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Paul, an apostle, neitlier from men nor through 
a man, neither delegated from men, that is, 
owing deference to them as an apostle, liable to 
account with and bound to consult them in the 
exercise of the apostolical functions, nor ap- 
pointed to his office through a man, through 
any human intervention, but appointed through 
tbe intervention of Jesus Christ, who in his 
state of glory cannot, with reference to the 
power of delegating an apostle, be classed with 
man ; appointed too through God the Father, 
who raised Jesus Christ to that state of glory, 
who raised him from death, that is, took him 
up into heaven, thereby exalting him, with re- 
ference to the power of appointing or delega- 
ting an apostle in heavenly matters, far above 
all other men. Paul thus deriving his authority ., 
primarily through God and Christ, and there- 
fore responsible only to God and Christ, unites 
wiCb all the brethren that are with him in greet- 
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ings to the clnirchcs of Galatia. Grace be to ■ 
you as accepted members of Christ, or God's 
free pardon of your sins ; and consequently 
peace, or your reconciliation witli God. This 
grace and peace are from God the Fattier, and 
our I^ord Jesus Christ, who gave hi.iiself for or . 
respecting our sins. He gave himself, and the 
blessed dispensation of God, with reference to 
the sin of man, was consequent to his so giving 
himself. 

By death he submitted to the sentence de- 
nounced against sin. But having no sin, and 
therefore not being liable to that sentence, he 
in fact gave up to death that which he did not 
owe, and paid a penalty he had not forfeited, 
becoming thereby a free and unspotted sacrifice, 
in an infinitely more perfect and acceptable 
sense, than any of those legal victims, by which 
the Jews vainly think to deprecate the wrath 
of God. 

God rewarded him in the manner most gra- 
tifying to one who had lived only for the good 
of others. God could not accept his voluntary 
death as a debt, for Jesus had never sinned ; 
hut he docs in effect accept it in our behalf, on 
our pledging ourselves to it by baptism or other- 
wise, in lieu of ail the obligations and penalties 
to which the flesh is liable under the old dis- 
pensation. Thus in effect was Christ's death 
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Se one only sacrifice, by which all tlie Jewish 
substitutions for personal fide!it-.y are for ever 
abtdished. Thus he died for our sins, thus the 
result of his death, through God's mercy, is, that 
be is set forth under the immediate sanction of 
God, — a sanction given by his open resurrection 
to life — his conduct or spirit, namely, the spirit 
of personal fidelity evinced by the testimony 
of his blood — set forth, I say, as the only ration- 
al sacrifice or atonement to the God of spirits, 
in order that we, by pledging ourselves to be 
aa he was, may as often as we sincerely renew. 
that pledge, by whatever form or even without 
form, be pardoned our sins, or considered and 
treated as acquitted of them by our Father who 
ia in heaven, without the works of the law, or 
compliance with the forms of justification pre- 
scribed by the law. 

God was so entirely pleased with Jesus, that 
be loved him as his only begotten, as the only 
one who had rendered up to the common Father 
the free gift of a genuine filial heart ; and God, 
to testify his favor for one whom he so loved, 
renewed in his person his everlasting promise 
to the spiritual seed of Abraham, to accept 
£iithfulues3 of spirit from man in lieu of per- 
fect and uniform righteousness. He openly in- 
vested Jesus, and in him all the faithful, with 
the inheritance of the eternal kingdom, an in- 
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heritance standing on the promise given by 
God immediately to Abraham and his seed, and 
unencumbered by the limitations and injnnc- 
tions of that law, which was given and admi- 
nistereil, not immediately like the promise from 
God to Abraham, but mediately througli Moses 
and the priests four hundred years after. 

This grace of pardon, and this peace of re- 
conciliation be upon you from God our Fattier, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, who thus died for, 
or concerning our sins, to take us out of this 
existing evil age, to save us from the condem- 
nation under which this existing evil age of the 
Judaical dispensation lies, a gracious result, 
agreeable to tlie will of God, being the effect of 
his merciful application in our favor of Christ's 
unmerited death, his merciful application of 
that death to our reconciliation without the 
works of the law, to the entire dissolution of 
the Jewish exclusive system, or rather to the 
enlargement of it, for the admission of all na-. 
tions to its privileges, a gracious result accor- 
dant with the will of our God and Father. To „ 
whom be glory for ever and ever, amen. 

I am surprised that ye are so quickly turned .. 
away from him who called you to this grace of 
Christ, who first called your attention to this 
dispensation of the uncircumcision, this mes- 
sage of God by Christ of a free remission of 



V. (i. 7, B, !i 



I 
I 

I 



I 



slh's : I am surprised that your attention tius 
been so quickly diverted Trom it to another 
message, to that of the dispensation of the cir- 
cumcision. Another did I call it? It is not .. 
auother; in itself it is not another. It is in the 
troublesome spirit of its advocates that it dif- 
fers, who Iiave encumbered it witli annoying 
adjuncts that are foreign lo it, by which they 
harass the faithful, all tliat is essential in it be- 
ing included in the simple truth or blessed 
message which was formerly communicated to 
you by me. But hear further : " If we or an .. 
angel from heaven proclaim to you any message 
from heaven different from that which we have 
already announced, let him be anathema. Hold 
no communion with such a one ;" these were 
ray words then, and I again repeat them. " If 
any one come to you in the blessed character of 
a messenger from God, contradicting or defeat- 
ing the message of free pardon which you for- 
merly heard of us, and effectively accepted, 
wbetJier myself or an angel from iieaven, or 
whoever he be, let him be anathema unto you. 
Hold no communion with him." 

1 made that averment as an apostle under 
the immediate appointment of Cod. I acted 
under my own commission ; without any re- 
gard to the practice or authority of other apos- 
tles. The message I iiad delivered was that of 
u 3 
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free remission witliout circumcision. It seems, 
that others have since instructed you, that 
apostles at Jerusalem are the heads of the 
church, and that they dispense not with cir- 
cumcision ; and you refer me to their authority. 
1 say again, as I have said before, if any one 
proclaim a different message, let him be anathe- 
ma. For having then opened ray commission .. 
as immediately under God, denouncing, of my 
own authority, those who should gainsay me, 
do I now change my character? Am I now a 
messenger of persuasion according to men or 
according to God ; under man or under God? 
Am I, notwithstanding my ibrmer tone of in- 
dependence, seeking to please not God only, 
but my masters; truly at Jerusalem ? When 1 
first persuaded you to become followers of 
Christ, I acknowledged no authority but his. 
But it seems I had masters at Jerusalem ; how 
then could I be what I professed to be, what 
the high tone I assumed purported, viz. ac- 
countable to no man but the immediate servant 
L'6f Christ? 

Brethren, I assure you that the glad tidings .. 
P^roclaimed by me were communicated to me 
rimmediately by Christ, and I recognize no hu- 
man authority to which those tidings must 
conform. For I received them not from man, .. 
nior from any human instruction ; but Jesus 
Christ revealed them to me. 



GAX-. CU. i. V. 13, 13, 14, l.V 



I 



It was not likely that previous to that reve- 
lation I siiould liave derived any thing from 
the apostles. For ye have lieard of my hostility . 
to tliem up to that period, tiie courses I pur- 
sued as a-member of the Jewish connection, 
that I knew no bounds in persecuting and de- 
solating the church of Christ, and that in zeal .. j 
for, and proficiency in, all tlie Jewish customs 
and observances, I went beyond many of my 
owD age and nation, even distinguishing my- 
self among my fellow students as an outrageous 
zealot for the traditions of the fatliers. 

But when God was pleased — God who ap- .. 
pointed me from my mother's womb to a fel- 
lowship in his favor with Christ, appointed me 
as he has all the faithful, by the effect of his 
eternal decree of love in favor of all v. ho should 
love bini — when God who thus appointed me 
to a fellowship in his favor from my motlier's 
womb, that is, before my carnal circumcision, 
and called me to himself by grace, that is, in- 
dependently of circumcision, not making cir- 
cumcision but grace, or his own gratuitous 
goodness, the means ro cause of my admission 
to such fellowship — when God, who tlius in the 
gratuitousness of my call, gave a kind of ear- 
nest of the graciousness of the commission to 
which he called me, the gratuitousness of his 
favor which I was to proclaim to the faithful ; 
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when, I say. Gk)d was pleased to reveal his son ■• 
to me, that I might proclaim the glad tidings 
of that son to the Gentiles — and to reveal him 
to me immediately, {ivBiug) not in an indirect 
or mediate manner, but instantly by immediate 
and direct impression upon my spirit or mind 
(;* rjxoi) — I conferred not with, I did not apply 
-myself for more authentic instructions to flesh 

l-4ind blood, 1 acted quite independently. Hav- 
ing been directly instructed on this subject of 
my commission by the spirit of God, I descend- 
ed not to take further instructions from man, 
I took not instructions from any apostle at 
Damascus, neither did I go up to Jerusalem to .. 
my seniors in the apostleihip there, but I de- 
■•■jKirted from Damascus and went to Achaia 

■' and returned back again to Damascus before I 
went to Jerusalem. Afterwards, three years .. 

I'-from the time of my conversion liaving elapsed, 
' I did go up to Jerusalem to see Peter, not to 
submit myself to his snper-inspection, but ra- 
ther to satisfy myself as to him, to ascertain 

- by a personal intercourse, whether, according 

- to the reports which had reached me he had 
really discharged from his mind all its Jewish 
prejudices, and whether he was prepared to 
coalesce with me in preaching the doctrine of 
Christ divested of all Judaism, and for this 

. purpose I remained with him fifteen days. I 
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saw none of the other apostles except James, .. 
the brother of the Lord, (before God I am sta- .. 
ting the truth.) Afterwards I went into the ,. 
regions of Syria and Cilicia. 

I did not while in Judea form any obliga- .. 
tory connection with the churches of Christ in 
Judea. but was personally unknown to them. 
They were only informed by hear-say, that lie .. 
who was once a persecutor had become a preach- 
er of the new dispensation of faithfulness, %vhich 
be once desolated, and they glorified God on ., 
aoeount of me. 

Afterwards, fourteen years intervening, I „ 
went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 
Xitus with us, and I went up on that occasion ., 
for the church at Antioeh under special sanc- 
tion from the spirit. Without such sanction my 
former experience of the views entertained by 
those who proclaimed Christ in that city would 
perhaps have made me hesitate to go there. In 
conference with the disciples at Jerusalem I 
upheld Christ's message of free grace, exactly 
aa I proclaim it to the Gentiles; 1 did not in- 
deed do so to all indiscriminately, but to those 
whom I knew to be favorable to the enlarged 
view 1 took of the free and universal application 
of God's message of mercy. 

When I first went up to Jerusalem, many 
years before the occasion I am now reciting, 
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tlie members of the church in that city were 
not prepared to admit the universaUty of God's 
goodness; or at least Peter alone could be 
brought to listen to me, and I was constrained, 
to leave the christian connection in Judea ; I 
went into Syria and Cilicia, I also sojourned at 
Tarsus or elsewhere for a time. But afterwards, 
that is, on the occasion I am now reciting, and 
when indeed fourteen years from the time of 
my miraculous conversion had elapsed, juster 
and less contracted notions began to obtain 
footing at Jerusalem, and an opening was made 
for aimouncing the dispensation of the uncir- 
cumcision. 

At that time the spirit induced the church 
of Antioch to send me to Jerusalem, and I was 
placed under favorable circumstances for open- 
ing there and upliolding the free grace of God, 
which it would have been inexpedient for me 
to have done at any prior period, as it would 
infallibly liave created a ruinous schism against, 
and even amongst Christ's earhest friends, the 
very associates and companions of his earthly 
pilgrimage ; and even then I proceeded with 
caution, piivately expounding, not to all, but 
to those chiefly who were parties to tlie decree 
afterwards established, to those, who I knew 
were favorably disposed to my person, to those 
indeed, who had strong opinions that the course 
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I was pursuing, and liad pursued, was somehow' 
not vain nor unprofitable to the chiircli. 

But as to the point of circumcision Titus •- J 
you say was circumcised. He was so; not 
however from necessity, but from considerations 
of expedience. For the apostolic decree, passed 
on that occasion, immediately after his circum- 
cision, by them who were the apostles of the 
circumcision, though it inferred some import- 
ance to circumcision in the case of the Jews, 
specially released the Gentiles from the obliga- 
tion of circumcision. The sentence of James on 
the point of circumcision was, "that we trouble 
not them \vhich from among the Gentiles are 
tamed to God," Titus therefore was circum- 
cised, not because in his case, as he was a Greek 
that ceremony was necessary, but from con- 
siderations of expedience, and in compliance 
with what certain persons put upon us, who 
bad sufficient influence to excite an apprehen- 
won lest through their instances, liad we not 
conciliated them, the apostolic body under the 
narrow views which they had not then quite 
discarded, might, in their decree then pending, 
have shut the door entirely upon the Gen- 
tiles, had we not conciliated them, I say, by a 
practical proof, that the Gentiles meant not to 
cast any ignominy upon the Jewish ceremonies, 
though they declined complying with them 



J 



GAU CH. n. V. 4,3. 

as essentials to salvation. It was intended as a 
politic concession, to the requisition of those 
prejudiced brethren, in order that Christ's gra- 
cious message might be preserved or remain 
open to you, to tlie Gentiles. 

Rut, though thought at the time a seasonable 
concession, it has turned out to be an unseason- 
able or injudicious concession, laying us open 
among you and others to the misconstructions 
I am arguing against; it was an ill-judged con- 
cession to those, who, by the advantage they 
make of it, prove themselves to have been false ' 
brethren, crept in as spies, to plot against our 
liberty, our enfranchisement from Jewish works, 
and to reduce us to the same servile condition 
of legal bondage, from which themselves refuse 
to be redeemed.* 



• I L«re assume Ihat TitU9 was circumL-iged. Thai Luke does 
nul mention it in perhaps oot ilet^ve against nie, as Luke has oinit- 
Idl luBDjr i-irciimHtaticeii ivhk'li tve find alluded to by Paul. As 
TimiiUij' hod been circunidscd, tlie argument the apostle is upon 
would have required him to explain his reasons in the t-ase of Timo- 
thy, if bis olmervBLions ou Titus did not ajiplj efjiially to iioth. 
Luke mentions tliat the Pharisaical Christians made on tlie occosian 
to which pHul refcn a very great point of circumcision, and as in the 
case of Timothy, which was sCter the decree in *avorof the Greek, 
St. Paul yielded to the pr^udices of the Judaizers, it was probabte 
tluit at the very sett of Judtdsm, and when the great ohject was 
to gain a decree as fevamble at possible to the Gentiles, he would 
advise Tltua, previously to that decree, to an act so likely to condli- 
ute on the principle uf becoming all things to all men. If I am in 
error, which is very probable, it will be of oo )^at consequence. The 
course and mode ol' ray interpretrBlion is as iiiUows : wliat is lielween 
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-You have appealed to the apostles of Uie 
circumcision at Jerusalem, as though I were 
subordinate to them, and as though they were 
different from rae in their views of the grace 
of God, but whatever they were in their 
opinions once, however they disagreed with me 
formerly, there is no disagreement now, for 
though they thoiiglit at the time of their de- 
cree, that it was expedient to require circumci- 
sion among the Jewish converts, they always 
held that salvation was by God's favor indepen- 
dently of circumcision ; and even circumcision 
among the Jewisli converts they have ceased 
to exact, the only point upon which I differed 
from them, there is therefore now no differ- 
ence between us ; neither is there any subor- 
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ilw bnckeU beinf; eiUpliciJ. (But Titus wu circniui'iaeil yoa m^ 
« ««• i^ML Granted. viptTfinSii, ) oM itli nifrxa^ TsfiTfinSiaai, 
(at* rftr Kfta TifiTf^nSii.j The apoatle I think attached ibc hJi Id 
■iiTmiiii'tii meaaing tu repeat it with Ihe Tfa7 upi, but un uaiug \he 
vord tsmTxae^n in his impetuosity to repel llie imputed griiund of 
aeetmitj, he Ibnuts in abruptly, but therefore the more forciblr, 
the real ground, viz. that arneosonable eicpedieui-e, and the aSt Ttfor 
tMH mIso comes after the ground of seasonable expedience, with 
more rcMoning Carce though with leas gmminatical regularitT, anil 
the qMMlle*s memory sUU not having lost hold of the iJi ntarxa^, 
vhiiJi b« felt had been uaeil, and required another uS, as ori^naUy 
nswet it, and it^ajuo tti vaaTa-n, answering to or rather 
g up ftdly into his mind this ^i mo^wiffin, he attaclies the a}i 
to the 'rps,- If BT, a« he would have done hod the vfo; wpi ajipearHl 
in iti regular place. 
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dinaey of oneofChriafa apostles under anoUicr, 
for God respects not the person of man. My 
apostolical office I received directly througU 
Ciirist, and nothing has been added to my 
authority or duties by those, who countenanced 
the practice of circumcision by their famous 
decree, which by indirect inference seems to 
retain that ceremony, as if they thought that 
there was something essential in it among the 
Judaical converts. 

IJut so far from their assuming any para- -■ 
mount jurisdiction over me, and so far from 
there being any unpleasant variance between 
«s at that time, we then established, as persons 
perfectly independently of each other, an ami- 
cable arrangement or compact for the good of 
the church. 

Seeing that the dispensation of the uncir- 
cumcision had been confided to me, as that of 
the circumcision had been to Peter, (for he .. 
who empowered Peter to be his apostle to the 
Jews, that is an apostle of the circumcision, 
empowered me to be his apostle to the Gen- 
tiles,^ and sensible of the especial favor God _^ 
had bestowed upon me, James, and Peter and 
John, adjudging us to be like themselves in- 
dependent pillars of tlie church, gave to me, 
and to Barnabas (for Barnabas was high in 
estimation with them before they knew any 
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thing of me as a brother,^ the right hand ot 
fellowship, as a sign of an amicable compact 
between equals, a compact, viz. that we should 
go to the Gentiles and they to the Jews ; they 
joined hands with us as fully according with 
our principles and views, they did not impose 
hands as if asserting any superinrity above us. 
All that came from tliem in any thing like the .. 
form of an injunction, was that we shouhl re- 
member the poor, and this indeed 1 have made 
my business and study. 

But when Peter came to Antioch, I placed .., 
myself personally in open opposition to him, 
his conduct meriting animadversion. For be-.. 
fore the arrival of certain persons from James 
he did eat with the Gentiles, that is the uncir- 
cumcised. But on their arrival he withdrew 
himself, and separated from them as uncircum- 
(jsed, fearing to give offence to the Jews ; and .- 
the other Jews, who had previously concurred 
with him in his conciliatory intercourse with 
the Gentiles, concurred with him likewise, in 
this hypocritical tergiversation, so that even 
Butiabas was misled and acted as disingen- 
ously as the rest. 

But when I adverted to this indirect pro- ,. 
ceeding, so wide from sincerity and truth, as to 
God's grace, irrespective as is that grace, free 
and open to all the faithful, whether Jew or 



I 

4 



t:.VL. CH. II. 



Gentile, whether circumcised or uncirciiincised, 
I said to Peter before them all. If you wliu 
are a Jew, live like a Gentile, and not like a 
Jew : if according to your recent practice you 
unreservedly sit down to table with the Gentiles, 
acknowledging tbem without the preliminary 
of circumcision as of your communion, as true 
members of Christ, divesting yourselves of all 
Jewish peculiarity, how is it, that you now in- 
consistently separate irom them as though they 
were unholy under the pretence of their uncir- 
cumcision ? Thus in fact compelling them 
under the yoke of the law by inferring that 
there is a something important and essential 
in circumcision. Saying in effect we only are •■ 
the righteous, we who are Jews by nature; we 
disclaim the uncircumcised ; we are not sinners 
like the Gentiles. How is this? How can 
we say this, I asked Peter, knowing as we do ■• 
that man derives not his acquittal or acceptance 
as righteous before God from circumcision or 
any of the works of the law ? Knowing as we 
do, that man obtains not acceptance with God 
except as a member of Christ? Knowing 
that, so far from any saving efficacy existing in 
H such ceremonials, the very end and aim of a 

H belief in Christ's blessed message from God, 

H was that it might lead to our being in spirit 

H identified by baptism with Christ, and thereby 
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madv righteous before God through !iis faith- 
fulness, deriving our ground of liope from the 
faithfulness of our spirit, from tiiat faithful- 
ness which was in Christ and is in us, and not 
from the works of the law ? No man, there- 
fore, I reminded Peter, no man, whether Jew 
or Gentile, shall be acquitted or considered as 
righteous before God from the works of the 
law. We may treat contemptuously the un- .. 
circumcised, calling them sinners of the Gen- 
tiles; but if we seek, Peter and myself, circum- 
rised Jews, if we seek our acceptance as 
righteous, our acquittal from condemnation, 
not from circumcision, not from our perform- 
ance of the works of the law, but from our 
fellowship with Christ, if we, as mere circum- 
cised Jews, are thus, by our own shewing as it 
were, found to be condemned sinners; (^for if 
circumcision acquit us, why do we seek ac- 
ceptance from our membership with Christ, 
why have recourse to any thing beyond cir- 
cumcision for our acquittal ?) Truly, if we are 
thus as mere Jews self-detected sinners under 
cond«iination, can our title as circumcised, as 
sinners under condemnation, can our title as 
such to Christ for our minister be exclusive ? 
Indeed ! Has Christ an exclusive fellowship 
with those who are under sin ? Are not all, in 
whom Christ or his spirit ministers, holy ? Is 
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Christ a minister of sin ? Never! Have we 
not — have not you Peter, as well as myself, — by 
practice and preacliiiig tlirown to the ground 
mere legal righteousness? But if I set about 
rebuilding it, is not this to acknowledge all 
that I have done to be violent and irregular. 

*For I who fim circumcised, that is, who . 
once lived through the law, who contributed 
my part towards building up law as a means of 
life, have been baptized into the body of Christ, 
and with that body have died to law, that is, 
I no longer acknowledge law, but love, as a. 
means of life, the former I have thrown down 
to the ground. I have pledged myself to all 
the actions of Christ. Those actions accordingly 
are imputed to me, and as Christ by dying 
paid to law the penalty of sin, death ; and as 
his death, on my being sincerely pledged to it, is 
imputed to me, I likewise, by the great mercy 
of God, am considered as having paid to law 
the penalty of sin or death ; and consequently 
I, who was, or who lived through law, (syw ^loc 
youn) have died to law, that I may be entirely 
freed from all bonds but the bond of love, 
living rn future to God. With Christ I have . 
been crucified to the life, which I had through 

* Where St. Paul's speedi ia Peter concLudcs, and bit address tu 
the Gala^on» is resuui^l, is Idt very doubtful in Uie original, and 
1* Iliereriire in Ma illualralinn kfl eiiuallv so. 



we .. 1 



CM.. CH U. V. 20. 



law. I live no more, that is. I am no more 
obliged, by the institutions of law. As liv- 
ing through law, I am dead. But as living 
through Christ, 1 am alive ; Christ lives in me. 
I am married to a new husband Christ, the 
union between Christ and me is such, that in 
reference to God, to whom I live, I am one 
with Christ ; all the actions of Christ, in as much 
us 1 am pledged to follow his steps, are impu- 
ted to me ; and all my actions, in as much as 
Christ, with reference to God's favor, identifies 
himself with all the faithful for life or death, 
all my actions are acknowledged by Christ as 
lus, whatever I do and suffer to bring you to 
God ; such acts and sufferings, however meri- 
tonous they may be, are merged in Christ. No 
diristian lives for himself, but as Christ die 
and lives to God for ail, so all live and die to 
God for Christ, or, which is the same thing, 
uot for themselves exclusively, but for others, 
for all the holy who are Christ's members. Christ 
the son of God gave himself for me, and I 
have given myself for him. The life I now 
live in the body, I live, not in the righteousness 
of the Judaical, nor in the righteousness of any 
law, but in faithfulness o( spirit, in a faithful- 
ness even unto death, a faithfulness which was 
in the son of God, who loved me, and delivered 
himself unto death for me, to assure me of the 
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truth of the gracious message which he brought 
from heaven, \\7.. that God had in mercy liber- 
ated me entirely from the yoke of Judaism, 
,. I do not put aside or make light of (coiisi- ., 
dering it as insufficient without the help of 
circumcision,) this grace of God, which accepts 
me as righteous without circumcision, with- 
out the work-s of the law. For if I imagine such 
acceptance to be still restricted to the circum- 
cised, still grounded upon a compliance with 
the Judaical law, then did Christ die for me in 
vain. Then has he failed to assure me of my 
liberation ; for T act as if no credence were to 
be placed in tiie divine embassage, wliich he 
sealed with his blood. 

Oh, ye irrational Gaiatians, through whom .. 
has such fascination bewitched your senses, tliat 
the fact of which ye have been, as it were, eye- 
witnesses has failed to impress your minds with 
that truth wliich it necessarily infers. You 
have been baptized into, you have, tliotigh not 
in fact, yet in effect, seen the crucified Jesus. 
For vision itself could not have had a more 
convincing and moving effect upon your minds, 
than the testimonies and descriptions which 
have been afforded you of tlie fact of his cruci- 
fixion. The image of his crucified body, into 
which you were baptized or pledged, was visi- 
bly sealed by (lie manifestations of tlie spirit, as 
the image, of wliat you, immediately on baptism. 
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became in the eye of God, for immediately tm 
baptism ye became in the eye of God one witli 
Jesus, and by such manifestations, that image, 
uncircumcised though yon were, as your own 
imnge, was engraved upon the tablet of your 
hearts. 

When ye were baptized, the manifestation ., 
of the spirit was given, the earnest of God's 
acceptance of your persons. Let me only ask 
you this, were you then circumcised? Was that 
testitnonial of the forgiveness of your sins, 
Touchsafed exclusively to the Jew; was it sus- 
pended from the Gentile, till his compliance 
with circumcision? Was it not bestowed upon 
the faithful immediately on their hearing the 
announcement of, and accepting, by baptism 
into his crucified body, the dispensation of 
faithfulness ? 

Arc ye so irrational? Having commenced" 
your life unto God, under the manifested au- 
spices of the spirit, is your perfect establish. 
meiit in that life to be sought in a carnal ordi- 
nance ? Was it in vain, that ye were the sub- 
ject of such manifestations of acceptimce ? If 
indeed it be as you say, it was even in vain ; if 
sincere baptism be insufficient without circum- 
cision, the manifestation of the spirit the sign 
of your acceptance shed upon the uncircumci- 
sed was a vain and unmeanittg exhibition, 
c 3 
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1 ask then, he who exercised his appointed ■■ 
office of admiiiistenng to you the spirit or 
God's earnest of your acceptance, and of oper- 
ating within you the effects of that spirit, the 
assured feeHngs of acceptance, was his success 
the fniit of any legal work that you performed, 
or simply of your faithful attention to his an- 
nouncement of the dispensation of faithfulness? 
His announcement of that dispensation which 
suhstitutes faithfuhiess of spirit in tlie place of 
uniform perfection of obedience, which was 
first opened to Abraham, and is now confirmed ., 
to all wlio are in Christ Jesus, who are sincere- 
ly baptized into his crucified body ? 

You listen to those who say that the uncir- __ 
cumcised are not children of Abraham, and 
are therefore accursed, having no inheritance 
in God's promised blessings. Be assured that 
they who are of faithfulness, that is, who are 
of Clirist's faithful spirit, are indeed, though 
uncircumcised, sons of God. 

Abraham evinced a confiding and faithful 
spirit towards God ; and that spirit was without 
f circumcision, and even previous to its institu- 
tion, accepted by God for righteousness, or as 
an acquittal or sufficient redemption from the 
curse denounced by God to Adam against sin : 
so likewise shall they, and all wlio, like Christ, 
evince, by the family characteristic as it were 
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of spiritual faithfulness, their legitimacy as the 
oliildren of promise, as the spiritual sons of 
Abraliam, be redeemed from the curse denoun- 
ced on sin, have imputed to them all tiie works, 
or rather have assured to them all the effects of 
nghteoumess, on account of that spirit of faith- 
fuUiess which was in Abraham, whicli was in 
Christ, and to wliicli all the faitiiful by their 
baptism into Christ's crucified body stand irre- 
versibly pledged. 

The writing also, or record of God"s promise — .» 
anticipating the universality of the application 
of that promise, viz. that Cod's acceptance of 
the nations as righteous Is on no restrictive or. 
escluiive consideration, or privilege, like that 
of circumcision, but on the general principle of 
fidelity, — announced to Abraham, before legal 
works were enjoined, these glad tidings. " In 
thee shall all natioiis be blessed," that is, saved 
from the curse of sin, in the spirit that guides 
the£, in the spirit that shall guide Christ, m 
that spirit of faithfulness and love, which 
through Christ, shall guide the faithful among 
all the nations upon earth. Thus, in confuta- .. 
tion of the doctrine of those who say that the 
Gentiles, unless circumcised, are under the 
curse, according to this written record of God's 
promise, all who are faithful in spirit, all, with- 
out respect of persons or nations, are blessed 
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with faithful Abmham,. — and they are so, be- 
cause tliey are faithful in spirit, not because 
they perform the works of the Judaical law. 

For whoever rest their plea for acquittal •• 
from the curse denounced against all sinners in 
Adam, on their legal performances, are still 
under the curse : " cursed is every one," it is 
written, " who remains not in all things that 
are written in the book of tlie law, to do them," 
that is, cursed is every one who is not perfect 
and uniform in his righteousness. The curse 
being thus unequivocal and without redemption 
upon every transgressor, who, I say, among the 
Jews can hope to be saved on the plea of legal 
righteousness ? 

It is moreover manifest from tlie words of., 
the prophet Hab;itcuc, that no one is to claim 
to be considered as righteous before God on 
such a plea. For he rests our plea on quite a dif- 
ferent tooting. " The righteous man," says he, 
"sliall live for hi>i faithfulness." Habaccuc in- 
veighing against the enormous sins of the Jews, 
does not clothe them in their national distinction 
of circumcision with immunity from the curse 
of ain, he does not send them for redemption 
[rom that curse to the works of the law, but 
lie directs their attention to the strong rock 
from whence they were hewn ; the rock of 
faithfulness, the spiritual rock of their great pro- 
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genitor Abraham. In effect lie reminds tliem 
ttiat the just man shall live, or obtain redemp- 
tion from death, the curse of sin, not by the 
plea of carnal circumcision or legal works, but 
by the plea of spiritual faithfulness. 

Now the law stands not in spiritual faithful- •• 
nets; the spirit or principle, the state or dispo- 
sition of the heart is nothing in the eye of the 
law ; the overt act, the external compliance is 
every thing : the Judaical principle which it is 
sought to engraft upon the church of Christ rests 
the promise of its redemption on a compliance 
with all its legal requisitions. It says in eJFect, 
that he who does all the law commands shall 
live in it, that is, shall not be cut off from the 
Jewish community, but that the man who 
fails, shall be cursed. From this curse, to which •■ 
all, who seek to be saved by the law, stand 
liable, for all have failed, Christ has purchased 
us. He has been made a curse for us, for it is 
written, cursed are the crucified. 

He has submitted to death, the effect of the 
corse against sin for us ; for us, because having 
never sinned himself, his death could not have 
any effect on his own account, in saving from 
sin, or which is the same thing the punishment 
of sin. But God was pleased thus to set forth 
ha» crucified body, or to make him what the 
law calls a curie, that it might have the 
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of saving us from sin, or the punishment of 
sin, that we seeing in him as it were in a mir- 
ror, the perfect representation of faithfulness 
perfected by suffering, and being subdued by 
love and gratitude and admiration, might be 
spiritually changed and ourselves transformed 
into his glorious image, into the glorious image 
of the sons of God. and that we might conse- 
! quently be accepted by our heavenly father 
with the same returning favor as if we had our- 
' selves voluntarily suffered the death due to our 
sins. 

For whatever we are sincerely pledged to do, 
God will in our favor now, as formerly in favor 
of Abraham, consider as done ; in form as re- 
spects the law, and in effect as respects the be- 
■ neficial consequences to the faithful. 

Tims has Christ become in effect though 

not in fact, a curse for us, that all nations may „ 

find the blessing of Abraham, or redemption 

I from the curse of sin, not in circumcision, but 

I in that spirit which was exhibited by Christ 

( Jesus on the cross, to which the faithful are 

' pledged; receiving as true children the promise 

of the inlieritance given by the spirit to Abra- 

nam, not tluough any carnal mark of descent 

from his body, but through that faithful spirit 

whicli is the sinew of spiritual membership 

with Christ his seed. 



(lAL. CH. III. V. 15, IH, 17. Irt- 



Brethren, I use an argument from analogy . 
(apof), drawn from human customs and address- 
ing itself to human reason. No one puts aside, 
or makes an additional disposition in a will or 
testament when it has once been perfected or 
estabtisbed. But the words of promise in . 
God's will or testament were to Abraham and 
to his seed, those words are not to his seeds, 
as referring to more seeds than one, but to thy 
seed as restricted to me, which seed is Christ. 
Now the reasoning of the Judaizers, giving 
permenancy and saving efficacy to the law in- 
fers two seeds, in whom all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed, viz. Moses and Christ. . 
But I say, that the testauiCTit which was esta- 
blished by tlie words of God for Christ or the 
one seed, tlie law, wliicii was four hundred 
and thirty years after, (to judge by analogy 
from human testaments) cannot cancel, so as to 
annul its express words, substituting seeds for 
seed, I say this in opposition to the Judaical 
argument which necessarily infers a cancelling. 
1 say this, and I say it with reason, for if 
the law ground the inheritance on the institu- 
tions of Moses, thereby making Moses a seed 
in whom the nations are blessed, that is, in 
whom the nations are freed from the curse of 
sill, the law in such case is so completely at vari- 
ance with the testament, naming two seeds, when 
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the testament admits but one, tliat It must rea- 
soning from analogy, overthrow it all together, 
and the inheritance oflife, or the blessing, no lon- 
ger derives from Abrabani,according tothe words 
of the promise, but from Moses according to 
the law. But it was to Abraham that the testa- 
ment was granted, and that in favor of his one 
seed, arfd the law, I repeat, an instrument of 
so many years later a date cannot be supposed 
capable of cancelling the testament originally 
perfected to Abraham, and secured for his one 
seed. 

AVIiat then you ask is tlie law? Not a., 
scheme or a system I answer, which was given 
on account of righteousness, but of siii, which 
like Christ should bless, by doing away with 
sin or bringing in righteousness, but a scheme 
or system adapted to, or composed with a view 
to, and on account of the state of, the Jewish 
nation, rendered necessary by the sinful state 
of that nation, to remain till the coming of him 
in whom all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed by his taking away sin. The law was 
appointed to precede the coming of Christ, who 
was restriclively named in God's testament a.s 
the one seed in or through whom God's bless- 
ing should alight upon the faitliful of all 
nations. 

It was arranged or ordered for the parties 
affected, not immediately by the parties them- 
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selves, like the testament wtiicli was set forth 
by tiie immediate word of God, but mediately 
by messengers ; and it was not delivered im- 
mediately to those parties, but into the hands 
of an assurer, namely, Moses. But the testa- 
ment was delivered immediately to the party, 
to whom it was granted, namely, Abraham. 
Tliis distinction I mention not only to contrast 
thesubhme and important fact of an immediate 
and as it were personal grant from God, against 
those splendours of meditorial promulgation 
with which the Judaical advocates of the law 
fascinate your imaginations, hut also to confute 
their reasoning when they argue, that the tes- 
tament and the law have the same sanction, 
jmd are therefore co-existent and of equal autho- 
rity. The law I have said was delivered into 
the hand of an assurer. Now an assurer is not 
of (Hie, but of two parties. But God is one ; in 
the grant of the testament God stands alone. 
There being therefore an assurer in the giving 
of the law, and there being necessarily two 
patties where there is an assurer, the facts of 
there being an assurer in the giving of tiie law 
and consequently two parties, but no assurer 
in tlie grant of the testament, God being one, 
prove ttiat the law does not stand on the same 
ground, with respect to its sanction as the 
tcBtament Your argument therefore, drawn 




from ,tlie power of a party to a deed of revoca- 
tion, or alteration, or addition will not hold, 
because in this case the parties to tlie revoca- 
tion or alteration or addition, are not one and 
the same «ith the party to the deed. God 
being the sole sanction of tlie testament of 
promise. For the testament or promise from one 
bad no assurer. An assurer is an intervening at- 
tester between two parties to a joint deed. But 
the law being in the nature, not of a testament, 
but of acompact or covenant between two par- 
ties, Moses to whom it was delivered was the 
assurer of or between two, that is, between God 
and the people. The party ratifying the testa- 
ment was God, or one, but the parties ratify- 
ing the compact or covenant tlirough tlieir 
assurer Moses were two, God and the people. 

In proof that the law has no authority to ., 
innovate upon the promises, 1 have shewn 
that its sanction, and the sanction of the pro- 
mises are diverse. Do I mean then, you ask, to 
represent them as rival and confiieling dispen- 
sations ? Is the law in opposition to the pro- 
mises? Never. It is the very position I dis- 
pute For had a law been given which could 
have given life, that is, which could have re- 
deemed us from the curse of sin, then indeed our 
righteousness or acquittal before God, would 
have been really grounded on that law, then 
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the law might liave been considered as opposed 
to or conflicting with the dispensation of faitli- 
fulness, each proposing for the benefit of man- 
kind the same end, viz salvation, tin'oiigh di- 
verse and apparently incompatible means, the 
one through the external works of the flesh, 
the other through the internal principles of the 
spirit. But as they do not propose the same 
end, viz. salvation, though diverse in their sanc- 
tion, and differing in the means of accomplish- 
ing their respective ends, they are not in com- 
petition, and therefore do not conflict with each 
other, the law is not in opposition to the pro- 
mises. 

But moreover the scripture concludes all un- 
der sin, that is, as liable to ihe curse, those who 
are under the law equally with the others, in 
order that the promise of the blessing (or re- 
demption from the curse) which derives through 
Jesus Christ's faithfulness, or our fellowsliip 
therewith, might be given to those who are 
fiuthful, thereby shewing, since those who are 
under the law, continue nevertheless according 
to this scripture under sin, that redemption 
from sin is not the end of the law, that the pro- 
mises therefore do not conflict with tlie law, 
by assuming an exclusive efficacy towards that 
end. 

The law and tiie dispensation of faithfulness 
have not the same end, but before the annun- 
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ciation of tlie latter as an effectual scheme of 
redemption, we were under custody of the law, 
as condemned persons shut up, until God's 
message of grace or dispensation of faithfulness 
should he proclaimed or revealed, and the door 
of our prison thrown open. So that the law .. 
was as it were the keeper of our childhood for 
Christ, till Christ should come with the glad 
tidings of our deliverance. So far was the law 
from redeeming us from our condilion of res- 
traint, that its very office, or at least its effect 
was to mark us as unfit to be at liberty ; to dis- 
cipline us in every the most trifling matter un- 
der an arbitrary system of minute and vexatious 
regulations. 

The office of the law was to hold us, as it 
were, in custody, to be in due time delivered 
by another, by him, who was designated in the 
promises as the seed in whom only all the na- 
tions should he blessed ; to be delivered,- if we 
will but follow him, with all the grace of an 
acquittal by his proclamation of a new dispensa- 
tion, a dispensation of mercy on the part of 
God, and laithfulness on the part of man, which 
dispensation he brought to us from his heaven, 
ly father, exempUfied in his life, and sealed with 
his blood. 

The faithful, therefore, by a sincere baptism .- 
into his crucified body or pledge to his faithful- 
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nets of spirit, having secured the benefit of 
God's revealed grace or pardon are restored to 
freedom, are redeemed from the sentence of 
death or curse of sin, no longer owe obedi- 
ence to a keeper, but are i'ree as sons. Ye are 
no longer under tliraldom to the law as a keep- 
er, and consequently owe no obedience to any 
one of its ordinances. 

For ye are all, Gentiles as well as Jews, ■• 
through faithfulness and without circumcision 
as sincere members of Jesus Christ sons of 
God. For as many of yoii, as have been bap- .. 
tized into Christ, of whom God said, thou 
art my beloved son thi.s day have I begotten 
thee, have invested yourselves, with him eu- 
tirely» no less with his glory than with Iiis suf- 
ferings. 

In this union with Christ, of spirit and con- .. 
d ition, the distinction of Jew or Greek, of slave 
or freeman, of male or female, are unknown. 
For ye are all one in Jesus Christ. No one 
has a separate interest in Christ. Christ suffered 
and was glorified, not for himself exclusively, 
bat for all the faithful, whatever he did, or is, 
God graciously considers us, as far as we are 
beneficially concerned, to have done, and to be. 
Whatever in like manner we do and are, is for 
Christ or his members, and not for ourselves 
exduaively, self, or personal considerations are 

vol.. II. D 
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annihilated; alt privileges, all national, civil and 
even natural distinctions merge in Christ. 

If ye are by unity of spirit genuine members .. 
of Christ, truly with him ye are the seed of 
Abraham, and heirs without circumcision ac- 
cording to tlie promise. 

It will be objected to me, that, granting we .. 
are sons of God, and that this honor has no 
connection with circumcision and the works of 
the law, does it not appear inconsistent and 
unaccountable, that the first begotten son of 
God, Jesus Christ, was himself circumcised ? I 
answer, that the son must have his state of 
infancy, before he attain unto that of manhood, 
and if God was pleased to make Christ the re- 
presentation as it were of all his sons, and 
designed in him to typify or illustrate the 
course he meant to pursue towards those sons, 
it was necessary to place him under circum- 
stances common to them all, common to them 
both before and after the consummation of his 
grace. 

Now you know, that what time the heir is 
an infant, though Lord of all, he differs nothing 
from a slave, but is put under trustees and ■■ 
guardians for a determinate period, according 
to the will of the parent; tlms we, though ., 
sons of God, when in our infancy, that is, be- 
fore we attained unto our manhood as mem- 
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bers of Christ, were subjected lo those ele- 
ments of existence, those principles or original 
conditions of life to which all the world, all, 
whether Jew or Gentile, as descendants of 
Adam, are subjected. Wiien the time was., 
fulfilled, God sent out his son, and that he 
might be a perfect type of all the sons of God, 
that is, of the faithful, God subjected him like- 
wise to the same common and original condi- 
tions of life. He was made like the faithful in 
general of a woman, and like the Jews in parti- 
cular subjected to the law, that God by openly ,. 
redeeming or purchasing him, thus as just 
mentioned made a perfect type of all the faith- 
ful whether Jews or Gentiles, by redeeming, 
I say, or purchasing him from under the law, 
that is, from death the penalty of sin under 
the law, might exhibit in him {making him 
thereby substantially his word of communica- 
tion) a perfect confirmation of his promised 
grace to accept the faithful as righteous : and 
that he might in effect so accept them, that is, 
redeem or purchase them from under the law, 
or from death the penalty of sin under the law, — 
all, not only the Gentiles, but those likewise who 
were under the law : and this was the reason of 
bis being circumcised ; in order to complete 
what was nesessary to his typical representation 
of the Jew, that all of us who have been bap- 
D S 
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m him, H Godk «atd or tviabul of eommiuti- 
cation with mmt, wif^ l e ai fe tke idafrtion of 

SHtt. 

Bat that je are sons, that God has sert out -- 
Ins son with the commusioa ot* adoption iii 
jroor favor, that he has sent his son on this 
eommisnon, what is it but that he sent that 
son to be a pattern or model of jour sonship, 
what is it, but that he sent the spirit of that 
•on to be your spirit, to be in your hearts, to 
become the spirit that is in you as well as in 
him, a spirit that feels that the faitblul with 
Christ have one common Father, exclaiming, 
Abba the Father. You are then no more a .. 
ulave but a son, and if a son, God's heir, 
through, or as a member of, or as inhabited by 
the spirit of, Christ. 

Vou were (brmerly ignorant of God, and it _ 
in not so extraordinary that your minds were 
then enslavt'd by superstition. Ye were enchain- 
ed to the visionary and aggravated terrors of 
iiiiBgiiwry divinities. Rut now that ye know __ 
<i(kI, or ratlier now that ye have been acknow- 
It'd^c-d lis sons ol' the true God by the mission 
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of his son, being sons, why cast ye not off the 
slough of a servile condition ? How can ye re- 
turn back to the weak and mean principles of 
the unenlightened, principles suited only to the 
infancy of the sons of God, sucii as tliey were 
liable too when they had no positive filial re- 
cognition, being as Gentiles born of a woman, ' 
or mere children of nature, or as the Jews un- 
do" the law, the fettered children of bondage. 
Uow can ye, having been enlightened by the 
resurrection of Christ, that glorious attestation 
of your adoption as sons, wisli to retrograde 
into the puerile and degrading habits of an in- 
fantine or servile condition. 

Ye observe days and months, and seasons, ., 
and years, as if God esteemed one day or sea- 
son holier than another. Have ye not heard 
that tlie sabbath was made for man, not man 
for the sabbath ? 

Being embarked with you in one common .. 
interest, I am filled with apprehensions lest I 
ha\e toiled in vain for you. I am as you are, - 
I take the same interest in your conduct as if I 
were one of yourselves. Be ye as I am, respect 
my anxiety on your account, be of the same 
spirit, be similarly afiected with myself, be as 
solicitous as I am that your conduct should cor- 
respond with your liberty and rationality as 
the mn% of God. 

D 3 
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CavciBg tkfv ptwyeiiLj, jre Itire mijastiy 
( Ar ponetty and persp- 
I fWulLi ntfaer than reagn 
thitKfcmj flftWagMflfGod wherewith Christ 
hririt made me> Gkbl D» voa deny this to be 
aa mgaat Tetum lor Ae faiiBU services of your 
^Mjaile? Bat I apped tfacn to your fonner 
sentkoents and conduct. 

Vou know that when I fermerly announoed - 
our Uessed message to you. the infirmity of 
the flesh, the trials and troubles to which it is 
heir to, (and which were then as now consjH- 
cumislr and eminoitly realiied in my person, ' 
for I have been a spectacle unto alt men,) wer6 '■ 
then no obstacle between me and your affec- 
tions? Von did not titen on such grounds 
undervalue or reject me ; but you received me 
as God's messenger, as Christ Jesus. Your 
hearts were in unison with the words of the 
prophet : — " blessed are the feet of him that 
bringeth glad tidings." What meant those .. 
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blessings which ye then heaped upon me ? For 
I bear you witness, that, had it been possible 
ye would, to use a common expression," have 
dug out your eyes, and have given them to me. 
What meant those blessings, that now because .. 
I tell you the truth I am become your enemy ? 

It seems that my opponents have recently, « 
on the prospect of my coming to you, been 
more than usually zealous in your behalf. Their 
zeal is not sound, or grounded upon good prin- 
ciples; but it springs from an anxiety to ex< 
elude us, an anxiety to secure an exclusive 
hold upon your affections as partizans to their 
sect. It were well tliat they cultivated your ,. 
good-will industriously and zealously, and in a 
good cause at all times ; and not only on my 
coming amoTig you, — among you my ciiildren, ,. 
for whom 1 again suffer the pains of labour 
(it! Christ be formed in you, till you become 
free as the sons of God. 1 could wish to come .. 
to you now, and find occasion to change my 
tone of address, for I entertain perplexing an- 
xieties respecting you. 

Tell me, ye, who wish to be under the law, .. 
are you not in the habit of hearing the book 
of the law read in tlie synagogue ? For if you 
are* you know, it is written in that book, .. 

* He*' obvloui U it here, and in a thousand othor passugcs of this 
•wk lk>t esporilion i> death tu the B|niit ut' Ihu luxt. 
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Abraham had two sons, the one of a woman, 
who was a slave or handmaid, the other of a 
wo:nan who was free. Hut he who was of the 
slave, was not distinguished from the rest of 
the descendants of Adam. He was born of a 
woman or according to the flesli, but he who 
was of the free-woman, was distinguished from 
all others, being the oifspring as it were of 
God's special promise to Abraham. This his- 
tory, with which you, who are so attached to 
the law, must be supposed to be familiar, will 
admit of an allegorical signification so as to 
illustrate the doctrine I have laid down, re- 
specting the testament and the covenant, the 
perfect distinctness of the claim of the faithful 
under the testament, from any claim under the 
covenant, its entire independence of, and supe- 
riority to the covenant. This I have already suf- 
ficiently proved by argument, and I will now 
further enforce it in your own way by allegori- 
zing a passage taken from your own scriptures. 
Agar and Sarah are the one the testament, 
the other the covenant. One of these, viz. 
■ Sina, or the covenant of Sina, was promulga- 
I ted from a mountain and engendered to slavery, 
I Vhich covenant is Agar, or fitly allegorized in 
' Agar. {The mountain may be called in our 
allegory either Sina or Agar, for the mountain 
mr as well as Sina is in Arabia, It answers 
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noreover to the Jerusalpin ivltich now is, and 
is in a state of bondage. For Agar, and Agar's 
children were slaves.) But the other, the tes- .. , 
tament, or the Jerusalem that is free, the testa- I 
tnent on which tlie new Jerusalem grounds her 
freedom, the Jerusalem which is from above, 
which is promulgated from no mountain, but 
comes immediately from God or from above, 
is Sarah, is fitly allegorized in Sarah, the mo- 
ther of the promised seed Christ, and (in him) 
the mother of all the redeemed or liberated 
sons of God, that is of us all, or all the faith- 
ful.* 

Habituated as you are in reading and hear- 
ing the law read, this illustration will the more 
awaken your spell-bound faculties by its har- 
mony with the triumphant anticipations of.. 
Sarah. " Rejoice barren one. thou that bearest 
not, break forth and shout, tliou that labourest 
not, for many more are the children of her who 



GiLlowing, tLe reader perhaps will see that 
105 Mastructioii i> borne uut by the uti^inal, the ]HiLiitiiig to the 
Gred is OTuilted to save trouble botlx in writing anii printing. 
Aimtt yaf fiffi 3wJ Ji«9w«i, juio: pii, Si«, euro «fou,- nj i*i>.[M» 
)«y>^rB, urn W Ats; (Uie mountBiD ia»y be called in our allegory 
CtlbarSiAii or AgU.) To r*p Ayaf, (aa well as) Zua, ofo; [,-» 11 Tn 
Jifa0tct,rufitxit^i Tn n/« frfoinraXsn (anil which is in a state of bondage,) 
JnvUui Ji. (dropping the metaphor, and returning from the image 
to the |iersMi, and uiung the present fur the pest, which is allowable 
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is deserted than of her that hath an hushand." 
Numberless as the sand upon the sea shore 
are the children of promise by the barren Sarali, 
who had not the husband, who had been for a 
time deserted bj' her husband, and her place 
supplanted by her who had him, her teeming 
handmaid. Agar. Numberless as the stars of 
heaven shall be the children of the first cove- 
nant, or like Isaac the children of promise, 
though that covenant has been for ages appa- 
rently deserted and forgotten, and supplanted 
by its handmaid the law, which as its instru- 
ment has been for a time permitted to reign 
though a slave and the mother of slaves. 

Now we brethren Hke Isaac are the children 
of promise. But as he who was born according •■ 
to the flesh, unmarked undistinguished by any 
special pre-nnnouncement from above, then 
persecuted him wlio was born according to the 
spirit, or in accordance with the promise of God's 
spirit, so it is now. But what says the scrip- •• 
ture, cast out the bond-woman and her son, for 
the son of the bond-woman shall by no means 
inherit with the son of the free-woman. Cast .. 
out the law of the covenant with its circumci- 
sion, &ic., for it shall not be co-existent or of 
equal and concurrent authority with the testa- 
ment of promise. Truly, brothers, we are not 
children of the bond-woman but of the free- 
woman. 
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Maintain then the state of freed€in» in which •• 
Chmt placed the Aitbftd, and be not again 
forced into a yoke of bondage. Behold I tell •• 
you» I Paul who am drenttidsedp and liave been 
represented as not sfltogether unfriendly to the 
practice of circumdsion^ I tdi you that if you 
assume that carnal mark of distinction^ Christ 
shall pro6t you nothing, t^t is. if you assume 
it in the true spirit of its institution, as a pledge 
of your submission to the ydce of the law ; in 
that esse what Christ has done shall benefit 
you nothing. He came to redeem you from 
the jcke of the law, and to exalt you into the 
free condition of sons. 

But if you are circumcised, I assure you •• 
agun, as I have done before, and I pledge my* 
self to every member of the circumcision, that 
the act of circumdsion, undergone in the true 
spirit of Judaism, pledges an unreserved sub- 
mission to all the obligations of the law. By 
it you undertake to aoquit yourselves of all the 
demands of the law, Uiose very demands, from 
which Christ has proclaimed your redemption. 
You are therefore annulled, your names cancel* •• 
led by your own hands from his chartet*, ye are 
self-pieciintated from that position of grace 
where yonr heavenly father, in his love and 
mercy had spontaneously placed you. 

For we, who have the benefit of grace, are •• 
dear fircmi the law, and seek not an acquittal 



from its Sfiitenee by any compliance with its 
enactments. Assured by the earnest of the spirit 
given to us manifested upon the Gentiles as 
openly as upon the Jews, we receive a blessed 
hope of being accepted as righteous, not in any 
degree from circumcision but from faithfulness, 
from being in one spirit, baptismally united 
with Christ. 

For with those, who are sincere members of .. 
Christ, neither circumcision nor uneircumcision 
has any efficacy towards the assurance of God's 
acceptance. I am circumcised, many of you 
are uncircuincised, but as members of Christ 
this circumstance creates no distinction what- 
ever between us. But faithfulness of spirit 
wrought into the soul as a second nature by 
love, by our love of God, is with us the all in 
all, tlie only ground upon which we stand. 

On this principle ye did run well as unen- ■■ 
cumbered by tlie law, as having your loins 
girded up. 1 had explained to you the message 
of free grace, you were in full possession of the 
truth, and you followed it readily. Who has 
intercepted your course to make you swerve 
from it ? Whose or what persuasion has mis- 
led you from the true doctrine? Whose, or,, 
what! So repugnant with mine who called you 
to the free condition of the sons of God? 

Preserve, I beseech you, the truth as I deli- . . 
vered it, uncon laminated with any Iieterogene- 
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««« mixture. A little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump. One false principle admitted into 
a system changes its character; and in particular 
circumcision, by the introduction of the ma- 
diinery of the law, which Christ had demolish- 
ed, deprives the new dispensation of its grace, 
and ihe sons of God of their free emancipation. 
You have had from me Clirist's true message 
of fi*ee redemption without the works of tiie 
law. Who is it, pretends to announce to you a 
different message ? As in the Lord,* as a ser- 
Tant of the Lord, as a fellow-servant with you * 
of one gracious master, as sensitively alive, like 
3 faithful servant and trusting that you are the 
same, sensitively alive to whatever affects the 
honor of our common master, and valuing be- 
yond price the free service to which he has 
promoted us, I, as a servant of our common 
Lord, and thus appreciating the free nature of 
my service, cannot persuade myself that any of 
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I) C(irTei:t ia supposing tbal St. Paul in the uw of the ex- 
Xl''"'i ^"'^ >* iiF'^t ileliotes the relation uf thu titithlul 
t» Jam, b the fotmer sa members, in the latter an servants ; thu»e 
ft p tva&jna, being «o umlerattMxl b^ the pertotM to whom he vrote, 
■ouU emnly coorej ill tlie wntiments naturalij growing out af those 
relatioiu, oaA ao much of such sentiments «s is necessary to clear 
(he cmiDectiun of the passa^ with its context, though not expresaed 
M Mrnu nu.5 be nlpplied or understood hy the reader, as they irere 
undnubtedlj- tfamiUar to the niindi of the ftputle'a correspondents. 
mil M tlie apoille, being a lover of brevity, ciften omitted what Ids 
TttJen DDiIentaJidtng uii^t uhvloualy supply. 
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my fellow servants can wish to divest such » 
service of its free and gracious character, I can- 
not persuade myself that you will forego the 
inestimable riches of our master's grace. I have 
felt, and still feel a confidence in you, that ye 
will not attach yourselves to any other more 
slavish doctrines, to the doctrine of the Judari- 
zers especially, so incompatible as it is with the 
very design of Christ's mission of redemption, 
as 1 have before opened and explained it to you, 
and I rely upon you, that, whoever troubles you 
to that effect shall liimself sustain, while you 
escape the condemnation with which he threat- 
ens the uncircumcised. 

Brethren, who could tell you that I admit .. 
not the efficiency of faithfulness without cir- 
cumcision, that circumcision is a further requi- 
sition of the dispensation I proclaim? If so, if my 
proclaiming of tlie cross, that prototype of faith- 
fulness perfected, be thus qualified and made 
conformable to the privileges of the Jews, 
why am 1 still persecuted by them? Truly, 
they have no reason; for in this supposition the 
: offensiveness of the cross has ceased to exist. 

You are aware, that the christians at Jerusa- 
lem are tolerated entirely or in great measure, 
because, for reasons of good policy perhaps in 
their particular locality, they forbear to repu- 
diate circumcision. 
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Circumci^on is the vital thread of Judaism, 
which is cut asunder by the full declaratiun of 
that principle of salvation which Christ exhibited 
on the cross. If our acceptance with God rest 
exciusivety on faithfulness of spirit, on that 
spirit which enabled Christ to lay down his life 
on the cross, and Abraham to offer his only 
I^itiraate child, when the will of God demand- 
ed such sacrifices. If our acceptance with God 
rest upon our being thus sincerely baptized into 
Christ ; into his crucified body, into his faithful 
spirit, then are all the forms and external works 
of the law, and the Jews are aware of this, 
become idle ceremonies 

It is for this reason the christians at Jerusa- 
lem are constrained to hesitate in declaring the 
whcrfe will of God, are forced to temporize for 
their very existence ; it is for this reason I am 
persecuted with the utmost virulence by my 
own nation, because I denounce circumcision, 
because I have boldly cut asunder the vital 
thread of their exclusive privilege of holiiies.s. 
The Judaizers are subverting Christ's work 
among you, neutralizing or limiting his message 
fttini God of free pardon to the faithful with- 
out the works of the law. They maintain that 
the uncircumcised are obnoxious to the heaviest 
sentence of the law, excision from the people 
of God, and most zealous are their efforts at 
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this moment. when a visit from me is in agita^ 
tion, to exc'irid* all those who are uneircmnci- 
sed in the flesh from your communion and con- 
nection. Would that themselves, unc'rcumcised ■■ 
as they are with the true circumcision, that of 
the heart, would that themselves, I say, were 
excinded from all connection with yoii, tliat 
tliey miyht no longer jeopardy your peace and 
stahility as a church. 

Brethren, you have l)cen called to a state of-, 
liherty ; this I assert in terms of the strongest 
assurance ; only not so that your assured liber- 
ty should become a ground of dissention and 
strife wliich are carnal, hut let love, that iove 
which is the acknowledged rule of our order 
be the means, the soul, of mutual subserviency 
among you to eacli others feelings and interests. ,, 
For the whole law of the sons of God is com- 
plete in a single precept. Love your neighbour 
as yourself. Love practically one another, for 

' I hare presumed to coin a word, but T do not trespaH in IhU 
*Bj- often, and when I do, it la cerUinLy because my stock of wonb 
alE not lufRcicnt to help me out of my diHicultiea. 'I'he meaning; of 

the worilg coined, I trust, xre always too obvious tu tM^ate any pec- 
plnity. In this instance, abscinded would perhaps liare been more 
*trictly from the Greek, but it would not hiive answered m,v purpose 
better i and as 1 have elsewhere coined the ward excinded, I did not 
wish to add another sin lo my catalogue. I will just odd here, to save 
another note, that in the thirteenth verse, I shall consider the yap 
as itrongly aneveratiTe, and the pirei ,u.n which tollow as corrective 
of the ai 



1 

;.ta- ^ 



M 



t;\i.. en. V. V. H, 



all the faithful are but olie body, one building 
in Christ Jesus. It is our occupation to preserve 
that boilding from being injured by the ene- 
mies of Christ. But if ye bite and devour one " 
another, see that ye are not yourselves mutually 
the cause of your common dissolution. 

But, I say, walk spiritually, that is, as persons __ 
pledged or baptized into that spirit which was 
in Christ, and the things which the flesh covets 
cannot, will not, be taken by you as the scope 
or principal end of life. If they are, the free- 
dom to which ye are called as spiritual mem. 
hers of Christ exists not ; for the selfishness of,, 
the flesh and the disinterestedness of the spirit, 
that spirit which was in Christ, are incompati- 
ble with each other, and lie as impediments in 
the way of each other, so that a man suffering 
himself to be encompassed and perplexed with 
the strifes and passions of the flesh, cannot act 
as he, that is, as the spirit, the judgment, the 
mind of the man wishes to act. He has not 
his liberty, he serves unwiUingly under a ma&- 
ter. But if ye are led by the spirit, if the 
things which the spirit desires be the scope and 
pdiicipal end of your life : if ye live spiritual- 
ly, if ye are as person.s faithfully baptized into 
the spirit of Christ, ye are the sons of God, ye 
liave oo master, ye are not under a law, and _ 
the works of the flesh, which ye will avoid, are 
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manifest to you without any law. You ask, 
I perhaps, what are the works of the flesh so in- 
Gompatible witli the freedom of the faithful? 
Should we not seek for them in some code of 
law ? In the writings of Moses for instance, 
or in the moral disquisitions of the philoso- 
phers ? 

But, I reply, the works of the flesh need no 
written index to point them out, they are and 
ever have been sufficiently obvious to the com- 
mon sense of mankind, to those whose spirit is 
not enslaved by the lusts of the flesh ; such are 
"adultery, fornication, filthiness, lasciviousiiess, 
the abominations of idolatry, the fatal arts of 
sorcery ; such are the enmity, strife, eagerness, 
anger, contentiousness, factiousness, schism, 
which I regret to notice among you ; such are 
envy, murder, drunkenness, gluttony, and the 
like; all which principles and practices I distinct- 
ly and especially tell you, as I have done before, 
are utterly incompatible with tlie baptismal 
pledge of the sons of God : they who are guilty 

Cof them, whether they be of the circumcision or 
of the uncircumcision, have no pari or inherit- 
ance in the kingdom of God, whose rule is the 
rule of liberty. Such persons liave no liberty, 
they cannot act as they would, they are not 
subjects of a free kingdom, they are under the 
bondage uf sin and death. 
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But those who act under the guidance of.. 
mind, who have broken the tliraldom of their 
passions, who are, consistently with their pledge, 
spiritual as Christ was spiritual, are freed from 
the law of sin and death, they are not sensible 
of aiiy law in their members, subverting that of 
the mind, they have crucified the flesh, by being 
baptized into the crucified body of Jesus, they 
have pledged themselves, whatever it cost, to 
discard forever all selfishness, or that enslaving 
principle which constitutes the peculiarity of 
the fiesh. They have grafted, as it were, the 
spirit of the disinterested Jesus upon or into 
their own spirit, and the natural fruits of the 
spirit thus regenerated with a graft from the 
holy vine, are love, joy, peace, forbearance, a 
disposition to be useful, kind-heartedness, faith- 
fulness, mildness, self-command. 

He who has established himself in these,, 
things, he who runneth thus in the way of the 
spirit, finds that he runneth in the way of the 
most perfect freedom, he finds that there is no 
law to restrain any of his movements. Those .. 
who are really members of Christ have for ever 
forsworn the tyranny of the flesh, its passions 
and lusts ; they have crucified themselves with 
the crucified body of Jesus, and risen again 
regenerate in his spirit of faithfulness. 

If then as members of Christ we are regene- .. 
rate in his spirit, if by baptism, in grateful 
E 2 
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consideration of God's free pardon of our sins, 
we have pledged ourselves to live in Christ's 
spirit, let us move in unison with that spirit. 
Let us make our conduct correspond with 
our profession, and not, like the unregenerate ,, 
whether Jew or Gentile, involve ourselves in 
vain contests for personal distinctions in the 
carnal spirit of party, caballing with some, viz. 
the circumcised as partizans, and with an evil 
eye watching others, viz. the uncircumcised 
as adversaries. 

On the contrary brethren, even though a .. 
man be in actual transgression, and in your 
atFectionate zeal you snatch him as a maimed 
member from the destruction that threatens 
him ; (much more in a mere omission of a car- 
nal ceremony,) even in such a case, in tlie case 
of actual transgression, do you, who happily 
continue in the ways of the spirit, with that 
gentleness, which is one of the natural fruits of 
the spirit, that is, of the mind or spirit when 
it acts as it did in Christ, free from any undue 
bias of the flesh ; do you, I say, in gentleness 
restore such a one as a maimed member of 
Christ. But in the exerci.se of this lenity to 
others, let each look well to himself, lest in his 
compassion to the offender he be tempted 
to become a partaker of the offence. Thus, ,. 
instead of aggravating each otliers burdens, 
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ligllten them as much as you can by mutual 
sympathy and support, assisting each other in 
the service of our Lord, fulfilling the law of 
love, that single law, (if what is ratlier a prin- 
ciple may be called a law,) which he has im- 
posed upon us. I prove by these observations 
the unreasonableness of that spirit of sectarian 
selfishness and pride which exists among you, 
aggravating, by strife and contention, the dif- 
ficulties you have to encounter ; I prove that 
spirit to be as irrational as it is mischievous. 
For,* if any man outraging the charities of •■ 
life, makes religion an affair of party, and be- 
cause he prevails upon others to encumber 
themselves with circumcision, while in spiritual 
love he himself remains a child, makes preten- 
sions to distinction among the brethren, he is 
perfectly unreasonable, he is under an infatu- 
ation. 

The carnal spirit of party builds its impor- 
tance upon the works of others, and talks of 
the multitude of its circumcised proselytes, but 
the spirit of Christ knows no distinction but 
what is personal. Let each of you bring to ■• 
the proof, rest his pretensions upon, his own 



■ I think it will often be fuund that where an ar^funienl dearly 
inl«n a ciuiclUNun the aposlle, without expreSHiig that concliuion, 
•Ml the paTticle ys^, iinil hurrice on lo other mailers beariof; upon, 
g out oi; the unexpresaeU cdqcIuwuu. 
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personal works, and not upon the work of 
another, and tlien his self-complacency, his ex- 
ulting consciousness of the love of God, shall 
rest where it ought to do upon himself alone. 
For every vessel shall carry its own burden... 
cargo, or merchandize : let him who brings the ., 
word instead of limiting it by ceremonial ob- 
stacles, give practical, not mere ceremonial 
proof, that he has himself a property in its in- 
estimable treasures, let both him who brings 
and him who receives the word, by personal 
application making it their own, participate 
fully in all the good it contains, in the purity 
which it enjoins, and in the grace without 
work.s which it proffers. Then shall every ves- 
sel carry its own burden, then shall every man 
rest his pretension solely upon himself, solely 
upon the personal benefit he derives by his 
personal application and improvement of grace. 

Do not deceive yourselves. You will gain .. 
nothing with God, wliatever you may with 
man, by an imposing array of the retainers of 
circumcision. On the contrary, by such a per- 
version of his goodness you are insulting him. 
Professing the glory of God, you are but lay* 
ing out yourselves for the favor of man. But 
God will not be insulted, you shall personally 
reap what you personally sow; for whoever., 
sows to the flesh as you do, whoever seeks only 
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the favor of man, sowing to his own interest 
or vanity, that the pride and selBshness of his 
own flesh may be pampered by the support 
and adulation of the multitude ; whoever thus 
flows to the flesh shall reap only that which the 
flesh is heir to — corruption ; but whoever sows 
to the spirit, whoever by the sincerity of his 
baptismal pledge perishes as to the hist of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the piide of life, 
in the crucified body of Christ, and rises again 
as to faithfulness, purity, and love, with the 
spirit of Christ, he shall reap that which the 
spirit is heir to, viz. eternal life. 

Let us not then in our personal exertions 
slacken to do good, for every one who perse- 
veres, who remits not in doing good, shall 
reap his harvest in its proper season. Let us 
indeed, as opportunity shall serve, fulfil to its 
utmost extent the law of love before alluded 
to, viz. love thy neighbour as thyself, let us, 
as opportunity shall serve, do good to all men, 
and especially to those who, belonging by bap- 
tism to the dispensation of faithfulness, are as 
it were of the household of Christ. 

You have seen on other occasions* in what 
hand I write, when I take up the pen myself. 

■ I am aware ihat (his imports a facl, incoiiBislenl with the common 

ofuoion that thii \a the first epistle St. Paul ever wrote. I know 

Out whether it in iieterodux to suppose that some, and perhaps inallv, 

at' St. Faul*B writings and duinjfi may liave been lual t<i tlie world. 
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See in what characters I have written this letter, 
recognize the well known character of my own 
hand-writing, 1 call your attention to this, be- 
cause in recognizing my own hand-writing you 
will pay the more profound attention to what 
is written : and as I am about briefly to men- 
tion the principle purport of this epistle, I wish 
here to arrest your most affectionate and closest 
attention. 

They who study appearances from personal .. 
and selfish motives constrain you to be circum- 
cised, tlieir sole object being, that the cross 
may be cleared from offence to the Jews, and 
themselves secured from persecution. Their., 
object is not, what they profess, to bring you 
under any peculiar privilege, as adopted Israel- 
ites to establish you in all the observances of 
the law blameless. For even themselves, cir- 
cumcised as they are (I am speaking now of 
those among the Jiidaicals, who were originally 
Gentiles, some of whom are the most con- 
spicuous in this controversy,) even tliey tliem- 
selves, circumcised though they are, do not in 
point of fact as circumcised keep a law ; keep- 
ing a law forms no part of the meaning or 
effect of that act, in the spirit in wiiich they 
perform it: deference to any law of which that 
act is a symbol, is very far from their thoughts; 
their own credit, their own reputation, is all 
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link of, they are circumcised merely be^ 
cause they wish you to be circumcised, that 
your flesh or your carnal adoption into the 
faintly of Israel so far from suhjecting them to 
be persecuted, may be a ground of triumph 
to tbem, and a subject of recommendation with 
the Jewish hierarchy. 

But for myself I discard all boasting, save in .. 
the cross of our I-ord Jesus Christ, through 
whom the world has been crucified to me and 
I to the world. Having died in this body of,, 
flesh, I study not appearances, to have it spared 
from the consequences of my baptismal pledge. 
I know no master but Jesus Christ, and with 
bim neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
are of any moment, but the crucifixion of the 
flesh, of the old man. with his crucified body, 
and the resurrection of the spirit, the new man, 
tbe new creature, with his glorified body, that 
is, our utter severance from the selfish princi- 
ples of the flesh which is death in Christ, and 
our absolute, entire and faithful addiction to the 
disinterestedness of the spirit, which is life in 
Christ; and whoever order themselves in such ., 
courses, as thus to redeem their baptismal 
pledge, thus to conform to the measure of the 
faithful, viz. Christ's crucified body, their por- 
tion (true Israel of God as they are, and not 
merely the Israel of circumcision,) their portion 
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18 assured peace and mercy with Gkxi, whatever 
hatred and cruelty they may as uncircumcised 
experience from man. 

Being a new creature, redeemed from the 
law to Christ, I acknowledge no master but 
him, and having amply proved the nullity of 
circumcision, which is the ground of your 
appeal to my masters, as you would have me 
acknowledge the apostles at Jerusalem, I con. 
elude by repelling the insinuation that I have a 
master on earth, Christ is my only master, and to 
him I stand or fall. Let no one as though he .. 
had a right to do me either justice or injustice 
as a master, annoy me, for I carry in my body 
not tlie mark of a servile retainer to the 
Judaical faction, hut the marks of a servant to 
him whose service is perfect freedom, the Lord 
Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be .. 
with your spirit, brethren, assuring it of its 
acceptance with God without the works of the 
flesh, without circumcision and the ceremonial 
purification of the law. Amen. 
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Paul through the will of God apostle to Jesus 
Cbrist, writes to the holy and faithful mem- 
bers of Christ in Ephesus, to those who entitle 
themselves this distinctive denomination of the 
followers of Christ, by a faithful pledge to a 
unity with him, that is, to a unity with his 
holiness and faithfulness. God our Father, and . 
Lord Jesus Christ grant you grace, or gratui- 
tous acceptance and consequently peace, or the 
peace of mind inseparable from the assurance 
of that grace. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord • 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us among the 
heavenly, that is, as heavenly or as true mem- 
bers of Christ who is heavenly, with every 
spiritual blessing peculiar to our blessed con- 
nection or unity as sons of God with Christ 
who is in heaven. Blessed be God, who actu- 
ated by love has designated us as his own to a 
filial adoption through Christ, that is, through 
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our spiritual fellowship with Christ as faithful, 
not throijgli a canial adoption among the sons 
of Abraham as circumcised ; who has done this, 
not in a spirit of exclusion according to the 
restricted grace of a national or individual elec- 
tion, but in a spirit of unrestrained love accord- 
ing to his good will: his adoption of us standing 
in a decree of election which, unlike that wluch 
the Jews plead dependent on circumcision and 
the ground of privilege, is grounded on the 
universal good will of the Creator to his crea- 
tures, and is in favor not of an individual tribe 
or nation, but of all, whoever thej' may be, 
tlut love Uira, a decree which is coeval with 
the world, a decree which lias ever been in force 
for the saving of those who love God, for the 
redemption of those from among the children 
of wrath, from among the mere unthankful, 
uniaithful, unholy, or which is the same thing 
unregenerate descendants of Adam, against 
whom the sentence of condemnation was pro- 
nounced. Blessed be God who lias thus by his 
decree of election accepted us as sons, notwith- 
standing our imperfections as men, accepted us 
as righteous before him, that is, as considered 
by him iioly and blameless, whatever we may 
be considered by the Jew, who consider cir- 
cumcision and the carnal purification of the 
law as indispensable to liollness and acceptance 
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icttli God, — fixing by that decree the spiritilBl 
blessing which is the subject of the decree, vizt 
the adoption to a unity in his favor with Christ 
his son, and fixing the requisite qualification 
of the object of that decree, viz love, but not 
fixing the objects themselves. Blessed be God 
who hai thus blessed us by an eternal decree 
even prior to the covenant of Moses with the 
spiritual or heavenly blessing of the adoption 
in Christ. Blessed, I say, with the most grate- 
ful earnestness, for though by that decree he 
only fixed the spiritual blessing, which was 
the subject of that decree, viz. the adoption to 
a unity in his favor with Christ his son, and the 
requisite qualification of the objects of that 
decree, viz. love, but did not fix the objects 
themselves, and therefore did not predestinate 
us respectively, yet we who are baptized, we 
the holy and faithful, we who claim the distinc- 
tive denomination of the followers of Christ, 
unless we are the grossest hypocrites, unques- 
tionably love God, and therefore as unquestion- 
ably are the objects of his blessed decree, love 
to God being the soul of baptism, or of any 
adhesion to Christ, binding us like Christ or 
like Abraham to a willing and faithful devotion 
to tiie God whom we love, who thus accepted 
us on our personally, and sincerely by baptism 
pledging ourselves into an identity of spirit 
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with Christ, even before the proof of the since- 
rity of our pledge by a. correspondent perform- 
ance, thus treating us with the same gracious 
favor, which was shown to Abraham, when his 
feithfulness of spirit was accepted for an act 
of obedience to which it stood pledged. 

Blessed be God who lias thus appointed us ,. 
to illustrate the glory of his grace; his grace 
confirmed to us as united to his son, in whom 
and not in the legal victims of the altar, we have 
our redemption from that curse which impends 
over sin. We have this grace in or through 
the blood of Christ. We have, as it were, 
quaffed the blood of Christ symbolically in the 
holy supper, pledging ourselves to him even 
unto the death ; and in consideration of our 
thus appropriating, as it were, the blood of 
Clirist by pledging our own, God assures us by 
or through that blood, of his grace, of his par- 
don of our failures in our endeavours to be 
righteous, assures us by tliat blood that he will 
accept us as his own sons, as he did him who 
ehed it. This is the manner in which we have 
assured to us that favor, witli which God 
abounds towards us, pouring out upon us, even 
before our faithfulness has been subjected to 
the same practical test, to the same fiery ordeal, 
pouring out upon us freely, most abundantly, 
and as it were in advance, the riches of his 
grace or favor. 
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Thus, in a manner the most striking, the .. 
most practically efficient, the plainest to our 
understanding, and the most exciting to the 
heart, and therefore in a manner which impUes 
consummate wisdom and judgment in his coun- 
sels ; has God divulged to us the secret of his 
own will, according to his own good will which 
he set forth in Christ, not according to the 
good will of the law, which is a placated good 
will and of partial application, but according 
to that good %vill which is his own essential at- 
tribute, which loaths the hlood of bullocks and 
of lambs, which embraces all who love their 
Maker, and of which he gave to the world a 
practical illustration in the person of Christ, in 
glorifying him who faithfully loved him. Bles- .. 
sed be God who has thus divulged to us this 
mystery hidden from the ages that are past, for 
a dispensation, which in his own will and mind, 
he determined to give to the faithful, the spiri- 
tual descendants of Abraham, when the times 
of the restrictive dispensation of Abraham's 
natural descendants, the dispensation of the 
drcumcision, should be fulfilled. Blessed be 
God for this dispensation, which suras up all 
his purposes with respect to us in Christ, both 
earthly and heavenly, both as respects our con- 
duct here and our hopes hereafter, both as re- 
spects Dur unity with Christ in his crucified or 
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earthly body, and also as respects our unity 
with him in his glorified or heavenly body, all 
which ha\e been instanced, illustrated, and 
held forth in the person of Christ. 

This gracious dispensation sums up all in him, . 
as members of whom, we have our allotment 
of iniieritaiice ; not indeed that we are allotted 
after the manner of our fathers, who on entering 
the promised land took their portions according 
to lot, but we as true members of Christ, and 
therefore as sincere lovers of God are the ob- 
jects of his decree of election, and are secured 
in our inheritance by an assurance of a much 
less precarious and more solemn nature than 
the allotment of the fathers, being determinately 
assigned to it, not according to iot, but accord- 
ing to the determinate purpose of God, who 
in his operations conforms not to the capricious 
results of chance, but consulting only with his 
own will by his own unequivocal attestation in 
raising Christ from death, and accepting us as 
members of his risen body, eifects in Christ all 
things that relate to the assunince of our inhe- 
ritance, there being nothing further wanted, 
neither allotment nor circumcision, nor any 
other species of investment peculiar to the old 
dispensation. 

We have been thus invested with this lot of., 
inheritance, we Jews to whom Christ first came, 
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and who therefore first laid hold of him as our 
assurance of hope, that we, the first settlers as 
it were, the first who have been led by Christ 
within sight of onr holy land, and have been 
blessed with this all-sufficient assurance in Christ, 
should praise the glory of Giod who has in 
reserve for us so glorious an inheritance. And .. 
this assurance in Christ, which is effectual for 
us Jews who were first called, is equally so for 
you Gentiles : for you who have lieard the word 
of truth, the blessed message of salvation, and 
who have faithfully relied upon the same, and 
have had your interest in the inheritance seal- 
ed and confirmed to you by the holy spirit of 
promise : by that holy spirit which was promi- 
sed to us, which, as it shone triumphantly in ■- 
tlie resurrection of him of whom we are mem- 
bers. and as it especially displays itself to the 
Gentiles as well as the Jews for assurance and 
encouragement as the predicament of the 
churcJi requires, is the earnest of our inheri- 
tance unto redemption : the earnest of our in- 
heritance of that redemption, or that spiritual 
portion of the faithful, which we are sure of 
as an acquisition or settled possession, not as an 
allotment like that of the fathers on the chance 
of the dye, hut as a rightful property or pur- 
■ chase settled upon us by the counsel and deler- 
I mination of God : a property whicli we are 
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assured of the moment that by sincere baptism 
in Christ we become sons of God : assured of 
by virtue of that filial investment which God 
granted to all the faithful, to both you and us, 
tt) all who love him in the person of Christ. 
And in this inheritance both you and we are 
invested by God, that we may praise his glory, 
that, unlike the carnal inheritors of the Jerusa- 
lam which now is and is in bondage, who 
groan and murmur under a yoke, we the liber- 
ated sons of God, restored as it were into the in- 
vestment of our own estate, may make the praises 
of the glory of God our occupation and hap- 
piness. Knowing as we do. that those who as ,, 
well as ourselves are of Christ's faithful spirit, 
have a joint interest with us in this inheritance, 
fruitful of praise, land it is therefore an addi- 
tional excitement to my gratitude to hear the 
particulars of your faithfulness as servants of the 
Lord Jesus, and your love towards all the holy,) ., 
I cease not to praise God on your account, 
never forgetting you in my devotions. 

Blessed be God, I repeat, who according to 
his decree of election in favor of all who should 
love him, has determinately designated you to 
the adoption of sons, as he has done all those 
in whom his adoption is able to take effect, 
through the answer of love on their part, (and 
for this reason — having heard of your faithful- 




ving liearcl of tbe manner and d^^ree in 
which faithfulness evinces itself _in your hearts 
as servants of the Lord Jesus, and of your love 
towards all the holy, having received these un- 
equivocal proofs of your love to God, and 
therefore of your capacity of inheriting under 
God's decree, — I am ever thankful on your 
account, always remembering you in my devo- 
tions.) Dl^sed be the God, I repeat, of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, the 
God who revealed himself to us by adopting 
lu in Jesus as the Father, and by the glorifi- 
cation attending that adoption as the Father of 
glory ; who has deterrainately designated you 
to this glorious adoption, that he might there- 
by give you a spirit of wisdom and of reve- 
lation in the knowledge of Christ,* that he 
might give you a mind or spirit fraught with 



4 

1 



' Tbc USiowiag i* a sort of akeletao — shewint; the c 
(lire to the venea from 3 ti) 17 indusive, S^n being the optative and 
not tlie subjuDutive, induced me to look back fnr a verb in the past 
tense to ({orem tts. I think an attempt at penpiiruiCj cauied the 
rapctilion at t ^ in verse I7i on account nf the ffreat interval be- 
tween sfMfiaof and »«, nod the aiidliion of rx la/fm n^wi inrti xf^^* 
■ 'ran; tin isjui grew out of the intervening mallet. 

s s ^ t fl 

m i--t» i - ti a vSn wv) — »'•« ' 9*« '» •wfin ii^'" fW xf-^^ ^ 
faJaf tit 3J(*( Su» iiA.',t tytui^ iro^pia^, &c. 

F 2 



EPH. CH. I. V. 17, IB, 19, 20, 21. 



revealed wisdom, with tliat wisdom wliicli is 
opened unto you in the knowledge of Christ, 
who is God's word of communication with 
man, viz. the knowledge of the mystery hid- 
den from the ages past but now revealed ; 
the knowledge of the spiritual sense of the 
promise : that exhibiting to you in Christ the 
pattern of all true wisdom, and the subject of 
the full accompHshment of all the promises, he 
might excite in you, or give you the spirit 
which was in him, and make you partaker with 
him in those promises, for which participation 
the possession of that spirit is the necessary 
qualification: a spirit consisting in or evincing., 
itself by the enlightening of the eyes of your 
heart, that is, the rectification of the affections 
of your soul ; a rectification which is the conse- 
quence of your finding yourselves by the know- 
ledge of Christ numbered among the holy, 
and appreciating as ye must your consequent 
prospects, as holy in the sight of God, as joint 
Leirs with Christ, having God for your portion, 
and the riches of his glory for your inheritance, 
and his immeasurable power for your depen- 
dence; his immeasurable power corresponding 
with the mighty energies of the same as evi- 
denced on the person of Christ, when he raised 
him from the dead, and seated him among the 
celestials at his right hand, alwve all supremacy .. 
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anrf authority, and might, and nobility.and above 
every name of dignity known, not only in the 
old Jerusalem or dispensation which is here, 
but is departing, but also in the new Jerusa- 
lem or new dispensation which is from above, 
and is approaching, and placed all things rela- .« 
tive to the church, whether the old or new 
church, under his feet, and gave him to be its 
head, constituting the universal church one 
body with one head, as the entirety of Christ 
whom he made the head, and not only the head .. 
but the body ; the all in all : placing you and 
us a^ members in the body, having no effective 
power or spiritual life independently of tlie 
head or distinctly from the body. 

And you Gentiles and us Jews who were .. 
dead : us Jews who were dead in our sins of the 
law, in our failures of attaining unto our legal 
prescribed righteousness; and you Gentiles who 
were dead in the sins of infidelity, in which ye ,. 
OTice walked according to the habits and cus- 
toms of this pagan world, according to or in 
conformity with the power esteemed in Ephe- 
wis as supreme in the air, a power or spirit, 
wltetherreal or imaginary, whose operation or 
influence is still manifest in the children of dis- 
obedience, those children who will not emanci- 
pate themselves from that power, by accepting 
our gbd tidings from the God of our Lord 
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Jesiis Christ, among which children, or in the ■ 
same spirit of disobedience with them, we also, 
we Jews onoe were, being versed in or custom- 
arily led by the inordinate desires of the flesh, 
doing the will of the flesh or obeying the flesh, 
and the restless imaginations which belong to 
the flesh, and were become as well as the rest, 
as well as you Gentiles, naturally (that is, as far 
as concerns this natural body inherited from 
Adam, and unregenerated by the spirit of faith- 
fulness,) the children of wrath. You Gentiles^ 
I say, and us Jews, who were alike dead, hath 
God quickened. You Gentiles were dead in 
your sins of infidelity : but God, abounding in . 
pitifulness, from the free impulse of that ever- 
lasting love with which he ever embraces the 
feithful, quickened you; and us also, dead as we . 
were in our failures of attaining unto the righte- 
ousness which lie had prescribed to us, both 
you and us hath he quickened together in 
Christ, as living members of Christ's body, the 
church.* As we Jews therefore disclaim any 
saving efficacy from the works of the law, rest- 
ing all our hopes upon the grace and goodness 
of God, ye Gentiles will surely be satisfied 
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that ye have no need of any such works, that 
ye are saved by grace, that the grai:e of God 
withoat circumcision, assured freely to-all who 
by a sincere baptism are become in faithfulness 
of spirit members of Christ, is the only foim* 
tain of life in Christ. 

God has raised up Christ, and has placed 
him at bis right hand among the inhabitants of 
heaven, and in so doing he bath of his own 
free grace invested us both Jews and Gentiles ,. 
IS members or parts of Christ, with correspond- 
ent glory, raising us up from that death to 
which we stand pledged, from that death which 
as pledged, God considers as actual, raising us 
up, as he did Isaac, from that death which he 
considers as suffered by the faithful in the death 
of Christ by those who are pledged to it, to 
that life, which, as it appeared in the risen 
Christ, is the assured destiny of all who are in 
tijm, that is, who are faithful, begetting us to 
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadetb not away, reserved in heaven for us. 
Cod's purpose herein is, that in the times which >• 
are to come, lie may, by the practice of common 
Life as it will shape itself under his new dispen- 
sation, bring into view the rich transcendency 
of his grace in its aptitude for our good, in its 
natural exaltation of our piiuciples as faithful 
members of the risen Christ. 
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■ ■ For ye are saved by grace through faithful- ., 
oess. Faitlifuhiess of spirit, or an intenial Jden- 
tification with the spirit or principles that were 
ID him of whom ye are members, is the instru- 
ment or means of your salvation ; and at the 
moment of your sincere and genuine impreg- 
nation with that spirit, without awaiting its 
fruits, God at once accepts you as the very 
.. members of his glorified son: so that both Jews 
■ wd Gentiles liave been raised from a state of 
spiritual death, or disfavor with God, to life in 
Christ Jesus, not from any works actually per- 
formed by either the one or the other, but 
entirely from the spontaneous good will of God, 
accepting those as righteous, who are simply 
«nd sincerely pledged to be in spirit or princi- 
ples one with his beloved son. This therefore 
your state of blessedness sprang not originally 
from any thing done on your part. It is the 
gift oi' God, not springing out of works, to .. 
justify the invidious distinctions claimed by 
the Jews. For we are equally, both Jews .. 
and Gentiles, with reference to our adoption, 
the creation of God, created as members of 
Clirist Jesus, not for liaving done, but to do 
good works, such works as those for which 
God in our original creation bad fitted or fur- 
nished US, designing tliat we sliould walk in' 
them. 
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Bear it in mind therefore, that ye were once 
held as aliens by those who are termed of the 
circumuision, by those whose badge of distinc- 
tion is 3 mark made in the flesh by the hand of 
man ; bear it in mind, that at that time ye .. 
were without Christ, held as aliens from the 
state of Israel, strangers, not included in the 
covenants of the promise, without hope, discon- 
nected with God in the world. Bear this in ,. 
mind, but that now, as connected with Christ, 
far estranged as ye were thought from the state 
of Israel, from the covenants of the promise, ye 
are become near in a consanguinity, not with 
the Jews the camal seed of the law, but with 
Christ the spiritual seed of promise. 

For he is our peace, he who has reduced .. 
into unity the separate nationality of both of 
us, who has demolished the wall of exclusive- 
ness that was between us. 

The law was the ground of the enmity in 
which the Gentiles were supposed to be with 
God, the wall that kept us, Jews and Gentiles, 
apart, the law of tlie commandments, the code of 
fixed dogmas of exclusion, imposed on account 
of the flesh, on account of the repugnance of 
the flesh to God ; Christ hy crucifying his own 
flesh, by spontaneously annihilating that in 
himself which was the very end and object of 
the law, in effect, annulled the law : for a law. 
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which is a provision against sin, is a nullity 
•with respect to him that has no sin, and he 
thus annulled the law, in order that he might 
build up both Jew and Gentile into one new 
man or nation, entirely emancipated from the 
iaw, that exciting in them the same spirit of 
ftithfulness which was in himself, receiving 
their sincere pledge of unity with himself in 
suffering, he might present them both Jew and 
Gentile to the common father of all, as one 
with himself in favor : all that enmity with 
God, in which the law according to the Jewish 
notions includes the Gentiles, being abolished: 
and that in an unity, which may be allego- ,. 
rized by the unity of divers members in one 
body, lie miglit turn us both Jew and Gentile 
to God, niiglit change us from what we once 
were, from the children of disobedience to the 
sons of God, or from the Israel of the flesh to 
the Israel of the spirit: effecting this change 
through the cross, exciting in us, through the 
cross through the moving efficacy of that in- 
spiring spectacle, his own spirit, that spirit of 
faithfulness which annuls the sentence, or the 
enmity of the law, and ensures peace with 
God. Thus was he our peace, thus by resting „ 
every thing upon faithfulness he came and pro- 
claimed the glad tidings of peace to you that 
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were afar off, and to you that were near, tbat 
is, to the Gentiie equally with the Jew. 

Tliey then, who tell you that without cir- .. 
cumciston ye are strangers and foreigners, and 
can not belong to, or be numbered among tlie 
sons of God, the holy stock of Abraham, are , 
misleading you, for it is not through the law, 
but through Christ, it is not as members of the 
circumcision, but as members of Christ, that 
we the Jews are brought to the Father as well 
•8 the Gentiles, having both of us equally been 
baptized into one spirit, the spirit of faithful- 
ness which was in Christ. 

Truly then, ye are no more strangers, ye are .. 
at home in the house of Israel, ye need no 
circunicision, no act of naturalization, ye belcaig 
to the house of God, ye are fellow citizens with 
his holy people. Ye have beenijuilt upon the .. 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, I do 
not mean the ancient prophets merely, Jesus 
Christ himself being the corner stone, the an- 
gular stone of conjunction that holds you into 
the edifice, in whom the whole rising edifice, in __ 
all its divers parts, being joined or fitted toge- 
ther enlarges itself to a holy temple, all held 
together in the liord, Inlo whom {as into the ,. 
cornerstone that holds in you equally with the 
Jews, the two united walls,) you are constructed 
BS a part of the editice, as a part of the temple 
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or holy habitation of God, and the hold by 
which you firmly adhere, is that spirit of faith- 
fulness which was in him and Is in you. 

For this reason my chains are your chains. .. 
The unity of both Jew and Gentile in Christ 
being perfect, it follows that the chains I bear 
for him, as a member of him, are borne for you 
Gentiles, who likewise are his members ; if at .. 
least you have effectively heard tlie dispensa- 
tion of the graee of God, wliich through your 
adoption of Christ's faithfulness of spirit places 
you as well as ourselves the Jews, in the body 
of Christ as members. For this reason being 
in chains, those chains which are the chains of 
Jesus Christ, for so intimate and affectionate 
through the grace of God is the connection be- 
tween Jesus and the faithful, that all he has 
done and suffered, is imputed to the members, 
and all that we do and suffer under the influ- 
ence of Christ's spirit of faithfulness, is in effect, 
and as far as the favor of God Is concerned, con- 
secrated and accepted as the doings and the 
sufferings of Christ our head, for this reason, 
I say, being in chains, it is not only for those, 
who are of the circumcision, but for you like- 
wise, who are of the uncircumcision, that I am 
so, for we are all, Jews and Gentiles, members 
of one another, and my sufferings are yours as 
joint members with ourselves of the body of 
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Jesus Christ ; if at least ye have effectively 
heard the dispensation of the grace of God as 
it has been given or committed to me for you. 

I say heard, because man could not have .. 
come to the full knowledge of that grace by 
the light of reason, for I discovered it not by 
that light, but God made it known to me, 
made known to me the mystery by a super-na- 
tural revelation, (this I have briefly written or 
placed before you, that on perusal ye may re-.. 
mark my understanding in the mystery of 
Christ, that is, the manner of my understand- 
ing, or the means whereby I came to understand 
that mystery.) God, I repeat, made known to 
me the mystery, which in other generations 
had not been made known to the sons of men 
so clearly, and to the extent, in which it has 
now been'super-naturally revealed by the spirit 
to God's holy apostles and prophets, viz. that., 
the Gentiles are joint heirs with us, joint mem- 
bers cpf one body, joint partakers of God's pro- 
mise in Christ, his promise of acceptance or life 
to all the faithful as members of Christ, reveal- 
ed to them through the blessed message or 
embassy of which 1 was made a minister. 
(I have written or briefly called your especial ., 
notice to this fact, viz. my understanding in 
the mystery of Christ, the striking circumstance 
that I should be chosen to understand that 



EPH. CH. III. V. 7, a. it, 



mystery.) God in liis especial selection of ine 
observed the same character of gratuitousness 
in tlie blessings bestowed, and of weakness in 
the instrument used to communicate his bless- 
ing, wbicli runs through the whole mystery of 
his dispensation. 1 who had persecuted the 
church, and who in oratory and personal pre- 
tensions was inferior to other men, before whom 
every one of the holy sliould seem to have 
merited a precedence, had this grace or offer 
given to me, as if God meant by so remarkable 
a selection to give a specimen or brief notifica- 
tion of his will, that the acceptance of the faith- 
ful should be entirely gratuitous, and that their 
investment with the inheritance should not 
stand in any thing that man could do, hut in 
the energetic jjower of him, who could raise up 
seed unto Abraham from the stones of the 
earth. 

To me, 1 repeat, the very least of the holy, •• 
was given this office of publishing the glad 
tidings to the Gentiles, of opening tip, what to 
human reason had been undiscoverable, the 
riches of Christ, the inestimably precious bless- 
ing insured to us in, or as members of, Christ, .. 
to make all nations see and discern the com- 
munion of interest, the equal participation in 
Christ secured to both Jew and Gentile. To 
me was committed this mystery, this wisdom 
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of God which lay hidden from the ages that 
are past, hidden in God, in the sanctuary of 
the will of him who through Christ has created 
. alU both Jews and Gentiles, who were alike 
dead in sin, into a new man, into the Israel of 
God: so that now the wisdom of God, not re- 
strictive in its beneficial application to a single 
nation, but applicable in its blessings to many 
and various nations, has been made known to 
kings and governors, witness the chains I bear 
for testifying before them, has been made 
known in, or as it has shewn itself in those who 
are raised by it above earthly things, those who 
are heavenly as Christ is heavenly, has been 
made known tiiroiigh the church, the church 
consisting, as we have explained it, of all the 
fiutbful without distinction of circumcision and 
luicircumcision ; this wisdom of God having 
been hitherto considered by the Jews to be, as it 
were, of but one form, but as fitted <Mily for their 
own nation, has been now made known to be 
infinitely multifarous and suited to all the vari- 
ous nations upon the earth, according to the 
setting forth of it which was foretold of old, and 
which God effected in the person of our Lord, 
in whom we all, Jews and Gentiles, exclu- 
Bvely of the works of the law, through our 
adoption of that faithfulness of spirit which was 
in him, are freed from the slavish restraint 
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fear, alid are brought up to our Fat}i«r as sons 
cx>nfident of being pardoned for the past, and 
received into favor. 

Wherefore as this wisdom of God is not re- ,. 
strieted in its application, but is set fortli for 
your benefit, as well as the Jews, you being 
accepted in Christ as well as us, and brought 
up with ua into the favor of tlie Father, assured 
with us of glory in the glorification of Christ, 
] entreat you not to let my afflictions make 
you give way or relait in a spiritless inannery 
afflictions which I repeat are sustained for you,: 
since we are all members one of another, set in- 
the one body of Christ, and consequently ilisfr-' 
parably mixed up with and personally interest- 
ed in each others conduct, none of us liveth or 
dieth to himself, and the glory of one member 
is the glory of all. On this account my af- 
flictions being su.stained for all the members of 
Christ, I bend my knees in sign of the most 
perfect resignation before the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the first-born, in whom ail 
distinctions of families are merged and lost, 
all names and privileges indiscriminately and 
equally become the name and prlvil^es of all 
the faithful. 

I have observed that this grace or office of 
evangelizing the Gentiles was given to me the 



emu ' 



EPH. CII. III. V. Ifi. 17, IfcH 

very lea»t of the apostles, it was givai* to so 
unworthy a servant, that, in bestowing upon 
you the means of growing strong in the inner 
man, that is. in your minds by the adoption of 
the spirit that was in Christ, and using as the 
means for (his purpose so apparently incompe- 
tent an instrument as myself, he might bestow 
this grace ii^jon you, not according to the glory 
of the instrument employed, but according to 
his own inexhaustible and inappreciable glory, 
that Christ, revealed to you thus graciously as ., 
it were by the Father himself, the instrument 
being as nothing, might, through your internal 
adopti(M) of his Hlial spirit of faithfulness, your 
aifections being carried up directly to the Father 
occupy your very hearts, that ye might be root- 
ed and founded in love, in the love of God and 
not in the admiration of his ministers, and be 
able, with a corresponding enlargement of prin- 
ciples with the free and open compass of univer- 
sal love, to embrace Christ in his full stature of 
the universal Saviour, to comprehend him in his 
full extent with all his members the holy, 
whether Jew or Gentile, built up into a holy 
t«mpie, that ye might be able to repudiate 
your narrow conceptions of a temple, whose 

*'M;ala' Oh '««ount of lom in the optative; I refer ikdt tbr « 
gwcnuog verb in tht past tentc, whiiJi 1 find in verse R. 
V01-. II. G 
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to so un- 
it ■ug li t be the more 
fridtfiil in }roar h ml^ aa tkr g e niun e fruit of 
idhr spirit, loNPe ; yih i g ^Qiv to God and not 
to tbe ■mliuwilie vm% that with me' ye 
■nght eici a iui horn jomr hearts* ** to him who .. 
is able to do bcy o si d mtaiuic more dian we ask 
or tfaiiik o^ a cc uiJiii g to the stiefigth effected 
within os^ by our adoption of the sfMrit which 
was in Christ, or by the manifestation of the 
holy qiirit on our baptism, to him be glory or 
gratefril love in the church as the body or col- 
lective members of Christ for all the generation^ 
of all time/* 

Wherefore as a member of Christ in chains 
I exhort you to make your ocHiduct suitable 
with the manner and the end of your calling : 
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the graciousiiess of tlie maDiier, God having 
called you into his grace by the humblest of 
instruments, and the goodness of the end, it 
being to root, and found you in Christ by the 
pervading principle of love . Let me exhort you 
by these chains, which are the symbols of my 
taltli fulness, to walk as I do consistently with 
the principles you profess, graciously and affec- 
tionately, suitably with the manner and end of 
your calling, as fellow-members of the same .. 
body affectionately upholding one another by 
every act of self- prostration, mildness, and 
mutual forbearance, earnestly exerting your- ■■ 
selves to preserve, by the connecting bond of 
peaceableness, the unity of the spirit. 

As a church you are but one body and one .. 
spirit, according to the tenor of the dispensa- 
tion of grace, which proposes not two grounds 
of hope, that of the circumcision, and that of 
the uncircumcision, but one, that of a genuine 
iMptism into the one spirit of faithfulness, and 
the one body of self-prostration as illustrated 
in the Lord. There is but one Lord, one faith- .. 
fulness, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all ; Father of the uncircumcision, as well as the 
circumcision, who is over you all, or binds you 
■11 together as one family; who is through you 
all, or commits with impartial confidence to 
his faithful sons, his work of grace upon earth; 
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Ttrho U in you all. or who condesceuds to pro- 
daim himseLf under so intiinate a connection 
with those who love him, " tluit he will come 
unto them, and make hi& abode with them ;" 
" neither pray I for tliose alone," said Jesus, 
** but for those also which shall believe on me 
through their word, that they all may be one, 
as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, tliat 
they also may he one in us, that they may be 
one even as we are one, I in them, and thou 
in me." 

We, whether Jew or Gentile, have one and .. 
the same God and Father, and to each one of., 
us, whether Jew or Gentile, has his grace, his 
gratuitous acceptance, his favor as the favor of 
one common Father, been given, according 
to the measure of the gill of Christ, according 
.to the measure even of that gracious and glori- 
[ 4H1S acceptance which was openly given to 
Christ the first-fruits of all the sons of God, 
the moment we discard the flesh, and are bap- 
tized into Christ's genuine spirit of filial fidel- 
ity. 

It is for this reason the Psalmist, in vision 
-contemplating Christ, says : " ascending up on 
high he led captivity captive, and gave gifts to 
men." For this reason, because Christ was to 
elevate the sons of men to the same state of gra- 
cious acceptance with the Father as himself, the 
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dtfldreii of bondage to the glorious liberty of 
the sons of Gorl. God in his goodness gave to 
the son, in whom he was well pleased, both the 
Jews who were captives under the law, and the 
Gentiles who were captives under idolatry, and 
the son took them as his own, as subjects in his 
kingdom, as captives to his power, thus lead- 
ing captivity captive. That the Psalmist al--- 
ludes to Christ is evident, for to whom else 
that ever lived will his language apply ? That 
he ascended up, what is it, but that he first 
descended into the grave as Christ did? He,, 
who descended iuto the grave is the same who 
also ascended up on high above the whole hea- 
vens, so as in all respects to answer to, which 
no one else ever did, or fulfil, the language 
of this prophecy, having died and risen again. 

Moreover the same Christ gave gifts to •• 
men. In order to promote the work of placing 
all the members gratuitously in his glorified 
body, he gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 
be pastors and teachers, to bind together and., 
strengthen the holy to the work of their ser- 
vice, to the building np of the church which is 
Christ's body : giving the ministry of his spe- 
cial servants, till all of us as a church, identifi- 
ed with his body, attain unto one charaeter of 
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i fiadifidnesK, ooe miited practical ximam- 
t of, or pergonal pledge to the son of 
' God; aduhs, as it were, id our filial relation ta 
God ; reiuiuiig perfectness in lore, and perfect- 
nCK in hit faror-, corresponding as sons of God, 
wHli tbe extent of that love vhich influenced,' 
and tlul fever whidi orersbsdowed Christ, and 
wfaidi AiDt constituted him, and will constitute 
K BODS of God: so as to be unifonn and steady 
■ OUT conduct as tbe adult the sons of God; no 
■ore as children, fluctuating and carried about 
I ^tfa crerr wind of doctrine, subjected to the 
uncertain influences of man's teadiing, his va- 
rious machinations and schemes to entrap and 
mislead ns : and as followers of the truth and 
groimded in love, to be enlarged in our prin- 
ciples of liie, all of us, Jews and Gentiles, as 
one community, to the full height or stature 
of Christ, who is our head ; from whom the 
whole body in all its parts conjointly fitted 
together, and made to progress together, or 
increase in size and strength, it's various con- 
necting parts contributing to such progressive 
increase according to t)ie effect of the propor- 
tionate operation of each, grows to the enlarge- 
ment and completion of its own frame, love 
being the vital principle which circulates 
through, supports, and nourishes the whole. 
This, therefore, I say to you, and in the 
le of the Lord I avouch it, ye ougiit not to 
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allow yourselves in the same courses with the 
other Gentiles, who are guided by the vain 
theories of their own invention ; darkened, in •• 
their reasoning, being alienated from the life, 
of God, from that life whicli God approves, on 
account of the obduracy of their hearts, which 
makes them callous or deaf to his message of 
love, and consequently ignorant of him, or of 
the life which he must approve; who in the" 
vain reasonings of their vain philosophy having 
decided pain and trouble, to be the great evils 
of life, to be by alt means avoided, Iiave sur- 
rendered themselves up to the ways of licenti- 
ousness, to do every thing that is corrupt and 
impure under the influence of that principle of 
greedy selfishness which rules them. 

But ye have not so learned Christ, ye have ■* 
not so unprofitably received the word of God, 
as it has been revealed substantially in the per- 
son of Christ, at least, if ye have heard Christ, ., 
or that word to any effect, if ye iiave been in- 
structed in the truth conformably to its charac- 
ter, as it has been set forth in the person and 
conduct of Jesus. 

That truth obliges you to put off the old .. 
man, to put off your former self, your former 
habits and courses, which in their corruption 
and impurity corresponded with the intempe- 
mte sensual principles of the vain philosophers 
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[ fid advocate of the tnitb of God will same- 
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t wider every uidi exciteinefit, say and do do-' 

[ ^ng tlut u wrong, and kt nicfa excitement 
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nwnUary cxfcw of feeling, yet give no place to 

t)ie devil, betxay not yourselves into the power 
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-Let Ititn who steals steal do more, but ratbet* .. 
let him Ubour in some honest and active occu- 
pation, that lie may have the means of com-r 
municMing relief to him who wants relief. '""* 

Let no language of a corrupt character.'bir'M 
tending to impair tlie church, proceed out of 
your mouth, but each as is good for the neces- 
saiy building up of the church, that it may 
give grace to your iiearers, that is, induce your 
hearers to become or continue faithful members 
of Clirist, and consequently participators of his 
grace as sons. And use not such conversation ,. 
as must vex and annoy and consequently im- 
pair the church, such as is offensive to the per- 
vading spirit of the church, the spirit of holi- 
ness; that spirit, which is especially God's in 
oontra-distinction to that, which is the spirit of 
the world; that spirit which was in Christ, and 
in which, in an implied unity with which, by 
virtue of baptism, or a sincere pledge of unity 
witti it, you have been sealed or accepted by 
God as holy or righteous. 

Let every thing that is offensive orincom-.. 
ptitible with that holy spirit into which ye have 
been baptized be put away, let bitterness, and 
vebentience, and wrath, and slander, and all evil 
constructions, be dismissed from your conver- 
sation, with all malice, which is the fountain 
or evil spirit from whence they issue. And be .. 
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^^■■■ImBj fcinJ to one another, 
tov-Wetinen, eren as God 
I ly hmmiMf mu f tiit g ihm hitiit'uX as members 
r af CboA ~*— ^•*"*™-*^g tbar past demerits 
piignMio^aDd fniolgeBt to jou. 

Be JEW m 6eW be jre imitiitors of God, as 
I h titf f td hf Um, and conducting 
Dosaoos of their Other's 
km- Walk in lore, be perfect in love, as your 
henrcalj Fatfaer is perfect, the very image of 
kim, as Christ is of whom ye are memba^. 
Exhibit that spirit of lore in your intercourse 
with others, which Christ discovered for us ; de- 
Urering himself up to death on oiu* account, an 
ofiering and oblation, unlike that vicarious spec- 
tade which the law appoints and which is now 
ofiensiTe to God, an ofining and oblation 
which consisted in a personal prostration of self 
fur the good of others, that he might thus be- 
come, thus dying for the good of others become, 
an oblation or sacrifice, not ofTensive Hke that 
of the law, but of a sweet and acceptable odotu* 
to Cod. Thus was Christ perfect in love, as 
his Father which is in heaven is perfect, be ye 
so likewise. 

I have protested against the members of 
Christ, contaminating themselves with the in- 
decorous practices, whicji so shamefully sig- 
nalize those Gentiles, who still continue in the 
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durkiiess of idolatry ; their fomicatian, (heir itn^ 
ptrrity of every kind, their mercenary licen- 
tiousness, which constitute a part of their sacred 
mysteries, must not be even named The mere 
oaming, much more the practice of such things 
in the religious meetings of the holy, would be 
abominable. Let your worship consist in gran., 
titade toyour gracious Father who has pardon- 
ed your sin, not in that obscene and indecent 
conversation, and tliose festal scurrilities which 
constitute the mysteries of idolatry, and are 
so unsuitable in any service that professes to be 
religious. For ye know, (and let your con-__ 
duct be consistent with your knowledge,) that 
every adulterer, every polluted person, every 
raercenarv sensualist, such as are the idolators. 
to whom I allude the very ceremonies of whose 
superstition stamp them as the slaves of sensu- 
ality, have not, cannot have inheritance in th& 
kingdom of the Christ, and of God, in the 
kingdom of the anointed king, and therefore o£ 
him who anointed him, cannot, you know, have- 
inheritance in that kingdom, which in fact is 
God's kingdom ; alienated from the kingdom, 
of God as corrupt idolaters, and therefore all 
wbo partake of the corrupt practices that cha- 
racterize tliem unquestionably are. Let no,, 
one deceive, you with vain words, that be- 
cause jTou are not. like them the worshpipers , of. 




1 



tnU CH. f . T. C.].|.1i^M,n.t1l11l 

^ods, jT msT mnooeDtlr mdnlge in their 
provided tou are dear from 
dKb* Ripenthion. It ie not so much on ar- 
tBHOt of tbeir superstitioo is tbese unmoral 
fmb^ea countenanced far tbear npentition, 
Ikitt dw vndi of God caraa npoD the scms of 
^ifidcfity. 

■e Bat Aea yilidjat pre w^ diein in the •■ 
«!■& flfGod. For hsvi^ beai cnoe m dai^- .. 
BCK Bae Aea. ye «r otnr afigbtened hy the 
Lord, oonduct rouisdres accarcBoglj'. Walk 
as cfaiidren of the Ii£^ in gDodness, rigfateous- 
. meat and tmdi. lor t^ fruit ai tbat spirit wliicti 
^ W0 m the Lord ifiiDimen hsdf in eveiy thing 
that it tmlj good, and tmlj s^liteatu. Walk .. 
ai AaUreD of tight, give proof of rour profi- 
taeo^ under him who bas enlightened jou, by 
dtnng whst is weQ pleasing to him, accordant 
irith the spirit which was in him ; and partici- 
pate not in those idolatrous works which are 
the abortion of darkness, but ratber rebuke 
tbose who da 

The things secretly pnpetrated by them, 
even under the cloak of religion, are too dis- 
gusting to mention. But it is needless to men- .. 
tion tbem. For everj' thing of the kind is suf- 
lently obnoxious to the censure of the en- 
tened, to make it needless for me to parti- 
xiw ; it is the property of the light, as it has 
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arisen upon us in Clirist, to draw out and ex- 
pose to view, or make manifest in their native 
deformity all such things. For every tiling 
being made manifest in its true character, the 
hidden being made the manifest there is light. If 
ye are light in the Lord, every thing so totally 
opposite to the spirit of holiness must be obvi> 
ous to you ; otherwise the light that is in you 
is darkness, Christ, or the spirit that was in 
Christ, is your unerring guide. Wherefore, it is •• 

Bfud. 

" Awake, oh thou tlut sleepest. 
Arise from ihy death like slumber, 
And Christ will shine upon tli«e." 

Look then before you, that your conduct .. 
may conduce and lead most accurately and ef- 
fectually to the cause and purpose in which you 
are embarked, that of diffusing liglit. Be not as 
unwise but as wise, as benefiting by the son of 
righteousness or wisdom, that has arisen upon 
you in Christ, watcliing every opportunity for .. 
doing good, purchasing as it were the season of 
light, the opportunity of saving others, purchas- 
ing at any price, out of these times of wicked- 
ness, the happy occasions as they arise of diffu- 
sing Christ's spirit of faithfulness and holiness 
in the world. 

Be not therefore led into the follies of., 
bacchanalism, but preserve your understandings 
always collected and clear, that ye may see in 
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what coune the L^ord would 
^nh yott to pimue. Fill not jourseives to 
iKceaswifeh wine, (the inspiring spirit of the 
IrfoIaCors' religiisus phrenzr,> with wioe. which 
in its excess makes a man unfit to govern him- 
self, b(^ be iOed with that spirit which was 
in Chmt, which is mind in its most p«^ect 
state of self-potaesstoa. Let your psaims, and ' - 
k^mos, and odes, wideiv difieriag from what 
* Me heard in the orgies of poganian, be spiritual, 
■ot merely external like theirs, or such as hope 
to be beard from Inud rociferatioa, or to move 
hy melody of tone, bat internal ; or such as 
aiay reach the ears of him who is within us, 
•ach as may move by sincerity : let your psal- 
tery and melody be that of the heart audible to 
the Lord, who is within you. And give 
thanks not at particular times only, but con- 
stantly and for all the faithful, in the still but 
never dying tones of heartfelt-gratitude to our 
God and Father, doing so in the name of 
Jesiis Christ our Lord, that is, not selfishly for 
particular benefits, but in the true spirit of 
Jesus fur all, for the universal grace conceded 
to all the faithful as members of his body. 

Submit to one another, not in that servile .. 
fear which looks to itself and is of the world, 
but in tiiat generous fear which looks to the 
good of others, or fears by injudicious alterca- 
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tioD to jeopardy the unity of the brethren, such 
fear as is of God, such as he sanctions iind ap- 
proves, and sudi as was especially marked in 
Christ our head. 

Ye wives, aa the church is under the Lord ■• 
under Christ as its head, so be ye under your 
own husbands. 

Se«ng the husband is the head of the wife, 
85 Christ also is the head of the church, and 
likewise the Saviour of the body ; and not only 
ao, but seeing also that in correspondence with ■• 
this subordination of the church to Christ the 
wives are subjected to the husbands in the 
same manner, or in every respect as the cliurch 
is subject to Christ; seeing this correspondence 
is observed by the wives with the church, as to- 
fubjection, let the same correspondence be ob- .. 
served by the husbands with Christ, as to the 
salvation of the body Let the husbands love 
their own wives, just as Christ likewise loved 
his spouse the church, and delivered himself up 
fisr her, that he might by the washing of the 
water in the word sanctify and cleanse her, by 
baptism, — by a sincere baptismal pledge on her 
part to faithfulness, by the moving effect of 
that sprinkling which touches the heart of his 
&ithful spouse, when she sees him bleeding on. 
the cross, by an affection on her part corres- 
ponding with the affection of a wife, whose. 
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wires h« Christ (ikewise loved his spouse the 
church, and delivered himself up for her that 
he liiigfht sanctify and cleanse her, and present ., 
her to himself, beautiful, honorable, as the 
church that is without stain or wrinkle, or in 
any way disfigured, but holy and faultless. 

•Thus ought husbands to love their wives as ., 
thejir own bodies, he that loves his wife loves 
biinseir. Man and wife are one tlesli ; in mar- 
riage a man pledges himself to leave his father 
and his mother, who are his own flesh, and to 
cleavt unto his wife in their stead, that is, to 
coinider her as his flesh ; he ought therefore to 
love her, for no man ever hated his own flesh. 
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1 ■ hich J h»ve cooslroei the Sflth, 291h, 30lh, and 
iiewhat as follows ;_ 



OtfTaK a^uta/vn' 04 xHpf; sysTCtr r£Ef ittt/rvr yvraAtti ui ret isti;7m 

w-foneUxBiKriTai Tpr tijp yumuut miwu luu lamrat « Sua 
[M gF ' * ^fe iAwT» UV'^'^' ait-oHT— ou*i« y»f ff«t( rut lavrtu 
7Vi>. Tb£ vords from xafiu; to ccrrtn aurrtu I consider 
f vbkh mcam l^nuke the 2SCli anil Illst reisea con. 
ion. and it is Dot very uniisiml with St. Paul to 
D whidi the rof refen fellow iniit«ad of precale 
eeyavxi Tr,i [ai/rou yuWKB iavioi ayKira,'' which 
f prttxflea the 3!itb Terse (su far from forming an obstacle 
tu m^comtrat'tiun,) assuintiq;, as it ertdentljr does, the whole sver- 
Bcat cootBiaed in the Stst verte, is the very cause why the apostle. 
In lili ttsuBl extnrae brevity, hurried forwards as IT he had in tenrm 
fiptSMM ttet tteriuent, hi onler to p;tTe expression to a reason he 
daw* from tt. He. "no man ever hated his own fleah;" for the 
Innh of the mle he had just laid down, viz. '■ that hualiaiida ought 
VOI« II. H 
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of bb boDcs— evcft j» the Locii. I _., 

^^^BhB ^Bi^^&K Bsv^V^w WA^V? 

I icpefli,. ^'^■sbt to lore 
ks o>ra ficrii, for no 
kated ksom floh; he ought to love 
hn ovB flesh, becuise he 
ihafl lesre; (thb if hn maniige pledge) he shall 
lesre Ins firtfacr and moAer, and shall be joined 
unto his wiS^ and tliej two shall be one flesh 
This mystery is great, that is, the mystery of., 
the connection between Christ and the church, 
by which Jews and Gentiles are equaUy become 
one flesh with Christ. Nevertheless let the .. 

Uf Une tbetr tnret :** and he then aftemds in ci4«caft tenns intro- 
daeeu the srennent, m^uA he lUt had not ret been fullr mide, and 
wwM framing to complete fab aigmnent. I think a dose obserrer of 
St. Ptura ftjle irill difloorer that ubuit of the (fifficulties in his 
ifpf itiea are eaua^ br a timilar impetuostr in his manner of thinking. 
Ai to thtf parenthetical interruption, audi interruptions are equally 
chaivcteriatic of him, and though thej take from elegance and per- 
fpUruity, tbe> add to ftrength, and are, (if ther be important to the 
nmiUtr In hand, and never lead the writer from his aigument, and 
I WtU take upon me to say, that they never do lead St. Paul from his 
•rgumant, that with parenthesises of extraordinary length he never 
HnfWAtn himwlf from his argument,) decisive proo& of the extraor- 
iMtiai^ vigor of his argumentative powers. 
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moral precept, I illustrate thereby, be observed, 
in which there is no mystery, and which is the 
immediate subject of my argument, the rest 
being merely an illustrative digression, let 
each of you love your wife, and each wife re- 
spect her husband's authority, even as I have 
enjoined. 

Ve children give earnest heed to the words •• 
of your parents, let none of their words fall 
to the ground ; do so in the Lord, that is, in 
the extent and manner suitable to those who 
own the Lord for their head, the Lord who 
approves only of what is right; for this dutiful 
obser\'ance towards parents is right. That this 
is right no Jew at least will dispute. " Honor ■• 
thy father and mother, that it may be well with 
thee, and that thou niayesl be long in the land," 
is a precept well known to them as being the 
first in the promise, as being of such primary 
importance, that it is especially connected in 
their decalogue with the permanence of their 
inheriting the land of promise. 

And parents, in the application of discipline •■ 
and instruction to your children, do not go too 
far in exciting their temper ; but, as I have 
reminded them, that in their filial duties they 
must not forget their relation to the Lord as 
their head, so in bringing them up I give you 
a similar hint as to discipline and instruction. 

H S 
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Servants take the rule of your conduct, even •■ 
as I have suggested to married persons, from 
the subordination established in the church, 
and as the members of the church hearken to 
Christ, their anointed or lawful Lord and Mas- 
ter, with the unaffected faithfulness of the heart, 
fearing him and even trembling at the thought 
of his displeasure, so do you hearken, give earn- 
est and practical heed to the commands of your 
earthly roasters, fearing them, and trembling at 
the thought of offending them ; not following ,. 
the manner of those sycophants, who are faith- 
ful only at times, and externally as serving or 
pleasing masters whose eyes are not always up- 
on them, and who can never see the heart; but 
that of the pledged and sincere members of the 
church, the servants of Christ, who are at all 
times and from the heart doing the work of 
[ their master, whose eye is ever upon them, and 
who can see the heart, doing, I say, the work 
of their master, that is, doing the will of God.* 



[> literal rendering of v 
le bj which 1 arrivi 



It the illustra. 



" The following is a 
give it in order to show the c< 
tion a.1 it stands in my text. 

Ve aervantD listen with practical effect to vour masters nccordinj; 
to the flesh with fear and uemWtag IVoni the aimplidly of your 
heart, (as you do in your character of servants to Christ,) not accor. 
bind to eye service as men pleasers, (hut as you do as servnnts of the 
Christ, doing the will of God from the soul,) with |;ond.will serving 
them, u you do as servants to the Lurd and not as you ilo as ser- 
vants to men i knowing that, whntever gooil any man do ss servant 
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A»d thus make your eartiily service to man, . 
by the good-will or christian spirit with which 
you perform it, correspond or coincide with 
your service to Christ, the service of the church, 
or of every practical member of the church to 
Christ ; let your service be as perfect as if the 
earthly obligation were absorbed and hallowed 
by the heavenly; knowing that every man,.. 
whether servant or freeman, shall benefit to the 
full measure of his good works with Christ the 
common* Master of all. 

In speaking of the duties of children, parents, 
servants and wives, you will observe I make 
a reserve of our paramount obligation to the 
l^ord as our head in the first, as they are 
natural connections not originating in the pledge 
of the parties, and not necessarily involving 
the peace and stability of the civil frame of 
society. I infer the possibility that the law of 
Christ and that of the parental and filial connec- 
tion may, in particular cases, be incompatible 



to tbe Lunl, b« shall carry Ibal, i 
from Uie Lord, wlii«>e eye i» ever (i 
of all whether they be e 
tlaX tbe explsaatot? ic 



llie just CO tiae quell tea thereof 
•T ntl, aniJ who sei;th the heart, 
;rTBHt9 or free. I will here just observe 
:i which I iiave aildeJ at the end of the 8th 
!, grounds itself cbieflj on the omiraion hy the apostle in his ad- 
dles (0 the children of the particle v; befure n «u|iiv, and the insar- 
tiaa of it in hii address to the wives aud to the servants liotb liefore 
vM Miiftti and TM xfora, and vitv-versa with res|ieot to the lasertlun 
oc am^iun of the prepusiliuii i». 
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Mfc odier; but in the connection oCservi- 
■i flHDTiage, as tbeone is self- incurred and 
iei upon pers<Hial and legal pledges by the 
Mr; and as the otber, in its relaxatimi under 
t adsting condition of society, would endan- 
jrr the whole fabric of civil order and security, 
I thiok it expedient to be more guarded in my 
i vqioHtion of that liberty wherein Christ has 
ide us free. I do not so readily admit, at 
St in tl»e ordinary courses of common Ufe to 
which my attention is now exclusively directed, 
of a case wherein the party will have to choose 
between his obligation under his earthly con- 
nection, and those under Christ Christ came 
not to loosen or weaken the ties of the salutary 
and necessary institutions of society: and what- 
ever overt acts are obligatory upon you from 
the exjiedient laws of the society in which 
you live, and of the connections into which 
you have voluntarily pledged yourselves, re- 
member that your service to Christ is that of 
the heart; and that, if you give him your heart 
he will not exact of you tliose services which 
are not riglitfully in your poiver, that is, if you 
are of the same spirit that Christ was, ready to 
forego for God wlien rightfully in your power 
'ver your own heart holds valuable, even 
sacrifice of life, God will not reject 
unfaithful, because you do not burst 
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asunder the civil ubUgations and institutions of 
life, or tlie solemn and legal pledges ye have 
voluntarily entered into, to show an irregular 
and inordinate zeal for his glory. 

I have enjoined servants to perform their 
services with the christian spirit of good will, 
thus making tlieir service and their religion 
coincide : masters do the same in the exercise ■ 
of your authority. Be influenced by that spirit 
of benevolence, which was in Christ, not rigo- 
rous and unrelenting in the application of neces- 
sary punishment, but remembering mercy. Be 
thus practically mindful, that in heaven is the 
gracious Master both of them and you that 
there is no respect of persons with him, and 
that he impartially respects both of you and 
them, that in your respective departments you 
prove yourselves his servants by doing his 
works, tiie works of faithfulness and love. 

Finally, brethren, be ye able and efficient as - 
members of the I^ord, even participating in 
the practical efficiency of his strength. Be ■■ 
armed with the entire panoply of God, that ye 
may be able to stand up against the stratagems 
of the devil: I mean the seductions and allure- 
ments of idolati-y, or any other of those entice- 
ments to evil which in common speech we •• 
attribute to the devil, and by which unless 
armed by the armour of Clirist we are in dan- 
u 4, 
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gerof beingOTercome. Forour struggling is no 
struggling, its object or end Is not 
1 flesb, not master-ships or servitudes 
■ connections among the earthly, but 
i and authorities among the heaven- 
ly: our struggling is with a view (as members 
of the Lord, and participators in his practical 
cAbeocjr,) to our becoming world-subduers of 
Xht darkness of this age, subduers of the v/oild 
by subduing or dissipating its darkness of this 
4gc; of this age which as to spiritual matters 
is an evil age.* On this account be clothed ■■ 
with tliat spirit which was in Christ, take upon 
yoa the Lord Jesus Christ, take up the panoply 
of Ciod, that ye may have strength of resistance 
in the evil day. that ye may accomplish all that 
f it appointed you and maintain your stand. 

Stand therefore girt about the loins with .. 
truth, or armed with honesty, and covered 
with the breast-plate of righteousness, or a con- 
aaence cWar before God. with your feet shod, or ■* 
■mptrvd tor the stru^ie, by the glad tidings of 
Moce with God, by which ye are relieved from 
ibr tiravy nirsc of sin, nnd the encumbrances 
^'ihelaw. Overall as a defence against danger, .. 
gl^wlMtover )H)int it attack you, take up the 

• I «a»d>Wr tlw *gnl« iiKludeil Iielvraii to,- i^ovma^ uid 
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shield of faithfulness, tlie water of baptism 
into faithfulness, hy whicli ye shall be able to 
destroy thelusts of the flesh, and quench all the .. 
burning weapons of the evil one. Receive the 
helmet of salvation, or a hope of that glory 
which encircles the head of Jesus ; and the 
ftword of the spirit, which is the word of God, 
the only weapon of offence in the armoury of 
Christ. 

By the word of God I mean what Christ 
said and did, what God by his spirit or mira- 
culous intervention preserved in or recalled to 
the memory of his apostles, and what, through 
the same spirit, or God's continued interventions 
as long as necessary, will be effectually pub- 
lished and established on record, for a light 
unto the ends of the world. With every kind •• 
of prayer and entreaty on every emergency, 
pray heartily for all the holy, ever awake to 
this holy occupation, in every way persisting 
and urgent for all the holy, and for me in par- .. 
ticular, that power of speech may be given me 
to open my mouth freely and boldly to make 
known the mystery of the glad tidings, the 
mystery that all the nations of the earth are 
called into a fellowship with the seed of Abra- .. 
bam. To announce which mystery I am an 
ambassadour bound by a chain to a soldier, and 
so far under restraint and hindered from freely 
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and boldly executing my embassy. Pray there- 
fore urgently for me, that I may be freed from 
restraint and set at liberty to speak, as behoves 
me on the subject of my embassy. 

I will not however merely write to you on my ,, 
present condition, but, that you yourselves may 
know my condition and proceedings, the be- 
loved brother, and faithful minister in the ser- 
vice of the Lord, Tychiciis, (whom I have sent ., 
to you for this very purpose, that ye may know 
my stHte, and that he may comfort you,) shall 
make known every thing. 

l*eace be to the brethren and love with faith- .. 
fulness, from God the Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Peace or reconciliation 
from Hod the Father, and love with faithful- 
ness, or a perfect fellowship with Christ's spirit 
iirid binly, from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

(inice or the favor of God be with all, .. 
wlin li>ve our Lord Jesus Christ, that grace or 
(livor which was decreed to sucii before the 
foutidations of the world, and which in the 
mind of God is immutable, is subject to i»o 
change, incorruptible. 
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Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ .. 
to all the holy in Christ Jesus, that is, to all 
who bear our distinctive appellation of holy 
as faithful members of the holy or anointed 
Savour Christ Jesus: they send greeting to 
all the holy in Phillipi. The bishops and 
ministers are included in this salutation. 

Grace, or your gratuitous acceptance, and .. 
peace, or the peace of mind which accompanies 
the consciousness of God's favor, be yours from 
God our Father and Lord Jesus Christ. 

Constantly, as you are in my mind, constant- _ 
ly am thankful to my God, I pray for you all _ 
in deprecation of evil, and every such prayer is 
accompanied with a joyful confidence on my 
part. 

My thankfulness to my God, and confidence , 
before him on your behalf, which have existed 
from the first day I knew you to the present 
time, are caused by his goodness to you, and 
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the blessed fruits it is evidently protiuctive of 
among you ; his goodness in admitting you 
who were afar off as well as those who are near, 
to a participation of the glad tidings of his 
gratuitous acceptance. I am thankful to, and .. 
confident before him, because the blessed fruits, 
which his goodness is productive of among 
you, assure me that he who has begun a good 
work in you will complete it. The promise of 
God, or his work of love perfected, is eternal 
life in his Son ; he has begun this good work 
in you, by giving you the assurance of his 
gratuitous acceptance, or acquittal from death 
in the body of Christ, or as ye are faithful mem- 
bers by a unity of spirit with Christ of his 
body. Confident that he will perfect this good 
work to the day of the Lord, to the full reali- 
zation of that glorious day, when assurance 
shall be turned into fact, and these vile bodies 
shall be made like unto his glorified body, I 
have ever a gratel'ul confidence before my God 
in your behalf, because ye have so auspicious- 
ly entered with us into a fellowship with 
Christ. 

But thankful as I am in your behalf, it is .. 
but just. It is but just that the blessedness of 
you all should thus effect me. For even in my 
captivity I am faithfully cherished in your 
hearts : and in the defence and establislnnent 
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of our blessed embassage, ye are all faithful 
participators of, or fellow labourers in the grace 
which has been given me, the grace or office of 
carrying that embassy to the Gentiles. 

And believe me it is not more just, that I _ 
should be thus thankful, thus interested in your 
behalf, than true, for God knows my aflfection 
for you ali in the bowels of Christ Jesus ; in 
or as a member of Christ Jesus ; as being to- 
gether with you cordially united with him, 
partaking of him even to the verj' inmost re- 
cesses of his heart, ourselves affected towards 
you as he is affected, and ourselves loving you 
as he loves you, even with the strength of that 
love which is in him. 

God knows how I desire you, how I desire 
to see yon all, for I pray to him to that effect, 
I pray to him, that 1 may be permitted to see 
you again, in order that your love may be 
made fully to accord with mine, that by per- 
sonal knowledge of me, by the effects of my 
presence, the proofs of ray affection brought 
home to your very senses, your love may by 
emulation be more and more excited, I pray 
for an opportunity of making you personally 
acquainted with my love in Christ Jesus, my 
love aa a member of Christ, that is Christ's 
love. 

That you yourselves may as it were gauge 
the depth of your own affections, and ascertain 
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b^ Mtoal ccHnparison how 
from, bow f«r you fall short of 
that fiihif II of toffc «hidiTouwil) see in me, 
in order that je mar be induced to fill up 
your deficienees, to complete vhat is wanting 
■n yonr kire, even to the measure of Christ 
so a to be aUe to meet the test which 
mT p resen ce will present to you, and as 
persons held up to the Ught, as it were, and 
pTOTed free from blemish, free from every thing 
ofiensive, or that takes from their value, you 
may be prepared for the day of Christ when 
he shall make up his jewels, filled, to the glory 
and praise of Cod, nith the fruits of righteous- 
ness, the natural fruits of righteousiiess through 
Jesus Christ, such as love, joy, peace, forbear- 
ance, usefulness, goodness, faithfulness, mild- 
ness, self-cnmmand : fruits, which they, who 
are baptized into that righteousness, cannot 
fail to bring forth, they who have faithfully 
pledged themselves to the crucified body of 
Christ, and who are consequently at once on 
the faith of that pledge accepted as righteous 
and taken into the favor of God. 

Moreover, brethren, I wish you to know that " 
the effect of the circumstances or condition in 
which I have been placed is the furtherance or 
increased efficacy of the blessed embassage of 
God. The chains I bear for Christ are dis- ■• 
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played, or made known to the whole prasto- 
rian camp or palace, that is to all the brethren 
in the prsetorian camp or palace, and conse- 
quently, through such conspicuous exposure, 
are published by report to all the rest of the 
brethren : most of whom our fellows in the „ 
same service, and acquire courage from the 
spectacle, becoming much bolder in the service 
of the Lord, and fearlessly speaking the word 
of his embassage. 

Some indeed, contemplating me with a feel- .. 
ing of envy, and a contentious spirit, but others 
with a genuine good will proclaim Christ. 
The former announce Christ, not from singleness __ 
of intention as respects him, but from motives 
of selfish competition as respects me : thinking 
to make my chains more galling than they 
are, but others from love, knowing that it is .. 
in vindication of our embassy that I lie in 
bondage. 

What then ? Why that every way, whether ,. 
in pretence or in sincerity Christ is proclaimed, 
and this is to me a cause of joy, at present 
and hereafter. In saying hereafter, I ex- 
press myself most confidently, for I know „ 
that the spirit of Jesus Christ, that spirit or 
miraculous support which Christ assured his 
apostles should accompany them in the difficul- 
ties and dangers of their stupendous undertak- 
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ing, I know that Jesus Clirist's spirit tlirougli 
the influence of your prayers will be so supplied, 
or will so operate in concert with tins that I 
am mentioning, this work that is now doing 
here both by those who are personally my 
friends and those who are not, that the issua . 
or result of this proclaiming of Clirist by botU,B 
parties will be my salvation, I mean my prCmJ 
servation by the Lord to the church. ,„, * 

And my earnest expectation and confidenc^^, 
that this will be effected with perfect honor to 
myself, will not be frustrated, I shall not owe 
my deliverance to any faithless compromise. ,t 
with my duties as an apostle. In no event shal^^ 
I have cause of mortiBcation : even now whenu't 
perhaps in the present favorable conjunction^ij 
a little concession on my part would secure niy«^;i 
liberty, Christ shall be proclaimed without .. 
reserve. For to me life is Christ, my life is 
hid with him, all my actions are his, having 
no end or aim but Christ or his members, I',' 
consider myself so long as I am in the fleslb,.n 
as constantly bearing his cross. But to die iB--* 
gain, for it will be the finishing of the worl^^,. 
committed to me, the final seal of my accepti:i..n 
ance with God. •' •" 

I have made known to you ray convictioij,,'.^ 
that the effect of the activity of the brethren •<" 
here in the work of proclaiming Christ, will 
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tfinWgTi your prayers, and the supply or Cb- 
operstion of Jesus Christ's spirit, be my preser- 
vation, that is, that my life in the flesh will be 
saved. But if to live in the flesh be a fruit of ■• 
a work, be an assured result, through yohr 
prayer and the spirit of Christ, of a work now 
actively carried on here by both my friends 
and adversaries ; if I thus make ii known to 
you that my life is contingent upon a work, 
and T thereby seem to wish to live ; seem to 
you not only as pointing to that work, but 
also as doing so from a love of life, from a wish 
to encourage that work with a mere view to 
my own preservation, it is not so. 1 have no 
further view of private advantage in making 
known to you the assured result of that work, 
for* the result is not such as I should prefer. 

• I tare here <m« more without manuscript or anj nuthority i)re. 
wBial s conection, vis. in tat ti, and 1 acknowW)^ that even 
wilh thia conecUon the cnnstruttion U ver^ diHicult, perhapi as 
dilHcult u nithuut it. [>erhaps in strictness not admissible, except in 
Kick a mitar la Paul, «hose impetuous thinking does certainly 
aotuetuoei ttretch tbe methodical rules of ificlion almost to the 
bursting. But suppoaing my very, slight (-onciTtion to give the ori- 
ginal reading, the remaining obscurity of the passage makes italniost 
ccrUiir Uiat that reading unce lost woiilil have bad but little chance 
of b^ng recovered. If I am still blamed fur rashness, my crilic'v 
terrntj perlui|is would be turned into ridicule ivere 1 tu tell him 
Uie tatciiae and persevering mental labour that this passage baa cost 
Nive of the translations make the apostle speak like himself. 
uppose tbat his desire to be with Christ, and his sense of duty, 
•bocU erer i-reate vncillalion, perpleiily, or conflict of any kind 
vol.. 11. I 
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I ''^ tbt coolTri of crm c 

I *4f the apMtle, "if nj nuB pradi tn ne anj qtiwgaqiel tbui 

I 'that I Kave reenred (rmn St. Pkal, 1«| Um he Mcuned." If i 

k llUMdtvd maatiKript^ or anj exUmal enleciiA whalerer, even 

I *■ ■upar-ftalural inrortnant, repmenl St. Paul in » li^t difierent 

' 'ftnm that In irhicl] he ipp«*r9 from the geneni tenor ol'lris epInWs, 

I •rouM vlttiiHit hcsitatioD Tcpudiate such tiianu scripts as incoirect in 

L 'dwt [wrlliTUbr. aiul nich infonnant ai uir thing but a true mestcnger 

' of Qud. Thin being the fpirit oith which I hare been actuated 

'from tti« WftinniiiK tn the enilur Uiii book, I would aaj, were I ade- 

qUBtdj' Inmfd, what an argiinimt in it !□ favor uf the general cor. 

reclMTM or thv U-Xt nt St. Faul as it ttiU existi in the aifferent 

nianiitni|iti — wlint an arftHDient that I should not leel even a wish 

tu Aviate fViim ihat text except in so very few instances, and those 

gonarallj' only l>y the change, omission, or altenilian of a single 
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firafn both, I am fast bouuil and kept from ga< 
ing to either. I am possessed by a strong 

itMez, aoA irliere DODe of Ihoie poiuU which are uaiullj called 
•Wtriiwl are afiectod. Ha> I add an opinioD irhich connects with 
tbe maltei uf thia nale ? .MltBclea were LaUud^ as evidences only 
fcr Ui« age in whii^ tiiej iippeared, uid we therefaie, u fnends of 
dMirtianityiire toUllj unconceroed in anj cantrcivera; which iafidels 
HI*; inttiuile resjiet'tiog tbem : that which ij commanly calleil ei- 
tVDkl eridence ii occuped chiefly in the a^JMSlxi^^' of prabahilitics. 
but laleroal evidence is the road that leads to perfect aiouTaiice. 
Ifben buDun naeon, in an age of ils highest perlectioii, finds a bonk 
wnlten, (anil 1 will engage to ety njch a book will St. Paul's epistle* 
prure to be vbeD dirested of all thu niiacunstructions that have ub. 
icured and iierverted hia true meaning,) written iu a peiiitd of dark- 
- Dcaa, tuvulviiig pMoti uf the highest iuijKirtBnce, and arguments of the 
asM niaplicated intricacy, without a angle pass^e against which 
«he cm raise ■ dnj^ exceptiont when reason finds sjch a bonk wriL- 
(ei by a man educated in the scbuol of prejudice, such a book free 
from vTToi, «beD the books of the most en tightened philosophcra of 
(he mast enllghtenfd coitntry that the world erer knew, contain 
DiBiiv things which reason I'siinot admit for a moment; when hu- 
man reuon &adi so extraonlinary a book written under sucli extra- 
■fdinarj circumstances, aiid when she can add that it baa lieen 
fTorrvcd to the present Ijnie wilboul uny material corruption ; 
tboi^ in many iiupartiiQt points it was niisuudt^rstood by almost alt 
l—liliiiil like the ancient scriptures of the BDcient Jews, though 
Um mily rviooal spirit which pervade* it wa^ not clearly discerned 
tOl mwikiiid are becoming sufficiently enlighteneil and civilized to 
to g4Temed by a religion of reason and not of mrsterj* ; t say, when 
hiiiiwii reaiDu finds or sliall find all tliis in St. Paul's writings, she 
will yuiituiivi internal evidence in favor of the christian religion, to 
wUcil tlK miraclea of her cbiUlhooiI, and the external evidences of 
k«r joutb, are but as tlie small dust in the Iwlance- She will find 
bnaelf in potaessiDn of the only certain evidence of which, without 
• nwutant miracle, communication bum God to man, which took 
flacr eighteen hundred years ego is capable — the only evidence 
«lHcb a mind accustomed li< no other cuntrol but that of reason, 
will on Buch a iubJL-4't odniit as unquesliuualilc. The olyect of this 
I a 
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desire of loosing from my hold, of departing 
from tliis body by wliich I am held in, and 
being with Clirist, (for this were much better 
for me,l but that I remain in the flesh rather .. 
than go to Christ is necessary for yon. 

And therefore I have confidence of a deliver- .. 
ance from this chain. From favorable circum- 
stances here, with the concurrent aid of the 
f-,8pirit of Jesus Christ, tlirough your prayers, I 
1 (Confidently expect it. In fact I know that I 
jVhall remain in the body. 
,, And this chain, which restricts my ministry 
to Rome, being broken, I shall remain in the 
body, imt only to the brethren here but to you 
all, for your advancement and joy, that joy 
which you will feel as baptized or pledged in 
common with me to establish the dispensation 
of faithfulness. I shall remain in the body for .. 
your advancement, that through a repetition 
of my personal ministry among you, you may 

obserVBtioD is not to de[irect>l« miraiJes or exlemal evidences, their 
nod has been invaluable, and the rapid apreail of the bith at Ha tax- 
fiait period, its subwquiint exteniion and prtsorvotioti in spite of 
the hereaiea of it's supporters, and the general correcLnraa of the 
4ezt (if the scriptures in spite of the ignorance of the tianscribers 
I 4f the manuBcripts in which Ihuse scripluros have been handed down 
to ua, prove Ihnt that end has been perii^jttj necomplished. But the 
times are fait approaching when ihe ministers of Christ will find 
that they must, in self.defence, bring out thnr last, and hy far the 
best arrow in thdr quiver, they must show to a reasoning world, and 
ther have no need lo flinch IVoin the task, thut 'tiie word of Go<l is 
the word of reason.' 
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imilt abundantly on my account as members 
df Jesus Christ. 

Only manage yourselves as a body in a man- ., 
riCT worthy of the blessed embassy of Christ, 
that whether I come and see you, or remain 
absent and hear of you, I shall either see or 
hear that you stand in one spirit, one soul, in 
no respect alarmed by our adversaries, concur- 
renlly wrestling to establish the dispensation of 
faithfulness, wliirh is the subject or object of 
our blessed embassy : — a dispensation which 
declares destruction to them, and salvation to 
you, and this from God, that is, an excision 
from the true Israel of God, of all those, even 
the legitimate descendants of Abraham, who 
are not one in the spirit of faithfulness with 
Christ the seed of promise, and an investment 
of you who are one with Clirist, though Gen- 
tiles, with the inheritance of eternal life Only, 
I repeat, act worthily of the blessed embassy 
wilU which you are charged, fearless of our 
adversaries. 

For your grace or office has been given you ; ,, 
you have been charged with the affairs of 
Christ, not merely to rest in a sense of the im- 
portance and fulness of your credentials from 
bin], but to act like faitliful servants and suffer 
in bis cause; having the same contest or trial .. 
of strength to encounter which ye witnessed in 
1 3 
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t»e when T was beaten and imprisoned, and 
ray feet fastened in the stocks at Philippi, and 
which ye now hear of me at Rome, these 
chains I wear for Christ. 

I write to you as members of Christ, if there . 
be any existing influence in that name ; if that 
love which was in Christ, and h in his true 
raembers, have any consolation to offer me ; if 
that sympathy by ivhich the spirit, as with a 
bond, connects together all the holy, reach un- 
to Paul in chains ; if ynu liave any thing in 
common with the aflFectionate and feeling na- 
ture of Christ, complete my joy. I have said 
that I have joy in every prayer I make to God 
for you, being thankful that ye have so propiti- 
ously entered into a fellowship with Christ, I 
'entreat you to complete this joy, showing more 
and more the natural fruit of that fellowship. 

I entreat you, having the same love which 
was in Christ, being baptized into the same 
iove, that you direct your affections to the 
same end that he did, being one with him in 
soul, that yon be one likewise in heart and ptir- 
, pose ; having no factious or vain-glorious ends 
to serve. (In the greetings of this letter the 
bishops and ministers are expressly named.) 
Let every man conduct himself as If hethougiit 
others his superiors, as if he would rather dis- 
robe himself of his spiritual superiority to 
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others than eiicroacli upon t!iat equality which 
should exist between the bretliren. Let not » 
each be looking to his own advantage, snatch- 
ing at every circumstance of petty distinction; 
but let the advantage aiui exaltation of others 
be the aim or scope eacli man has in view. 

You may think, ])et'haps, because you are 
Ckni's temple, because God's spirit dwelleth 
within you, because God reveals himself in 
you, makes you as it were his ambassadours or 
representatives upon earth; that you are au- 
thorized to assume consequence among your 
fellow-men. But I entreat you as members of.. 
Christ look to him, and learn from him what 
spirit ye are of. For the same mind or dis- 
position should be in you, which was in him, 

Being in the form of God, being especially ■■ 
sent as the word of God, that in him man 
might learn what God is, being the express 
image, or likeness, or form, or representation of 
God, he did not conduct liimself as if he 
thought to be Uke things with God was snatch- 
ingness, as if he thought that the image of him 
whom he was commissioned to ponrtray, was 
best seen in a selfish and rapacious pursuit of 
temporal advantages and personal aggrandize- 
ment. But though especially the very image.. 
of God, he in effect divested himself of that 
spiritual distinction as far as respects worldly 
1 4 
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advantage, and in his personal intercourse with 
man assumed the form ot" a servant. Being 
naturally like men, he acted as if be tliought 
other men superior to himselft failing into the 
station of a servant: finding iiimself externally „ 
as man, lie claimed no privilege from his in- 
ternal character of representative and son of 
God, but thougti a son demeaned himself as a 
servant that observes and watches the will of 
his master with fear and trembling, scrupulous- 
ly obedient, even unto death, and that the 
ignoniinous death of the cross. Thus did he 
act as if he thought that the dignity of God 
were not best sustained by the display in his 
einbassadour of a greedy, selfish, and vain-glori- 
ous struggle for temporal precedences. 

For this very reason God exalted liim, set- „ 
ting his seal of approbation upon this humble 
demeanour of his representative, for this very 
reason, this humility in Jesus, God exalted him 
above all distinction, giving him a name above 
every name, that in his name or as his servants, .. 
every one, whether in lieaven or on the earth, 
or in the grave,* should bend the knee, and ., 

* This does not necesunrily conipromiite Ihe apostle as to the state 
1)1' mull immedUU^ly aulwequent Ui death, For on the supposition 
that Hume uf the disi'iplt^ held that the grave would, niul some that 
the ({rave sould aol, detain its tenants in a sUle of total insensibilitjr 
till the day of the Lord, and that thi> ajiostle had no spet-'ial levvla- 
tioii tu fix the question, he would very iiaturnlly cxpteaii hiniscU' in 
Ihc teruM uf inj' tnuslaliun. 
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every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 'is "Lord 
to the glory, or to be the glory, shekinah, or 
representative of God the Father. 

The same mind, I have said, should be in ■• 
yon that was in Jesus. As then my beloved ye 
have always been obedient, as I have always 
found you influenced by that spirit of the lowly 
Jesus which I have just been describing, let 
this not be in my presence only, but much more 
so in my absence, when ye are without the 
advantage of my personal encouragement and 
^idance. 

God has accepted you as righteous, this is 
but the preliminary to the completion of his 
promise, which is life eternal, and he wilt, I 
have said in the beginning of this epistle, most 
assuredly complete the work he has begun You 
have i^edged yourselves to faithfulness of spirit, 
but this pledge is nothing without sincerity, 
and if sincere, if your pledge to the same spirit 
with Christ, if your pledge to image as Christ 
did, in your spirit, the love and faithfulness of 
God, who is revealing himself within you, be a 
true pledge, you will be most anxious under 
alt circumstances to redeem it, but more espe- 
cially so in my absence, who am as it were your 
father and guide in Christ Jeiius. Left to your 
own guidance, exert yourselves with the greater 
vigilance, follow most scrupulously even with 
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fear and trembling, aud witli the utmost dili- 
gence and anxiety the humble Jesus, the CMiIy 
perfect model of faithfulness. 

Be not satisfied with having been accepted 
as righteous, with having be«) happily admit- 
ted into the service of God; but by the exactest 
fidelity, finish the work you have begun for 
God, adding to your pledge performance, and 
God will finish the work he has begun for you, 
and add to your acceptance life etenial, thus 
Out of baptism (the commenced work, the rough 
material as it were, will you have wrought the 
finished work of your salvation,) thus you will, 
my beloved, like Christ, have secured the ever- 
lasting favor of your Master in heaven, humbly 
doing his will upon earth, and practically re- 
vealing him in all his glorious attributes to your 
fellow-creatures, by the exhibition of his spirit 
in your conduct. 

When baptized into Christ, you became as 
Christ, as Christ was in the form of God, so arc 
you by baptism in the form of God, that is, as 
the revelation of those attributes of God which 
man is concerned to know, was entrusted to 
Christ, so tlie preservation and continuance of 
that revelation are in you. You are God's tem- 
ple, he dwells or reveals himself in you. 

It is your high oiBce to reveal his goodness 
to oiankiud, by disjHaying in yuurselveG ite 



bencfitnal influence. If you persevere iinto the 
end, and obtain the crown of salvation, you 
display God in all his gractousness, you glorify 
Jiim, by exhibiting hiin as he is to the world; 
if you fail of the mai'k for the prize of your 
high calling, you dishonor God, doing an in- 
jostice to his spirit, as exhibited in you his 
adopted sons. Upon the successful issue of 
your spiritual conflict, the glory of your Master 
in heaven, as far as you are concerned, is sus- 
pended. 

3n this point of view your work on earth 
assumes a stupendous importance, you must 
fear and tremble under the sense of your re- 
sponsibility, for it is not your own honor that .. 
is committed to you, but God's, whose attri- 
butes are to be pourtrayed upon your hearts, 
it is not yourselves you are magnifying in the 
«ye8 of the world, but it is God, who is imaged 
within you for his good-will, for exemplifying 
and developing that good-will to mankind. 
God is representatively acting within you, or 
exhibiting himself to mankind within you, both 
as to his wilt and as to his deed ; his will, that 
mankind should be saved, as declared by your 
gracious acceptance on the pledge of faithful- 
ness, and his deed, or the accomplishment of 
that will, as evidenced first in the person of 
. Oirist, Ills conduct and glorification, next ia 
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your persons; your conduct evincing, that you 
are in effect become new creatures, dead to the 
life in the flesh, and risen again to the life in 
the spirit. Thus God is within you for his 
good-wili, both as to his will, and his deed : 
upon that which is within you, your conduct, 
he rests tiie proof of his good-will, both as to 
his inclination and efficiency, to save to the 
Uttermost, those who come unto him. 

Humble therefore as may be the station to 
which it has pleased God to call you in the 
flesh, look to Christ and see your glory as a 
fellow servant with him, as in him representing 

_ God upon earth. In this view every thing you 
do wears another aspect, the very humblest of 
your actions derive a consequence, a spirit 
more than human. 

Fulfil then every duty of your high calling .. 

^ with an alacrity worthy of its importance, with- 
out murmuring or gain-saying, that you may „ 
like the son of God, be uncomplaining under 
circumstances of the lowest humiliation, inca- 
pable, without the heart as it were to hurt any 
one, sustaining unexceptionably in the midst 
pf a froward and ungain generation, the charac- 
ter of the sons of God, shining as ligiits in the 
world, like your Father which is in heaven, 
who makcth his light to shine both upon the 
evil and upon the good. Thus upholding the,. 
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word of life, will you fulfil my joy, thus com- 
plete my triumph in the day of Christ, my zeal 
and my tabors not having been bestowed upon 
you in vain. 

But why do I speak of my labors. In the ,. 
ofiering up of your faithfulness to God, in ad- 
ministering, or making holy and unimpeachable 
such a sacrifice, if I die, if my very blood be 
poured out upon such an acceptable sacrifice, I 
rejoice, 1 rejoice with you all, my fellow mem- 
bers of but one body. I^et the same spirit ani- .. 
mate your bosoms, rejoice with me, in the 
unblemished offering of my faithfulness to God. 

But I hope as a servant of the Lord Jesus, ,, 
to 9end Timothy to you soon, I hope that tlie 
work of my Master will allow me to send him 
soon, that when 1 know of your state my spirits 
may revive under the weight of these chains. 
For I have no one else in this place so conge- .. 
nial to my heart, who will, as a brotlier in Christ, 
cordially interest himself in your concerns, they .. 
are all seeking their own interests, and not those 
of Jesus Christ. But you know the proof of.. 
Timothy, you know he has served with me 
in our blessed embassy, as a son with his father: .. 
bim therefore I trust to send immediately, that 
I may see as it were from a distance ray own. 
Need 1 remind you that nothing is more per- 
sonal to my feelings than the affairs of my 
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brethren at Pliillippi ?* Again as a servant of •■ 
the Lord I venture to express a perfect conti- 
nence, that I shall be with you soon myself. 

I felt it incumlient upon ine to send to you 
Epapliroditus my brotlier, the sharer of my .. 
labors and conflicts ; whom you sent to minis- 
ter to my necessities, since he was longing to 
■ee you all, and distressed titat ye had heard of ■■ 
his illness, and indeed his illness was very near- 
ly fatal, but God had pity upon him, and not 
only upon bin), but me also, that 1 had not .. 
grief upon grief I was therefore the more 
sedulous to send him, that ye might see him ,. 
Sgain, and rejoice in the meeting, and tlwt my 
mind might be relieved 

As his illness was occasioned in serving you, 
he was distressed that you should know it : and 
mueli anxiety having been felt both by you 
and him, and danger and severe suffering in- 



* I hope I sh^ not be accused of bad taste in tntroducliti; Chii 
iban eFKpoaiMry ijiiettion, u if I thouffht I vru «nlianciug, when I 
know I am oiisenibly de&ctiig tLe beauty uf tlie original. The 
words Ts m pi tuE, it' tliej will bear the spplitation I fpve them, can* 
not be improved upon in tendemtss or tbrce. I hare gifen the trq 
ti( and tbo aViJu tbeii nguloi Bcnse*, uid the ttmantuxsquitmao 
'• bjpotlieBiD fur the nonce" as it does in tjie common cotwtniction, 
(not but what I maintain many liypotlieaises fur the nonce must be ad- 
mitted ill such an argumentative, specially applicable, sud conciselj 
cxpreatied corrotiiondeDra at that of St. Paul,) and the Ji in Cbe Ul- 
lowing verw Iwt-omea not only in its place but iudiipensahle. 
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ciirred by him, and all to serve me. it will 
be a great relief to my mind to hear that he is 
again among you ia health and safety. 

Welcome him cordially, as tied by one com- „ 
moil interest, welcome him with every mark of 
joy, as fellow servants of the Lord. Honor 
such men, deny him no mark of your satisfac- 
tion For to effect the work of Christ with 
which you charged him, the disinterested work 
which as members of Christ you had begun in 
the true spirit of Christ, and whicii wanted 
only the faithful and successful offices of Epa- 
phroditns for its complete accomplishment, he 
went near unto death, making no account of 
his life, carrying into full effect your work of 
- love, your ministry to my necessities, even at 
tbe imminent peril of his life. 1 say, welcome 
blip, and sliow your value for such characters. 

It remains, my brethren, that I add solem- 
DJty to this injunction, by repeating the name 
of the Lord, welcome Epaphroditus home, and 
r^ice in the meeting, as faithful and favored 
servants of the Lord re-united. 

Epaphroditus expressed to me your wishes, 
Uiat I direct my attention to the presumption and 
factiougne«s of a certain party among you, advo- 
cates of Judatcal righteousness; but heforehore 
with ddieacy to press tbe subject, thinking I 
should consider it a tedious one, having hud 
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I to repeatedly occasion to revert to it. But T 
shall not grow weary of writing to the same 
I point, (thoiigli yon will in listening to me) 
\ when tliat point is of such importance, tliat on 
j it is suspended your safety or assurance as 
theirs of God, which the Judaical party call in 
I question. 

Look to the dogs, I retort their own Ian- •■ 
gnage upon themselves. Look to tlie vile 
hands, the d:istardiy workers, who from fear 
build upon legal works, look to the — I will 
not call them circumcision, but — contracision. 
Theirs is not the circumcising sign of national 
union, but the sign of every thing that is 
contrary and contentious. 

For the true circumcision is with us, who-- 
worship God with a spiritual worship, who 
boast in our membership of Jesus Christ the 
spiritual seed of the Father of the faithful, 
having no reliance upon our carnal descent 
from Abraham. 

Though 1 am not without such ground of., 
reliance. If any one else vaunt himself on 
this point I may go beyond him. Circumcised .. 
on the eight day, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
being of the race of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin. As to the strict interpretation of the 
law, I was a Pharisee, as to zeal for the law, ,. 
a persecutor of the church, as to the observance 
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of the law, its righteousness, blameless. Thus., 
had I grounds of Judaical confidence, and 
by my rigor and exactness as a Pharisee, I 
evinced the high estimation in which I held 
tliem. 

But these things are now removed, and if., 
offered to be set up in opposition to better 
things, I repudiate them as injurious ; the cir- 
cumcision of the flesh against that of the heart, 
the rigliteousness of legal works against that 
of faithfulness of spirit. With reference to 
Christ, who grounds every thing upon love, 
they are useless, nay, if creating a confidence 
of holiness and righteousness without the spirit 
of holiness and righteousness, they are worse 
tlian useless, they are detrimental. 

Let me not be misunderstood. I am addres- 
sing myself to Jews in a Gentile country, who 
dispute the sufficiency of faithfulness of spirit 
without the accession of the Jewish legal ob- 
servances, and question the security of our 
adoption as sons without the sign of circumci- 
sion. Proposed in this spirit, the Judaical code 
is to be at once rejectetl as derogatory to God's 
message of grace. 

If the Jews indeed, or any other nation, have 
customs or rules of any kind, useful and expe- 
dient in a municipal point of view, having for 
theii' object the good of the community ; I in- 

VOL. II. K 
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, terfere not : as such in fact they become a sub- 
ordinate part (>f that law of love which is in 
Christ, they are grounded on that law, and I 
have myself, under particular circumstances, 
judged it right practically to countenance them, 
but when brought into competition with the 
great and all-sufficient law of love, they are the 
flower flaunting itself against the sun, from 
whom it derives it's life and beauty. 

I valued, I honored them once as much as ■■ 
the most zealous Judaizer ; but were 1 thrown 
back upon theui now, I should consider myself 
as sustaining a loss on account of the inestima* 
ble acquisition I propose to myself in Christ 
Indeed I hold all things in comparison with 
him. as the small dust in the balance. On ac- 
count of the super-eminent value of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, the whole 
world in exchange would be a loss, the whole 
world for that knowledge, on account of which 
1 have incurred the loss or deprivation of every 
thing : witness these chains, witness my neces- 
sitieti to which the churches administer. In 
feet I have now but one object in view, to be 
as Christ, to be a member of Christ, to acquire 
an unity of spirit and interest with the son of 
God. 

When I was a Jew in the flesh, every thing 
that was defective and blemished I considered 
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fit only for tlie use of those dogs, as T then cal- 
led the Gentiles ; but now that I am a Jeu- in 
the spirit, a member of the circumcision of the 
heart, a citizen of the Jerusalem that is from 
above, all those things that I formerly valued, 
Jerusalem itself, its privileges, its ceremonials, 
its legalities, nay the whole world, its riches, 
its glories, its luxuries, I consider as valuable 
only to those who are not written in the Lamb's 
book of life, who are not circumcised in heart 
and spirit, who are not citizens of the new 
Jerusalem, who are the dogs, the Gentiles as 
it were of the new dispensation. 

I have therefore but one object in view, that .. 
is, to be found in Christ; in whom I am of the 
true seed of promise, of the only Israel in the 
sight of God, not having my righteousness of 
the law, wiiich consisted in external observances 
and prescribed actions, but having my righte- 
ousness, or my acceptance with God as righte- 
ous, through the faithfulness of Christ, my 
spirit by pledge being one with Christ's spirit 
as to his faithfulness; having, I say, my righ< 
teousness or my acceptance as righteous, as it 
has been assured to me in the person of Christ 
of whom I am a member, assured to me 
directly from God himself, and not through 
the intervention of a priest ; my righteous- 
ness, or acceptance as righteous, grounded on 
K 3, 
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tliat faithfulness of spirit which was in Christ, 
and is, unless my pledge be a mockery, in me. 
My single desire is to be found in Christ, 
not having my righteousness or acceptance 
with God grounded, as is that of the Jews, on 
presumption, which, having complied with cer- 
tain prescribed works, conceives that it has no- 
thing more to do ; but like the righteousness 
of Christ grounded on love, which is the life 
and soul of all works, and which knows no 
bounds or limits to its activity : love or spiritu- 
al unity as a son with Christ the sou of God : 
in .order that I may know him entirely, (for ., 
how can I perfectly know Christ unless quah- 
fied by an unity with him, an unity of condition 
in every respect,) in order that I may know 
him, that is, have an experimental knowledge 
of or participation in him, both as to his suffer- 
ings or his weakness as evinced in his sufferings, 
and his power as evinced in his resurrection. 
My single desire, I repeat, is that I may be 
found in him, conformable with him in every- 
thing, even his glorification as well as his suf- 
ferings, being conformed with him in his death 
by my sincere pledge to an unity with Iiis cru- 
cified body. My single desire, I again repeat, 
is to be found conformable with him in every 
respect, that by whatever efforts, and at what- . 
ever sacrifice, I may attain unto, or be made 
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conformable with !iis* resurrection from death. 
I consider all that I have given up as worthless 
for the knowledge or experimental participa- 
tion of Christ. 

Not that I have yet taken this knowledge or .. 
participation in all its length, and depth, and 
breadth, and thickness ; not that I am yet per- 
fected, but I urge forwards to reach if possible, 
to seize into my complete possession the prize 
for which I am contending, God's final accept- 
ance, that for which Christ has seized me, 
plucking me, as it were, a firebrand out of the 
fire. Brethren, I do not reckon that I have .. 
yet fully obtained this prize, which is the sole 
purpose or scope of the race I am running. 

But one thing I do. Forgetting all that is ,. 
behind me, my Judaical righteousness, my na- 
tional privileges, the prospects of my early life, 
my character, my honor, my property, my 
comforts ; forgetting all that is behind, and 
addressing my efforts to what is before me, to 
what is yet to be done, never thinking, like the 
Judaicaily righteous, that I have done enough. 



■ If the uiicln be token as definitely cunnwling the t^arariiatir 
vhkli St. Paul would leacb unto, with the atar^aaia before »[iaken 
oi^ Ibst U, the itloriotii resurrectiotj of Christ, the diflicultjr which 
tlie Mdunentatora feel is done mmy witiL The doclrlne of ■ genBi»] 
iMurrcctiun. bmh of the had and the good, ia not xt all affected bj 
Uw paange. 

K 3 




PHI. CH. III. V. N, 15. 

but with the eagerness and directness of a perHon i 
who has always a scope in view, who is always 
urged by a predominant impulse, by a ceaseless i 
wish to do more and more ; I press onwards to 
the prize, viz. God's acceptance, his final judg- 
ment of my irreprehensibilty* in Christ Jesus, 
Ills final satisfaction with me as a faithful mem- 
ber of Christ Jesus, faithful unto the end. 

You then, as many as are perfect, have now •• 
heard what is my sense or personal feeling as 
to spiritual perfection, I am apprehensive that 
none of you perceive the force of what I hint- 
ed at, on entering upon this subject of J udaical 
presumption, viz. tiiat the fretjuent repetition 
of my sentiments on the same point would 
prove more irksome to you than me. This 
which you have just read is my sense of my 
own perfections; this is my way of thinking of 
myself, if you think otherwise, if you cherish 
a somewhat more favorable opinion of me: this 
also will God reveal to you in me. 

He has already revealed to you much of his 
will in me, as to the spirit which he expects 
in his servants. Kre long he will release me 
from these chains : I shall again exercise my 

* It will be eviileiil that 1 aujipnse anytXarinf tu be ihe right 
rtailing not avu lAraiai;. Bezo, from whose notes I took the hint, 
HlatiMi, and alniuiit with comuietidatioii, thuL Tertullian's consLrucUalt 
re-|uicea sucb h reailliig, though not sup]wrtec1 b_v any mununcri^t. 
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ministry among you, and Gtod displaying liim- 
self in me by the increased energy of my la- 
bours, will reveal unequivocally to your very 
senses, whether or not it is his will that the 
righteous in Christ, like the righteous in the 
law, should ever think that they have done 
enough. The revelation of his will to you in „ 
me will declare that to proceed in the same 
line with me, with the same character or im- 
pulse of mind, is to go beyond or to do much 
bewdes that which we have yet done or reac)»ed. 

Brethren, in this respect, as always having a ., 
scope of competition in view stimulating your 
most earnest eflfects, as all running the same 
race, be ye imitators of me, and observe with 
an emulous zeal those who live according to 
the example I give you. For there are many .. 
among you I grieve to observe who halt, who 
are falling back to the presumptuous confidence 
and indolence of the Judaical righteousness, 
thus resuscitating that law which Christ died 
to annihilate. 

I have repeated the subject to you, brethren, 
till it is in danger of becoming irksome to you, 
and I now again tell you, with tears, that there 
are many such among you who are the ene- 
mies of the cross of Christ, making it of none 
effect. 
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The cross of Chmt assures the tmcircuinci- - 
■ed Gentiles that as members of Christ they 
-will be admitted to life, that is, saved from 
destnictioo : but the persoos I allude to ivoutd 
exdcde them fivm this salvation, but tbem- 
dves, as their devoted city will soon prove, 
rittll find the recoropcDce of their esdusiveness 
' jm their own exclusion. The cross of Christ 
i the Gentiles that the God of Abraham 
I JB the God of all the nations of the earth, but 
^ liiese men contend that he is exclusively their 
I God. But what God do their actions acknow- 
I iedge save their appetites and their passions ? 
[ 7be cross has opened up to the Gentiles that 
-^orious dty whose foundations are from ever- 
lasting : but these men point to their national 
mark of exclusiveness, and to themselves as 
itiie exclusive inheritors of the eternal city, 
I '(loiTing in their mark in the flesh, in that 
il pwrk of their degradation, their connexion 

1,1^1,1 . , , 

^ tt<» abt tttcMwy with St. RmI to im aadtautageTpninnu 

■ ■■ vc find m thif inh rene, witbaK tome niiuhle ftminil-WDri: for 

■1@Ehn, discovenble in Uie context or mlijerl, uiil whea sucli a not 

r^BKomKble, we maj f«-1 usurnl lint he is lUudin); Ui 9onietIiiru( 

T jrbich be knows to be fiunUiar, awJ which the iminedute w^ject caUii 

t -Vp in the mind of his readers. In Rtlenipling lo 9U|ipl}' the defect, 

B I* I have iloQe in manj iDsUnces, Ibe chances of Gtltuie are great, 

f teit where one Uliuitntion (iUa aODther will succeed, and under the 

jealous watchJulDeia of this teamed age, audi attempts will be ihurn 

of their misi:hier where Ibey fail, and where they succeed thev will 

do a valuahli' jervice to the text. 
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with a condemned and devoted city. These 
exclusive inheritors of life — having destruction 
for their scope, these exclusive people of God — 
worshippers of Belial, these heirs of glory — 
badged with the mark of condemnation, these 
pretenders to an exclusive interest in the im- 
mortality, the God, and the glories of heaven 
— are eartlily-minded ; but v^e are heaveniy- 
minded ; for as members of the risen Jesus we 
are denizens of heaven, and we expect from 
thence a Saviour Lord Jesus Christ, who will .. 
clothe us with real glory, transfiguring our de- 
based body into the form of his glorious body, 
according to the efficiency of his power to array 
and dispose suitably and orderly all the mem- 
befs, whether Jew or Gentile, circumcised or 
undrcumcised, under himself as the head: uni- 
ting all the faithful into one glorious body as an 
everlasting church; all the sons of God into one 
kingdom under himself; for he shall be great, 
and he shall be called the son of the highest, 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David, and he sliall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, whom I ^ 
long to see, my joy and crown, stand firm as 
servants of the Lord, beloved, stand, as I have 
been telling you, as I your fellow-servant give 
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you an example, as heavenly minded, koking 
to God, to life and to glory as the recompence 
■of your services, feeling that no exertion can 
exceed the claims of your master, satisfy your 
anxiety to please him, or bear any comparison 
with what he intends for those who love bim, 
when he shall have transfigured their bodies 
into the likeness of his own. Beloved, thus 
stand firm, your affections and desires directed 
to heaven. 

I particularly exhort Euodias and Syntache ., 
to the same heavenly mindedness, and thee, 
thou colleague of a kindred spirit, I ask thee ., 
in the most earnest manner to assist them. 
I need not particularize ; thou knowest the 
occasion of my particularly naming them at this 
time; assist them: sharers as they have been 
with me in my conflicts, as a blessed messenger 
of God, I ask thee to assist them, and I like- 
wise ask Clement, and my other fellow workers, 
whose names are in the book of life, who as 
true members of Christ are recorded for im- 
mortality. Thus let the true spirit of Jesus 
dwell in your hearts, making you always happy 
in the happiness of others. Be, I say, as fellow _ 
servants of the Lord, always assisting each 
other, always happy : I repeat it, be happy. 
Be not like that evil servant in the parable, _, 
who began to smite his fellow servants, saying 
in his heart, my Lord delayeth his coming. Be 
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nofc an «ye se rtant. Jet n right feeling, that has 
no adfish cad to pronot^ no selfish passion to 
indulge^ characterise you in the ejres of all 
nmi» your Lord or Master is near. 

th banssed. Or orer sedulous for the gratifi* 
oatias of Aooe of jrour wishes. In all your 
devotions let your wishes be declared, not with 
a fiaritog of selfish distrust for the future, but 
widi ttemkfulness toward God for all his good* 
ness ; and the peace of God, that peace which _ 
be haa given you by the glad tidings of his 
mercy, that peace which devates every senti* 
QieBt of yoiir mind, shall preserve your hearts 
and understandings in Christ Jesus » that is, in 
aoeordance with the elevated spirit or heavenly 
BQondedness which was in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brethren, as faithful servants, make ,, 
it your business to know your duty. What* 
everaceordB with sincerity, whatever is right 
and pwre, whatever makes a man respected, 
bdoved^ and well spoken of, if there be any 
virtue, any praise, exercise your reason upon 
them; weigh all these things; and such as 
ye have learned, as has been delivered to you, 
as ye have heard and as ye have seen, in me, 
such virtues or laudabre practices adopt in your 
conduct, and the God of peace shall be with 

yon. 

J have bran very glad in the Lord, not!., 
selfilhly <m my own account, but in the Lord^ 
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or from the interest I feel in my Lord's work 
that your affection for me has now found a 
time to exert itself, to revive, as it were, with 
the vigor and promise of a first existence, 
showing itself practically by the hand of Epa- 
phroditus, which it was always disposed to do, 
but the occasion had not occured. 

The pressure of my wants is not the reason ■■ 
of the satisfaction I express, for I have learned 
to be contented under any circumstances. De- .. 
privation and abundance found me prepared. In 
all and everything! was initiated. I possessed 
the secret against satiety and against hunger, 
and the initiation that fitted me equally for 
abundance or for want. I have every strength •• 
in contentedness of mind, in Christ that 
strengthens me, in his spirit that dwells in 
me. In my present commendation of you 
therefore it is not my necessity that speaks. 

Nevertheless ye do handsomely in commu- .. 
nicating with me, in participating the affliction 
that presses me. 

And I hail this as a revival of your former., 
spirit. You yourselves, Philippians, remember 
what ye were, you know, that in the begin- 
ning, when we were first promulgating the glad 
tidings of salvation in your country, when I 
departed from Macedonia, no other church then 
but you entered into or participated the plan 
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by which the churches give and receive, reci- 
procally communicating as circumstances re- 
quire with each others want or abundance, and .. 
ye know that in Thessalonica ye sent once and 
twice to assist my necessities. 

I recall these things to your remembrance, „ 
not because I desire your gift, but because I 
desire the fruit that naturally grows out of 
God's gracious message of forgiveness, serving 
to fill up the measure of your own account. 
For I have every thing I want, and more than „ 
I want, I am fully supplied and satisfied with 
what I have from you at the hands of Epa- 
phroditus, an odour of a sweet scent, a sacrifice 
acceptable and grateful to God. And my God __ 
will fully supply every thing you need, accord- 
ing to his riches, making you abound in glory 
in Christ Jesus, as a member of his glorified 
body. 

And glory be to God our Father for ever., 
and ever, aroen. 

Salute all the holy in Christ Jesus. The., 
brethren who are with me salute you. All the ., 
holy salute you, especially they who are from 
the house of Ciesar. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that is, the favor of God, which 
lie has received and assured to all the faithful, 
be with you all, amen. 
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Paul, through the will of God, apostle of.. 
Jesus Ciirist, anil brother Timothy, to tiie holy .. 
and faithful brethren, members of Christ Jesus 
at Colosse, Grace and peace, or God's favor, 
and its fruit peace of mind, be yours from God 
our Father, and Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hearing of your faithfulness as members of _ 
Christ Jesus, and your love towards all the 
holy, we are thankful to the God and Father 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, we thank God I say 
concerning you at all our devotions. We are ,. 

■ thankful for the hope laid up for you in the 
heavens, for those whose faithfulness and love 
are like yours unequivocal, of which ye have 

. before been informed by the true word of our 
blessed message: which message is before you, .. 
and, as in every part of the world which it has 
Reached,* is fruitful in you. In every part of 

* The KM in this coDitrurtion is omitted, aa will another uu before 
tfrusGiTt in vene 7i I>y manuscript and other aulhoiilics. 
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the worlO, where the gift of God has been an- 
nounced, it is fruitful, even as in you from the 
tinae when you first heard and certainly knew 
the gift of God, the gift of God as ye learned . , 
it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant, 
who is a faithful minister of Christ on your 
behalf, the same who has manifested to us your .. 
spiritual love, your participation of that spirit 
of lov^ which was in Christ, and is in all his 
faithful members. 

On this account we, as well as Kpaphras, from ., 
whom you learned this blessed message, from 
the day he told us of your faithful love, have 
invariably given you a principal interest in our 
devotions ; we are constantly asking God, that 
your knowledge of his will may be made com- 
plete by every kind of wisdom and intelligence 
that accords, not with the carnal wisdom of the 
worldly, but with the spirit, with that love and 
faithfulness which were in Christ, and which 
we hear are in you. We make these requests ,. 
of God, not merely with a view to your pro- 
gress in knowledge, which depends upon him, 
but with a view to the practical effect of such 
knowledge, which depends upon yourselves, 
with a view to your pursuing such courses as 
are* worthy of the Lord, and in every respect 

* The expnason anaifLoi t>sc irXiif nSnn mi' inriuriv, ft c. Sic, 
wifiKmnvat ufutt Rppeara to ne much the Hmc at, I uk that ye may 
be suppYtei irlth straw tu mnke htidi. 
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agneahlf to him ; making interest as it wBre of 
.God'& gift of bolinew, or gntuitous acceptance 
as righteous, bringing forth fruit to this impu- 
.|ed botiness by ever}' kind of good work. In fact 
I 'llie end of our prayers to God for your increase 
in every kind of doctrinal knowledge is, tfa^t 
with the growing experience and sense ot your 
.Uessedness in sudi knowledge, you may grow 
jip lo, or increase in your conformity to, the 
■•God with whom you are made acquainted, 
atrengthened at every point, cbeerfblly to main- .. 
, tain under all circumstances a temper of pa- 
tience and forbearence, according to the strength 
■of his glory, the strengthening effect of that 
'glory upon the faithful; having acquired a iirin- 
pess of mind, a spiritusd robustness in the con- 
templation of Christ's love, in the contemplation 
pf him, whom that glory stampt for the image 
of God, the image of God on which his power 
ftnd will for the good of mankind were visibly 
pourtrayed. 

I The Fatlier has strengthened or fitted iis by ■■ 
accepting us as righteous, and assuring to us 
»temal Ufe in his glorified son, giving the most 
perfect assurance to the faithful, and conse- 
quently the utmost strength and firmness in 
every trial. The Father has thus fitted us for a 
fcllowaliip with the holy one even with him, who 
is the imafje of the unseen, the light shining 
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in darkness. I have therefore prayed God, 
that he would, through his ministry or other- 
wise, fill you with this and every knowledge 
oontraunioated in his blessed message, confirm- 
ed by the blood of liis son ; fitting you, as such 
knowledge does, for every good work, in order 
that, gratefully sensible of its effects, ye may 
be thankful to the Father, who has thus fitted 
you for a share of the lot of the holy, to which, 
M to a promised land, ye are led, in or by the 
light, which, through the mission of Christ, 
shines upon you; thankful to him who has •• 
l^ucked us the faithful from the dominion of 
darkness, like the fathers from the land of 
Egypt, and transferred us into the kingdom of 
light, the kingdom of his beloved son; in whom _, 
or in whose kingdom, that is, as liis subjects, 
having been dragged as it were out of our prison 
house, we have redemption; in whom aiso, hav- 
ing been accepted as true subjects on our pledge 
in baptism of fealty, we have remission of our 
sins, liberation from darkness and a remission of 
sins assured to lis, not by that vicarious assur- 
ance which the priest gives us in the blood of 
others, but by that personal assurance which .. 
Christ gives us, the image or representative of 
God, through his own blood : Ciirist, whose 
assurance is infinitely above that of any earthly 
priest, since he is the imnge or acknowledged 
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He s Ar ftm >■■ flf evcTT cmtorp. the 
int^bon of aB thr belhra, who »e sererally 
■ew eiuaam , or OM^dSBtgl parts in the buUd- 
■e of Gai\ ihwih ; he is the eUot. in whfmi 
d the Mh aft^ ee vnCik mA is held for the 
bnefit ef Oe whale finflr. m whatever times 
Aey fire^ and whatever power possess when 
firing. For in hnn, tn his body as the t^urch, __ 
as &r as respeeti God^ Gitot all are constructed, 
all, whether they are now in tbe heavens ur on 
the earth, seen or unseen : whether they are 
kings or govcroofs, supreme or delegate in au- 
thorily, they hare all been constructed by and 
in liim. And in this structure he is before all „ 
it's parts, as it were a comer-stone that con- 
nects and keeps in the different sides, and has 
fixed them together, and made them to stand 
W subsist Brmiy in himself. 

This structure is the church of God. By 
change of figure we will call it a body, a body 
consisting of various members, a body consis- 
ting of members, that formerly being in dark- 
ness and unformed were as dead, but now are 
constructed into one body, and bom unto God. 
And Christ is the head of this body, he who . 
is tlie beginning, the first-born from the dead, 
from among tlie slaves of the prince of dark- 
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ness, from among those who were as dead ; he 
is the head and before the other members of 
the church; he first breathed the air of spiritual 
life, which is God's favor,* and through him 
God's favor or God's gift of righteousness was 
communicated to all the other members. He 
is the first-born from the dead ; first-born, that 
be the head might breathe the vital air before 
any of the members could participate his lifet 
that his acceptance into glory miglit be the 
spring, the source of life unto God, the spring 
or source of spiritual life in him, first or origi- 
nally rising in him, and from him circulating 
throw all through the whole body. 

For in him God was pleased that his whole •• 
fulness should dwell, in him to reveal himself 
not partly but fully, not as the God and Fa- 
ther of a particular nation, but as the God and 
Father of all nations, not imperfectly, not in a 
cloud as to the Jews, or behind a veil as in 
Moses, but to make in Christ a real and full 
manifestation of himself to the whole world, 
and Uirough him to change all unto himself, .. 
firom life unto sin under the tyranny of dark- 

* The following passage taken from the Septungint version of one 
rf Uie paalma, I hiTe fbrgotten whicii, is very pirallel lo this figu- 
rMive iUnstretkou of Uie effects of Christ's mission upun the laithful. 
" &5 rnf , those who arc th/ friends, ah God, arc greatly honored, and 
prwitly are their bqfinninga strengthened, their hirlhs promoted and 
bdlitited. I will number them, and Ihey shall be niuUiplkd mare 
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i, to life unto God ui the kingdom of Christ ; 
.todiange all unto himself, making peace be- 
1 God and his rebellious children, between 
r Jews and Gentiles, throwing down the wall of 
1 exclusireness : through him. through his blood 
I ^^ilied on the cross, no longer restricting righte- 
rousne&s to the Jewish natktn, but giving it, on 
the testimony of that blood by our blessed 
I embassy, to all the nations of the earth on 
I their practically and sincerely pledging them- 
'_«plve«, whether Jew or Gentile, to the crucified 
body of Christ, or, which is the same thing, 
by their acting as under such pledge, on their 
I making his blood shed on the cross theirs by 
pledging or acting as if they had pledged them- 
selves to live or die for Christ, or, which is 
the same thing, to live and die to God, as 
Christ lived and died to God for them. 

This grant applies equally to those who died 
before Christ came, as to those who die after 
his advent, and equally to you Gentiles as to 
the Jews : God having been pleased to recon- 
cile all his people, all the faithful as one people, 
both tiiose who are in the earth and those who 
are in the heaven, to himself, making peace, 
not excluding you Gentiles, who were once 
alienated, and who once showed yourselves to ,. 
be enemies to God, in your reasoning, by its 
effects the evil works into which it had guided 
you. He hath now effectually changed you,^ 



In Tiis body of flesh, tlie body of Christ of 
which you are pledged members, changed 
you through the death of that body, through 
that death which is, as far as God's favor is 
amcemed, accepted as your death on your 
spontaneous baptismal devotion of yourself, 
lK>dy and soul to God ; as 3'otir death or your 
actual payuient of the penalty denounced against 
sin. He has thus changed you through Christ's 
death in order to fix you in contact or junction 
with him, and to accept you accordingly as 
constituting parts of his body, which is the 
church, holy, and blameless, and irrepreliensible 
in his own presence: that is, if ye remain., 
firmly founded in the fidelity, which is our 
common profession, and immoveable from the 
hope held forth by our blessed embassy, which 
ye have heard, and which has been proclaimed 
to the whole constituted structure of the church 
of Christ under heaven ; of which embassy I 
Paul was made an administrator. 

Now I rejoice in my suffering for you. We „ 
are one body with Christ, all that he has done, 
the faithful are considered as having done; and 
aD the actions of the faithful are done for 
Christ, and are acknowledged by him as his 
own, and as such accepted by God, I rejoice 
therefore in my sufferings for you, for in this 
\iew they are not my sufferings but Christ's 
I. 3 
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sufferings, and I am now, as Christ did before 
me, filling up what is wanted of the sufferings 
of the faithful, that is, of Christ, for the body 
of tbe faithful are by pledge identified, as far 
as respects the favor of God, with the body of 
Christ. I am again then, as Christ once did, 
fillhig up in my flesh what is wanted of the 
sufferings of the faithful, that is, of Christ, for 
his body, that is, for the church ; of which I .. 
have been made a minister according to God's 
charge of administration given to me for you, 
to open more fully Christ's representation or 
imaging of God, by ideniifying myself as 
Christ did, or conforming myself as Christ did 
with God in his spirit of love; to fill up or com- 
plete the word of God, that is, to extend it^ 
which the other apostles have not sufficiently 
done ; to manifest fully that mystery which .. 
was concealed from the ages and generations of 
men, even the existing generation, the apostles 
themselves not excepted, but which is now 
manifested by me to the holy of God, to whom ., 
God wished to make known what are the 
riches, of what value to the Gentiles as well as 
the Jews is the glory which this mystery opens 
up to them, what are the riches of the deve- 
lopement of this mystery in Christ, as your 
hope of glory, as the universal Messiah ; whom ., 
we announce to you, admonishing every man, 
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and instructing every man in every part of tlie 
wisdom that has been revealed to us, not in- 
structing the Jews only, a& do some of the 
apostles, or us otlier of the apostles, instructing 
tbe Gentiles imperfectly, keeping back the 
word of God, but teaching every man with, 
every kind of wisdom that we may present. 
every man perfect as a member of Christ. 

To which object I labour hard, having » 
Christ's example before me, striving according 
to that energy, that striving of the spirit tliat 
was in him when executing the charge of his 
God : which unwearied operative principle of 
mind is wrought into and identified with my 
soul, as a pledged and accepted member of 
Christ, effectually or powerfully wrought into 
my soul as is evinced by its practical fruits. 

I speak thus earnestly, for I wish you to .. 
know tlie strong and fervent interest I feel for 
you and for the Loadiceans, and for all tlie 
churches I have not personally visited, how.., 
ur;gent my desire is that such as have not seen 
me, liaving from conviction been brought into 
a connection and affectionate unity with the 
body of Christ which is the church, should 
have their hearts so encouraged thereby as even 
U) feel the riches, the preciousness, the abun- 
dance of tbe means of understanding which 
they enjoy in that connection of love, of im- 
L 4 
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' or knowledge whatever. 

I tell you this ; I describe my anxiety about - 
you, lest any one by the advantages of person- 
al intercourse, should gain over you by plausi- 
ble reasonings. For though I am personally . 
absent, yet my mind is with you, and I rejoice 
when I observe you keep your place with the 
holy in our spiritual warfare, and that your 
ftiitlifulncss to Christ is firm as the rock. 

As therefore yc have received Christ Jesus ., 
the Lord, the Lord of both Jew and Gentile, 
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aooo#ding to my exposition of the raystery, so 
-walk in idm, so walk as members of hinii Iiold- 
mg out the band of felk>wship to all the boly« 
witbout any : schismatic exception whatever. 
Rooted in. him as yoor ground of support, and .. 
bulk upon him as your foundation^ made firm 
and immoveaUe by faithfulness, as ye have 
heen taught it in him, as ye have seen it ex« 
em{^fied in him ; and in gratitude to God who 
attaches life eternal to that faithfulness, carry- 
ing it as Christ did to the most unbounded 
lengths, making its influence spread and dif- 
fuse over others in love. 

Have a care lest the church be despoiled oi ., 
you by any one, through philosophy and so- 
{rfiistry, by arguments from tradition or from 
the first principles of reason : be upon your 
guard against such arguments, when they ao« 
cord not with Christ, with what you have 
learned in Christ ; for in him all those principles, 
as far as they are legitimate, as far as they tes- 
tify to the goodness of God, are substantiated ; 
in him all traditionary authority or questions 
.respecting the will and the nature of God are 
merged and superseded. 

For in him the whole fulness of the deity .. 
dwells substantially, the whc^e fulness of the 
'deity, that is, (to borrow a metaphor from the 
«fulness of the sail when the vessel entirely 
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favored by the winds of heaven, rides boldly 
and securely forwards,) the whole fulness of the 
deity, or of the attributes of God, as far as mail 
for his salvation on the troubled ocean of life 
is concerned to know those attributes, the whole 
fulness of such attributes of God, namely, of 
his power, and righteousness, and goodness, 
dwells in Christ. This fulness, or complete re- 
velation of God dwells in Christ; that is, it is 
not the transitory developement of the deity 
seen in the prophets or other holy men, but it 
is a permanent developement dwelling in Christ, 
for the instruction of all ages and the faeneftt 
of all nations ; and it dwells in him substantially, 
not as it did in the temple in a shadow, in the 
dark recesses of the holy of liolies, inaccessible 
and impalpable to the senses, but substantially 
and obviously as it exhibited itself in the open 
and public display of tliat power wliich raised 
Jesus from the dead, which gave him a name 
above every name, and seated him at God's 
right hand above all power. 

Tims then the fulness of the attributes and 
will of God dwells in Christ substantially, 
and as you are members of him tliat fulness 
dwells in you ; you are in him amply filled or _ 
instructed now in your humiliation as you will 
hereafter be in your glory with the knowledge 
of the attributes and will of God, in him, who 
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ttf' halted as head over all power as far ss'We' 
are concerned, and who is now gloriously in 
heaven as once humbly on earth, a perfect 
image of God, in his to us precious and adora- 
ble attributes of power, goodness, and righte- 
ousness. 

But it may be said, that granting the reve- 
lation of God in Christ to be amply sufficient 
for the full instruction of man, still the child- 
ren of Abraham, and it is as Abraham's seed 
tbat we inherit, must be circumcised. I an- 
swer, that in Christ ye are not only fulfilled 
with all beneficial knowledge of God, but in . 
him ye have also been circumcised. His body 
was actually circumcised : and you, by divert- 
ing yourselves of the body of the sins of the 
flesb; or pledging yourselves to the faithfulness 
of Christ, by a true baptism into his body, 
became immediately invested with that body, 
or clothed witii the Lord Jesus Christ; all 
Christ's actions in that body became immedi- 
ately by the goodness of God your actions, 
your pledge of fidelity being to the full extent 
of the spirit of those actions, and you are there- 
fore, as far as respects the favor or adoption of 
God, sons, that is, you are, by Christ's circum- 
cision, of the circumcised seed of Abraham, 
without the intervention of a manual operation 
ill your flesh. 
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Being buried with Christ by baptism, ye „ 
have also as his members risen with him, risen 
through the faithfulness of the efficient appli- 
cation of God's power, that is, through that 
faithfulness which was in Christ, which was 
adopted, or attested, or glorified, or acknow- 
ledged by the efficient application of God's 
power raising him from the dead, through that 
feithfulness which was the faithfulness of, or 
deriving its sanction from, the efficient applica- 
tion of God's power, being, I repeat, buried 
by baptism with the dead body of Christ, you 
are risen again with his risen body, partake of 
all the actions which Christ did in that body, 
and are therefore spiritually, or as far as con- 
cerns your acceptance as sons, circumcised. 

Thus you are now circumcised in Christ, and 
have entire liberty and freedom in Christ's 
kingdom, you may set at nought the powers 
and authorities at Jerusalem, who would im- 
pose upon you this national ceremony of cir- 
cumcision; grounding that imposition on an- 
cient traditionarj' opinion, namely, that, the 
promises of life being annexed to Abraham 
and his seed, and Abraham and his seed being 
circumcised, all the iincircumcised must be 
aliens from God, and imder the sentence of 
death or condemnation for their sins. 



cor.. cH. ir. V. n, i 



For, having raised yoti wlio were dead ac- ., 
cording to the traditions of those powers and 
autliorities in your trespasses and in the uncir- 
cumcision of your flesh, having raised you to 
be members of the spiritual circumcision, Christ 
bath also quickened you, or entitled you in 
himself to life, as co-inheritors with the cir- 
cumcised sons of Abraham ; pardoning you, in 
his character of acknowledged son, or full re- 
presentative of God ; pardoning you gratui- 
tously those past sins, which the powers and 
authorities charge against the uncircumcised ; 
and abrogating the law of carnal circumcision, 
that hand-writing in the flesh or evidence of our 
condemnation, that hand-writing concerning 
U.S, whose force and meaning as a redemption 
from condemnation was to be found in the 
statutes and ordinances of the law, which 
therefore, pledging us to an uniform and unde- 
vtating conformity to the whole law, was ad- 
verse to us, was to us who had failed in that 
conformity an evidence of condemnation rather 
than of redemption ; abrogating, I say, that 
law, upon which the powers and authorities 
built the exclusive interests of their nation in 
the inheritance of life, the privilege of holiness, 
the adoption of sons, which law was hostile to 
us all, he seized it at Jerusalem, he took it 
up from the midst as it were out of the very 
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camp of the enemy, out of the very hand of 
those powers and authorities, and nailed it to 
the cross, and triumphantly exhibited on the .. 
cross their discomfiture in his own ai]d our 
perfect redemption from their yoke, or the 
yoke of the luw : in perfect liberty, as an ac- 
knowledge son, he cast aside for ever, for liim- 
lielf and for ns, their authority as one casteth 
away an encumbering garment. 

Since then in Christ you are in perfect liber- ., 
ty from the requisitions of the powers and au- 
thorities, who would unsettle your minds by 
their traditions : let no man judge you as 
under the ordinary principles of the world as 
subject to ordinances ; act not as if you recog- 
nized a riglit in any one to judge you as still 
in connection with, as still living in the obser- 
vance of the ordinances which regulate meats 
and drinks, or of those which appertain to a 
ieast, or a new moon, or sabbatlis. 

Let no man judge you any longer as in con- 
nection with these Mosaical institutions, which .. 
were all temporary, intended to shadow forth 
future realities But, the body, the substance, 
the reality of all that is valuable in knowledge 
and practice is Clu-isL He is the true bread of 
life, the feast of conscience, the sabbaUi of 
immortality. 

You have, I repeat, in Christ, your sails as 
it were amply filled with the knowledge of 
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God, with all the knowledge of hitti, that ia 
proper or beneficial for you. If any one preach 
to you any other doctrine tlien that which you 
have in Christ, throwing you back to those 
dc^mas which Christ has effectually abolished, 
believe him not, though he were an angel, 
much less if he be a man pretending to com- 
munications with the host of lieaven. Let 
Christ, and Christ only, be the scope towards 
which ye are always pressing forward, let no ., 
intrusive intermeddler defeat you of your prize, 
let no one willing though he may be to do so, 
draw off your attention to a different scope, 
seducing you from walking in that self-prostra- 
tiou and religion which was seen in Christ, to 
jraik in the self-prostration and religion which 
he effects to have witnessed among the angel- 
ical choir, folsely making pretensions to visions 
and revelations, inflated with the conceited 
inspirations of his own carnal mind, carried 
away from communion with Christ, by his 
ichismatical vanity, not firmly retaining his ., 
hold or dependence as a member of tlie church 
upon the liead, from which the whole body de- 
riving by joints and common ligatures its sup- 
plies, and the compact conjunction of its parts, 
grows naturally, or has tliat growth which ia of 
God, that life which is God. 

If tfien ye retain your hold upon the risen .. 
Jesus, if in baptism ye died with his body as 
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a dissolution from the principles of the world, 
.from those principles of instruction which de- 
live their sanction from the world, and not 
irom Christ ; why as if ye were living in the 
Avorld, why are ye still imposing upon your- 
^Ives and otliers tlie burden of ordinances, that 
18, living still under the dominion of the powers 
pnd authorities which Clirist abohslied, uphold- 
ing their traditions, such as touch not, taste ., 
. not, haitdle not. 

All these dogmas which have only the sha- ■ 
^ow of truth have served tlieir end; tliey were 
intended to shadow forth future realitiei>, tlie 
body therefore or reality being come, they liave 
Served their end. They were made as all hu- 
man injunctions and instructions are made to 
^pire in the use, to cease when the occasion for 
them ceases. As shadows, they have distinctly 
shadowed forth the realities. But the realities, ■- 
which have indeed the word of truth, consist 
' ^t in any thing that is valuable to the satiety 
; of the flesh, but in a spontaneous worship, in 
I ^If-abasemen t, in never suffering the craving 
' of the body to silence the demands of duty. 

I have reminded yon that in baptism you -- 
died with Christ's crucified body, and that in 
baptism you are risen again with his glorified 
body. I claimed your privilege from the judg. 
ments of others on the ground of your baptis- 
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ni«l deftfh, I now claim of yourselves the ex- 
hibition of the new man on the ground of 
your baptismal resurrection. If then ye are 
risen again with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is sitting at the right 
hand of God. I,et heaven, not earth, be the .. 
prevailing object of your desires. 

For ye died in baptism, and your life, which .. 
consists not in the external act but the internal 
spirit, is with Clirist, beyond the reach of hu- 
imn observance, near to, or under the immedi- 
ate notice of Giod. Christ when on earth lived 
in the body for you, you are now living in the 
body for him ; all your actions done in his 
spirit he acknowledges as his ; and Christ be- 
ing at the right hand of God, your whole life 
w preserved with him in the presence of God, 
and accepted as in him with indescribable 
favor. 

You may be unnoticed, unconsidered in the ,. 
world ; but when Christ shall appear, and in 
him your life, not a single circumstance in 
your favor lost or missing, even the drop of 
cold water given to him that was ready to 
perish with thirst, even the widow's mite, then 
shall you appear with him in glory, then will 
you exult in the glory of having contributed, 
by your actions, to that brightness in which 
Christ sits at the right hand of God, and par^ 
vol.. 11. M 
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ticip«te that bliss which he feels in the perfect 

I love of his Father. 

With this hope set before you, realize for.. 

[ yourselves that condition of whicti baptism is 
significant. Make your earthly members as 

1 dead in reference to every thing evil: such as 

' fornication, impurity, filthiness, base desire, and 
that avarice as it were of licentiousness which 
(Jonstitues the character of idolatry. On account . . 
of these things the wrath of God comes upon 
the unbelieving, in which you likewise once., 
walked, when you lived in them, that is, be- 
fore your baptismal death : but now as ye have 
ceased to live in them, as ye have put away ., 
the life of the flesh, put away also its works, 
Init away all the things 1 have named, and let 

• every thing of a wrathful, angry, malicious, 
evil-minded, scurrilous character be far from 
your lips. 

Being all new men, as members of one body, 
'ftct consistently with that confidentual and af- 
fectionate relation in %vhich ye stand towards 
one another : fall not back into that practice of 
deception which suited well with your former 
eondition of separation, selfishness and mutual 

' 'distrust. Putting off" the old man, which was 

^ 'the creation of the Devil the father of lies, put- 
ting off the old man, with the deeds that be- 
long to him, lie not one to another: and putting .. 
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on Uie new man, the new creature which is 
created afresh by God, created afresh ; that by 
reflection of God's image as it were from it- 
self, it might know him who created it. Put- 
ting on this new man, act not so inconsistently 
with the object of your new creation, which 
was that ye should know the God of truth and 
mercy, as to lie one to another: putthig on ■■ 
this new man, in whom there is a blending of 
all interests, or rather an abohtlon of all nation- 
al, sectarian, or personal privileges : putting on 
this new man who is not distinctively either 
a Greek, a Jew, of the circumcision or of the 
uncircumcision, a Barbarian, a Scythian, ser- 
vant or freeman, but who is Christ ; ail these 
being in Christ, and Christ in all these; all 
distinctions being blended and all interests .. 
identified in him : putting on Christ then, as 
you do in baptism, in reference to tlie favor of 
God promised ; in consistency put him on like- 
wise in reference to the spirit within you 
pledged ; put on Christ in all his spirit of con- 
ciliation. As Christ, as the elect of God, the 
chosen seed, the holy and beloved of God, elect 
of God even as Christ is elect, clothed by the 
goodness of God with the whole of that grace 
and favor which are Christ's ; clothe yourselves 
Mritb the whole of that spirit likewise which 
was his. Put on feeling and compassion, put 
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on a disposition to do good, entire insensibility 
to personal importance, mildness, forbearance ; 
\ipholding one anotlter, benefiting one anotlier - 
t\'itliout consideration of personal advantage or 
personal obligation, though any one may have 
cause of complaint against another, as Christ, 
though he had cause of complaint against yoii, 
did good to you, so do you to others. 

On or about these, or with a view to promote .. 
these, or for the sake of these, add love ; cast 
the bond of love over all the members of the 
new creature, for love is the bond of perfect- 
iiess, the bond of a perfect identification with 
Christ as the elect of God. 

Let the peace of God, that peace, acceptance .. 
or reconciliation with God, to which ye have 
been assuredly called in one body, rule in your 
hearts, influence you in your character, and, 
having experienced graciousness, be yourselves 
gracious. 

Let the %vord of God dwell within you richly ., 
in every kind of wisdom, let it dwell within 
you in its constant influence on a grateful 
heart, and not expend itself in sound,* let it 
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<lwel) ricltty in every kind of wisdom, (Imt if, 
let it be constantly «bundant and friiitful in the 
beneficial knowledge of God ; let the psalms, 
and liymns, and odes, with which you approach 
Grod, be spiritual; let mntital instruction and 
admonition, in unison with the word of God, 
be their subject, and let them be the responsive 
harmony of gratitude to God in the lieart, and 
not merely on the tongue, like llie psalms, the 
hymns, and the odes of idolatry. L.et the word 
of God dwell abundantly within you, not only 
influencing your psalms, and hymns, and odes, 
but influencing whatever you do either in speak- .. 
ing or acting, every thing that is done in the 

uid correct versiou of the spirit oF St. Paul, tlinugh I n-ou!il not 
take an oath to the meaninf^ of uny [laEsages in scriptures or anj' 
other Qreek nrritlnea, yet t could take »a Mth that Ifae niUng prin- 
ciple of all my labour* in tbiB book boa been strict tidelity' I do 
nut mean to profess inyjelf to be more than man. 1 am certain I 
h^n barl one dominant principle, hut 1 am not eqimtlT certain that 
minor and subordinate prinoiplea have never stolen upas me witli 
xiteir inxiitioui influence. Nor do I see the niij^hLy do, ((U)4 my 
knowledge of human naturt makes ine apprebentiive of 111 vself,) if I 
kiv« unwarily, and I am quite sure I have never designeillT, been 
giiiU? of audi abemtiuns. I trust t slioll not he ■.•aUr<I dioingoiuous 
Uiould uuv penetrating critic succeed in detecting my peculiur opiu- 
ioiu, and aucceed abw in 6iiding inatjinces where those opinions have 
inlluenced more than thoy should have done ni/ cunstiuction. He 
U «r«lMnne to moke the most of the here acknowk-dged fact, that I 
had my strong opinions before I commenced this work; and though in 
tfae progress 1 was sur|iriteil in every chapter at my imperfect know- 
lolge of those scriptures which I thought I jierfectly underslood, 
y«t at the condudwi I found oil my original iipinions ffrowii ten^ld 
«tfatif{cr Uuw at the commencetiient. 
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name of the Lord Jesus Christ, every thing that 
belongs to you as his ministers or members. 
Let thankfulness give a life and spirit to all 
such actions, thankfulness to him who through 
the Lord is your God and Father, and not 
exclusively the God and Father of the Jews. 

Wives submit yourselves to your husbands „ 
as becomes servants of the Lord, that the ad- 
versaries may not find occasion, in your unbe- 
coming deportment towards your husbands, to 
revile the master ye serve, as a disturber of the 
peace of families. 

Husbands love your wives, have no bitter- ■• 
ness in your heart towards them. 

Children hearken to your parents with re-,, 
verence and respect in every thing, (for this is 
well pleasing,) hearken to them most heedfully 
and effectually in every thing in the Lord, that 
is, as servants of the Lord not forgetting your 
duties to the I-ord. 

Parents do not contend vexatiously with „ 
your children lest their spirit be broken. 

Servants give a heedful and effective atten- ,. 
tion to your human masters in every thing, 
not with the falseheartedness of an eye servant, 
who only wishes to seek favor with man, but 
with the sincere service of the heart as fearing 
the displeasure of God, and actuated only by 
the unqualified determination to do your duty : 
and whatever ye do, work spiritedly as work- 
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ing for the Lord, and not merely for man, 
knowing tliat ye will receive fi-oin the Lord .. 
the gift of life or the inheritance as sons, if you 
are faithful servants ; for Lord Christ is your 
master. And the faithless conduct of the un-.. 
faithful servant, the unjust conduct of the un- 
just steward shall light upon his own head, for 
with the Master in heaven there is no par- 
tiality. 

Masters, as I have enjoined dutifulness' to ..' 
your servants under the sanction of a blaster 
in the heavens, so I require you to do the 
tiling that is right to them, even according to 
the equality, though not of services, yet of 
equitable obligations under God, that eicists 
between you, knowing that you also have a 
Master in the heavens. 

I now address myself to al! descriptioiis of 
persons among you. Persevere, relax not in 
your devotion, being thoroughly awake to it, 
from the excitement of your grateful feelings to 
him who is its object. At the same time, pray 
on my account that God may open to me a 
door of tiie word, a door by which I may again 
have egress as a preacher of the word, that I 
may tell to the world the mystery of Christ for 
which 1 am bound by a chain to a soldier : 
that I may not only tell that mystery to the, 
world, but that I may do so, as I ought, by a 
practical and personal manifestation of it. 
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, Con(]uct yourselves prudently towards those'., 
who are not members of the church, purchas-i 
ing, making sacrifices for, opportunities of, 
saving them. Lei your speech at ail times* t. 
even under this prevalent persecution, savotir 
of thankfulness, and be seasoned with wisdom*J 
that ye may know how you ought to answer.' 
every one, as the holy sacrifice is with tlianks?'* 
giving, and is seasoned with salt in the fire j' 
so let your speech be likewise duly seasoned 
with wisdom, to meet in these fiery times, andji 
improve, every crisis, every opening for the \ 
word of God, every opportunity that may! ' 
arise. , , : , 

Tychicus a beloved brother and faithful dea- .. 
con, and a fellow-servant of the Lord, will 
make known to you my affairs. I have sent ,. 
him to you for this especial purpose, that he 
may make himself acquainted with your cirr-: 
cumstances, and encourage or comfort you. I;- 
have sent him with Onesimus, the faithful and 

beloved brother, wlio is of your community, 
they will make known to you all that is doing 
here, ^ii 

Arlstarchufi my fellow. prisoner salutes you* a 
and Mark, Barnabas's cousin, concerning whom 
ye liave received injunctions. If he come to 
you receive him. And Jesus, who is called., 
just, salutes you ; these members of the circum- 
cision salute you, they alone of their party 



d 



cot,. CH. TV. V, II, 12, i:!, U, IS, Hi, 17, 18. 

liave CfMjperated with me for the kingdom of 
God, and so effectually that they have been a 
compensating consolation under my preset 
constraint. ■ / "^ 

Epaphras salutes you, Epaphras Ki^^i'br.. 
Christ, member of your community, at all 
times earnest in your behalf at our devotional 
exercises that ye may stand complete, and 
fully furnished as to icno^vledge with the will 
of God in every respect. I may say this of him, .. 
for I am personally a witness of his great zeal 
for you and for the holy both at Laodicea and 
Hierapotis. 

Luke the beloved physician and Demas sa- .. 
lute you. 

Salute the brethren in Laodicea, and Xym- .* 
phas, and the church at his house. 

When this epistle has been read before ydti, ., 
arrange that it be read also before the church 
of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise get 
from Laodicea and read the epiStle '^1 ' seui 
thither. .-.-; ^./oM 

Say to Archippus. Look to your ofBce an^ .. 
ministry, which you have received in the ser- 
vice of the I^ord, that you perform all its 
duties. 

My salutation with my own hand. Paul. 

Remember me — my chains ! 

God's favor be with vou. Amen. 
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Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy, to the 
church of Thessalonians, the church in God 
the Father, and in Lord Jesus Christ, that is, 
having God for its Fatlier, as being pledged 
to, and therefore identified with, the hody of 
Jesus Christ the son of God. Favor or gra- 
tuitous acceptance, and its blessed fruit, peace 
of mind, be with you from God the Father 
and Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are at all times thankful to God respect- „ 
ing you all, remembering you in our devotions, 
never for a moment forgetting the work of-- 
your faithfulness, the great exertion of your 
love, the patience, the fortitude, with which 
hope inspired you, hope that rests on our Lord 
Jesus Christ, before our God and Father. 

We are beloved brethren (and it is the sub- ,. 
ject of our gratitude) convinced that God has 
elected you into the kingdom of the Lord. Ye 
have given proofs of tliat love which consti- 
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tutes the qualification of the objects of God's 
decree in favor of the faithful. For our bles- -. 
sed message in its influence upon you was not 
limited to words, but it was powerful in effect : 
it was answered on your parts by t!ie energy 
of a holy spirit within you. Auspicious indeed 
was the commencement of its career, moulded 
as ye became to the character of our own spirit; 
moulded to what ye saw we ourselves were on 
your account. Emulous in love you became .. 
imitators of us, nay imitators of the Lord, ac- 
cepting the word with the exultation of holi- 
ness, with the exultation ofthat spirit which was 
in Christ, and which ye saw in us ; embracing 
the word with gratitude even under much 
trouble, so that ye were an example to all who ,. 
believed our message in Macedonia, and in 
Achaia. 

For the word of the Lord has been echoed .. 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but more ; the report of your fideUty to God has 
gone out into every part of these countries, so 
that we have no need to say any thing, for they 
are themselves every where speaking of us, tel- .. 
ling of our successful entry among you, how 
ye turned from your idols to God, to serve the 
living and true God, and to expect his son .. 
from the heavens, Jesus whom he raised from 
the dead, as the Saviour from his impending 
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rvn:ath, to save you in that dreadrul visitation, 
that severity of rebuke with which he will 
quickly visit those thankless children who turn 
It deaf ear to his message of mercy. 

You received, I have said, this noble impulse ■ 
flrom the character of our spirit, as it discovered 

* Itself in your service; for ye yourselves, breth- 
ren, remember the commencement of our in- 
tercourse with you, that it was not merely 
with vain words, but having previously suffer- ., 
ed, and been insulted as ye know at Phillippi, 
we sustained nevertheless our bold, open, and 
free carriage in the cause of our God, and 

I Bpoke to you on the subject of his blessed mes- 
•age, with the earnestness of the wrestler, who 
confident in his strength, contends openly, feari 
lessly, and fairly. ' >^ 

For when as bearers of God's blessed message . , 
We exhorted you, we used no deception or 
artifice, we rested nothing on vain deceit, as if 
we had errors to propagate, or an impure or 
immoral system to establish. But such as is the 
stamp of trust- worthiness, which God, by tlie 

,, trust of his blessed embassy, has set upon us; 
such always is the openness and honesty of 
our conversation, not as we would please man, 
but God, who in his judgment estimates that 
which is within, not that which is without us. 
We rested nothing, I repeat, on vain deceit. 
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nor were we at any time dressed in the language ■' 
of flattery, as you know ; nor had we any ava- 
ricious designs under a specious exterior ; God 
is our witness : nor were we seeking human . 
gloryi neither of you nor of other men. 

We had no selfish object. On the contrary, 
such as we were, when as apostles of Christ we • 
might have pressed heavily upon your means 
but were gentle in the midst of you, gentle as ., 
a nurse in the midst of you, as a mother 
dieiishing her own children ; such as we then 
were, desiring you, interesting ourselves for 
you ; sucli are we always, well pleased, not only 
to communicate to you the message of God, 
but our own lives, for ye are beloved by us. 
For ye remember, brethren, our great and wean- ., 
some labour, how, when we proclaimed to you 
the glad tidings of God, we worked for our 
bread night and day, that we might not be a 
burden to any of you. 

You are our witnesses, and God is our wit* . 
ness, with what clean hands, how uprightly, 
how blamelessly we acquitted ourselves to those 
who relied upon us, exhorting and encourage- . 
ing every one of you — I appeal to your own 
recollections — as a father his own children, and .. 
testifying at every personal risk and sacrifice~- 



you 



well know how we laboured in 



every way, 



to make you walk in a manner worthy of the 
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ig Kp lo Toor hopes, fcrgetful of 
oalTcf ▼oo, dited with the 



' jofM Bnri w« bar to Ar Gcntflec, we are 
Jft CK a MiiUy tlnflkii^ Cod, boC far the glory we 
wmr be CBWceiTcd to mfrogmt c from tbe success 
tfktt !■• ciu w til oar kboon in ov office, but 
fcr tke plfuiL we hsTe Id so biased mti office, 
lor baring efitrmted to usfogradomamessige 
ftom God, for our perftct asmmioe that the 
Word we practum is bidced the wwd of God, 
We are tbankful, that in hearing with effective 
attention tbe word as delivered by us. the call 
of the Gentiles to God's own kingdom and 
glory, ye received not the word of men, but 
(as it is in tnitb) the word of God, who, and 
not we, operates in you that believe, operates 
by that word in its fruits, making you, »xord> 
ing to our exhortation and encouragement, 
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of your 
election into his kingdom and glory. We are 
thankful that we have been employed to pro- 
claim to you as well as the Jew the word of God. 
For being like tbe churches of God in Judea .. 
members of Christ, sufTering like them as you 
do, following them on the road of affliction, I am 
thankful that God's word has called you to 
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follow them likewise on the road to salvati<»i, 
that you, as well as the Jews, have heard with 
effect the glad tidings of the Messiah. Ye have 
suffered like them, ye have been persecuted and 
deserted by your own countrymen, just as they 
in like manner have been persecuted by their •• 
own countrymen, by their own countrymen 
who killed Jesus and their prophets, and 
who drove us out by persecution. In disfavor 
with God, and at enmity with mankind, for- .. 
bidding us to tell our glad tidings to the Gen- 
tiles, or to carry our commission of salvation 
beyond the precincts of their own selfish and 
bigotted polity, ever pursuing their infatuated 
course to fill up to the full the measure of 
their sin — they have pursued others with wrath, 
but wrath to the uttermost has overtaken 
themselves. 

But we, brethren, actuated by a very dif- ., 
fereut spirit, kept back by the particular con- 
juncture or occasion of the time from visiting 
you, feeling as parents detauied from their 
children, separated from them in person but 
not in heart ; we have been excessively earnest, 
we have felt a very great desire to see you. 
Therefore we wished to come to you (I myself.. 
wished to come) once and twice, and Satan 
hindered us. Our Lord, when Peter savoured 
of the things of this world, applied to him the 
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epithet Satan, and the wreckless selfishness of 
my own people merits surely an epithet of re- 
proach at least equally strong. Once and twice 
we wished to visit you personally. For who- 
are our hope ? Are not ye in the presence of our 
■ Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? Will noi 
you, as well as our other children in the Lord, 
accompany us on that day ? Who our joy, our 
triumph, our crown in his presence on that 
day ? Yourselves most a.ssuredly. For our -■ 
heart exults and rejoices in you. 

Knowing that ye were in the same predica- -. 
ment as the churches of Judea in respect to the 
persecution and desertion you experience from 
your own countrymen ; and being prevented 
from coming to you myself, I could not re- 
frain ; but spontaneously consenting to be left 
alone at Athens, I sent Timothy our brother, .. 
a minister of God, and our colleague in the 
embassy of Christ, to encourage you, and to 
promote the stability of your conduct; that no 
one among you might be moved or unsettled 
by this affliction in the maintenance of his fidel- 
ity. For yourselves know, that your baptism 
into the body of Jesus is a baptism into his 
Bufferings ; you know that as pledged members 
of his crucified body you lie obnoxious to all 
that befalls you. When we were with you, we ., 
mentioned before-hand that we were to be af- 
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flk^tedjdst^kr itt^^lied; and this you kiidw: 
TheMbMi^kbo^ngllie pr^icametit of d^^ .. 
M'iwkibb' y«tf^8loo€l» I coald n6 longer refhan; 
Inilytefft't'imMAiy to jrou to learn hovr you met 
y«inir»«rW, to Itrtow the state of youif fkithfut 
sMS/by^ntieipate the Tempter, lest he dccom- 
pft^^fcis t^mfptatibn, and our labour be in vain; 

>*-Butrnoir that Timothy has returned, bring... 
iftjg^tls blessed tidings of your fidelity and:love, 
and saylrig that you are always Idndly mindftil 
of us, desiring much to see us, as ire to see 
y«};i te;has oomfbrted uS, brethren, in all our •• 
attbtiM ^6^ necessity by his account of your 
^itfafhltiMs'; for we now live, if you stand firni \. 
iii^flLitfaftihless. 

M - 

• W^atedead in Christ by baptism, and we 
li^btify lis members of his risen body. Though 
dyifi^ therefore daily in our affliction and he- 
c^hy; we yet live in Christ, in his risen body 
th^ diurch, in you, so long as you live as mem« * 
b^M fit4^ in ftf thf\ilnes8. 

i!Fil«re fa a spiritual life, an effective, a living 
intidMst ttit^ God as it were in the faithfulness 
of hMyihen, ivhich even communicates itself 
tn^tttberd; ahd we owe to it in some degree the 
aceQ>tableness of bur thanksgivings to God i 
ev^ft fl* disposition of God to listen to our 
thUttk^^irigs is in soMe degree propitiated by 
yout ftlthfulbess. Pbr, in ihe tovti^leiH salis^ . . 

VOL. II. N 



1 THKS. CH. III. V. 10, II. 



fattion with which you inspire us before God, 
what an offering of thanksgiving are we en- 
abled to render up to him on your account, 
mixed as it is with the acceptable odour of your 
own faithfulness ! What acceptable thanks can 
we render for those who gratify us so sensibly, 
and who are so acceptable to God ! How 
earnest is our wish to be personally with such 
men ! Praying exceedingly as we do to God - 
night and day that we may see your face, and 
€X>ntribute towards your fidelity whatever it 
wantofperfectness ! And our God himself.even •■ 
the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, how 
are they, by such faithfulness on your part, 
enabled* — if it were lawful to apply such an 
expression, — enabled consistently with God's 
everlasting decree of graciousness to those who 
love him, enabled both by your fidelity and our 

■ The following will show ilie tlew to my construi'tion : — 
Tiia Yap !u;(afi<->»> ilmfti9a tu Sib stTBTD^yM — avn; }i I, Gii>( 
luiTivGuKU Triv aitii — VfUUT h xvfies ijtjorcariu. 

The elation of the apostle's mind implied in the tj™, caused bj 
Timotbv'H tvpurt of Iha fuithihlneM o^ the Theseolonians, sod the 
ardor of the apostle'g Hnticipation of, nntl anxiety for, the poRsible or 
rather necessary fniits of that foithfulncits If [icnevered in, utTof- 
•ti/rat ra Kj-rfnpaToi, iio- to 5-bp>S«> " aryiniavm, are auataineil throuuh- 
outveraesO — 13, and consequently there is nothing han>h or Ibrced 
in «u|)posn]{,the intlueace of ^ofiiSa and iiw lo be carried through 
the whole. It will be recollected by the reader, that the wont of 
fiiithfiilnesa on the part of the Corinthians was the reason why the 
Bpnitle, Bt a jutlii-'ular lime, via jirerenled from riiflttng ihem. 
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thankfulness — to treat us as favored cliitdreo ; 
to grant the requests of those who are so faitli- 
ful to hiin, and, ^vhen your favorable disposi- 
tions open such a prospect of advantage in my 
ptersonaUy visiting you — to remove every oh- 
stacle to our meeting: and the Lord, as the-. 
head of the members, through whom if faith- 
ful they receive spiritual life, how is he, or 
the blessed tidings he has brought of your 
acceptance, tlie blessed fact of your acceptance, 
(for your faithfulness reduces your acceptance 
to a certain fact,) how is the Lord thus enabled 
through your faithfulness to fill you with love. 
to fill you till you overflow with love towards 
one another and towards all, as we do towards 
you ; to your entire establishment, unimpeach- .. 
ably and cordially in righteousness, with all his 
holy ones against his coming before our God 
and Father. 

We are satisfied, brethren, of the firmness of.. 
of your fidelity under persecution. It remains 
then that we, your fellow-servants, ask and ex- 
hort you, as fellow-servants with ourselves of 
the Lord, that, having received of us your 
charge of duty from our Lord, your instruc- 
tions how to please God, his Father, (for it is 
bis occupation, and therefore the occupation of 
I servants to please God,) it remains that 
i ask and exhort you, having received this 
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charge of us, to abound still more, to establisli 
yourselves in the favor of God, by fulfilling the 
other offices of your service to his son, besides 
that of suSering in his cause. 

For you know with uhat duties we charged .. 
you through the LfOrd Jesus^ from whom we 
derive all our knowledge of the will of his 
Father. You know this to be his will, the do- ■■ 
ing of which is your sanctification, that is, the 
means by which Christ's sen'ants, (according 
to the rule which they have read in the con- 
duct of their Master,) are to make themselves 
holy, or obtain acceptance as holy in the pre- 
sence of God his Father; you know this to be 
the will of God. that which we gave you in 
charge, viz. that you keep yourselves from for- .. 
nication ; that even- one of you have the good 
sense to possess his own vessel, the care of 
which is his especial ser\'ice, as if he wished 
to keep it holy and precious for the Lord ; as 
a vessel to be filled with his spirit, and not, 
after the manner of the Gentiles who knew not ■■ 
God, with the sensualities of inordinate desire. 
And as ye should hold your own vessels as ,. 
precious, so should you not despise the vessel 
of your brother; not do an act which at once 
18 a personal transgression against your own, 
and a selfish abuse of our brother's puritj'; a 
transgression of your own charge over your 
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own vessel, and an injurious abuse or circum- 
vention of your brother for your own selBsii 
indulgence, in an affair of licentiousness, an 
injury to him in liis charge of his vessel, a 
seduction of him from the due care of that 
vessel which God has committed to him, but 
which you by such conduct treat with con- 
tempt Let not your passions lead you into 
a licentiousness doubly offensive, that at once 
betrays a neglect of your own interest in the 
Lord, and a contempt oi tiie interest of your 
brother ; because the Lord is an avenger re- 
specting all these offences of licentiousness, as 
I said to you before, and openly cliarged you. 

For God, who has called you into the service .. 
of his son, has not called you for impurity, but 
into a state of holiness. Therefore he that .. 
neglects his own and despises his brother's ves- 
sel, throws contempt not upon man, but upon 
God, who not only gives us those vessels, but 
gives us likewise the holy spirit, with which, 
as servants of Christ, it is our charge to fill 
them, gives, that is, puts it within our reacli, 
nitbin our reach as members of Christ deriving 
from Christ as our head the spirit which dwelt 
ill liim, and which dwells in all the faithful, 
ttiat is, in all those who have the sense to use 
the vessels with wliicli they are cliarged, ac- 
cording to the charge they have received. 
N 3 
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There is no need that I write to you con- ■ 
I deeming brotherly love ; for ye are yourselves 
tiught by God, or like all mankind taught by 
,1)uman wants, how beautiful a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity, and be- 
yond mankind in general you have been ef- 
fectually taught, practically grounded in this 
divine lesson. Therefore I more especially ap- 
ply to you this character of being instructed 
by God in reciprocal brotherly affection. For .. 
ye act upon this spirit of love towards all the 
brethren throughout Macedonia. 

But I exhort you, brethren, never to rest, 
whatever stage of spiritual grace ye may have 
renched ; and if ye abound in brotherly love, 
examine whether even this grace may not want 
something to make it perfectly acceptable to 
(hkI : you should not only sincerely love one 
another, but, as I told you, it should be your . 
pride that your love be quiet and unostentati- 
J ous; you are not to be exclusively absorbed in 
i 'ihe affections of the heart : your own proper 
I\bu8incs!(, as I told you, must be done, and your 
^llttjidh actively engaged in your occupation; that 
ye may have the means of presenting before 
them who arc not of the church a suitable ap- 
pearance, and that your own necessities may 
not Iw unprovided for. 

There is no need, I have observed, of my 
writing to you concerning brotherly love. You 
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love all the brethren, of this I am satisfied. 
But of those brethren, whose loss in tlie recent ■ 
persecution you so aifectionately regret, whom 
you speak of !>o much, and lament even to the 
neglect of your business and occupation, I 
would wish to speak, I would not have you 
ignorant concerning those brethren who have 
been laid to sleep, I would not have you, who 
are of the light, grieve for them as others that 
have no hope. 

For if we believe tliat Jesus died and rose „ 
again, so also will God, we trust, bring, with 
Jesus at his coming, those whom you bo regret, 
those who without Jesus were dead indeed, but 
who through Jesus, through their unity with 
him, are only sleeping in the grave. Your as- 
surance of this blessed fact grounds itself un- 
deniably on the death and resurrection of 
Christ For I tell you, and it is the word of.. 
the Lord, that we, who survive and remain till 
his coming, shall not be able to be before those 
who are in the sleep of death, that the Lord „ 
himself with a shout, with an archangel's voice, 
and with the trumpet of God, sliall descend 
from heaven, and the dead in Christ, tlie dead 
members of Christ, shall rise first. 

Afterwards we that survive and remain shall „ 
together with them be borne up instantaneous- 
ly by the clouds into the air to meet tlie Lord. 
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Thus is the resurrection of the Lord reported 
by tliose who saw it : " while they beheld, he 
was taken up, and a cloud received him out of 
their sight," and thus was the promiiie of his 
return given to his disciples by tiie two men in 
white apparel : " this same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so couie 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven." We, my brethren, in a happy re- 
union with those whom you so regret, shall 
then meet the Lord, and so. or in such re- 
union, be ever with him. 

_ Therefore grieve not as others who have no ., 
hope, but comfort one anotlier with these 
fvords. these assurances. 

, But, brethren, it would serve no useful pur- ,, 
pose to write to you concerning the time, the 
particular time of this event. All live or .should 
live, under the constant sense that it is not far 
diatant. It is always reasonable to act and 
speak under this impression, for you want not 
to be informed, you know yourselves perfectly .. 
well, that as a thief comes in the night, so 
comes the day of the Lord. For when they., 
are saying peace and safety, then comes the De- 
stroyer suddenly upon tliein, like a labour pain 
to a pregnant woman, and tliey cannot escape. 

But you, my brethren, are perfectly well in- ., 
formed ; you are not in the dark, that that day 
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as a thief, should take you by surprise. VoU •• 
are all sons of light, you are all sons of day. 
To us the night is over, and its darkness gone, 
we have been exactly informed, not indeed of 
the time, but of the certainty of the day of the 
I^rd. Let us not then sleep as others who., 
expect not a Saviour, let us not be inebriated 
with the world so as to be thrown off our 
guard. For they that sleep, sleep in the night, ., 
and they that are drunkards, are drunk in the 
night. But for us who are sons of day, let us .. 
be sober, clear in our understandings and pre- 
pared for the business of the day, having put 
on the breast-plate of faithfulness and love, and 
the helmet of hope bright with salvation. I-et 
faithfulness, hope, and love, dwell in our 
liearts. 

For God through our Lord Jesus Christ has ,. 
not placed us in a position of despair, which 
might perhaps paralize all the energy and spirit 
of endeavour. He has not through his mes- ' 
senger from heaven marked us as the objects 
of his wrath, but he has called us to an occu> 
pation, the eflTective performance of which de- 
mands the energetic application of love, hope, 
and fidelity ; an occupation in which, if we are 
vigilant and not intoxicated or diverted like 
sons of darkness, we shall acquire salvation. 

He has called us to this occupation through 
our Lord, who h his word and our model, 
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through our Lord who died for us, affording „ 
thereby as the word of God for our assurance 
the best possible testimony, and as the model 
of man for our guidance, the most perfect in- 
stance of love, hope, and fidelity ; that we, con- 
vinced and guided by the spectacle, might 
become as it were new creatures, created after 
the perfect copy or model set before us, that as 
Bnch new creatures, created after such a model, 
whether we sleep or wake, whether circum- 
stances call this bodily frame into vigilant ac- 
tivity or not, we might never for a moment be 
spiritually extinct, or cease to live with Christ, 
that is, to live as the new creature ; never for 
a moment be void of those spiritual essentials 
of the new creature, of the life unto God, love, 
hope, and fidelity; that life, which, in spriritual 
preparation or fitness for the work or occupa- 
tion to which God has appointed us, viz. the 
acquisition of salvation, is always awake, al- 
ways efficient. 

Wherefore, encourage and comfort one ano- .. 
ther, repair whatever dilapidations recent tri- 
bulation may have occasioned, and continue to 
maintain your accustomed unity as a building 
of God. 

And with a view to such unity we ask or ,. 
recommend you to direct your observance to- 
wards those among you who labour hard, who 



A 




I 



I THES. CH. V. V. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 11- 

minister to you, as servants of the Lord, stand- 
ing before you like ourselves as objects of imi- 
tation, your instructors, your monitors; and I .. 
ask you to cherish them very much in your 
affections on account of their services. Be 
peaceable one vrith another. 

And for the same end, viz. the promotion of.. 
unity, I exhort you to admonish those who will 
not conform, to speak encouragingly to the faint- 
hearted, to lend yourselves to the support of the 
weak, and to exercise forbearance with all. See .. 
that none of you render evil for evil to one ano- 
ther, but on every occasion let good be the scope 
of your actions, good towards one another, good 
towards all mankind. Be always happy, thai. .. 
is, enjoy the fruits of the conduct I recom- 
mend — happiness ; and let your hearts never 
withhold from God the returns of gratitude. 

Let there be no occasional and dangerous „ 
intermissions from the periodical regularity of 
your devotional exercises, and let every one of,, 
those exercises be pervaded by a spirit of thank- 
fulness, for thus will the gratefulness of your 
addresses to God accord with the graciousness 
of his good-will towards you as revealed in 
Christ Jesus, gratitude to God on the part of 
his creatures, being manifestly the will of God 
as revealed in Christ, as i«vealed in him, as 
members of whom God has invested us with 
the inheritance of immortality. 
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The Spirit of God, the spirit of holiness, by " 
the regularity of your devotional meetings con- 
tinues always within your reach. Do not suffer 
thiit spirit to be lost, do not quench it in the 
coldness of your heart by intermitting those 
exercises. Prophesying, that is, predictions or ,. 
inspired instructions to the church are some- 
times when you meet for devotional exercises 
granted on the occasion of those exercises; do 
not, by relaxing in your attendance, annul or 
restrain that spiritual gift. All that you hear in .. 
those prophesyings, assay by the test of your 
own judgment, hold fast what appears good, 
hold off from whatever has an evil appearance. ■- 

We ask you, T again say, to direct your ob- 
servance towards those who labour hard in the 
work of tlie Lord, we exhort you to this and 
to many other duties, conducive to the build- 
ing up of the church, to the stability, mutual 
harmony and happiness of the faithful. For the 
stability, and happiness, and harmony, and 
thankfulness of the church, are tiie will of God 
as revealed in Christ Jesus. We Paul and 
Timothy entreat and exhort you to this effect, 
but the God of peace himself entreated and ., 
exhorted you by Christ Jesus to this same 
effect, that is, called you to the courses we 
point out as conducive to your stability, hap- 
piness, harmony and thankfulness, or what in- 
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uudes them all, to Godly love, in order* that he 
might sanctify you, that is, in order tliat you, 
being qualified by love might become the ob- 
jects of his decree of sanctification, for whom 
God calleth, I mean effectually calleth, he 
sanctifieth ; that is, they become holy in con- 
sequence of his call, and he accepts them 
as righteous notwithstanding their past sins : 
otherwise his call is ineffective, and they are 
not in the practical sense of the word, the call- 
ed of God. The God of peace himself, I say, 
called you, in order that he might sanctify you, 
and make you, and accept you as, whole and 
perfect members of the holy Jesus, your bodies 
as one with his body, and your spirit as one with 
his spirit, united in that lot with which he is 
invested, viz. life everlasting, tiiat your soul 
and body might he, according to promise, saved 
from final rejection as defective on the advent 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and be kept as pre- 
cious when he maketh up his jewels. 

Faithful is he who called you to this hope, .. 
who has given you an assurance of it by the 
death of his son, and who will undoubtedly 
make it good. 
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Brethren, pray for us. Salute all the breth- •• 
ren with a holy kiss. 

I charge you by the Lord let this epistle be . . 
read to all the holy brethren. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, .. 
God's iavor, or the glad tidings brought by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, be with you. Amen. 
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Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy, to the 
church of Thessalonians, the adopted of God 
our Father, and tlie pledged of I^ord Jesus 
Christ. Grace and peace to you from God our ■■ 
Father or his acceptance, and from Lord Jesus 
Christ, or his assurance of such acceptance. 

Ill justice to you, brethren, we ought ever to ■■ 
make you the subject of our thankfulness to 
God ; because your fidelity to him, and the 
love of every ojie of you towards each other, 
especially the former increase greatly. So de- -■ 
dded is the growth of your fidelity and the 
exuberence of your reciprocal love, that you 
Deed no self-commendation : for we ourselves 
boast of you in the churches of God ; we boast 
of your fortitude, your firm adhesion to the 
dispensation of faithfulness as revealed in 
Christ Jesus: a dispensation which, as it was,, 
displayed in the glorification of the sufiering 
Jesus, declares the just judgment of God, to 
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' tbe effect of you, who have mfiered, being like- 
I vite gltflriousty accepted into favor, and treat- 
ad as vocthy of admission into God's kingdom 
for which ye iufier. iince it is just with God. 
even as be reveals his justice in his dealings 
with that natioD whocrurified Jeaus, to render 
> Retribution upon your persecutors, dispensing 
affliction to those who afiUct you, and to you, 
who are afflicted, remission from affliction ; 
rest, the promised rest of Jacob, on tliat day 
when the Lord shall be revealed from heaven 
with hi& powerful angels in a blaze of fire, in 
the ardent brightness of his glory, inflicting 
punishment upon those who know not God. 
(for all are without excuse, all of every age and 
every country have the means of knowing 
God,) and upon those likewise who obey not, 
who comply not with our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that is, who are not sincerely pledged to that 
spirit which was in him. 

Their punishment shall be banishment from 
the presence of the Lord — and as they would 
not be united with him in tlie exhibition of his 
weakness, in a self-devotion to his crucified 
body, they shall be excluded from all participa- 
tion and fruition of him in the glorious display 
of his strength on the day of his advent — their 
punislunentsliall be banishment from the Lord's 
glory, and a long, if not an eternal abliteration 
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of their interest in that glory, a dissolution 
of their hope of salvation in Christ the seed, 
an excnsion from the promises, so that, should 
they ever, at some period in the infinity of the 
ages that are to come, be restored into the 
favor of God, it will be by some other dispen* 
sation than that which it is our commission to 
open and proclaim. 

We ought, I repeat, to thank God for your 
perseverance in upholding the dispensation of 
faithfulness, which assures you of acceptance 
into, and your persecutors of banishment from, 
God's kingdom, which assures you that the 
Ixird will trouble them that trouble the faith- 
ful, and crown the severest sufferings of the 
faithful with the amplest compensations; when 
he shall be revealed from heaven to punish 
those who know not God, and those who listen 
not to the gracious message he brought to them; 
to punish them by banishment from his pre* 
sence, by disclaiming all connection with them, 
by bidding them depart as unknown to him, 
at the time when he shall come to invest him- .. 
self with all his holy ones as it were with a vest- 
ment of glory, to unite intimately with himself, 
by the spirit of the most unbounded confidence, 
all those who have confided in him ; a result 
that will prove so blessed, so beyond what the 
heart of man can conceive, that the brightest 



J 



II THKS. CH. I. V. II), II. ' ' 

•*■ 

Wpes of those whose confidence in Christ is 
the strongest shall be so far transcended by the 
reality, that the all-absorUng glory of their 
Saviour, in which themselves will be lost in 
bliss, sliall fill them with wonder and amaze- 
metit. 

*This blessedness, this ample recompense for 
all your suffering will be yours, brethren, on 
that day, because your confidence has been 
placed in us, in our testimony before you to 
the word of God ; because Christ's message 
through us of God's favor to the faithful has 
been believed by you, as is triumphantly evin- 
ced by your persevering faithfulness under 
persecution. 

We ought to be thankful to God, I repeat, 
for the triumph among the churches which 
your faithfulness and love have afforded us, 
looiiing to the glory with which that love and 
faithfulness will ultimately be crowned, when 
ultimately blended with the love and faithful- 
ness of Christ our head ; and with a view to ,, 
this consummation of all that is wonderful in 
your favor, this sublime, unmerited and un- 
heritable destination of the faithful, we think 

I conaiJer ull between (jiQ n^iwi in verse 7 and on Hrirfiifli ■" 
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of you, we pray for you oti every occasion 
of our devotional exercises, we pray tliat God 
will, on the day of Christ's coming, accept you, 
as worthy of the call into his kingdom, that 
be will supply your defect of worthiness by 
Iiis own goodness, your defect of worthiness to 
contribute adequately to and participate in the 
glory of Christ in Ills kingdom ; that what 
your goodness prove defective in will, and 
your faithfulness in deed, he himself will fill 
up in effect, that is, in effect with reference to 
his gracious favor as our Father, and our per- 
fect adoption as his sons in Christ. 

We make these prayers to God, feeling that, 
whatever Christ has done was done for the 
faithful, and desirous that very thing they do 
may be done for him : that Jesus Christ our .. 
Lord may be glorious in you, and you in him, 
by the favor of our God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ's God. 

But on the subject of the Lord's advent, .. 
and the gathering of the faithful to him, I 
ask you, brethren, in order that you may see 
tliat the object of any thing in my last letter - - 
was not that you should have been suddenly 
moved thereby from your opinion on those 
subjects, the opinion you entertained when I 
WHS with you ; I ask you, brethren, not to let 
any panic in any degree get possession of your 
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minds through aiiy aUrmUt influenciag your 
fean eitlier by spiritual maniiestations, by elo- 
quent addresses, or by any thing as from me, 
or on tbe authority of my letter, as if I had 
said that tite day of the Lord was instantly at 
hand. Let no one seduce you in any way _ 
from the opinion you then held, for it cannot 
be, the Lord's day cannot be at hand, unless 
the apostasy first take place, and th^ man of 
lun be revealed, the son of perdition, opposing ,, 
hiins^ to, and exalting himself over every 
nominal God, and object of worship, so as to 
seat himself in the temple of God, convincing 
the world that he is a God. Do you not re- .. 
member that before I left you I told you this. 

And you know what now restrains tlie reve- ,, 
lation of this man of sin until bis season arrive. 
For the mystery, the secret principle of the _, 
apostasy, the secret principle of lawlessness or 
intractability is already in operation, only it is 
kept back till the restraint, which is now upon 
it, be removed. And then the man without., 
law, the man who, with reference to the law 
of Christ, shall be as the Gentiles with refer- 
ence to the law of the Jews, (a man of sin,) 
shall be revealed, whom the Lord shall destroy 
by the breath of his mouth, and reduce to 
nothing by the brightness of his presence. The,, 
man of sin shall be revealed, whose presence. 
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SavDiiring of the operation of Satan, the father 
of lies, is ever distinguished by every miracle, 
and sign, and prodigy that falsehood can get 
lip ; by every artifice to which perishing apos- ., 
tates, in their abandonment of all righteous 
principle, can have recourse. 

These systems of imposition so grow into 
the habits and affections of tlie deluded, that 
they refuse to excliange them for the love of 
truth. Hampered with these systems of imposi- 
tion, they never love the truth to the effect of 
their salvation, tlie object of that truth. For ., 
this reason, rejecting truth as the lawless or in- 
tractable ever do for falsehood, God shall make 
them feel their folly; sending, not the princi- 
ples, for they already possess them, of deceit, 
but the operation of those principles, the con- 
sequences of that operation, as they take such 
pains to propagate untruth, they slutll them- 
selves become the dupes of their own lies ; 
that all those, who believe not the truth, but .. 
take pleasure in dishonesty, may meet the 
judgment they merit, may fall into that igno- 
minious condition of ignorant infatuation, which 
under providence proceeds from the lying spirit 
they worship, and the disingenuous courses 
they adopt. 

But, brethren, beloved of the Lord, we have „ 
Httle apprehension for you, indeed we ought 
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on every occasion to make yon the subject of 
thankfulness to God, because from the begin- 
ning of our intercourse with you God elected 
you to salvation. The Jews consider tliem- 
selves as the elect people of God, and so they 
are, for whomsoever God calls to salvation he 
elects, or invites, and appoints, but does not 
force, to become the objects of his favor; and 
the very day of your receiving the announce- 
ment of the glad tidings that God's election is 
not restrictive to a particular nation, but open 
to all who love him, you were pronounced the 
objects of his love, and therefore equally with 
the Jews the objects of his election ; and the 
proofs you have given of your love to God, 
assure us that your election was not, like that 
of the faitliless Jews, an election of which you 
areimworthy, which in point of fact you your- 
selves reject or cast away from you, but an 
election which you accept in the spirit of love, 
in the true spirit of the sons of God ; an elec- 
tion that .shall end in your salvation. Your 
love of God and faithfuhiess under trial, from 
my first knowning you, are a security against 
the fatal influences of the apostasy I have men- 
tioned, are an assurance to me, not only that 
God has elected you, but that yours is an elec- 
tion unto salvation, that God will complete the 
work he has begun in you, and save you in the 
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day of the I^rd. He has accepted you ( 
your profession of Christ's holiness, and 
Chriat's faithfulness, that faithfuhiess by wliii 
on the cross he nobly supported the truth he 
believed; God has accepted you on yourbap.'! 
tisin into this spirit of Christ ; and if you per- 
severe in that holiness, and that faithful support 
of truth, to which you are engaged, he will . 
finally save you on the day of the Lord. Corif f 
fident then as your late glorious conduct under^ I 
trial makes me feel in your perseverance, I 
venture to anticipate your happiness, and giv- 
ing all praise to God, I venture to say that he 
has saved you, or elected you to salvation by 
that holiness and faithfulness upon which I 
depend; that holiness and faithfulness which 
are the fruits of your gratitude for God's gra- 
tuitous acceptance. Gratified and encouraged 
by the view of those fruits, I revert back in 
thankfulness to him who, by our ministry, scut 
you the assurance of his favor, that tree of life, 
which growing in a grateful heart, is bringing 
forth fruit unto holiness and fidelity. I thank 
God that he has elected you to salvation from 
the beginnuig in holiness of spirit and faith. 
fulness to truth, that there has been no cause of 
remission from the beginning to the present 
time in my hopes of your ultimate salvation,.. 
for which gracious end he called you by our 
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blessed embassy, viz. to save you for a glorioost 
acquisition of Jesus Christ oitr Lord, to glorifyi 
as faitliful followers your glorious deliverer. 

Brethren, stand firm then, and hold fast the,, 
doctrine that lias been delivered to you by iw, ' 
whether verbally or by letter. But the Lord ,. 
Jesus Christ himself calls upon you to the same 
eflPect, and our God and Father, who loves us 
and gives us consolations reaching beyond the 
limits of this life, and a good tiope grounded 
in his favor, he calls upon you to stand firm, 
that he and his beloved son, that the sense of., 
his love, and the assurance of your inseparable- 
union with his beloved son, may be a heart-' 
felt encouragement to you under all your trials 
and support you as a rock in every thing that 
is good in word and deed, in every thing to 
which that doctrine leads, in which you are 
exhorted by God, and tlie Lord, and his minis-.! 
ters, to stand firm and immoveable. 

It remains, brethren, that we request you in „ 
your devotional exercises to make us tlie parti- 
cular subject of your prayers, that God's bles- 
sing upon our labours being thereby successful- 
ly advocated, his word- committed to our 
ministration may freely pursue a suceessful 
career, and be equall}' glorious every where as 
it has been at Thessalonica in its reception and 
in its efifects ; and that we may be delivered., 
from intractable men, men incapable of failli- 
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folnessito the laws of the place or comitiunity'' 
to which they belong; from wicked men. 'c'" 

For the church acknowledges not the in- 
tractable and the wicked as of her household, 
the feithfulness of Christ is the connecting 
spirit of the church, of which faithfulness, such 
characters in the present unsettled state of their 
mind are incapable ; Christ's spirit of faithful- 
ness is not the spirit of all, who are externally 
connected with him as members. 

But Christ is faithful, and will establish and .. 
keep you from the wicked one ; that is, if you 
are internally members of Christ who was 
faithful, if his spirit really dwell within you, 
you will never come under the power of sin, 
his spirit will establish you and keep you safe 
from the influence of wicked persons. 

We, as stewards of the I^ord, confide in you ,. 
his servants, we trust that you do, and will do 
what we tell you to do by his authority. But .. 
the Lord confides in you his servants, that ydu 
do, and will do his command, viz. love (me 
another. Your Master in heaven expects thai 
what he has done for you has not been done in 
vain, that the influence of his goodness to you 
has reached your hearts, and will lead you to 
love God as he loved him, and to persevere in 
faithfulness as he persevered ; will lead you to 
that love of God and that perseverance which 
were his own, which he exhibited in his own 
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person when on eartli as the Christ, as the Mes- 
siah; anointed to proclaim the message of God 
to man, to proclaim, not so much by word as 
deed, that spirit of faithfulness which is the 
qualification for, and that immortality whicli 
is the end of God's favor. 

But, brethren, as messengers of Jesus Christ .. 
our Lord, we charge yon in his name, to leave 
every brother who is intractable, deviating 
from the doctrine and manner of life lie has 
accepted of, and seen in, us, ibr ye yourselves ., 
know what is incumbent upon you as followers 
of the same spirit that we follow. VVe never 
were intractable to order deviating from a 
doctrine, once authoritatively delivered to, and 
adopted by the church. 

Neither did we, like the individuals to whom .. 
I allude, eat our bread as a gratuity from any 
man, but in hard and wearisome labour, we 
worked night and day, that we might not be 
burdensome to any man. Not that, as apostles .. 
we had no claim to an immunity, but to give 
ourselves as an example to you, to induce you 
to do the same : and therefore when we were .. 
with you, we said as messengers of Christ, if 
any one will not work let him not eat. 

We warned you of this, for we hear there ,. 
are among you certain intractable persons who 
conform not with our manner of life among 
yoH, or the doctrine we delivered, who do no 
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work, who will do any thing but work, who 
in imitation of those impostors, who make a 
profit by their curious arts, out of a deluded 
people, but not in imitation of us, do nothing 
for their own maintenance, but practice upon 
your liberality. To such I address myself as a .. 
messenger, and I exhort them by the authority 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that working quietly 
each man eat his own bread. 

For yourselves, brethren, may you not shrink .. 
back in the honorable course you are pursuing. 

But for those intractable persons to whotn I ■• 
have been alluding, if any one of them obey 
not the word of the Lord Jesus Christ, as we 
now set it forth by this letter, mark him, and 
have no intercourse with him, that he may be 
confounded and brought to a sense of his con- 
dition. Thus treat liim for the benevolent pur- .. 
pose of bringing him to a sense of his con- 
dition, not acting as if you held liim for an 
enemy, but admonishing liim as a brother. 
Now the Lord of peace give you peace always 
and in every way. 

The Lord be with you all. 

Paul's salutation to you. My own saluta- 
tion under my own hand, which is my signa- 
ture in every epistle. 'Ihus I write. 

The grace of our I-ord Jesus Christ, or God's . 
gratuitous favor, which was his blessed mes- 
sage from his Father, be with you all. Amen. 
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Paul, Jesus Christ's apostle, as to the disci- • 
pline of the church, as to its disposition, its 
regimen under God our Saviour, and Lord 
Jesus Christ our hope, that is, Paul sent and 
fully authorized to make arrangements and re- 
gulations necessary or expedient in the church. 

God, our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, or 
Lord Saviour anointed our hope, are with re- 
ference to the church named together, because 
with a view to the appointment and conduct- 
ing thereof to salvation, so perfect is the unity 
between God the Saviour and the anointed 
Saviour, that whatever promise or gift to that 
end we receive of God, is confirmed or affected 
through the anointed Saviour, and whatever 
confirmation or guidance to that end we receive 
tlirougli the anointed Saviour, is of God. Of 
God our Saviour is the promise or gift of life. 
Through the anointed Saviour, (through our 
sincere baptismal identification with him, who 
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is the seed of promise, or spiritual son of Abra- 
ham, that is, through our making good the 
pledge by which we have bound ourselves, to 
be like him in faithfulness of spirit,) through 
the anointed Saviour, I repeat, our hope, is that 
gift of God aflfected or promise of God fulfilled ; 
through him, whom God anointed as his repre- 
sentative, or agent on earth, for the accomplish- 
ment of his own gracious work, our salvation, 
who as such representative is our Lord, our 
Saviour, and our hope, and who in his life and 
death on earth, has supplied to us as our Lord 
the rule — and in his resurrection and glorifica- 
tion has assured to us as our hope the reward — 
of faithfulness, — life eternal — which is salvation. 

Paul, apostle as above set forth, sends greet- •■ 
ing to Timothy, his own true son by unity of 
heart and interest, related to him as a son to a 
father, owing to him mediately his spiritual 
existence under the dispensation of faithfulness. 
Grace or favor, compassion and peace from God 
our Father, and from Christ Jesus our Lord. 

As I entreated you on my departure from ., 
Macedonia, remain at Epfaesus to denounce 
authoritatively the system of teaching of cer- 
tain persons there, which is incompatible with 
the word of God. 

Denounce their addiction to endless investi- .. 
gallons of pedigree, whether fictitious or genuine, 
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wiiich tliey trace with a view to establish con- 
nexion with the family of Abraham ; a course, 
which rather occupies time uselessly with con- 
tinual research, lliaii promotes God's building. 

God builds you up into the family of Abra- 
ham, not by the carnal cement of genealogical 
extraction, but by the connecting efficacy of 
tliat spirit of faithfulness or love, which was 
in Abraham, which was in Christ, whiclt is in 
all the faitliful, and which now constitutes the 
only, but the sure hold upon the only irrefra- 
[ gable title to the iTiheritance of the holy in 
Ught. 

Tlie teaching of those pedigree seekers mi- 
nisters questions tending to strife and animosi- 
ty, hut the end or purpose of the office of., 
denunciation against tliem with which we charg- 
ed thee, the end or object of all teaching that 
is compatible with the word of God, is love, 
growing out of a pure heart, a good conscience, 
BJid a genuine faithfulness. 

l>eviating from these only grounds of a true .. 
godly love, and seeking to estabhsh grounds 
pf love to God in their genealogical claim to a 
privileged fellowship with the people of God, 
deviating thus from the enlarged spirit of the 
dispensation of faithfulness, they betake them- 
selves to trifling and unprofitable discussions, 
and thus resting on their carnal tie with the 
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Jewish polity, the individuals against wliotn I - 
have directed your vigilance, wish to be teach- 
ers of the law, showing at the same time, hy 
the irregularities of their practice, that they 
neither know what they say, the self-condem- 
nation which their doctrine implies, nor the 
nature of the laws whose authority they so 
positively avouch. 

For we know, though the conduct of those .. 
men seems to bespeak their ignorance of this 
fact, that the law is good ; it is good, if it be 
applied by any one to its legitimate ol^ect, 
applied by one who knows, that the law is not ,. 
in force for the righteous, for those, who as 
members of Christ, pledged to his spiritual 
fidelity, are accepted as righteous by God, ac- 
cording to the glorious tidings of the blessed 
God with which I am instructed. The law is 
good, for him who understands it, as a check 
upon vice, for it tells all those who are under 
it, that they are condemned in their unrighte- 
ousness, which your opponents at Ephesus do 
not seem to know. But in this its distinctive 
excellence it has no application to the faithful, 
for they, as pledged by baptism, are dead to all 
unrighteousness. The law, we repeat, is good 
to him who legitimately uses it, who perceives 
its stem applicability to those who are lawless 
in their practice, who are intractable, who are 
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impious and sinfitl, who are unholy, and unfit 
for the service of God, to destroyers of fathers 
and mothers, to all who slay a fellow-creature, ■ 
to fornicators, to the perpetrators of an abomi- 
nable crime, to those, i\ho by deceit seduce 
freemen to slavery, or seduce staves from their 
masters, to liars of every degree, from the man 
who is guilty of simple falsehood, to him who 
adds peijury to his guilt, in fine to every one 
whose conduct in any way militates againiit 
sound and wholesome instruction. We know 
the law to be good if applied by any teacher, 
to all such persons as I have detailed, who are 
the legitimate objects of its severities, applied, 
I say, by any teacher, who knows that the law 
is itiapplicahle to us who are by baptism dead 
to all unrighteousness, and who therefore, what- 
ever may have been our former condition as 
Jews or Gentiles, are now as members of Christ 
unobnoxious to the condemnation of the law. 
The law is good, if thus according to that glo- .. 
rious message of the blessed God, with which 
I am entrusted, legitimately applied and re-' 
strained. y. 

When I reflect upon the turn my mind had •■ 
taken, at the time of my receiving this truRt. 
the deep rooted influence of ancient prejudices 
bearing me on to destruction, bound hand and 
foot under the power of Satan, nothing less 
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than A miracle, I am persuaded, could have dis- 
|;ellcd from my eyes the enchantment bv which 
1 was held, and brought me to Christ. 

Incapable and unfit as I then was, I am 
grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, whose call, 
whose command was at that time my only 
qualification for such » trust, who called me, 
unworthy as I was and apparently unfit, into 
his own service, thus making me, by ttie con- 
vincing and resistless influence of such unmeri- 
ted indulgence on a sincere heart, an altered 
man, an able minister; even before I had given 
any proof of adequacy to my duties. Thankful 
am I to the Lord that he thus made me, or 
treated me at once, as an elficient servant 
worthy of his confidence, appointing me to 
be bismtnister, me, U'ho had been a blasphemer, 
who bad persecuted, who had insulted him. 

But madly as 1 had raged I w^as compassion- 
ated, because my infidel conduct* had proceed- 
ed from ignorance. 

I was indeed a blasphemer, a persecutor, and 
an in&utter of the son of God, and therefore 
apparently a fire-brand only fitted for consump- 
tion ; but the grace of our Lord, the gratuitous .. 
imputation of righteousness on the part of God, 
as assured by our Lord who is our head to 
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all as his members, that grace in CMijunction 
with the faithfulness and love on my part to 
which baptism pledged me, which were in 
Christ Jesus, and are in me: that grace, I say, 
in conjunction with the love and faithfulness 
with which I have answered it, has been abun- 
dantly sufficient to snatch me out of the fire 
in which I was consuming. 

The persons at Ephesus, against whom I 
have to caution you, say, that they who reject 
the law dissever themselves from tlie Jewish 
polity, and that such are therefore sinners, and 
incapable of divine favor ; but who could be 
more dissevered than myself from the interests 
of the son of God before the powerful hand of 
the Lord seized me, who in this point of view 
could be a greater sinner? And yet I was com- 
passionated. 

Worthy of our belief, and in every respect .. 
most acceptable to us is the saying, * that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners,' of 
whom I am a primary instance. 

And great as is the mercy I have personally .. 
experienced, the object of that mercy was not 
my salvation alone, but its object was, that 
Jesus Christ might exhibit every forbearance 
upon me ; a forbearance that should apply to 
every sinner who repents and is baptized ; the 
object was to make me a prominent mark or 
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type of those who should thereafter rety upon 
him for eternal salvation. 

I said, that I thanked Jesus Christ our Lord 
who strengthened me notwithstanding my per- 
secution of his followers: but he did so because 
my conduct proceeded from ignorance, and he 
did so to make me a type of his graciousness 
towards other sinners who are sinners from 
ignorance. I said, that I thanked Jesus Christ 
our Lord for this his gracious exercise of power 
to save me and others, but mere thanks are too 
cold, I will glorify him as our King, the King 
of the Gentiles as well as the Jews. *To our .. 
■t M m 

TBvra nXinSin) — r» J) &aai>.it ti/^i kxi So^n. The literal tntnsUtian 
of the 17th verse I cnnsider ss follows, whether ita spirit and mean- 
ing is eonlilncd in my itluBtiatbn I must leuve to the reader. ''To 
the King of the dispensation!, Immortal, tinKen, only, wve, God-'V— 
If Skv (God) be taken as a subatiuitive, the meaning of the aentence 
■« oh»cure, if as an adjective, I think the meaning become* clear, 
though (what maj perfaaiw be thought a paradoK,) imporaible to be 
exprcMed Utenllj in Kngliah, as we have no word Ibat will coiivej 
the fuU Rirce of Siec in an adjective sense. In my illustration I 
have liisplaced ^m merely to show the connection that gives it 
wiatitng and truth, but neverlheiesB I rather agree with thoge critics 
vho think pwti auppoaititious, and taken from Itom. xvi 37. Aa 
King of the dispensations Christ is immortal, uiiaeen, and wise, 
whereas the kings of this world are mortal, seen, onil unwise, as King 
of the dispensations he is only, for there is none other anointed but 
t Hftrf, Bad with isftrenee to thow diapennlionB, as God has given 
him all power, be is God with 114 j wa adore ia him God*8 attribulei 
of love and power to which we owe our esialence as members of 
Christ, h«rj of immnrlalily- 
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mi9 Km^ M^er Gaik iB^r— ■Hnni. whether 
A*af tke kv «r that of ftgrhfiilnfiw, to the 
Kmg aWnGod with m^ imMaan^ unseen, 
wiat, to iam W hoMor and ^orj for ever and 
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i Thb dUv^ge soa TJMOthy, « to the exercise ., 
Itf xowr afieeat Efhpwir, this charge pointing 
I to iIk spnicaal w ariM e with certain adversaries 
I jam will kwve to sustain; this charge 
^ whirh petfrctfy a eeot ds with the authoritative 
■Mliilimh that wcte given at your appoint- 
Mcnt to yaar office I have pressed upon you, 
that you may meet and conduct the conilict 
that await* you with spirit and discretion : 
having faithfuhiess to God as the object, and , 
a eoBscaousness of your good intentions as the 
su|^>ort of your exertions, which latter some 
have cast overhoard as it were or rejected as an 
iDcumbrance, and have accordingly suffered 
diipwreck, faiUng ever to reach, what is the 
haven of our salvation, the great object of all 
our exertions, — faithfulness. 

Hymeneus and Alexander are among them _, 
whom 1 have delivered to Satan, whom I no 
longer admit into the fellowship of the holy, 
whom I dismiss into the society of those who 
taste not the blessedness of reconciliation with 
God ; and I do so, that being disciplined by 
experience, lliey may ftel the difference of their 
condition, and cease to be blasplieraers ; cease 
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to designate those as unrighteous \ 
circumcision of the heart ; when tliey shall 
have had a closer connection with, and experi- 
ence of Satan, or that party, which, concentra- 
ting all righteousness in the circumcision of the 
flesh, would consign us over as impious to the 
wrath of God, because we repudiate sucli righ- 
teousness. 

IHffering widely then from their spirit of" 
privilege and exclusion, the very first exhorta- 
tion that I give you is, that in your devotional 
exercises, whether they be deprecations of evil, 
or Euppttcatioiis for good, or intercessions, or 
thanksgivings, you include all mankind, and •• 
especially kings and all persons who are in 
situations of eminence, for they are in those 
ntuations under God for the common good : 
that we may pass a tranqnii and quiet life 
in the undisturbed practice of every act of 
right religion, and the honorable acquittance 
of every duty. This spirit of universality and •• 
philanthropy pervading our devotions becomes 
U6, and makes us acceptable to God our Saviour, 
whose will it is, that all mankind should be •• 
saved, and arrive at a knowledge of truth : the 
knowledge of truth being the way for the faith- 
fill to salvation, and prayer for that knowledge 
in behalf of all, be 
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God, whose will is that all should be saved. 
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'■J ifc«dH »a tfce arfwtion 
^ j«C ifatBH Aoali&a of nl- 
GaJfare *iiiiJl^»M, so kng 
m fee rntt^ Ail coaliaHr s 6r^ asenL The 
iBiiali^y «f tmfc li ■ ny b^ which the 
Int not the un- 
b tbe gift of God, it 
ii tWiefc ic tke ffffft mtijeet of prarer : Cod 
■9 gnHk thiC fc ncir l ed g e it such times, and in 
mdi wi^i; mtd to sadi extent, as in his wis- 
dom Ik sees b moat cotrf ii« Te to the object of 
bn win. tbe aiuTeisd stlt-ation of a race of free 
^ents ; and our prayers, tbe prayers of many 
for the knowledge of truth unto salvation, as 
it is a prayer entirely in accordance with the 
will of God, (the perfect accomplishment of 
which will is only withheld on account of the 
perverted state of man's free-will,) the prayers 
of man to God to be put in the way of salva- 
tion, is we may conclude, since God encourages 
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us to pray, reco^ized by liim as a proof that 
the times and means are ready, when in his 
wisdom, and with a view to the salvation of all, 
be may best communicate or enlarge that know- 
ledge of truth, which is a way to salvation, a 
way nevertheless only available to the faithful. 

Pray then, I repeat, for all. It is God's will 
that all should be saved. For numerous as are ■• 
the names which the nations adore, God is but 
one, there is but one God of all the nations of 
the earth, all are the objects of the universal 
good-will of one and the same God. And there 
is one mediator between God and man — the 
man Christ, whose office as the Christ, in his 
representative unity with God as to spirit, is to 
reveal God in his attribute of universal good- 
will, and whose office as the son of man in his 
reprcsetttative unity with man as to the flesh, 
is to exhibit man, as lie must be, to become the 
legitimate object of that universal good-will. 

In the exercise of that part of his mediatorial ■• 
office which refers to his representation of man, 
that is, of showing what man as the object of 
God's favor must be, he gave himself up as a 
sacrifice, not as the sacrifice of the Jews, which 
symbolically representing a price of redemption 
from the condemnation under the law, made 
God at unity with a particular nation; but as 
a sacrifice, which is the very thing of which 
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up as a 

r*d the dccuiDstan- 
$ i^ fe tK^timoHty to tbe suffiaency 
of tttMAMSBt ■ifiiwH the vocfca of the law, 
totbe i ri wtiu nof OMM, faitfcfiilnesa, represent- 
ed ftrn* m Us dcBth. and nalized for us by 
one hap d ma, or sinoere de<tintion tn a unity of 
flfnrit with hkii. 

Tliis testimony, in its immediate application, 
was addressed to bis own times. I have been ., 
made a herald and an apo&tle of this testimony, 
that in my own person, as a member of Christ, 
I may continue and proclaim for the benefit of 
my own limes, Christ's representation of tbe 
goodness of God, and of the faithfulness of 
man, as they were perfectly set forth in his per- 
son ; in order tliat, according to tbe will of 
(ind, all men may come to a knowledge of 
truth, and like me identifying themselves as 
memberB, by the faithfulness of their spirit, 
with Christ, may in him be saved. Of this 
testimony urn I thus made a herald and an 
apostle; to instruct the Gentiles in that faith- 
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fulness whicii was exempliSed in the cuiiduct 
of Christ, and in that truth, viz. tlie good-will 
of God, H'hicli was revealed in his glorification, 
and in cotitradiction to the blaspheming^ mis- 
representations of my adversaries. I assure you 
most solemnly of my veracity on this point as 
a member of Christ. 

As then my office directs my attention espe* 
daily to the Gentiles, and as there is a strong 
party of Judaizing brethren at Ephesus, I 
caution you the more anxiously against tlieir 
operations. I will accordingly take notice of 
a difficulty to the Gentile disciples, which tlie 
Judaizing doctrine has raised up in the churdi 
at Ephesus The difficulty I allude to is that 
the Gentiles who are excluded from the syna- 
gogues, or consecrated places of worship, be- 
cause they conform not to the Judaical requisi- 
tion of circumcision, are inconvenienced, hav- 
ing no proper place to assemble in for public 
worship. 

To meet this difficulty, I would have the., 
men perform their devotional exercises in every 
or any place, lifting up pure hands in their 
prayers, under the influence of no excitement, 
and entering into no altercation on account of 
the obstacles placed in their way. 

Cby this secession from the assemblies of 
ilent Judaizers, whose vanity and osten- 
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to eoD- 

bfOte 

hrhiiid tihem 

tbeir.. 
It themselves 
', to faring 
of reverence and 
tbemselves under 
Eflf afittiD^nd oediuble appearance 
at Ae wme^bBet at the brethren in curU, in 
gold, in jewdi, in ■ eartlj mantle; but to.. 
^D^ifj or fit tfaeauelves suitably for such as> 
■emblifs by good deeds, as women should do 
who profes* to meet there for the purpose of 
piety. 

Ijet women learn ui silence, conformably in .. 
every respect with their subjection to man. I ,. 
do not permit a woman to teach at tbe assem- 
blies, nor to give her authority to, or signify 
her approbation of, what a man says there, but 
to be silent. Let her act conformably with her .. 
order in the creation, for man was first formed 
and afterwards woman ; and conformably with ,, 
her original inferiority of mental strength, for 
it was not Adam that was seduced by the Se- 
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ducer, but the woman was seduced and trans- 
gressed, or became a transgressor from decep- 
tion. Adam indeed fell, but bis fall was not like 
that of the woman, the consequence of bU 
bring deceived, and therefore a proof of the 
weakness of his understanding. 

These arguments are calculated to have 
weight with the Judaizers of Kphesus, and 
therefore I use them. 

But let them not, when offered as a ground 
for that becoming modesty of demeanour which 
1 recommend to the women at the assemblies, 
be misapplied to their prejudice, impairing that 
kindness and consideration due to them from 
man, as if woman were the cause of all our 
misery. For the very same Jewish records, 
out of which I have drawn my argument for 
their submission to us, affords a similar argu- 
ment for our kindness to them. For through .. 
cbitdbearing woman was the blessed instrument 
of the salvation of man, the mother of him 
that should be the Saviour of the world. God 
had denounced death on all mankind. But 
Eve by childbearing making Adam the pro- 
genitor of the seed by whom all the nations of 
the earth sliould be blessed, made ample amende 
for the consequences of her crime. For as in 
Adam all die, so in Ciirist all are made alive. 
Eve therefore wlio was in transgression, and 
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tfae consequence of transgression — death, for ' 
herself, for Adam, for llie wliole human race, 
shall be saved, for herself, for Adam, for the 
whole human race by childbearing :♦ if with 
sobriety, or under the guidance of a sound 
understanding, they stand firm in that faith- 
fulness, and love, and holiness which was in 
Christ, the seed in whom the ultimate blessed- 
ness of that childbearing is consummated. 

The word of God is the word of faithfulness, ., 
and they who profess it must perform all to 
which their profession engages them. If any 
one professing tliat word seeks with outstretch- 
ed hands or with avidity the office of a bishop, 
or superintendancy of the church, he desires an 
honorable occupation, he hungers and thirsts 
for righteousness, he gives an external evidence, 
an earnest that he iias within him the right spirit 
for what he undertakes; and it behoves him to 
be faithful in his superin tendency, consistently 
with the word of faithfulness which the church 
professes. 




■ Thi« interpreUUiHi or a verj diUkalt passage of course I thiuk 

the most admisaiblc of anj Uiat I have met with. Should Uit; reader 
think olherwias, IL may still be of use as lending conRnnatiDii tu a 
wMnewhnt similar though bv no means identical view talccn hy Mr. 
Bloonifield. For I had adopted my construction before I posaecaed 
tua book : anil when two indepeaileut inquirers arrivu at a couduBion 
somewhat simitar though not the same, that which is accepted often 
hmItcs conlirniatiou from that which u rejected. 
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, It behoves him therefore, who superintends.. 
the church, to be inaecessable to reproach, to 
be married to only one wife, to be a man, 
whose loins are constantly girded up, or having 
A mind that is always vigilant and prepared 
for events, to have a sound understanding, he 
should be attaclied to order, he should be a 
friend to the stranger. For there are no houses 
of open resort or accommodation to strangers, 
and the follower of Christ is always the friend 
of the destitute He should be qualified and 
ready to teach the word, not devoted to wine, ■• 
no striker. He must not be avaricious of gain 
by dishonorable means, but he must be gentle, 
peaceable, disinterested. 

He should be a man that presides well over ■■ 
his own house, holding his children in subjec- 
tion, and disciplined to every thing that con- 
duces to their proper and right conduct. If., 
any one know not how to superintend his own 
bouse, if he be so void of a vigilant and sound 
understanding in the management of his own 
affairs, if he be so imfaithful in the least, how 
shall he be faithful in much, how shall he take 
effectual care of the church of God ? 

He must not be an untried man, one but ,. 
freshly planted in the vinyard of the Lord, re- 
cently attached to the church, lest as one of 
her lamps, not being yet sufficiently supplied 
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IthrihowMttgBiiii tfaej 
«Im aenc tke AaaA ■ A ot dLnt lely in the 
tef thAiwIiBwiiuii . or in other 
> wilh wUefa tbey may be 
mliMlLil, to be respedsfale men, whose words 
amA eonduct, and priDciple, may be depended 
upon, who are not doaUe tonpied, not devoted 
to wine, not food of didiiaiorable gain ; men >. 
who have, or pn^as tbe mystery, the ti^n-ly re- 
medied, or rather newly develuped dispensation 
of the faithfulness, (I mean the faithfulness 
which was in Christ, and is in his members, 
and which according to our myster)' is the all 
and only sufficient means of acceptance for 
both Jew and Gentile.) the deacons, I say, 
should be men who profess this mystery, not 
from interested motives, but from a pure con- 
sciciitiouH principle of conviction. 
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And moreover, let these persons, before they . 
are trusted, be efTectually examined, whether 
they have the requisite qualifications, and after 
that, if they prove unimpeachable, let them 
serve or minister. 

Their wives in like manner sUoutd be .. 
women of respectability, not calumnious, but 
guarded in their conversation, and awake as it 
were to the consequences of what they say ; 
let tbem be entirely faithful, as persons, who 
in every respect, both as to word and deed may 
be relied upon. 

Let the deacons be husbands of only one .. 
wife, attending well to their children, and 
their own domestic affairs. 

Carefully observe tliese suggestions, in the 
appointment of persons to ser^'e as deacons. 
For those who minister well in the recog- .. 
nized o£fices of the church, obtain an im- 
portant influence in her affairs; they acquire 
to themselves a degree or honorable position 
among the brethren, and much authority or 
advantage in the faithfulness which is in 
Christ, in revealing or proclaiming that faith- 
fulness; and consequently much freedom or 
license to do good or ill, according as they shall 
act faithfully or otherwise, according as they 
shall have been selected with or without 
judgment. 
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hnitHy stated. 

The whole 

God, as fir as obb is eoooened to 

of goodness and 
■I the pefson of 
Ont» io his fairtk. life, deadi, and resomsction. 
God vas jomfied in the spirit. His pro- 
■use that in the seed of Afafaham all the 
nations of the earth should be blessed was 
fulfilled, not in the letter, for that seed, which 
is Christ and his members, consisting of all the 
fiuthfuU includes many who are not as to the 
flesh of that seed, but none who are not so as 
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r.the spirit Thus by the fulfilment of his 
promise was God Justified, not in the letter, 
but in the spirit. 

He has been .seen representatively, — he 
cannot be seen really by man, for no man 
can see God and live — in the person of Christy 
by messengers, who went about with Christ 
during his time on earth, that they might 
know God. For they who have seen Christ, 
have seen God, as far as man is permitted or 
perhaps able to see his Creator ; that is, they 
liave had the perfect goodness and power of 
God, not stated to them by mere words, but 
brought home to them by a sensible represen- 
tation in Christ, in whom God's attribute of 
goodness dwelt, and of power was declared, 
fully, perfectly, efficiently, and almost visibly. 

Those attributes of God have been pro- 
claimed, according to his promise, to the 
Gentiles, they have been trusted to or acknow- 
ledged, not by the Jews only as formerly, but 
by the world at large, and taken up or assumed 
as a glory, in God's express image, in Christ 
the brightness of his glory ; assumed by the 
world, not by the Jews or a single nation, but 
by the world, as a far brighter glory or assur- 
ance of God's favor, or of God being with 
us, than the shekinah, the glory of the people 
of Israel under the old dispensation, of which 

VOL. 11. Q 
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glory tlie temple was the house. But the 
glory of which I am now speaking, viz, the 
sensible and substantial, and living revelation 
of the attributes of God in his son, dwells not 
like the shekinahiin a temple made with hands, 
but in the church, in the whole body of the 
faithful, which is in the house of the living 
God, wlio in his attributes of goodness and 
power dwelt in Christ, and now dwells in 
his faithful members, in order that all the 
world may come to the knowledge of him, 
as taken up or assumed for the universal 
glory of the whole world ; the reality, of which 
the shekinah was the shadow or symbol. 

This is the mystery of the right religion, 
viz. God loving the world as revealed in Christ, 
and the world, as pledged in Clirist, faithful 
to, and influenced by an unlimited confidence 
in God, the restoration as it were of the natural 
confidence and love between the universal 
Father, and the universal family. His love 
has been manifested by Christ in the flesh, his 
claim to our confidence and trust, or justifica- 
tion, has been proved by the spiritual fulfilment 
of all he has ever promised to mankind, by 
raising Christ, and in him all tlie spiritual sons 
of Abraham, all the faithful of eV'^natiiiii, to 
life everlasting. In order thai* 
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the glory as it were or representation of God, 
was seen by angels, that is, by men who re- 
ceived their authority immediately from God 
himself, to be eye witnesses of this revelation 
of himself, and to be angels as it were or mes- 
sengers immediately from himself, to proclaim 
this revelation to the Gentiles, in order that 
the whole world might become faithful to and 
implicitly confide in God, thus revealed to them : 
and the world, wherever we have proclaimed 
this right religion, these glad tidings, has be- 
lieved them, they are pledged to faithfulness, 
they have implicit confidence in God as reveal- 
ed in Christ ; and as the ministers of the law 
with shouts of triumph bore upon their shouU 
der the arc of their salvation, which contained 
the old covenant, and was overshadowed by the 
cloud of glory ; so we, the world at large, take 
up with exulting confidence, take up Christ the 
arc of our salvation, the arc which contains the 
new covenant of faithfulness, overshadowed, not 
by a cloud, but by the reality of God's glory, 
viz. life everlasting assured to those who love 
him ; thus instead of a cloud, a dark, tempora- 
ry and unreal glory, do we, the world at large, 
take up Christ for our bright, eternal and liv- 
ing glory. 

But tlie spirit expressly says, that in the lat- .. 
ter times some shall depart from this faitliful- 
U 2 
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^^lMihiii|^ ttaisiuaiva to spirits of 6d9^ooda* I 
a£ ff—Twr* These terms aw] 
against whose machina-j 
ML. The spirit expressly' J 
&itlifiilness, or tbi 
fwttc J fmt «r tk M y ater y of right religiaii.- 
as 1 hsTC jval jM H forth : and I direct yot^l 
MMWita lo tkase pasoos, who, like the fala 
spirits or denKMtt of idolatiT, are perrerting alld 
rif*hl reJigton at Ephesu^ as alreaUj fulfilling'.fl 
this prrdiction. 

Tliv spirit, I say, expressly predicts an ap 
tasy from tliat part of the mystay of rig! 
religion wliicli may be considered as man's part^J 
an constituting the whole of what depends upoq \ 
nmn in tliat mystery, that is, faithfuhiess to bis 
proft'ssion ; his profession that he believes what 
Ims iH'cn revealed to him, and that he accepts 
God so revealed to him as his glory, as the arc 
of his salvation : and I now direct your atten- 
tion to those persons, who, like the false spirits 
or demons that perverted the Gentiles, tliat 
perverted the world from the worship of the 
onlv tnic God, are now perverting the brethren 
from the right religion, and leading them from 
faithfulness lo tlie only true God as he is set 
torth in our mysterj-, into absurdities of a kin- 

«^ nature with the absurd mysteries of idola- i 
.^iMi) that are lying hypocrites, the uatu- 
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nil tenderness of whose consciences is searect as 
it were with a red hot iron. 

These men, in their hypocritical pretensions ■• 
to superior chastity and sanctity, enjoin ceUha- 
cy and abstinence from certain meats usually 
offered to idols, meats which God has made to 
be tliankruUy partaken of by the faithful, by 
those wlio know the trutli.hy those who know 
that idols are nothing, and therefore can defile 
nothing. Gut I do not say that they are to be 
partaken of by the weaker brethren, by those 
who, though they have forsaken the worship 
of idols, still consider those idols as something, 
as impure spirits capable of defiling meats, and 
rendering them profane to the touch or use of 
the faithful. These meats God has made to be 
thankfully partaken of by those who know the 
truth; for every kind of meat made by God •• 
for the use of man is good, and not to be reject- 
ed, being received with thankfulness. 

For what if the meats I allude to have not 
been purified by the words, and by the inter- 
vention of a priest? They are all sanctified by ., 
the word and intervention of God, of him who 
said, " arise, Peter, slay and eat, that which God 
has cleansed call not thou common." 

Substituting these truths to the brethren in .> 
the place of the errors lam pointing at, you 
will acquit yourself with honor of your duty 
Q 3 
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as a minister of Jesus Christ, well disciplined 
in the language of the faithful and honorable 
doctrines you follow or profess. 

But reject the contemptible and old womanish .. 
tales, that are related of what has happened to 
persons, who have ventured to touch this, and 
to eat that which they esteem unholy and pol- 
luted : divest yourself of all such hypocritical 
scrupulousness or superstitious absurdity. In .. 
corporeal wrestling the competitors strip them- 
selves of every thing that obstructs the easy 
movement of the limbs, but small is their stake. 
Divest yourself likewise in your spiritual wrest- 
ling of every impediment, and put forth all 
your unincumbered strength in the struggle for 
right religion against hypocrisy and supersti- 
tion, having before you as the scope of your ex- 
ertion right religion ; right religion, that holds 
out as a prize for her votaries, not only a pro- 
mise of the life which is to come, but also of 
the life which now is. that is, an entire enfran- 
chisement from all those vexatious and trifling 
scruples which imbJtter the lives of the super- 
stitious. 

LThe word of God which holds up that pro- .. 
mise to our hopes is, we are persuaded, faith- 
ful, and claims acceptance or implicit confidence 
from us. 
For relying on it, and with a view to the •• 
stake it holds up to us, we exert ourselves 
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most laboriously, braving the reproaches of 
man, the blasphemies of those, who call our 
liberty impiety ; for our hope is established in 
the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, 
especially of the faithful of those who are 
pledged as the followers of the faithful Jesus, 
and indeed of all who love him. Whatever 
names are worshipped by the different nations 
upon the earth, he alone is in truth worshipped 
by the faithful of all nations and all times. 
Whatever their unavoidable errors, it is not for 
their errors, but their vices, that the wrath of 
God comes upon the ungodly, and he wills that 
all should be saved, and come to the knowledge 
of the truth. But if faithfulness is the great 
and sole requisite for salvation, it will be asked 
perhaps, what becomes of the Jews, who claim 
salvation not on that ground, but as the legiti- 
mate and circumcised descendants of Abraham, 
on a strict compliance with all the requisitions 
of the law, eating nothing that is unclean ? I 
answer God is their Saviour likewise. 1 have 
said that he is the Saviour of all, and when I 
add, he is more especially the Saviour of the 
faithful, I merely mean, that, whatever preten- 
sions the Jews may make from an exactness in 
such minute, and vexatious, and slavish obser- 
ances, they are nothing, or worse than nothing, 
when placed in competition with fuithfubiess. 
a 4 
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Faitlifulness alone, whether in Jew or Gteek, 
is the especial object of God's love, the right 
religion, as far as man is concerned, which we 
are especially commanded to jiroclaim through- 
out the world. 

- Thus charge the brethren qs a messenger and .. 
^ teacher. 

J So conduct yourself that no one may despise .. 
your youth, but become a model of the faith- 
ful in your conversation with the brethren, in 
your behaviour, in love, in the spirit that is 
within you, in faithfulness,* or the practical 
Application of that spirit in purity. 

Till I come apply earnestly to the offices of., 
jading, exhorting and instructing.f Exercise .. 
not carelessly and remissly the office which has 
been given you, by the imposition of the hands, 

" BIr. Blooiiiflelil reprnbatiis RnsctlmuUer for inlerpreling xtartf 

fldclily ; pronouni'infT that sense of the word too precarious to he 

dejwiuled upoD. But in tlie verji uumeraus iiutancea in which the 

I J^P""^^^ "^^ ''"^^ word, my iltuatnitian find» fidelilj, or sometUiog 

I *rtiy BiiliilBr to fidellt}', to lie the sense almost invonabty most nccor- 

.duit with the coiitpitl and tlie subject ; 1 must tberelbre be Toi^reu 

I ^ i]iiiiitainin|{ that Ifthe meaning of the word vtarii U to be Bought 

tr ftcliiiirelf in SI. PauTi icriHagi its most general and tbcrefore 

[ \eMl prerarious sense is fidelity. 

+ Have we not here a definition of the wiird irfofijnia? It ap. 
^eais to me that these were the onlinaiy t'uni'tions uf a icfa^iiivi in 
tbe line of St. Paul. But though all these functiuna wuru included 
in tEie full KDSC uf l^ word, yet the word aometimcs occurs where 
tuily one, and winetimes a!au where the exlraurdinarv gift of prcdic- 
lign ja iul«udeij. 
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by the solemn consent of the presbyters, tlife 
office of reading to, exhorting, and instructing 
the brethren. 

Attend seriously to these my counsels, give .. 
yourself up to them, that your proficiency may 
become evident to all, even your elders; that, 
furnished with my experience, the circumstance 
of your youth may be overlooked; apply them •• 
to your personal conduct, and to your official 
teaching, persist in them ; for so will yon save 
yourself iind those who hear you. 

Be not harsh and arbitary with an aged man. .. 
Plead with him as with a father, with young 
men as with brothers, with aged women as.. 
with mothers, with the young women as with 
sisters, with every personal regard to propriety, 
and chastity of demeanour. 

As to those women who are widows, hold ,. 
them in high regard; those I mean who liave 
no earthly ties, and who act consistently with 
their condition. But if a widow,* if any of 



• I do not set up this version in opposition to that whii-h I believe 
15 tbc more generally received. I jju no furthci than to ritt mjr 
judgment in &vor of it, after mud) Uoie and care ju dedding, but I 
Mknowlcilge that a very iillle more evidence than what otcurred to 
me trould have l.umeil the scale the other way. I ouglit Iben, it 
will be laid, tu have g^ne with the mi\)ority. I onn this ia not the 
■piril wliitb has inHuenced me (and it ia but due to my reader to 
make the confesnon,} throughout this irork. Wheuever a new Con- 
or a different one t'runi the iiaual haa occurred It 
n mj Judgment, alter ■ careful investigation, has turned in 
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the women being in a state of widowhood have 
children or grandchildren, let them learn from 
you; teach them, that in worshipping God 
rightly, doing their duty to their family is a 
principle consideration, an acknowledgement 
or requital of their own obligations to their 
own parents, in conferring similar obligations 
upon their own children : for this conduct be- 
comes them and recommends them to God. 
Such widows are under very different circum- 
stances from her who has no family claims 
upon her. But the widow who acts consistent- -■ 
ly with her condition, who is entirely bereft of 
I all domestic ties, and entirely solitary in the 
world, lias fixed her hope in God, she has no 
family entanglements to prevent her giving 
herself wholly to the interests of God's church 

ill ftror. I ture telt it mj duty to put it forward ; because tlierc 
oeeda do ippnlieniioii, in this Icoraeil aj^ of mischief uriung from 
the fubmissioa of errar ta the ordeal of its criticism, and I have not 
that conBihuice mther in my Icaniing ur mv judgmeaC to tliioli, that 
I can aluara see oil tbat mav be said in &vor of the cunstructinn I 
approve, aoj more than all that may be «Bid againKt it. Tbe road to 
tralh lies through error, and it la nut the sjiirit of the present age to 
go out uf the way to avoid the sight of error, but to meet it and 
overcome it. The tree wlikh is blown upon bv every wbd becomes 
ultiniatelv the stroogeil and the siost firmly rooted. Eirooeous 
writen cannot now do much bsnn iu thia cuuntry. The 6eld is 
open, and the conilict belwecn trutli and error in an open and fair 
Held will in a very few years be derided. There in but uue duttrine 
in boly Scrtj>ture, whatever ita enemies may say, and if its advocates 
have but fair pUy, that doctrine will be soon found so rlcar, ouil 
Hunpreheosible, a&d ratiotul, tbat they who run ihaH refid iU 
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at this period of its ard 
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uous 
persevi 



itruggles with a 



hostile 

piety and devotion : hold such in high regard 

as valuable coadjutors of the church. 

But she that is neither obligated by domestic ,. 
duties, nor attached to the service of God; but 
who is selfishly engrossed by sensual desires 
and indulgences, is, as respects her estimation 
in the church, as a special servant of the Lord, 
dead while she lives. 

Thus admonish the widows: doing so, in ., 
order that the widows wlio profess Christ may 
be irreprehensible : particularly admonish any _^ 
widow who has domestic ties and neglects 
them, (or such conduct does not recommend 
her to God, And the %vidow who is not provi- 
dent for her children, and especially for those 
who are her domestics, who are in domestic 
dependency upon her, having perhaps no home 
but that of their parent, is not only useless 
to the Lord, she is even worse than an infidel; 
for having baptismally or formally pledged her- 
self to faithfulness, to every moral duty, to 
that spirit which was in Christ, she has by her 
conduct given the lie to that pledge, 

Some of these widows, who conduct them- 
selves with the propriety I suggest, are, you 
know, with advantage to the church appointed 
to certain benevolent offices in it. Let her who .. 
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As chosen into that holy sisterhood, be not less 
than sixty years old, having had but one hus- 
band, and having her quahUcations attested by .. 
her previous creditable conduct; if for instance 
she have brought up children ; if she have been 
ihe friend of the stranger ; if she have submit- 
ted cheerfully to the humblest offices in aid of 
the holy, remembering Christ when he washed 
the feet of his disciples ; if she have satisfied 
the heart of the afflicted ; if she have prosecu- 
ted ever)' good work. 

The young widows decline ; for when their .. 
youthful passions lead them into a licentious 
fbrgetfulness of that spirit with whicli those 
fcoly women devote themselves to Christ, they 
wish to marry. They are by their youth self- -■ 
condemned as inadmissible to that holy order, 
' «mong whom none that have been t\\'ice mar- 
Hed are eligible, because they usually annul 
their first faith, marrying again if they have 
opportunity. At the same time, having pro- ., 
fessed the especial service of Christ, and after- 
wards from the distractions of youth, having 
conceived a distaste to the course of life which 
they have imposed upon themselves, they neg- 
lect what they have undertaken ; and being 
diverted by their holy office from the usual 
domestic avocations of other women, they learn 
from the very circumstances, in which from tlie 
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best of motives they have placed themselves, 
to be idle, unsettled as to their own domestic 
concerns ; and not only to be idle, but to be 
excessive talkers, and to intermeddle, saying 
things which they should not. 

I therefore think it advisable that tlie young .. 
widows marry, have children, manage their 
household, and give no occasion of reproach to 
the adversary, to those men who lie in wait to 
make the most of every tiling that is indeco- 
rous or wrong in our society. 

I give you these counsels, because some of - 
those young persons who had been admitted 
to the venerable order of widows, have already 
turned away from the habits or rules of tlieir 
order to follow Satan, to attach themselves 
to our adversaries. 

If any of the faithful, either man or woman, .. 
have widows dependant upon them who are 
needy, let them satisfy their need, and let not 
the church be burdened with them, that it 
may have sufficient means of relief for those 
poor widows who have no substantial friends, 
and who therefore in the fullest sense of the 
word are widowed or bereft. 

Let the presbyters who conduct themselves .. 
well in their prominent station be held in 
high respect, especially those who are labori- 
ous speakers and teachers. For it would he ., 
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unjust to withhold from them, the weil earned 
iuc«U of their labours; you shall not muzzle 
the ox, it is written, that treadetb out the 
com. And the labourer is worthy of bis hire. 

Against a presbyter countenance not a ., 
charge, unless it be supported by two or three 
witnesses. Hut him whose delinquency is so . 
established, expose before all ; that the rest as 
well as himself may be impressed with a -sa- 
lutary fear. 

But authorizing you thus to visit the., 
offences of so venerable a bodv with public 
displeasure, 1 must at the same time most 
solemnly adjure you to be most guarded; I 
adjure you before God and Lord Jesus Christ, 
and before the chosen messengers that pro- 
phecy, and from time to time receive immediate 
communications from God for the guidance 
of the church in its present infant state, I 
adjure you by God himself, by the Lord, 
and by those, who thus appear to be more 
inunediately in communication with God and 
the Lord, and who are therefore, under God, 
a check upon authority, too prone in its judg- 
ments, to be corrupted by interest, or biassed 
by passion : I adjure you to observe and keep 
these injunctions, to act in every case without 
favor and witliout partiality. 

it to guard against probable delinquencies .. 
it venerable order, lay hands hastily on 
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no man : participate not in their guilt by having 
been rashly the instrument of their exaltation : 
keep yourself clear from any participation 
in the guilt of the offending presbyter, by the 
conscientious exercise of your best judgment 
in Uieir appointment. 

I now address myself to tliee Timothy, as to 
the angel or principle of the church of Kphe- 
sus. and in thee, therefore, to the church itself. 

Be no more a water drinker; in the exercise -. 
of your important functions, be no longer 
dependant upon miraculous interventions, but 
with the pure* water of the spirit, mix a little 
of the wine of human discretion and judgment ; 
now that for the time you ought to be capable 

* In thf usual Rnd moat obvious construction of this paaeage U hot 
DO connection vhalever with Ihe luijeel ortheconle«t. I am not aware 
of uij oUier poiuge in St. PhuI'i wrUingi, wltea rightly unileratood, 
■o circumsUneed. " This ilirectiou to Timothy," wys Paley, "about 
his diet BtsnJs betveen two sentences as wide Iriini the subject an 
ponible, the train of thought seems to be broken to lei it in." In 
ny lar-fetcbed coDitnicLian it exactly, and in the original, most bcau- 
tifiiUy barmoDizes with both subject and context. But if water and 
wine were figurative expressions familiarly used as siffnificant, the 
one of pure revelation, the other of human wisilom, (in a good sense) 
eapedally if St. Paul was in the constant hnhit of so usint; tbetn in 
hi> eclloquial intercourse with Timiilhy, the meaning I have given 
to the expression would not to Timothy be far-fetched, but nocewary 
■ndvbTious. The Author of the Book of Maccabees, illx;stratea um- 
jilei^keecb by the symbol of water, an') finished or jioliihed writing, the 
remit of human wisdom by the symbol of wine : " oitar uian irvyxs- 
paaint iiiuf—<KiTii kili -n Tfr na/tamuvm th Mfaj,"~—1\ Maccabees, 
di. n. V, 39. 
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of strong meats, and not to require to be fed 
with milk, to be taught, again what be the 
first principles of the oracles of God, Go 
beyond the principles, which have been given 
you freely and iniuiediately from God by his 
messengers ; such as the knowledge of the all 
sufSciency of repentance and faithfulness. 
Such as the doctrine of baptisms, and laying 
on of hands, and of the resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment : alt which have 
been given you freely from above by the word 
of inspiration and unadulterated like water. 
But like water they are capable, by the appli- 
cation of your own good sense and a sound 
discretion of being converted into wine, or 
^rong drink ; unfit for tlie church, at its very 
£ouiiuencemeut, and when her constitution 
cuuld bear nothing but pure unadulterated 
water, or the immediate superin tendance of 
the spirit in all her matters. But now, for the 
time, she ought to begin to be trusted with the 
exercise of human judgment and discretion, 
and to convert her water into wine, but still, 
on account of her unconfirmed state, and her 
still remaining mantfuld weakness, I would not 
allow her to take too rapid a stride in self-de- 
l |ieiideuce, but to use at present but a little 
vine. 

And in this duty of guarding against im- 
■oper persons being admitted into the pres- 
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bytery, there is an occasion and a necessity for 
the exercise of human judgment: trust not 
every spirit, that makes a fair show, but try 
them before you venture to lay hands on the 
apparently favored individual, lay not hands, I 
repeat, hastily on any man. Participate not in 
the guilt of the unworthy, by having been 
rashly the instrument of their exaltation, hav- 
ing failed to exercise a sound discretion, in a 
case, where all the opportunities of experience 
and local observation facilitate, and where the 
vital interests of the church demand the ex- 
ercise of judgment, justice, discretion and wis- 
dom, whicli are the pure water of the oracles 
of God, converted by human industry into 
wine, the strong meats, which the confirmed 
constitution of a healthy church will sustain 
and benefit by. 

The sins of some of the candidates are noto- .. 
rious, and lead them up as it were to the bar 
to receive your judgment, the election of 
whom, under pretence of the manifestations 
of the spirit would be obviously scandalous ; 
but the sins of others follow close behind them, 
and the exercise of a sound human discretion, 
(equally legitimate and admissible in both cases, 
obviously so in the first case, but upon unifor- 
mity of principle equally so in both cases,) will 
soon lead to a detection of their unworthiness. 



. Sfc CH- TL V. 1. 1, J. 



And m tfce fmfcjtety wiO thus be secured ■• 
wg^ntt tke iamnaB of unworthv members, 
ao w31 tbe- sdMiHaaa of the worthy be render- 
ed more profaaU^ fiir tbar good actions are 
usnDT manifest, and thcwe good actions which 
are not to, npoa ■ hs^ investigation will be 
i aa eormd, Uwy cbbdoK be ooooeded. 

Wboerer ire cervants, legally bouml in the .. 
state of seiritude, tet them esteem their mas- 
ten as entitled to erery obserranoe customarily 
conceded to tbeir station, that the cause of God, 
and the doctrine of tbe church may not be ill. 
»poken t^, as tending to tnsubordinattDn ; and .. 
let not those who serve persons that are among 
the faithful, presume upon their masters because 
they are their brethren, but rather acquiesce 
with the more good-will iu the duties of their 
department, because they who partake or bene- 
fit by such good serrice, by such evident re- 
ciprocation of love on the part of the master, 
and Bdelity on the part of the servants, are 
themselves the beloved, and the faithful ser- 
vants of their common Master. 

Let this be the tenor of your teaching and 
exhorting, that the cause of God, and the 
doctrine of the church may not be evil 
spoken of 

If any one teach a diifcrent doctrine, if 
any one's speeches or discourses be unwhole- 
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aome, or tending to disorder the beneficial 
customs of society, being discordant with the 
speeclies and discourses of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, "if any teacher or light of the church . 
have thus become involved in a mist in his doc- 
trine as to right religion, in effect understand- 
ing nothing on the subject of right religion : 
if any one, being a propagator of that which is 
incompatible with all right religion or sound 
doctrine, be thus as it were a diseased and 
dangerous member, stand off from or shun 
him. Stand off from him who is thus diseased, 
thus inaccessible to the vital influence of that 
benevolent spirit which flows from Christ as 
the head to all his members, — inaccessible 
through his entanglement with the irrelevant 
disquisitions and wordy debates of those who 
falsely assume to themselves the name of teach- 
ers of wisdom, — disquisitions and debates that 
give rise to envy, strife, evil constructions, evil 
suspicions. — the disordering collisions of men 
whose minds are corrupted, and have been se- 
duced from the truth, — men who think the truth 
or right religionf to be — not that simple thing 

" Nu comma after Ji!oa««^ia. 
+ " Viiu^nrrmt — Tni iwrEjSiiBi, suppming that gain ia godtineea, or 
nil)i«z dial gcxUineaa is gain ; for the article ehowa that luri^fMif ii 
the tultject not Che preiUcate :" — Vnlpy. 

With R lenuiniDf; touch ot' that wickedoesa bv which when bojs we 
lD«ed to pis; off a Iriclt upon those who had authority ov 
K 2 
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s down pure from heaveii, ro^uiring 
> subdity flf human investigation, no mix- 
btaie of fauntsn kigoinacfay to discover or re- 
[' cDniinend it to which the language of the pro- 
ryiiet applies: " Ho e*-ery one that thirsteth, 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
wj come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy 
[ wine and milk without money and without 
•;■ — but wlio think that the truth is an ac- 
I to be acquired by the expenditure of 
[ jlilVil, that it is the object of laborious dis- 
F yiii tion and learned debate. 

If any one, 1 say, be thus heterodox in his 
; thus discwdant in his speech from the 
and discourses of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, stand off from him, shun him. But .. 
though right religiofi be no acquisition with 



Moetnne, t 



le Mr. Ta^* ■■ '*■*— ^^ of ■ coDstnictioc fraoi 
■ Mih he nU Man widi fRrijpintiB. 1 emit UUch Dothiiig better 
■ba ihe ^»*« note, ngtthir with Mr. SloamB^d^ on the same 
fmmgt, tit mf cotutracUaa of mx f^V^ arvvni, &c — PhiL ch. 
n. T. & 

I vill here apologUr br tmring nwde no tdmowledgement for 
the manT serrices I lure recared Grno tbe book of thst elegant 
(cholar and amiable duo Mr. Valpv. It has beei before mn throu^- 
out Uie whole of m; correctioni of Ibis work, anJ to saT that I hnve 
made but little use of fai« clumsl and Judicious notes, his correct 
and beautiful text, vould add infinitely to the man; pma& critics 
will diicorer, that I am nivself neither ctassicat Dor judicious. The 
acknowledgements indeed due from me to him and his learned brother 
Dr. Valp7, for at their le^t I formerly sat an unworthy pupil, could 
only be made by the production of a book worthy of themselves 
Mfty it not be felt as an offence if I say, ■ nil that I am is theits I' 
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reference to the mode of acquiring it, yet 
coming as it does accompanied with content- 
ment, it is with reference to its intrinsic value, 
a great acquisition. For all other things from 
their transitory nature are unsatisfying — we .. 
brought none of them into, and evident it is, 
that we can carry none of them out of the 
world — they are therefore unsatisfying to our 
immortal spirits. lUit with the acquisition of.. 
right religion, if we have tlie means of susten- 
aiice and clothing, we shall feel amply provided 
for ; while they who wish to acquire riches en- .. 
counter circumstances to try and ensnare them ; 
and plunge into many thoughtless and pernici- 
ous passions, such as sink men into ruin here, 
and into perdition from that life hereafter, to 
which they are called as members of Christ. 

For a root of all evil is the love of money, .. 
with which some, being stretched out or excit- 
ed, have erred from the faithfulness which was 
in Christ, and have pierced their hearts with 
many a pang ; have not modelled their charac- 
ters after the image of him, who was love or 
disinterestedness perfected ; and have conse- 
quently failed of his peace of mind, of that 
contentedness which is the inseparable compa- 
nion of right religion. 

But you, oh man of God, escape from these ., 
evils into which the covetous; fall, and pursue 
n 3 
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■with spirit, right conduct, right religion, faith- 
fulness, love, patience, mildness ; run the noble .. 
race of that faithfulness which was in him 
whom you profess. Take hold, or rather run 
so that you may ultimately take hold, of the 
prize for which you contend, viz. life eternal, 
to which you were called in your baptism, and 
which then, in the presence of many witnesses, 
you nobly professed as the scope or object 
of the life in Christ, the life to which you 
devoted yourself. 

As a messenger I enjoin you in the presence .. 
of God — who givetli life to all, without whose 
favor or approbation tlie hope of immortality 
in any man, even in the natural descendant of 
Abraham, is a delusion — and before Christ Jesus, 
who nobly avowed in the presence of Pontius 
Pilate the fact of our immortality, the fact that 
we sliall hereafter see the son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven : I enjoin you thus 
solemnly, by God who is your life, and by 
Jesus Christ who is the glorious assurance of 
that life, to keep your charge at £phesus, com- ., 
mitted to you by Lord Jesus Christ, until he 
appear, so vigilantly, so truly, that you may 
then present yourself before him irreprehensi- 
ble, and without a stain upon your fidelity. 

I do not say until you die ; but the expres- 
sion is equivalent. Since immortality has been 
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revealed to my hopes, I pass over, in my an- 
ticipations, our natural dissolution as of minor 
importance, and look only to that day when 
we shall join the Lord in heaven. That day 
may or may not come upon us before our natu- 
ral decease. We are told that it will come 
upon the world like a thief in the night, that 
is, quite unexpectedly, and without the slight- 
est warning. He, therefore, wlio told us this, 
intended that they who believed him, at what- 
ever period of the world Hving, should perpe- 
tually live as if the Lord were perpetually at 
hand ; and if I speak of that event as if it 
would be previous to, or coincident in time 
with your natural death, I do not mislead 
you, as far as you are beneficially concerned to 
be exactly informed ; for the instant of your 
natural death will probably, in effect, be coin- 
cident with the instant, when the Lord shall 
appear ; the interval of mortal sleep, though 
measured by a myriad of centuries, being to 
you a nonentity, that is, an interval of total 
unconsciousness, or if not of unconsciousness, 
at least of total incompetency to any act that 
shall affect your fate on the day of the Lord. 

I enjoin you then, as a messenger in the 

presence of God and of Christ Jesus, to keep 

the charge committed to you so faithfully, or 

run the race on which you have entered, so ae- 

n 4 
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ha hoBor and eternal might. 

I of ]ra*v onsion, urge those .. 
m the world, that tliey be 
■it esAoi m the pride of tbor heart, tier rest 
th rii hapE ■*<■ ■KXftain ridies, but upon the 
En^ God. who aflbnb to us abundantly all 
rfJ T w y jjW M**- U^e them to do good, to .. 
coQTcrt their v pH '''iJ treasures into honorable 
»rrip»s to be g«nctoos and a£&ble : thus lay- ,. 
ing up their gold as a noble fund for ihe future. 
that they aUo may reath unto the prize for 
wlucfa we all are contending, namely, life 
ctCTnal. 

Oh Timothy, guard, preserve unadulterated ., 
the truth, which has been deposited with you 
in trust ; turn away from the eontemptible ver- 
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bology of those, who falsely assume to thdr 
sdieme of doctrine the name of wisdom: reject 
what they seek to substitute in the place of 
that which has been committed to you ; which .. 
substitutions, or wisdom falsely so CaUed« some 
members of the church have professed or avow"- 
ed, and are gone away from the great scope-— 
life eternal : have gone away as to faiihfiilness, 
as to the only course that leadeth unto life eter- 
nal— -the ultimate scope of all right religipil. 
The grace or favor of God be with you, Amen. .. 
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Paul, through the will of God, Jesus Christ's " 
apostle, as to the doctrine of the church, as to 
God's promise of Hfe, the life which was seen 
in Christ Jesus : that is, Paul, sent by Jesus 
Christ, to proclaim the accomplishment of that 
promise, or the assurance of life to the faithful 
in the person of Jesus Christ ; the said Paul 
fiends greeting to Timothy, a beloved son ; ad- .. 
dressing him as his spiritual father, or regene- 
rator into that life in Christ, that unity with 
the risen Christ which is by faithfulness. Grace, 
or favor, and pity, (for in the exercise of your 
arduous office you will need pity or help,) 
and peace, or that peace of mind which belongs 
to the assurance of reconciliation with God. 
Grace, pity, and peace, from God our Father, 
and from Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I thank God, whom I worship from my .. 
forefathers by the purity of my conscience. For 
though I discard the external purifications of 
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the Jews, yet by an intemiil piiriBcation I wor- 
ship the same God witii them, whom (like 
yourself who have been taugbt by the example 
of your mother and grandmother who were 
Jewesses,) I was early taught to worsliip after 
the manner of the fathers : I thank him con- 
stantly, constantly as I remember you in my 
regular prayers to God in deprecation of evil 
by night and by day. I tliank God calling to -- 
mind your affectionate tears at our parting, and 
longing to see you that my heart may be filled 
with joy. 

I thank God, I repeat, taking those tears, .. 
not as proving, what wanted no proof, but as 
reminding me of, the undissembled faithfulness 
within you, which first took possession of the 
minds of your grandmother Lois, and of your 
mother Eunice, and which I am persuaded 
fully possesses your mind likewise. 

For which reason I do not now exliort you ., 
to receive that spirit of faithfulness into which 
I baptized you. I am persuaded you retain 
that spirit, which \vas kindled by the gift of 
God's favor. I therefore only remind you to 
excite into a living flame, or into practical 
efficiency tbat love — wliich the gratuitous gift 
of God's favor first kindled within you, — a 
gift signified by the-la y ing on of ray hands in 
the ceremony of baptism; a gift that at that 
time kindled within you love, or became as 
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it were the live coal on the altar of your heart, 
pregnant with the fire of love — that love I 
now remind you to excite into a living flame, 
to exhibit in act and use in that spirited con- 
duct, that undaunted faithfulness which carried 
Jesus to the cross, and which the difficulties 
of the church now so pressingly call for. 

For God — by bestowing upon us gratui- .. 
tously the blessed gift of his acceptance, and 
thereby kindling within us, creating within or 
giving us, that spirit of practical love or faith- 
fulness which was in Christ, — by accepting our 
self-devotion to a unity with Christ, — by con- 
ferring upon us the ennobling distinction to be 
called his sons — has not given us, or inspired 
us with, a spirit of fear and consternation, but 
he has filled our souls with such qualities as 
belong to the sons of God, with strength, with 
love, and with that healthiness of mind which 
is inseparable from the consciousness of God's 
(avor, and without which the soul has neither 
spiritual strength nor spiritual feeling. 

Let not then the existing distractions and .. 
humiliations of the holy confound yon; let 
not the sufferings of the church which is tlie 
Lord's body, those sufferings which are the 
attestations of the church, and in the church 
the attestations of our Lord, confound you. 
Let not the chains I bear for proclaiming the 
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Uessed message of the Lord, make you quail 
in your confidence, or lialt in the course which, 
notwithstanding appearances, will assuredly 
lead to glory. Let the view of my chains on 
the contrary, excite you as the chains of God's 
blessed embassage. 

Suffer with me, suflFer with that blessed 
embassage, suffer firmly, confidently, — accord- 
ing to the power of him in whom you trust, 
according to that spirit which belongs to you 
as his son, according to that .strength of soul 
which your sense of his goodness gives yon, 
when we announce your adoption, the inestima- 
ble gift of his gratuitous love, when we announce 
to you that such a God is your Saviour, that „ 
he calls you to hoUness, to an acceptance with 
his son as holy on your pledge of faithfulness, 
not according to, or on account of the works 
which you have done, but according to, or oil 
account of his own purposed grace, given to 
those who are members of Christ Jesus, that 
is, to all of whatever age or country, who can 
claim by faithfulness of spirit, or a practical love 
of their Maker, to be accepted as one in spirit 
with Christ Jesus, — suffer, I say, with the suf- 
fering embassage of God, according to that 
strength of mind which you ought to feel when 
we announce to you this gift of God's gratui- 
tous acceptance, a gift: old as the creation, given 
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^^hehoAAd lelcR Ae tins cf die qU dis* 
ff mtifaiy Ivot Bovflnde snaifeil tlnoi^b the 
kn^st aod ^anoEa fyfTt j f4r of Jesus Christ, 
SnioBir, cf inm wbo £d &e wlic4e mill of 
who wwMfi|JiA pd aB doit vss appmDted 
to iiim ibr our £fth\&lSQii, i^aliiiig dath or the 
r—idfiirHAJtA on noder vindi we 1^, as nothing, 
bjr farin^ii]^ etcnnl fife into ligfat. Sofier, I 
9gan repeat, wiA tibe suffering embassage of 
God, ac3C3fdii]^ to timt strength which you 
ought to fed, saved br so great a God, so gra- 
aoadr and so assmedl j, and who saved you too 
diroagfa^ that Messed e m haaa ge, whidi is now 



tWiinl I WBoA fcmnd bt niVir tint tftii book. UicN^prafesshig 
tsindodea tnnii i fin B , kiM iPiMtwtiga- 1 tare t h ere fijie in'thoe 
«tnc» 8, s; It, 11, as ID hmjt ftiher intzkate jaamg^ felt at liberty 
to drnate viddj from tlw ^postle^s aaode and order of eiqiression. 
But in all flick ^n iii igi 1 1 bare acnqmloiulTaiid anzioiialj endeavour- 
ed to exhibit the fmH Sane of ererj angle wad, and the general 
bearing of the vbole. Much in thb book perbafw is unneoeasaij. 
But thane are Sew vords that hare been Deflected, certainly none de- 
signedly ; and co Afl&cnlties shunned or doreoed oytt. Perfection, 
iieTertheU*ai it is admoirledged, still lies yery Skt in the distance. 
An illustration or translation of St. Fsul upon this phm, without 
errors, and done bj a man of competent genius^ such ibr instance 
is the late Robert Hall, would be excelled bj nothing that human 
talent has jet produced. But whoever converses with St. Paul as 
closely as 1 have done, will be fully sensible how verj fiu* I am from 
producing such a work as might be produced. In St Paul ther^ is 
trgument, eloquence, sublimity, wit, profimnd thoufj^t ; there is im- 
portance of subject ; there is piety, sound sense, good taste, sentiinent, 
pathos, variety, copiousness ; there are all these in perfection ; there 
Is reflntment ; there is every thing but langiuge, and ev^n in language 
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in chains, and for which I have been ap- 
pointed n herald and aii apostle, and a teacher 
of the Gentiles. 

On account of which appointment, for I .. 
shrink not, Timothy, from the suffering ind- 
dent to my appointment, I Buffer even these 
chains. Far indeed am I from being ashamed 
of them. I suffer them firmly, confidently, 
according to the power of hiin for whora I 
suflfer ; I willingly lay down all my earthly 
honor, possessions, liberty, and even life at his 
feet. 1 commit every thing to him, for I 
know in whom I have trusted, 1 place unlimited 
confidence in his ability to preserve for me, be- 
yond the reach of human malice and human 
power, my life which I have hid with him in 
Christ, until that day when Christ shall appear, 
and I shall be with him in glory. 

Let that faithfulness and that love, or spirit „ 
of faithfulness, which has been substantiated in 
Christ Jesus, in his conduct on earth, be a mo- 
del to you, or rather an exemplification of the 

ma brfts ies|ie<;U aptness of wonU I cannot fuirl n dclivt : ■!! (hat ia 
wanting to produce, out of eucb materials the very first work that 
hu erer been written, are what perhaps will never be fuun J in anjr one 
individual — peitect knuwiedge ol' the Greek longua^fe — perteirt sluU 
(o tlie Engiiih — and a natural genius equal lo that of SL Paul Praj 
tktm Ur. Eyre why did jou undertake it ? It does not Tolluw, mjr 
good tar, that every one who undertukes on epiu Ihinke himseU' ■ 
Homer. If I get gendy handtefl by the critics, he allowed to have 
produced *n uaeful book, and aeU it, it will be more than I p: 
myself when 1 begun. 
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sound Jaiigiiage» langnagC'teiiding^tathe wliok^ 
8ome and moral condition of tiie.cbuix^, /which 
you h^ve heard of me. Fresecve unoontiint' •• 
liated the honorable, trust .committed to you, 
not by. any concession, of acorrapt tendency to 
those that are intractable, but by that bofy 
spirit, which possesses your^souU by invariable 
hoUness in word and deed* 

You know this calamity* you know that all •* 
in Asia have deserted me* among whom are 
Fhy^ellus and Hermogenes. 

May the- Lord pity and. help ifae family oF.« 
Onesiphorus, for. often has he levired my 
spirits. He is not one of those that 611 ofFin* 
adversity, he has not been ashamed bf me^ 
because I am in chains. '. But with a zeal and •• 
earnestness, the greater for my captivity, he, 
when at Rome, sought and found me. May the •• 
Lord on that day, the day which is always in 
my thoughts, pity Onesiphorus as he has pitied 
me. Moreover, you know his conduct when 
mihistering at Ephesus, better than 1 can tell 

you. 

I have said, that you know this calamity, *• 
this peril to the doctrines which I teach, and 
whidi I have committed to your superintend 
dance at Kphesus. And I have hinted, that 
it is not for a baptized member of ChrisU & 
son of God to be thrown into consternation by 
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s and difficulties, but to meet the occasion 
with a spirit and judgment worthy of the 
work we have undertaken, and the master 
who employs us. You know that all in Asia, 
anaong whom are Phygelius and Hermogenes, 
liHve deserted me. 

/Do you then, my son, take such course OB 
ihis defalcation of faithful teachers renders 
expedient. In tlie grace or office intrusted to 
you in Christ Jesus, that is in the church 
his body ; in the exercise of that office do you 
strenghten these my doctrines ; by making 
immediate provision, that there shall not be 
wanting proper persons to publish and ex- 
plain them; and through* many witnesses,.. 

'■ ThetottimaBfLerJ.ttfiapTiJpBiIptacebefore thoseicorda. Theusu 
befiR rripur 3Ja{ni I omit ; not because I conMder it pleonutic : I 
dtubt whetlier a nn^e intUnce of pleonMin catx be charged ugion the 
npojtle but a[tcn a particle, which is ele(^t and almust neceankr/ 
in the (irwk, nmy be ndvaHtageously oniitLed in the English. In 
tUi aat ■**!»" would lound in our language i;u mbtouslr. On 
iuokiqg^ inui the authorized traiulatiun, after vriting tha above, 
1 fiiund " to teach othera abio," which sounds very well. But 
why? Mertrlj because from infiincj we have read that eipressioo 
In the Bible, and are therefore accustomed lo it ; but in comman 
coDvenalicfi, or in polite writing, we should not sa/, I teach jou to 
tduli ottiera i^m. unless the full sense conveyed by "also" would be 
odMrwise lost tb the hearer or reader, but simply, I teach you to 
teach iilhsts. For the same reason the authoriaed veraon U coo- 
Biilered by some persons as the pi^riection of Uitguage. even ila 
exceuire harshness is lost in use and habit. It is scarcely observed 
hfaafotit th«t though in words it is English ; in sturcture It is en- 
tity Gntiki Why am I so ooxcomical, it wilt be asked, as to use 
the word " instruct," when ■' leach" would do at least a« well, and 
VOL, II. S 
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I «* h?^ M •fife Im^ of I 

leaedoe- 
I iD#, to men 

af HA7, mtm wha^ job can coofide in, 
«to aWI W it dr tiJiii 1 to instruct 
oOm 

Be aot iJMwiil. J uifeM. aot, Ttmodiy, your - 
part of ibe Articv of tbe present crisis, meet 
it Eke a good folfiar of Jeaoa Christ. Bend 
your whole mind to the duties of rour func- 
tion, let nothing distract or divide Tour atten- 
tion in the arduous struggle before you as a 
soldier of Jesos Christ, look to him, your 
leader, look to Jesos Christ, who regulates 
the laws of our warfare, and who bestows the 
crown upon hb faithful soldiers ; and see in 
him the spirit with which you ought to con- 
duct yourself, and the crown for which you 
contend ; look to him and relax not in vigi- 
lance and activity. No soldier, who would . 
please the leader that has chosen him, distracts 



U wnctioncJ b; ■utboritT ? I anawer, menelv becmuK tht^ word " in- 

•truct" it my wunl, uid I da not deai[y lee an; nutetial supcri- 

uiltj in the other ; and it has been so much 1117 object to prnduce 

■ work •nlirdj' imWiiendent, that I have not cunsulted tbe puthorized 

rtrtioa * doxm tiiart. Whatever coincidence* exi»t have arisen 

from accident nr mcmiir/. No dauht mj work would be butter were 

tbo coiiR'hIeiicm more frei|uent, but then it would have no claim to 

'fait it ilfoctii (Tiilirc independeoL-e at autliorit}' : it does nut ckim 

« cmililercd u inblliblc or anv tiling like it, hut as indept'ndent 

-*ry vonlon, cxrcpl Bexa's and tbe Latin Vulg., or paraphrase 

IM yd apjirarcd. 
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bis attention in the battle by involving Iiim- 
self in the businesses of life, no wrestler though ., 
he throw his adversary is crowned, unless 
he struggle according to the rules, principles, 
and spirit prescribed by him, who adjudges 
the crown, and no husbandman has so good .. 
a right as him that is laborious, that is vigi< 
lant and active at his work, to partake with 
a consciousness of having earned them of the 
first-fruits that may be gathered. 

Mind what I say. For it is the object of- 
my writing, it is my constant prayer that the 
Lord may grant you to understand in their 
full extent, the doctrines I deliver. Keep .. 
in remembrance Jesus Christ ; that he was 
raised from the dead, that he was of the seed 
of David ; this is the blessed message intrusted 
to me. 

Every Jew* knows that it was said to Eve, 
thy seed shall bruise the serpent's head, and to 
Abraham, in thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed ; and it is equally well 



* Tbe extra oiRtter here introduced for the purpoae of i11u«tration, 
was unnecessary for Timothy, who vas well versed in the pnipfaedes 
uid the generallj acknowledged acceptation of them. SL. Paul there- 
Ibre ahnply lixes his attention upon the beta, veil knowing that he 
needed no guidance to the doctrine, viz. the full accomplishment of 
Oud's blessed promises grounded upon their facts ; nnd immediately 
be proceeds to the pnictiual effect such a glorious doctrine had upon 
tiii own, and ought to have upon Timothy's condutt. 
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known, that the seed of the woman, the seed 
of Abraham, the seed of David all point to 
the same person The bruising the serpent's 
bead, and the blessing in which all nations are 
to partake, it is also well known, were to 
meet and be fuitilled in the seed of David, 
that seed to whom God said, thou art my son, 
ibis day have I begotten thee. But to be the 
son of God implies life everlasting They 
therefore meet, or are fulfilled in him who is 
het seed of David, and who has life everlasting. 
N'ow the blessed message committed to me 
is, that Jesiis Clirist who was of tlie seed of 
David, as is well known to the Jews, lias 
life everlasting, did actually rise from the 
dead. In him therefore all the nations of the 
earth are blessed, that is, being faithful, or 
pledged members of him. they have life ever- 
lasting, and in him as such pledged members, 
they bruise the serpent's head or abolish sin. 
This is the simple foundation, free from all 
useless and vain ratiocination on which I 
build our doctrine, viz. Jesus Christ, of the 
the seed of David, risen from the dead. 

As a member of him I suffer even unto ,, 

chains like a malefactor ; but though I am 

bound, the word of everlasting life committed 

to me is at large, and, through you Timothy 

others, it must not be held back from 

e, whom it was given to bless. 
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That word, speaking in the glorification ot 
Christ, is not shut up or bound to a particular 
nation ; it ensures eternal life to all who are in 
Christ, that is, to those who love God, according 
to that decree which God has eternally de^ 
creed, that, not merely the carnal descendant* , 
of Abraham, but those who are sons of 
Abraham spiritually, sons not by unity of 
descent but by unity of spirit ; that in fact all 
those who love God, of what ever age or 
nation, shall be his elect sons. Therefore all ■ 
that I suffer as a member of Christ, to extend 
the knowledge of truth among the Gentiles, 
I suffer not for outcasts from the Israel of 
God, but that the blessed tidings of God's 
favor may be at large as it were, may be made 
known imto those who were not a people, but 
who now are a people ; that all may know 
God's goodness, and love him as Christ loved 
him ; that they may hear the voice of God as 
Christ heard it, "this is my beloved son in 
whom I am well pleased,™ that, as the elect of 
God, they may be restored to that life which 
was forfeited by sin, that they may attain unto 
salvation, as they saw it shining with an ever- 
lasting glory in Christ Jesus. 

The word of God is faithful, it is my sup- . 

port in these chains, for it assures me, as it 

speaks practically ui the glorification of Christ, 
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I Ifcalif^ f br n of Christ we die with him, 

o m memben five with him : that .. 
■y we MMtH widi him this present humiliation, 
> mgn with him. If we, by declin- 
[ Ac Cnfa to which we are called, deny that 
m of Cfcrat. Christ will deny us on that 
; ClriiK «II say to us, dq>art from 
■4 I know you not. We may prove -^ 
, as too many of the brethren have 
oody proved; but that need not confound 
Amk who remain true ; for we know that un- 
der aH circumstances the word of God may be 
j tp awied upon, and that word h our assurance, 
Ah if we suffer with Christ, we shall also live 
wTili him. The word of God, that word whidi 
emnot deny itself, the word of him who can- 
not lie, is our rock. 

Be these spiritual and practical principles the 
substance of your monitory charges, especially 
at the present crisis, and like me bear testimony 
to them before the Lord, by not shrinking 
ytwrself froni the terrors of his cross. Impress 
Uicni by your o«-n personal constancy, as well 
« by your open admonition upon those, wliom 
1 (msl you will immediately appoint to sup. 
ply the defalcation of faithful teachers in Asia, 
Owq^ tlwm before the Lord — for where two 
«r three are gathered together there is the 
Ixwd jwesent among them — not only by words, 
^t by the force of example, not to become 
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wordy disputants to no good end. but to the 
overturning of all sound principle in the hear- 
ers. Charge them Timothy, as I do you, and . 
as Christ has charged us all, with greater effect 
than belongs to mere oratory ; charge them by 
the eloquence of the heart, by the plain lan- 
guage of conduct, be earnest to bring your own 
self to the proof, be earnest that your own 
heart may stand the test of God's all-searching 
eye; be a workman who is not ashamed of his 
work; cultivate the word of truth, as if you 
had no other business to divide your attention; 
having set your hand to the plough, direct your 
whole attention to the work that lies before 
you, never looking back; cut your furrows 
straight, as a workman that shall have no cause 
to be ashamed of his work. 

Point out to the new teachers the right road, ., 
and lead the way yourself. Stand oflf from 
clamorous disputants who are vain, and to be 
avoided. For if you countenance them by tak- 
ing part in their debates, they will proceed the 
further from those sound and plain principles., 
which constitute riglit religion ; and their 
speech will feed like a gangrene upon discus- 
sion ; in the present ignorance and incompe- 
tence of their hearers to such matters, it will 
spread and inflame the more for being irritated 
and excited. 
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Hymeneus and PhUetus are among Ihe peo- 
ple I allude to, who in their circuitous, indirect, .. 
discursive pursuit of knowledge, have entirely 
missed of the true scope of the faithful, f 

The scope of the faithful is eternal life, not thtf 
life that now is, but a life that is to come, the 
life which God openly bestowed upon Christ 
after he had actually died, or been divested of 
the life that now is. They have missed of this 
scope of all the faithful, they have argued away 
the glorious life which shall be revealed here- 
after, and substituted in its place a fanciful 
vision of a real material regeneration, recrea- 
tion, or resurrection on this side the grave at 
our baptism ; as if that rite were sometliing 
more than a pledge on the part of man to new- 
ness of life, and on the part of God, to our 
acceptance into his favor ; as if tiie baptismal 
newness of life were a real change in the essence 
of the man, something more than a change in 
his actions and principles of action. 

The promise of God's favor, attached to that 
rite, or to a sincere pledge signified in, or equi- 
valent to that rite, is our title to the inheritance 
of a real and essential new life : but the title 
and the actual possession are two perfectly dis- 
tinct things. The scope of the faithful is not 
a thing in possession, but in hope, our life is 
hid at present with Christ in God. 
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But the persons I allude to have in their 
wanderings missed of this scope, saying that 
the resurrection already is, and they overturn 
the sound principles of many, they effect a 
lamentable wreck of faithfulness. They say that 
the resurrection already is, meaning this tem- 
poral life, commencing at the date of baptism, 
and ending at the dissolution of this body, they 
say that there is nothing further promised; thus 
by their vain ratiocinations throwing a mist 
over all human hope, and corrupting all good 
manners ; for, say their hearers, let us eat and 
drink for to-morrow we die. 

But though corruption has been introduced ., 
into the principles and practice of many delu- 
ded members of the church, to the loss of their 
faithfulness, by these vain and useless disputa- 
tions which I would have you discourage both 
by example and precept, God's foundation 
nevertheless has stood unmoved ; namely, the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; iiaving the seal of faithful- 
ness : and all who bear not the impression of 
this seal will be rejected on that day, when 
the Lord shall say to them, depart from me ye 
wicked, I know ye not. The Lord knows them 
that are iiis, by their bearing the impression of 
his seal, faithfulness ; and let them that name 
the name of Christ stand off from unrighteous- 
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In the church there are many, and it is to 
them my last observation points, who do not 
yet duly answer to the seal of Christ. But in . 
a great house there are not only vessels of silver 
and gold, there are also wooden vessels, and 
vessels of clay ; and the first are for honorable 
uses, the latter for mean and ordinary purposes; 
the ibrmer vessels are those who bear the 
genuine stamp of faithfulness, answering to 
tlie simplicity of truth, the latter are they that 
mix in vain and useless debates, very likely to 
be broken and thrown aside. If then any one .. 
keep from the contamination of these latter, 
these ordinary, he will be among the precious 
vessels, purified and fit for the use of the mas- 
ter, ready for every good work. 

I have before cautioned you to stand off from 
the disputatious, I now add, fly from that faith- 
lessness into which they lead those who listen 
to them, that dereliction from holiness ; those 
loose principles and practices which have grown 
for instance out of the doctrine into which they 
have argued themselves, that there is no further 
resurrection to be expected ; fly the inordinate ■• 
desires of youth. Pursue pertinaciously righte' 
ousness, faithfulness, love, peace, associating 
yourself in the pursuit thereof, with those who 
profess the religion of Christ not from the 
pride of their understandin^j's but from tlie 
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purity of their hearts ; but decline foolish ques- .. 
tions. questions that have no disciplining or 
corrective effect upon the heart or understand- 
ing, knowing that they beget discord among 
the servants of the I.ord. 

Ilie servants of the Ixird, who was meek and .. 
lowly, ought not to be contentious, but gen- 
tle towards every one, teaching judiciously, 
patient of ill usage or contradiction, mildly .. 
chastening, by withdrawing from their society, 
those who fail of faithfulness, those who are de- 
serting the Lord that bought them ; those, who 
are (ixyjiSixTi9;[j^vow) making a covenant as it were 
with the Devil, with a new master, a covenant 
in substitution for their covenant with or 
pledge to the Lord. The servants of the Lord 
ought mildly to chasten those who are thus 
evidently doing all they can to prevent the 
Lord from leaving open to them the door of 
repentance, the means of knowing at some 
time or other the truth that should save them. 
They ought, 1 repeat, to mildly chasten such 
as are thus covenanting themselves over from 
the will of their true Lord, to the will of the. 
Devil, (being entrapped alive by him, having 
been first stupified by the fumes of useless and 
interminable investigation,) covenanting them- 
selves over to his will, precipitating themselves 
into the abyss of destruction, determined as it 
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were to place themselves beyond the chance of 
return ; their only fear seeming to be, lest their 
true Lord should still give them repentance, 
should still leave open to them the door of re- 
conciliation, the road to the knowledge of the 
truth, and lest, themselves awaking from their 
Btupifaction, they should accept the grace of- 
fered them and return to the Lord. 

I have said, that tlie foundation of God re- ■- 
mains unmoved, but you are notwithstanding 
under consternation, that siicli disturbance and 
dilapidation have taken place in part of the 
superstructure. 

But this very event has been anticipated by 
the spirit, the spirit has expressly foretold that 
in the latter days, which are the present, the 
very catastrophe should occur, which excites 
such consternation. 

Know tliis, this express prediction of the 
spirit, that in the last days the church of God 
shall be pressed by seasons or emergencies of 
difficulty and danger. The men who belong .. 
to it, shall be lovers of themselves and of 
money, boastful and vain in their own conceits, 
evil speakers, contemptuous or abusive of 
others, intractable and ungrateful towards those, 
who begot them to a newness of life as mem- 
bers of the holy one, they shall be insensible 
to the feelings of gratitude, veneration or af- .. 
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fection, both to God and man, and they shall 
break their personal pledges or compacts both 
with God and man, they shall be accusers of 
the faithful, under the influence of passion they 
shall lose all self-control, ungentle, unfriendly 
to every thing that is good, traitors, headstrong, .. 
confused in their understandings, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, as admitted ■■ 
members of the church holding or adhering 
to the form or frame-work as it were of right 
religion, that is, professing it in appearance, 
but denying-, or discarding from any influence 
upon their conduct, its power or effect. 

Know Timothy, that the spirit has expressly 
warned us, that there shall be such men in the 
church, know this, and turn from them, for 
they will seek by all possible means to work 
round, and to gain upon the church, stealing 
upon it like a gangrene. They are the persons „ 
that insinuate themselves into men's families, 
leading as their captives women of weak un- 
derstandings, overlaid or buried as to under- 
standing by sin, and living only to the variety 
of their inordinate passions, and therefore man- 
ageable or led by those passions, women that ., 
are always learning, but who never effectually 
or properly proceed towards the intelligent 
comprehension of truth. And as Jannes and .. 
Jambres, stood against Moses, so these men 
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stand against the truth, men whose minds are 
corrupted, and whose fidelity fails in the proof. 

But be not dispirited by their partial success, •• 
they shall not proceed to the utmost, they shall 
be constrained from the accomplishment of 
their purpose, they shall experience the dis- 
comfiture of Jannes and Jambres; the senseless 
character of themselves and their sclieme, shall 
like that of Jannes and Jambres, be manifest 
to all. 

But you, far from standing against me like-. 
Hymeneus and Philetus, and others to whom 
my observations point, far from following the 
example of Jannes and Jambres, have studi- 
ously searched me out, have industriously fol- 
lowed me up in your enquiries, as a preceptor 
to guide, and an example to lead you on the 
way of truth ; my doctrine, my manner of life, 
my purpose or motives, my faithfulness, my 
forbearance, my love, my patient endurance ; .. 
the persecutions and sufferings I encountered 
at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystre ; you have 
followed up these persecutions which I en- 
dured, from all of which the Lord delivered 
me. 

And the lessons what you have seen in me .. 
have taught you, are that all who in the pre- 
sent state of the world will live in the practice 
of right religion, as members of Christ Jesus, 
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will be persecuted ; that conduct or faithfulness .. 
are the great means of converting gainsayers ; 
that disputation has but little beneficial influ- 
ence upon men, who are not merely deluded, 
but who are wicked, who are impostors ; that 
upon being countenanced in their favorite pro- 
pensity of talking, they will go on, deceiving 
and being deceived, still further in their de- 
generate courses. 

But Timothy, disconnect yourself froni such _^ 
men, their habits, their lives, and their system ; 
swerve not from the doctrine you have learned 
of me, of which in my practice you have 
had the completest assurance, knowing of 
whom, of what sort of person, how different 
from those I am pointing at, you have learned 
both to teach and to act. 

And knowing, moreover, that you have no .. 
occasion to have recourse to Iheir sophisms and 
false learning, having stores of real learning 
of your own, liaving been from infancy versed 
in holy writ ; which is able or fitted to make 
you wise unto salvation, that is, to make you 
acquainted with the existence and the will of 
God, and your obligation to do that will ; to 
make you thus wise to your salvation, to the 
saving of your soul ; and that, not by a theoreti- 
cal and unfruitful knowledge of its contents, 
but by faithfulness in doing what it teaches, in 



II TIM. CH. III. 



living as it directs, by that faithfulness which 
was in Abraham, wliich was in Christ his seed, 
and whicli is in us the members of Christ. 

Kvery such writing is also profitable. Every ., 
writing, 1 have said, of the holy canon, savour- 
ing of God, breatliing the spirit of truth and 
holiness, is able to make you wise unto salva- 
tion, every such writing, I now add, is also 
profitable to you in the effectual performance 
of your official duties at Ephesus, far beyond 
th.; vain sophistical learning, and endless argu- 
mentations which are now so injuriously ob- 
truded, under tlie false name of science or 
knowledge — whether you have to teach your 
hearers, that is, to communicate to or remind 
them of truth — to convince them, that is, to 
disabuse them of errors they may have con- 
tmcttHl, or prevail upon them to accept doctrines 
they «re averse to, — to rectify them in righte- 
ousne^ that is, to bring them back into the 
ways of riglitcousness, when they have deviated 
lltca>from — or to insliliUe them in righteousness, 
that is. to ground them in the knowledge and 
Iwbitujile in the practice of righteousness. All 
thtwe holy writings with wliich you are so 
converiiiint, savouring of God, breathing the 
«|unt of truth and holiness, are in all these 
Nipti'U useful to you in the execution of your 
Ift) duties, that the moii of God, the inan . 
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who is charged with the cause of God, which' 
you are at Ephesus, may be thereby perfect in* 
the requisite qualifications, perfectly qualified* 
for every good work. 

Since then you have with such observance .- 
and profit, studied my doctrine and character 
and conduct, and since moreover you were 
from infancy grounded in those holy writings,' 
which are calculated to make you wise unto' 
salvation, and to enrich your mind with every 
qualification, that can give effect to your' 
ministry, I conjure you, Timothy, by these 
especial advantages in the presence of God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will come to judge. I 
us, whether living or dead, who will then appear. 
— not in such want of comeliness and beauty 
that they who see him shaJl not desire him,' 
but in that brightness of his presence which, 
like lightning, shall shine from one end of the 
heavens to the other in an instant arousing the' 
dead and changing the living — not in his hu-' . 
niility, not as when he took upon him the form' 
of a servant, but in his power, when he shall 
appear in his kingdom with all his holy ones; 
1 conjure you, Timothy, in the presence of God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, to proclaim the 
word. Be at hand for this work wherever and , 
whenever a fair opportunity presents itself to' 
you, and when and where opportunities are 

VOL. II. T 



ViAta^ mke tbem; convince, rebuke, exh(»t, 
as occMOD ihall require, practising every kind 
of jbrfaeanmce that 1 have practised, and teach- 
ing in every respect as I have taught : avaii- 
. ing yourself of all you have learned of me or 
gathered from holy writ, using every kind of 
persuasion, not even sparing the severity of 
rebuke, and sometimes even acting without 
waiting for a seasonable opportunity. 

For there will not want occasions, grounded ., 
on necessity, for thus overstepping the wiser 
bounds of a more moderated zeal ; there will 
not be wanting extraordinary emergencies to 
justify, and in fact to imperatively demand 
your acting at alt hazards. There will not 
want occasions of necessity for the adoption of 
extraordinary policy, when they shall arrive at 
that pass thjit they will listen to no doctrine, 
but such as flatters their passions, when they 
will not indure sound and wholesome teaching, 
but when they will make as it were a heap 
for their own especial use, when they will col- 
lect teachers whose corrupt doctrine shall ac- 
cord with their own corrupt or inordinate af- 
fections; an unholy heap, a heap that shall 
have no accordance or unity with Christ our 
first-fruits; and when they will listen to no 
other teachers but them ; when, having been 
gratified to their hearts' desire, their ears be- 
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witched by the vile principles of sensuality 
which harmonize too agreeably with theit de- 
pravity, they shall consider the sound of good ., 
moral doctrine harsh, tasteless, and discordant, 
listen to it with aversion, and return from it to 
the bewitching stories their ears have been ac- 
customed to. 

But be awake to every difficulty of whatever •■ 
crisis. Bear whatever ill usage awaits you. 
Do the work of a messenger of glad tidings 
from God. Let the ministry with which you 
are intrusted want for nothing which your zeal, 
vigilance, and judgment can supply towards its 
safe and successful career. 

For 1 shall soon leave you : the time of my .. 
being loosened as it were like a victim for sacri- 
fice has come. The libation is pouring upon 
me, I am prepared, 

I have sustained the honorable struggle for .. 
life eternal ; I have reached the goal ; I have 
contended according to the prescribed rule of 
the course ; I have in no instance deviated 
from that fidelity, to which all who contend 
for the prize of life in Christ are solemnly 
pledged. It follows, that the crown of righte- .. 
ousness, or my glorious investiture with the 
fiiTor of God, wiiich is life everlasting, awaits 
me; which the Lord shall bestow upon me in 
that day, and not upon me only, but upon all, 
T S 
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vbo looking beyond his eartbly appearance, 
wbicti was mean and bumble, when we hid as 
it vroT our 5ices from him ; who hwking be- 
yood his earthly appearance, affectionately long 
for his bright and beloved presence, when he 
shall appear in the glorj' of his Fatlier : on 
them. I say, as well as me shall the Lord be- 
- stow the crown of righteousness, the Lord the 
ligfateous Judge, he who presides over this 
glorious struggle, watches every movement of 
the competitors, and rewards all by the most 
righteous exercise of his authority. 

Make earnest endeavour to come to me-- 
quickly, for Demas has left me, loving this 
present world, apprehensive of being involved 
in my fate, and he is gone to Thessalonica. 
Crescens is gone to Galatia ; Titus to Dalmatia. .. 
Luke is the only one of my company that re- 
mains with me. 

Take up Marcus in your way and bring him 
with you, for he is very useful to me when 
with us, to manage the secular affairs of the 
church. 

You may be reluctant to withdraw your .. 
services from Ephesus, but I have sent Tichicus 
thither. 

When you come, bring the cloak which I ., 
left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, 
especially the parchments. 
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Alexander the coppersmith, a zealous siip- .. 
porter, you know, of the Judaical faction, suc- 
ceeded much in persuading people to think 
evil of the truths I teach, and in supplanting 
them with his own views. The Lord reward 
him according to his works : may the Lord, 
for whose sake I teach tliose truths, treat 
Alexander as Alexander treated me ; destroy 
his influence over his disciples ; opening to 
them the door of repentance, and the ro»d to 
the knowledge of truth. 

You also must be careful of him, for he has .. 
opposed himself vehemently to our words, to 
our views or expositious of the truth. 

He has, you know, even sought uiy life like 
a roaring and rampant lion, he hus been an ac- 
tive instrument in bringing me before the tri- 
bunals. In the first defence 1 had to make, so ,. 
successfully had he worked upon my disciples, 
that there was not one of them with me, (oh, 
may not this their faithless conduct have been 
placed to their account against the day of 
reckoning,) all deserted me ; but the Lord 
stood by me and strengthened me, the Lord, 
as he does on all occasions when my natural 
powers are incompetent to the crisis, miracul. 
ously invigorated my understanding, that 
through the triumphant issue of my defence 
my cuuimission to proclaim God's message 
T 3 
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■ligfat be executed more completdj, and all 
the Gendles bear that message; for which pur- 
poK in this general resent of nations, there are 
great advantages and facilities. So august was 
the tribunal, and so public the transaction, that 
what was said in my defence has necessarily 
transpired, and become a subject of universal 



Tlitu iutve I been rescued from the uia- 
c^imtioos of Alexander, thus saved out of 
the mouth of a lion, who would devour me. 
But the Lord will requite him according his 
works, the Lord will make his friends, by thus 
disconcerting his schemes of malice, the Lord 
« ill make his disciples fall off from him as he 
made mine at a moment when I so much wish- 
ed for their support, and felt their unkindness. 

And while the Lord will visit him by mak- .. 
ing all his wicked acts recoil upon himself, he 
will rescue me from them ; and he will become 
my salvation, not merely to guard me here in 
this state of humiliation, but to raise me here- 
after to glory in his kingdom in heaven. 

Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the family of .. 
Onesiphonis. 

Erastus remained at Corinth ; Trophimus - 
was left unwell at Miletus. 

Endeavour to come before winter. 

Etibulus salutes you, and Fudes, and Linus, 
and Claudia, and all the brethren. 
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The Lord Jesus Christ, or his holiness and 
fidelity, be with your spirit, and the favor of 
Gk)d, which is always with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, always where his faithfulness and holi- 
ness dwell, be with you through your spiritual 
fellowship with Jesus. Amen. 
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Paul, servant of God and apostle of Jesus., 
Christ respecting the faitlifulness of God's elect, 
and such knowledge of truth as accords with 
right religion ; respecting that faithfulness .. 
which is grounded upon, and that knowledge 
which points to the hope of everlasting lite, 
which life the true God promised before the 
times of the old dispensation to the elect, to 
those who should in spirit be one with the seed 
of Abraham, but made manifest at his own .. 
time; manifesting it in his son, of whom the 
elect are members: which manifestation is God's 
word, his word ; constituting the subject of 
the glad tidings, with which I have been in- 
trusted as an apostle, of or through Jesus 
Christ, and a servant, of or according to the 
command or will of God our Saviour : the 
said Paul sends greeting to Titus his genuine 
son. 

He calls Titus his genuine son, inasmuch as 
faithfulness, which is the aflflliating characteristic 
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of the spiritual sons of Abraham on earth, 
common to both, is tlie same in both, equally 
sincere in Titus as in Paul. He calls Titus a 
genuine son, inasmuch as his birth into the new 
life as a son of God, by means of faithfulness, 
has been effected by him as bis spiritual father; 
of which effected new birth the laying on of 
bands was a symbol, a ceremony significant of 
a communication effected from one person to 
another, a communication, as in natural gene- 
ration, of new life, whereby, on the presump- 
tion that the baptismal pledge was sincere, that 
faithfulness the principle of spiritual generation 
was common to both, life was mediately com- 
municated to the son, and yet retained by the 
father* 

Grace be to you, or favor from God the 
Father, and pity or help in the difficulties of 
your office, and peace, or that peace of mind, 
which belongs lo those who are assured of God's 
favor and help. 

I left you in Crete to complete the right ., 
adjustment of such matters as were left un- 
finished, and to appoint presbyters in the cities, 
observing what I laid down for your guidance, 

" These illustrations of figurative UnguBge entirely destroy Ita 
force and beautj, but the reader will Dbiervt that the object it per- 
iqucuitj, and will jwrhaps alYer reading them fei't more KQSiblj the 
foice and beauty in the original text of tbe brief expreasions yn»-i« 
riKiu kbtei luirni Turtu and ynrnv Tniiw i> mrrit. 
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Appoint such as may be unexceptionable in ■ 
cliaracter, husbands of but one woman, not 
only of the faitliful themselves, but their chil- 
dren Hkewise, and these latter not unmanageable 
or obnoxious to the accusation of profligacy, 
not such as for their profligate conduct, ought 
to have guardians appointed to manage their 
persons and estates. 

For a superintendant of God's church, which - 
is his household, ought to be unexceptionable 
in character as God's steward, not one who 
would please himself but God, not irritable, 
not devoted to wine, no striker, not a man that 
makes his gains by a base or disgraceful occu- 
pation, or by discreditable means. 

He should be a man who is kind to stran- ■. 
gers : for under the present state of society, 
there being little or no public accommodation 
for strangers, it is material, that those who 
take the lead among the faithful, should set an 
example of kindheartedness towards the stran- 
ger, who is often the subject of persecution, 
and destitute both of protection and mainten- 
ance ; and the church by evincing its charita- 
ble feelings for the distresses of such persons, 
who are generally travellers, will extend it.s 
influence and reputation, and consequently the 
glory of God far aiid wide. 

He should then be a man that has a charac- 
ter tor kindness to strangers, he should be 
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devoted to goodness, of a sound or steady mind, 
just, lioly, master of himself. 

He should be a man who has not vacillated .. 
between different and conflicting views of the 
fame doctrine, who has never wavered from the 
truth, who, in his teaching has held the faith- 
ful word, or that view of the truth, which may 
be depended upon, who therefore having never 
himself been unfaithful, may be able to (or 
may consistently and properly, when he deli- 
vers his wholesome or salutary instructions,) 
exhort the brethren to a similar fidelity, and 
rebuke those who contradict, without appre- 
hension of a retort on the ground of preach ing 
one thing, and practising another. 

It is necessary for you to be circumspect in 
observing wliat 1 have laid down on the sub- 
ject of appointing presbyters. 

For there are many in Crete who name the •• 
name of Christ, whom it would be inex[)edi- 
ent to put forward in such offices of trust and 
influence, there are many intractable spirits in 
Crete, persons who bewilder the understand- 
ings of their hearers with senseless arguments, 
sophistries that minister only to their own 
personal vanity, impostors; they are chiefly 
to be found among the members of the cir- 
cumcision. 

So far from putting such men forward as., 
presbyters in any of the cities of Crete, who 



. L T. ii.ts,a,i«,u. 



1 



wfafe fanfio, Md fir tfar take of 
e todh what tkiy oi^tt not to teach. 
HianetemBj to iBeaee tkrm. 

A certain prophet of the CcKam, a prc^bet • 
of their own, I mean one wfaom tfaey esteem 
as apmpbet, wd. 
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This testimony of thrir prophet is true, .- 
therefore rebuke them sharply, that, practising 
I well as professing faithfulness, they may be- 

I come sound members of Cbtist, that they may .. 
p! «ease to attach themselves to the fabulous in- 
ventions of the Judaical sophist, and the com- 
mands or influence of men who have an aver- 
sion to the truth, of men who are rigid in the 
extreme in their commands to abstain fit>m 
unclean meat, while they forget their baptis- 
mal pledge to faithfulness, faithfulness to the 

[ truth, the holy truth as it is in Jesus; being 

y.lhX and licentious, unclean or immoral In their 

[ conduct. 

To those who are pure in heart ail things ._ 

[ are pure, but to those wlio are inwardly poUu- 

I ted, corrupted from their pledged fidelity, no- 
thing is pure, but they themselves are radically 
unclean both in mind and conscience, in mind, 

■ because their minds are only exercised to cor- 
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rupt ttie truth which they hate, in conscience, 
because in spite of their sophisms, they cannot 
but be conscious of thai corruption. 

They profess to know God — the national .. 
mark or distinction they arrogate between 
themselves and the Gentiles I — but they deny 
him by their works, being themselves in con- 
duct, what the Gentiles in the Judaical phra- 
seology have hitherto been in name, abomina- 
ble, infidel, and for any thing good, outcast; 
the very dross which the refiner casts out as 
unprofitable. 

But Titus do you avoid such, as much as „ 
possible ; counteract their contagion, saying, 
when you teach, such things as suit with a 
doctrine that is salutary, calculated to produce 
a good sound healthy state in the church. 
Attend particularly to the moral propriety of 
the brethren. 

Say to the aged men, that they should main- .. 
tain a steady course of conduct, as men having 
full possession of their understandings, that 
they should be grave, as being serious in their 
religious opinions, as sensible of their influence, 
and therefore of their responsibility as men of 
experience, sound in their principles, entertain- 
ing none of a corrupt tendency, that in faith- 
fulness, love, and resignation, they should 
evince a perfectly healthy condition of mind 
as members of the holy Jesus. 
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Speak to the aged women with tbe same • 
views of propriety, tell them to maintain such 
a demeanour as is suitable with a pious habit 
of mind, not to be calumnious, not to be addict- 
ed to excess in drinking; to be teachers of what 
is becoming or respectable, or honorable, that . 
they may give sound advice to the young 
women, telling them to love their husbands 
and children, telling them to evince a sound •< 
understanding, to be chaste, domestic, good, 
and to respect the authority of their own hus- 
bands, that the word of God, which they 
profess to follow, may not be spoken ill of oa 
account of their improprieties. 

Act upon the same beneficial principle in ., 
your discourses with the young men,* exhort- 
ing them to be sound in opinion and practice, 
approving yourself to them in every work, a „ 
model of propriety, respectability, and honor, 
as a teacher incorruptible and honorable, in con- .. 
versation sound, and irreprebensible, that your 
evil-disposed adversaries may blush, being at a 
loss for grounds of reproach. 

Tell servants to observe subordination to> ,. 
wards their own masters, to please them in 
every respect, not disputing their orders, not .. 



* Nitn-ffWiB more exactly tranalnted jounger, but the EngUih 

idiom is not younj^ but young. This note |^ves tbe reason for 
very man.v of my deviations from exact tnuislalion. 
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purloining, giving proof that faithfulness, or 
the doctrine of faithfulness as you teach it, 
in every part of it, that is, to whatever station 
in life or department of society its influence 
apply, is good ; tell them thus to adorn or 
honor the doctrine of God our Saviour, by 
exhibiting in themselves its saving or beneficial 
effects. 

For the grace of God has appeared to us in .. 
the person oi' Jesus Christ, wlio was as a ser- 
vant : the doctrine of God's favor has appear- 
ed to us, as the doctrine that is saving or bene- 
ficial in its influence upon all descriptions of 
men, disciplining our minds, establishing or .. 
correcting our principles of thought and action, 
that, in whatever station we may be placed, 
disclaiming like Christ impiety, and the inor- 
dinate affections of worldly men, we may 
like him conduct ourselves in this present 
life as men of sense, be righteous in our actions, 
and right in our religion, that is, conformable ., 
with that right religion which justifies or 
avouches the truth and power of God, and 
which accepts him as revealed in Jesus for our 
glory, the arc of our salvation : — awaiting our 
blessed hope, or the fulfilment of our blessed 
hope of Jesus Christ, even a bright appearing 
of him, of Jesus Christ, of him who is the glory 
of God, of him who is the triumphant coiifir- 
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mation of the promises of our great God and 
Saviour; — awaiting, I say, our blessed hope of 
Jesus Christ, uho according to those promises .. 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from a condition void of all the beneficial effects 
of law ; that he might redeem the Jews from 
their condemnation under law, and the Gen- 
tiles from their exclusion by the law : that he 
might redeem both the one and the other, (roin 
their inadequacy' to God's favor, from their 
outlawry as it were, whether outlawed under 
the law as the Jews by tlieir manifold trans- 
gressions, or without the law as the Gentiles 
by the exclusiveness of the law itself, — awaiting, 
I repeat, our blessed hope of Jesus Clirist, who 
gave himself to redeem all, who gave himself 
to be the seed in whom all the nations should 
be blessed, in whom all the nations, by being 
faithful to their pledged spiritual unity with 
the spirit that was in him. should be blessed, 
that is, be redeemed as captives from death 
their condemnation under the bondage of sin, 
and restored as sons to life their inheritance in 
Christ, of whom they are pledged members, 
and in whom the elect, that is, they who love 
God, or are in spirit one with Christ, inherit 
eternal life by virtue of that decree, by which 
the Father has ever willed, that those who love 
him should not die but have everlasting life,' 
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awaiting, I again repeat, our blessed hope of 
Jesus Christ, who thus gave himself to redeem 
all. 

As in this process of our redemption ; our 
love of God, if not the foundation, is at least 
so indispensable a part of tiie superstructure, 
that without it the whole falls to pieces, no- 
thing was omitted to purchase our love. The 
works of tiie creation indeed, and all the bles- 
sings of this life, were at all times a sufficient 
price given by God for the love of man, but 
to this have been added the death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ ; and God in his immeasurable 
goodness, to win us by an exhibition of his 
riches, rewarded Christ openly with the crown 
of immortality, holding up the same glorious 
prize to all who love him ; promising to consi- 
der us who are one with Christ, who are 
pledged, if called upon, to do all that Christ did, 
in the same position of favor as if we had actual, 
ly died with Christ, and to reward us with the 
same adorable mark of his favor. Thus Christ 
died for us, that we might have another tie of 
affection to God, that we might be drawn up 
as it were to God by another cord of love from 
the dungeon of misery unto which our sins had 
plunged us. 

Again, I repeat, the grace of God has ap- 
peared, teaching us to be sound in our judg- 
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merit, righteous in our conduct, and right in 
our religion, awaiting our blessed hope of 
Jesus Christ, who thus, in the amplest and best 
sense of the word did give himself for us ; that 
he might redeem us from every kind of out- 
lawry, from that which applies to the Jew, and 
that which applies to the Gentile, that he 
might receive us as true subjects of his own 
kingdom ; purifying and fitting us for a gra- 
cious acceptance with himself, as sons of God, 
before God, by inspiring us with his own spirit 
of love ; that he might make us a people such 
as he can delight in and value as a treasure, 
a people, as sons of God, zealous of honorable 
actions. 

Say these things, and exhort and rebuke the ., 
brethren with full authority : exercise the du- 
ties of your office as a person in authority with 
spirit and decision, that none may see occasion 
to despise you. 

Remind them that, as subjects in the king- ., 
dom of the Lord, they yield an orderiy and 
willing obedience to civil authorities of every 
degree ; for all authorities are of God, and, un- 
der Christ, are beneficial constitutions in bis 
kingdom. 

Remind them to be ready for every good 
work. 

Remind them to speak evil unjustly of no ., 
man, to avoid quarrels, to be courteous, or 
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yielding, wliere perhaps strict law requires it 
not, evincing towards every man, and in every 
respect, mildness of character and deportment. 

This is the spirit we now profess as subjects 
of Christ's kingdom. This is the new creature, 
as distinguished from the creatures that we 
were. 

For even ourselves, my history is too clear a .. 
commentary on this text, even ourselves, before 
conversion, were senseless, obstinate in error, 
the slaves of passion, and in various respects 
the captives of pleasure, living in malice, and 
envy, hateful, hating one another, witness my 
persecution of Stephen, my standing by as it 
were in triumph, and even holding the gar- 
ments of the wretches who were stoning him 
to death. 

I then thought that God's favor to man, 
was grounded upon man's strict adherence to 
all the ritual and ceremonial requisitions of the 
Mosaical law, and that nothing which malice 
and envy could inflict, was severe enough for 
the Canaanites, as I thought them, who were 
undermining the foundations of that righteous- 
ness, which distinctively consecrated my nation 
as the people of God. I thought that all man- 
kind who were not included within the pale 
of Judaism, were an abomination to God, out- 
casts, and fitted only for destruction ; and that 
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the artificial righteousness of Judaical workst" 
conferred by tlie medium of priests, was the' I 
only skreen between man and tlie hatred of 
God. 

But when my eyes were opened, when the .. 
goodness and philanthropy of God our Saviour 
shone clearly and distinctly upon my mind, an 
entire revolution took place in my sentiments. 

For God's love or philanthropy evinced itself 
as having no connection with any artificial sys- 
tem or scheme of prescribed works, peculiar to 
this nation or that nation, by the performance 
of which this or that nation were exclusively 
righteous, the exclusive objects of God's favor. 
But having ever compassionated tlie sufferings 
in which mankind in the mass had been invol- 
ved, and were involving themselves, he saved 
and saves them in conformity with that his im- 
partial compassion for all, not tlirough any 
national scheme, not on account of the artificial 
and external, and carnal washings, tthe ritual 
regeneration) which confer the exclusive righte- 
ousness of Judaism; but through that inward 
change of the spirit, which the certain know- 
ledge and conviction that God loves a man ir- 
resistibly works in his soul ; as it did in mine 
when the words of love stopped my flirious 
career, " Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me." 
A ray of benignity then broke in upon my soul. 
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a feeling of love, a spirit of forbearance towards 
all mankind. 

I then saw a benignant and merciful God—- .. 
revealing himself as the Saviour of his creatures 
from the sole motive of love or compassion to- 
ward them — saving them through that washing 
which was nothing less tlian the manifest and 
unequivocal display of his love, that washing, 
which, being received with gratitude, thorough- 
ly cleanses and purges the heart, that washing 
which produces, not a symbolical, an imaginary 
change of the flesh, as does the washing of the 
Jews, but a real change of the spirit, a regene- 
ration of the inward man as to all his feelings 
and principles of actions, a complete revival, 
not of that artificial righteousness which was 
carnal, referring only to the outward man, but 
of that real righteousness, which, springing out 
of a pure conscience and love unfeigned, con- 
sists in holiness of spirit, and which refers to 
the inward man. This washing, that is, the .. 
inequivocal proof of his loving us, I saw God 
pouring out amply upon us through Jesus 
Christ, whom by his glorious resurrection he 
appointed and attested as the Captain or Lord 
of our salvation. 

Then became 1 impregnated with that spirit 
of mildness towards all, which I have been re- 
commending you to exercise yourself, and to 
u 3 
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diffuse among the brethren in Crete, then — 
when I saw God himself mild and forbearing 
to us sinners, — when I heard God proclaiming 
his love towards all his creatures through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, forgiving our past offences 
freely, appointing Jesus Christ as our Lord or 
King to save us, and openly bestowing upon 
him the crown of favor or life everlasting ; in -■ 
order that we his subjects, being made righte- 
ous, might be accepted as righteous, or recon- 
ciled to God, in order that we, as faithful and 
beloved subjects of a King seated at the right 
hand of God, ourselves exalted in our King's 
exaltation, might be reconciled, not like the 
Jew, by the partial intervention of the priest 
of a particular nation througli a national rite of 
purification, but by the intervention of Christ, 
through his glorious exaltation, through the 
riches of the knowledge of the love of God 
towards man, through these living waters of 
purification to a grateful heart, poured out 
plentifully upon the reconciled of every nation 
under heaven — when I saw God thus, in the 
glad tidings of his love assured to man, pouring 
out the most effective washing of purification, 
in order that we (being thereby made faithful, 
not externally, but internally, through the 
purifying influence of Ins goodness upon our 
internal principles, through the regeneration of 
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the inner man to a spiritual acceptability or 
affiliation with the son of God,) might, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, become heirs of God, heirs 
of eternal life, not according to possession 
which the Judaical faction pretend, but ac- 
cording to a hope of life eternal, grounded on 
the promise which was given to the father 
Abraham, of whom all the faithful are by 
affinity of spirit sons, and which was mani- 
fested in the seed Jesus Christ, of whom aU 
the faithful are by unity of the same spirit 
members — when I saw God thus showing for- 
bearance towards erring mortals, I became con- 
verted from that spirit of intolerance and bigo- 
try by which I had been infuriated, and became, 
as I would have you and the teachers with 
whom you co-operate become, mild and for- 
bearing towards the prejudices of all our fellow 
creatures. 

Much that I have said in this epistle points 
obviously to propriety or fitness of conduct, 
and I have illustrated the irresistible tendency 
of the truth as it is in Jesus, to rectify our 
conduct by instancing its influence upon 
myself. Now this word or observation is .. 
faithful, this observation which I now make, 
respecting conduct, or concerning works becom- 
ing the sons of God, is faithful; it is an obser^ 
vation you may depend upon; and 1 wish you 
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most strongly to warrantor assure the brethren 
respecting such works ; I wish you to warrant 
or assure the brethren with respect to honora- 
ble conduct or works, that they who rest their 
hope or trust in God, must sedulously study 
to acquit themselves of them fully and faith- 
fully, like servants that are in attendance upon 
such works as their regular occupation or ser- 
vice, for such works are both honorable and 
useful to men. 

But decline investigations that have no ra- ., 
tional object, and genealogical researches, and 
debatings, and disputes respecting the Judaical 
law, for they are useless, and contemptible. 

Avoid the man who separates himself from ., 
the true doctrine, after having admonished 
him once or twice. I would not have you 
involve yourself in hopeless debate with such 
a man; for our doctrine is simple, plain, and 
easy ; and if rejected, after it has been distinct- 
ly stated and explained once or twice, I have 
little hope you will gain much with sucli men 
an our opponents. They are obstruse, and ex- 
perienced, and acute arguers, many of them 
make a trade by their eloquence. The brethren 
are, or I would wish them to be, unaflFected, 
practical men, more dexterous and able at con- 
duct than at argument. If you are frequently 
occupied with our adversaries in wordy dis- 
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putes, the other brethren will think it right 
to be so too ; and considering the subtilty, the 
readiness, the practised habit of the sophisters; 
the church, ivhich grounds its pretentions upon 
plain matters of fact, and which glories in the 
unaflFected simplicity of its most valued mem- 
bers, would rather lose than gain, were its 
inexperienced teachers to have recourse to 
those logical weapons, which belong rather 
to a bad cause : which had better therefore 
remain in the hands of our adversaries ; and 
which it will be discreet in us, not needlessly 
to provoke into action I would therefore 
advise you to admonish the heretic once or 
twice, and if you are unsuccessful, leave him, 
for if you indulge him in his habit of debate, 
things will only get worse and worse. 

Avoid him, knowing, that such a one is., 
turned from the church, that he errs from 
it, and is therefore, whicli is a sufficient justi- 
fication of your avoiding him, self-condemned 
from all confidential communication with you. 

When I send Artemas to you or Tychicus, •■ 
endeavour to come to me at Nicapolis, for 
there I have determined to pass the winter. 

Sedulously assist Zenas the lawyer, and 
Apollos, inforwarding them in their journey, 
let them want for no attention. They are 
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bearefs of a diaiitaUe oontribution, you know,* 
and are members of the cucumcision, but let 
not these exodlent actions be peculiar to the 
meoibers of the circumcision, let our disdples 
likewise learn to be always ready for good 
acticms, not to be backward, but as servants of 
the Lord, to stand fcxrvard in the relief of 
those who want; lest the &Y€a or pity of 
God bestowed upon them, upon our disciples, 
the members of the undrcumcision be said to 
have had no fruitful, no profitable influence 
upon their hearts. 

All with me salute you. Salute those who 
love me faithfully. God*8 £ivor be with all 
Amen. 



* I have in very manj insUnces used the e^ureenon, jou know, 
when it will be in vain to seek it in the original, but I hope the 
reader has discovered that in such instances I alwajs mean it as in- 
troductoiy to something which, though not ex^nessed bj the apostle, 
must have been in the minds of his correspondents, in order to give 
full force or consistency to the context. 
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Paul, a member of Christ Jesus, in chains, .. 
and the brother Timothy, to Philemon our 
beloved brother and fellow labourer, and to .. 
the beloved Apphias, and to Archippus our 
comrade, and to the church in your house. 

Grace, or the favor of God, and, what is in- .. 
separable from the consciousness of that favor, 
peace of mind. Grace and peace be with you 
from God our Father, and Lord Jesus Christ. 
I am constantly thanking my God, mentioning ,. 
you in my devotional exercises ; because I hear ., 
of the love and faithfulness which you feel 
towards the Lord Jesus, and evince towards all 
the holy ; so that your faithfulness, imparting .. 
itself in its fruits of love upon the holy, is 
made particularly effective towards Christ Jesus 
in his members : and this is observed and known 
by every good man among you. I gratefully 
mention you in my devotional exercises. For .. 
1 feel great joy and encouragement on account 
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of your love, the holy who observe its practical 
efficiency, beinjf refreslied by you, brotiier, in 
the inmost aflFeetions of their hearts. 

Therefore, though I have a decided privilege, . 
as a member of Christ having in that charac- 
ter begotten you to be a son of God to enjoin 
upon you what befits you as a member, yet, _^ 
encouraged by tiie account I hear of your love 
towards the holy, I waive my privilege, and 
rather appeal to tliat love. 

I appeal to you, to your love — such as I am — 
Paul — an old man — and now also an old man 
in chains for Jesus Christ — I appeal to you for .. 
my son — him whom 1 have begotten in my 
chains — Onesimus; once an unprofitable servant 
to you, but now become very serviceable — and 
that to both you and me. 

I have sent him back to you : receive him — .. 
receive me in him — for my affections are bound 
up in him — receive him with kindness and 
good- will. 

I did* wish to detain him to minister unto., 
me while the blessed embassy of God, as far 
as it is connected with my person, remains 
under this captivity : in which event, there had 
been the same acknowledgement due to you, 
and the same comfort enjoyed by me, as if you 

■ The imperfect tenw here hu a limiUr tfiect to mhu, m; con- 
hi» given it ill iiux>i'-t« in tlie 3rd verse, ix chip. Horn. 
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had yourself personally attended upon me. Gut - 
I was unwilling, without knowing your senti- 
ments, to do any thing; lest your goodness, if 
you afterwards consented, raight seem enforced 
and not voluntary. 

Receive him with kindness and good-will, ■• 
for possibly under providence he departed from 
you opportunely; that is, just at the time to 
be brought within my influence, that you 
might receive him at my hand, in a more per- 
manent relation than that of servant, that you 
might receive him as a member of Christ, and 
co-heir with ourselves of life eternal : that .. 
you might receive him from me no longer as a 
mere servant; but more, in a more valuable 
capacity ; as a man whose future services should 
be from the heart, as a beloved brother. 

Very much so, very affectionate and inde- 
fatigable has he been in his services to me ; how 
much more so will he prove to you, influenced 
by a natural sense of duty as your servant, as 
well as by the spirit of faithfulness as a mem- 
ber of Christ. 

If therefore there is any fellowship between .. 
you and me, receive him with kindness and 
good-M'ill, receive him as myself 

And if he have done you wrong, if he owe ,, 
you any thing, place it to my account. I, Paul, 
write this with my own hand: I will repay it — 
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though I might remind you, that you owe me 
more than money, that you owe me your own 
self — truly, brother, having haptized you into., 
the Lord, let me have this service at your 
hands — having grafted yon into the holy vine, 
let me gather this fruit of you — in this instance 
refresh the inmost affections of my heart — 
gratify me as a servant of the Lord : in plead- 
ing for Onesimus, I am pleading for a fellow 
servant, and advocating the cause of our com- 
mon Lord. 

I have written in full confidence of your ■ 
compliance, knowhig that you will do even 
more than I say. 

But let me not forget to beg you will pre- ., 
pare me a lodging, for I expect that I shall be 
given to you, through your prayers. 

Epaphras is my fellow captive for Jesus. 
I Christ. Mark and Aristarchus, Demas and . 
Luke, our fellow labourers, salute you. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with . 
your -spirit, that is, God's favor, which has been 
bestowed on Christ the seed and in him on all 
the faithful, be with or bless your spirit or 
mind with that peace which is their's who are 
t assured of the favor of God. Amen. 



HEBREWS, CHAP. I. V. 



God, who in former times spake to the .. 
fathers by the prophets, but was far from full 
or constant in his communications with them, 
or uniform in the mode of communication he 
adopted, in these last days spake to us by the 
son, whom he made heir of all the promises or ., 
blessings that were spoken of in those various 
communications : and through whom, having 
made him heir of all, that is, through the per- 
manency with which his favor rests upon him, 
he made good — or completed — the predicted du- 
ration or ages of tliose promises. 

That son was a glorious effulgence; and a., 
character or imprint of God ; of that which 
constitutes God : he bore the imprint or char- 
acter of God, as far as man is concerned to 
know God. He was bright and glorious, and 
not more bright and glorious than perfect and 
exact as a filial representative of God to man, 
in his attributes of love and power : and bear- 
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ing as it were all the fruits of the promises — ■ 
producing all the blessircgs which those proiui- 
ses unfold by his poiverful word — like his father, 
who said, " let there be light, and there was 
light," — saying to the faithful, " be pure, and 
they are pure :" — and effecting this purification 
of us ail from our sins, to be a people peculiar 
to Inraself as our eternal King — effecting this 
new creation of all the taithful of every nation, 
without the priestly intervention of rites and 
ceremonies, — doing all by himself, he sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty among the 
highest, becoming that eternal King who was 
to save his people, in whom only the glory and 
universal dominion, depicted throughout the 
prophecies in colours of apparent exaggeratioD^ 
are, or shall be fully realized. 

You, who still love the law, are advocates of 
the dignity of the prophets, whom you cor- 
rectly call God's angels, as having been com- 
missioned by God, and as being bearers of God's 
messages to man. I have just said that it was 
in measure, or partially, that God entrusted 
to them his word, but that as far as respects 
such knowledge of God as man is concerned to 
possess, the son was the very image and im- 
print of his father, and consequently that it 
is not in measure but in full ; God speaks to 
us through him. From this consideration alone 



IIKB. CH. I. V. 3,4,6, 



might be inferred the inferiority of the angels 
or prophets to him. 



will now direct your attention to the 



very 



different language applied to them in the 
prophetic writi 



ritings, from that 



which the 



m wl 

son is mentioned, he, to whom as heir of all 
the promised blessings every thingc ontained 
in prophecy points, every thing that respects 
the blessedness of the kings of Israel, or of the 
seed of Abraham. For. however the several 
kings of Israel may have been exalted, or their 
people favored, yet in such blessings they were 
only in degree and for a time partakers with 
Christ, in whom alone all the promised bless- 
ings are or will be fully realized, both in 
extent and duration. To you, who in your 
national vanity would exalt the prophets, or 
divine messengers, or angels above Jesus, I 
propose to estimate him out of the writings of 
those very messengers or prophets ; since un- 
questionably he is as much superior to them, as 
is the name he inherits, the name given him in 
the language of prophecy, superior to them or 
their names. 

For to whicli of the angels or prophets did 
God at any time say : " thou art my son, this 
day have I begotten thee." And again, "I will 
be to him a father, and he shall be to me a 
son." 
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Moreover when he brought Jacob or Israel " 
his only begotten back again from Egypt to 
the land of promise, to Palestine, he Baid, "and 
let all the angels of God or prophets reverence 
him." This as applied to Israel according to 
the flesh totally failed, for the language of the 
prophets too plainly denotes the little respect 
they felt for such a people; it is therefore borne 
out fully, only in its application to the Israel 
according to the spirit, to Jesus the only be- 
gotten. 

With reference to the angels, the words are, .- 
" who making winds his angels or messengers, 
and a flame of fire his minister." But with re- ■• 
fcrence to the son, the scripture saith, (for the 
language, though originally directed to Solo- 
mon, is correct oidy as descriptive of the Christ.) 
" Thy throne,* oh God, is for ever and ever. 
the sceptre of thy kingdom is a sceptre of right, 
thou didst love what is right, and hate what is ■• 
wrong. Therefore God, the God whom thou 
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adorest, anointed thee witlt the oil of rejoic- 
ing above thy fellows :" above those who with 
thee have been partakers of his promised bles- 
sings — his favor and power. I stop not to ex- 
plain the sense in which the title God, whether 
applicable to Solomon or Christ, must be here 
understood, for the context, pointing to an 
anointed authority and derived prosperity, suf- 
ficiently indicates that sense, but it is the ex- 
tent and duration of the kingdom to which I 
draw your attention, which render it totally 
inapplicable to Solomon, which are realized ful- 
ly in Christ, and which in his favor only gives 
en appropriateness to that august title, a title 
significant of his entire unity in spirit, and will, 
and glory, with him who has established his 
throne in righteousness for ever and ever. " And ■• 
thou Lord," the same scriptures represent his 
antitype as exclaiming, his antitype who was 
king as it were for a day, who for a limited 
time, and to a limited extent, was partaker 
with him in the power and strength of God : 
" And thou Lord," exclaims the pious monarch, 
(but the words are infinitely more appropriate 
as coming from the mouth of him who is King 
for ever, in whose kingdom, by the power of 
God, old things are passed away, and behold 
all things are become new,) " Thou Lord in 
the beginning didst found the earth, thou didst 
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Spread furth the heavens like a curtain, they 

are the work of thy hands; they shall perish,-- 
but thou endurest, and they all shall grow old 
as a garment, and thou shalt put them all aside •• 
like time-worn garments ; thou shalt roll them 
up as the covering or curtains of a tent : they 
all shall be changed, but thou art the same, 
and thy years shall not fail." " Thou, oh Lord," 
says the Psalmist, in a previous part of the 
psalm, " shalt endure for ever, and thy remem- 
brance unto all generations. Thou shalt arise 
and have mercy upon Sion, for the time to 
favor her, yea, the set time is come ;" and the 
concluding words of the p^^alm are, " the chil- 
dren of thy servants shall continue, and their 
! seed shall be established before thee." All these 
I predictions, therefore, as being inapplicable to 
I Solomon and to the seed of Abraham accor- 
ding to the flesh, apply to Christ, the heir of 
all, and if so, how transcendently above the 
Bngels in dignity is he exalted. 

And now, I ask, to which of the angels hath .. 
he said at any time, "sit thou on my right 
hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool." 
Are not all the angels or messengers of God .. 
sent off on account of those who inlierit salva- 
tion ? Are they not as the subordinate agents 
of nature, as ministering winds? Hath not 
God, even as lie maketh a wind his messenger, 
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and a fliyne of fire his minister, Iiath he not 
made Moses and the prophets his messengers 
ormhiisters? But Christ is not only a mes- 
senger of God sent to those who should be 
heirs of salvation, he is himself the heir. 

You value what has been communicated to » 
you by Moses and the prophets, whom you 
with a propriety, which I do not dispute, call 
tfce angels of God, You revere the law enact- 
ed by the instrumentality of angels, whom I 
have proved from your own scriptures to be 
far Inferior in dignity to Christ, how much 
more then is it incumbent upon us to give the 
most earnest attention to what was heard from 
Christ, never to withdraw our profuundest ob- 
servation from his words ! 

For if the word or the law, wliicii prescribed •• 
the ceremonials and rules, that were the Jews' 
security or salvation from immediate death the 
condemnation of sin : if, I say, this word of 
salvation spoken by angels was established, and 
every one w!io failed to comply with it, every 
one who disregarded it, received his merited 
punishment, the punishment due or belonging 
to his failure or contempt: how shall we escape .. 
if we disregard the word of such a Saviour? If 
we fail to comply with the rule of salvation 
that was spoken of, or revealed to us, by the 
Lord, by him who is so eminently, as 1 have 
X 3 
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proved,, above the angeb ? A salvation wbidi 
not only was announced in its commenoement 
by the Lord, but in its establishment through 
the ministry of those who heard it, ha4 the 
attestation of 6o4 by concurrent signs an<j| 
psodigie^ by a grant of various powers, and 
by diverse apportionments of the holy spirit, ac* 
^rding to his pleasure ? If, I say, they suffered 
death who were refractory under tlie guidance 
of angels or prophets, that were ordered to 
reverence God's people, that is, were in the 
pharacter of messengers of God to his people,, 
inferior as mere messengers to the people them- 
^Ives, who were heirs ; what punishment shall 
we merit if refractory under him, who so far 
from being inferior to the heirs, is himself heir 
of all. 

For the future world, of which we speak, .. 
the land which we hope to inherit as members 
of Christ, was not subjected by prophecy to 
angels, but to him who is infinitely, as I have 
shown, above angels, even the Lord who is. 
heir of all. 

In allusion to the return of Jacob or Israel 
, from Egypt, out of the land of bondage, the 
bringing him back to the land of Canaan, the 
only world or inheritance of which Israel after 
the flesh ever had possession, though by pro- 
mise the sons of Abraham were inheritors of 
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the whole world ; in allusion to this imperfect 
realization of the words of prophecy, in favor 
of the seed of Abraliam after the flesh, I drew 
your attention to Christ the seed after the 
spirit, as heir in the fullest sense of all the 
promises ; and to their future accomplishment, 
by the investment of the heir of all in the ac- 
tual possession of universal dominion over the 
whole world, and from thence deduced the 
transcendency of his dignity ahove the dignity 
of any angels or messengers of God whatever. 
For, as, when in a very imperfect sense the 
world was consigned over to Israel God's only 
begotten, the angels, prophets, or messengers 
of God were ordered to reverence Israel, which 
also, in a very imperfect sense, proved applica* 
ble to the fact; so in the world, tlie liiiure world, 
of which we are speaking, wliicli is or will be 
in the fullest sense, the inheritance of the seed 
of Abraham God's only begotten, the angeU 
or divine messengers are ordered to reverence 
the only begotten, an order which in the fullest 
aiid most glorious manner is or will be carried 
into effect. 

Perhaps tlie circumstance of his humiliation 
in the present life will be thought to confound 
the view we have been taking ; some one, you ■• 
say, among the prophets testihed to the follow- 
ing effect, " what Ls man, that thou art mind< 
X 4 
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ful of bim, and the son of man, that thou 
respectest him, thou didst make him a little ■■ 
less than the angels, thou didst crown bim 
with glory and honor, and assign bim a posi- 
tion above the works of thy hand. Thou •• 
didst place all things in a state of subjection 
under his feet." Surely, you say, the humilia- 
tion of Christ which we have seen, does not 
accord with the character I g^ve him, as heir 
of all the good things so magnificently deli> 
neated, and so warmly coloured by the pro> 
phets of old, for in the subjection of all things 
to him, is necessarily implied, that God left 
nothing that he did not subject to him, but we 
do not now see alt things in subjection under 
bis feet. 

I answer, the world, to which the full ac- 
complishment of God's promises applies, is the 
future world, of which future world you in 
fact have seen the commencement in the 
crown of life and glory, which was bestowed 
upon Christ after his humiliation and death. 
But further: I seize the occasion of showing 
the interesting point of view ia which the 
very difficulty you mention places the t"aviour 
of tlie world, and tlie tie of aftection and gra- 
titude, by which a just view oi' that difficulty 
binds the faithful to him and to God. 

He is heir of all things, not for his own 
good, but ours, not for his own glory, but 
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God's. Him whom we see made a little less .. 
than the angels, Jesus; him do we see on ac- 
count of liis death of buffering, the faitiiful- 
ness thereby instanced and illustrated, crowned 
with glory and honor. But further: contem- 
plate the cause of this exciting exhibition. 
The resuscitation of a world dead in trespasses 
aiKl sins, required such a testimony, sueh a 
stimulating, such an invigorating, such a 
quickening spectacle ; otherwise the heir of all 
tilings, he who like Enoch was in all respects 
well pleasing to God, would never have tasted 
of that bitter cup, which he prayed so earnestly 
" that it might be removed from him," He 
was made a little less than the angels, and sub- 
sequently glorified, in order that, by the gra- 
ciousness of God to man (God had so graciously 
ordained it) he might taste of death for alt 
men; he was made in all respects like man, 
even to the suifering of death, that man might 
be encouraged in all respects to become ulti- 
mately like him. For it was not only for his 
own glory that he was heir of all things, but 
for the glory of God ; of him, for whom or for 
whose glory, and through whom, or by whose 
will, all the promises attain their full accom- 
plishment in Christ as heir of all. 

Had the investment of Christ by God with 
eternal blessedness no other end in view but 
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the personal and exclusive exaltation of bim 
only, woulj the glory of God have been writ- 
ten upon our hearts as it now is in the im- 
perishable characters of love ? God, who 
willeth that all men should be saved, even sub- 
jected him, who was the dearly beloved son in 
whom he was well pleased, to a death of suflFer- 
iiig for the sake of us. 

For it tended to his glory, it agreed beaiiti- ., 
fully with the benignity of the universal Fa- 
ther, to accomplish whose purpose of love, and 
in conformity with whose uncontrollable opera- 
tion, all the scattered blessings suspended over 
Israel for ages and ages, at length settle, and 
concentrate upon Christ as heir of them all; it 
became, I say, that universal Father, as he 
had many sons, whom it was bis purpose to in- 
clude in his dispensation of grace, it became 
him for their sakes, to subject the only begot- 
ten, however much the object of his love, to 
death ; to make him, whom he had appointed 
as tbeir leader to bring them back like the 
Israel of old, to the promised land, perfect as 
leader, as the person to whom they were to 
look up, by whom they were to be guided on 
their road to salvation ; to make him, who was 
to be the quickner of their courage, even 
through the valley of the shadow of death, who 
was to exhibit in his own person that invuici- 



J 



HEB. CH. H, V. 10. 



I 
I 



I 



ble feithfulness by whiuli death is swallowed 
up to his subduing; it became God, I say, in 
making bis dearly beloved son an example or 
pattern to all his other sons, to perfect him as 
such example or pattern by sufferings. 

The sanctifying efficacy or influence of so 
glorious an example, is the mighty engine by 
which the universal Father, in his wisdom, 
purifies liis other sons ; if Christ be lifted up 
he drawij all men unto him, if Christ exhibit 
to the world an instance of perfect faithfulness, 
crowned with glory and honor ; showing there- 
by that man is capable of faithfulness, and that 
God is, and is a rewarder of such as are faith- 
ful unto the end, such an inspiriting spectacle 
purifies God's other sons, excites them to the 
effectual exercise of tlieir natural energies, be- 
ing, as they are, partakers of the same nature 
and the same hopes with Christ: for both he,, 
who is thus as tlie Captain, leading them to an 
unassailable fidelity of spirit ; he, whose cross 
is the touchstone to their courage ; he who 
trod the wine-press alone; he who has his fen 
in his hand, and is winnowing them like chaff 
from every impurity, and every corruption; 
even he who purifies, and they who are 
purified, are capable of, and called to the same 
faithfulness of spirit, are bound, if required, to 
irsoA in the same steps, atid to be baptized 
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with the same baptism ; for tliey all partake of 
the same human infirmities, and the same hu- 
man capabilities, both the purifier, and the 
purified, are all from one stock, Abraham. 

Wherefore he is not ashamed to call them ■• 
brethren, saying, 1 will declare thy name unto 
my brethren ; in the midst of the religious 
meetings of my people will I celebrate thee. 
This was the language of David, in a psalm 
written when under the greatest affliction; but 
as Clirist is heir of all, as all the delineations of 
prophesy, whether the images traced be those 
of humiliation or of glory, are filled up and 
perfected in the son of man, that psalm, wherein 
the writer addresses the people as his brethren, 
applies to Christ, and indeed he himself, when 
under the agony of death, adopted its language, 
"my God, my Gk)d, why hast thou forsaken 
me." 

And again, in a passage of Isaiah, where .. 
God's desertion of the house of Jacob is lament- 
ed, which passage, you who are Jews usually 
apply to the Messiah, his words are, " I will 
wait for God, who has turned his face from the 
house of Jacob, and I will rely upon him;" 
thus identifying himself with the house or 
family of Jacob, that is, signifying in his cha- 
racter of the son of man, his participation of 
the same nature with ourselves. And again in 
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theconUnuation of that same passage, the words 
are, " behold, I, and the eliildren whom God 
hath given me." 

I adduce tliese several passages to you very 
briefly, as they are very remarkable and fami- 
liar to you all, and the recital of a very few 
words will call up to your recollection all their 
details; and I need not explain their applica- 
bility to the Messiah, because they are univer- 
sally admitted to be so applicable by the wliole 
nation, to whom I am addressing this epistle ; 
and they most unequivocally point to the unity 
of the same nature, in Christ and man, and 
you will instantly acknowledge the natural 
force, the practical influence, this view of him 
as the son of man gives to his example as our 
Captain or Leader. 

The last words that I recited from the pro- 
phet were, " behold, I, and the children whom 
God has given me," Since then in children .. 
there Is a complete and perfect participation of 
flesh and blood, he likewise partook of flesh 
and blood, in manner and degree closely 
parallel with the manner and degree of their 
participation, and be did so in conformity with 
that purpose which was so suitable to the uni- 
versal Father, of making his first bom perfect 
as the Leader of his other sons to salvation. 
He partook nio»t intimately as the son of man 
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human nature in all its infirmity, in all its ca- 
pability, that whate%-er he did, might legiti- 
mately and reasonably be proposed for the imi- 
tation of his followers, that through death, he 
might make as notiiing him, who has the power 
of dt^ath, him, wlio only is the sting, who only 
gives to death all its terrors. Vie acaiser ; that 
he might cast him down, who accused the sons 
of God before their father night and day. 

Had he not taken upon him most intimately 
and perfectly human nature, he would not 
have been perfect as a leader of man ; man 
would not have been influenced in the slightest 
degree by his example ; it could not have been 
reasonably proposed to man as a model or pat- 
tern ; his death would have been in vain, his 
blood would not have purified, his followers 
would not have overcome the accuser ; would 
not have made the accuser as nothing, by an- 
nihilating his hateful office, by purifying them- 
selves, that his occupation as their accuser 
might cease for ever before their God and Fa- 
ther : they would not have overcome him on 
account of the blood of liie Lamb, and on ac- 
count of the word of his testimony, by making 
that blood, and that testimony their own, by 
their baptismal pledge into it, they would not 
have practically redeemed that pledge, and in 
the cause of God's testimony loved their lives 
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w> little, as to follow their Leader cheetfiilly 
even unto death. Thus Christ partook of hu- 
man nature most intimately, and in every re- 
spect, that he migiit by death, his own death, 
make him that has the power of death as no- 
thing, that is, the accuser: and that he might .. 
liberate them, that is, his brethren the other 
sons of God, with whom he partook of the 
same flesh and blood ; that he might lead to 
liberty them, who throughout life, whether 
Jew or Gentile, fearing death, had hitherto 
been the slaves of that fear. For we do not .. 
Bee him by any means seizing as the principle 
object or scope of his pursuit or mission, the 
character of a prophet or angel, but he comes 
in the title of the son of man, he takes as the 
peculiar purport, the principal scope of his be- 
ing, the seed of Abraham. 

And therefore it was indispensable to his ,. 
purpose that he should be made like to the 
brethren, who likewise are the seed of Abra- 
ham in every respect, that he might become 
practically merciful as to those things which he 
did having God, or God's glory for their end ; 
namely, those things which he did to accom- 
plish God's gracious purpose towards his other 
sona ; that he might become practically or efliici- 
ently merciful ; that is, not merely so in feeling, 
but also in act ; that what he did as partaker 
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of man's nature, man might be encouraged to 
do likewise; and that having thus effectually 
purified tliem, he might as his Father's minis- 
ter of a merciful dispensation, reconcile them 
to his love. Taking upon him the seed of Abra- 
, ham for such an object he found it indispensa- 
I ble to be made in every respect like the sons of 
men, that he might become in act as well as in 
will merciful, or a minister of mercy to man, 
and therefore also a faithful priest as to those 
things which he did, having God, or God's 
glory for their object, that is, faithful by doing 
the will of God, by effectually accomplishing 
the work of purificatioii of God's other sons, 
the especial work committed to him, making 
an effectual expiation for the sins of the people 
by his own blood ; that is, faithful under all the 
obstacles of the flesh even unto death, in order 
that man, struggling with the same obstacles, 
might, viewing the triumphant issue of his 
faithful career, be aroused to the like faithful- 
ness of spirit, and become thereby reconciled 
gratuitously to the Father. 

For the Father having promised to accept 
his death (viewed in the light of a penalty due 
to sin) as the death of all thejaithjul, the dis- 
solution of this our carnal frame ceases to be a 
penalty, and becomes merely a passage from a 
state of humiliation to a state of glory. 
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Thus was it necessary that Christ should be 
made like unto man, in order that he might 
make an efficient expiation or purification, as 
our high priest, of man's sins; as otherwise, his 
conduct, hij deiith and sufferings could have 
had no purifying influence upon man. For it „ 
is in or through the reality of his sufferings, 
that he is enabled to assist those who are under 
similar trials ; his blood speaks to us from the 
cross, through his intimate reciprocation with 
our nature and our feelings, and it can speak 
through tliat alone, assisting those only who are 
of the same flesh and blood, exciting and ani- 
mating those who encounter similar trials, with 
the encouraging assurance of strength, and 
with the shout as it were of triumph. Oh 
death where is thy sting ! Oh grave where 
is thy victory ! 

Wherefore holy brethren, (hoHness is the., 
distinctive profession, and the received appeU 
latlon of tlie faithful,) holy brethren, partakers 
with the first begotten of a heavenly calling, 
of a calhng that points, not to a temporary 
establishment or rest on this earth, but to an 
inheritance eternal in the heavens : fix your 
mind upon Jesus, the apostle and high priest of 
our profession, the apostle who lias opened up 
to us those heavenly prospects to which we are 
called, and the hope of which we profess, into 
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that better country ; and the high priest, whose 
own blood purifies or makes sincere the profes- 
sion of those, who by the spirit of faithfuhiess 
transform themselves into the image of Jesus 
Christ, sent and anointed on such a commission, 
and who was faithful to him who appointed .. 
him, liim who sent and anointed him ; apply 
practically and effectually to your advantage 
the faithfulness you have seen in him ; be faith- 
ful in your place or department, as a part of 
God's house or household, as Moses was faith- 
ful in his place or department as a part of the 
whole house of God. 

I name Moses with yourselves purposely, as 
occupying a place or department in the house 
or household of God, because as a prophet, an- 
gel, or messenger of God, you are disposed to 
exalt him above, or at least to give him parallel 
dignity with Christ. *' There has not been," said 
Christ, " a greater than John ; and yet," added 
he, " the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than him." Therefore Moses, a part or 
servant of God's house or household, like all 
the other prophets or angels, is at least as 
much inferior as yourselves to the anointed 
Saviour, being honored in the sight of God 
only as a part of his house or household. 

1 call your profound attention then to Christ. . 
For Moses has as little claim to rank with 
Christ, as the house with the builder who con- 
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sbiicted it. Every house is constructed by •• 
some one, and it was as a part or pillar of the 
house that Moses was faithful ; we must there- 
fore not look to himj but to some other as the 
builder of the house, but God is the builder 
of all. 

I might here add, that though God, the origi- 
nal Saviour, is he who builds all up into one 
church, one house ; yet Christ, the anionted 
Saviour, accredited by him fully as his repre- 
sentative on earth, is through him and for him, 
the master-builder of the edifice. 

But I will arrive at the same conclusion by .. 
a different argument. Every house is built by 
some one, I repeat, and Moses was faithful in 
the house or household of God as part of it, as 
a servant, in the whole house of God, to testify 
what should be said to him by a master, or 
charged upon him as a servant ; but Christ is ■■ 
faithful, not as part of the house or household* 
or as a servant, but as the son of him who 
built it. Christ, I say, is faithful as a son over 
his Father's house, that is, as heir of all, over 
his own house ; whose house we are, if, confident 
in him, and exulting in his superiority over all 
those whom our nation dignifies with the title 
of angels, relying on our strength as bis house, 
his building, we hold fast to our heavenly cal- 
ling, to our triumphant hope of immortality 
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■ even to the last. Christ, I repeat, is faithful 
over his Father's lioiise or houseliohl, tliat is, 
as just explained, over his own houseliold the 
faithful. So entire between liiin and the Fa- 
tlier is the unity of will and act, as far as re- 
spects the faithful, or the house of God, that 
in allusion to them, that is, in allusion to the 
faithful, Christ said, "all mine are thine, and 
thine are mine." 

Seeing then that our Leader is so much '• 
superior to Moses, and that our calling out 
of captivity is not like that of Moses to an 
earthly, but to an heavenly inheritance, apply 
effectually to your own case what the holy 
spirit said by the mouth of the Psalmist, — 
" to-day if ye should hear his voice" — apply it 
to' your own case this day — for in Christ ye 
have heard his voice — apply these words of the 
spirit; "harden not your hearts as did your 
fathers, when they, at a memorable period, bit- 
terly provoked me in the wilderness, where,, 
they made trial and proof of me, and where 
they saw my works forty years; therefore, I.. 
was incensed with that generation, and said, 
their error is always wilful, it is the error of 
their hearts, they have not known my ways : 
wilfully ignorant of my ways, my long-suffer- 
ing, their hearts are become impenetrable to 
my goodness, and their ears deaf to my voice ., 
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80 I swore in my wrath, never shall they enter .. 
into my rest." 

Apply this day these words of the spirit to •• 
yourselves. See, brethren, that there be not in 
any one of you a wicked heart of faithlessness, 
that is, a wilful faithlessness of spirit, standing 
off from the living God, wilfully deaf to his 
voice. But exhort one another every day, ., 
even unto that (the just recited exhortation) 
by which each is called this day, that is, even 
to the full effect of that calling — it is urgent. 
Our calling, which answers to the just recited 
words of the holy spirit, admits of no delay ; 
our calling, which I have before mentioned as 
pointing not to a temporary rest, or establish^ 
nient in this earth, but to a rest, to an inheri- 
tance eternal in the heavens is a calling which, 
corresponding with the words of the holy spirit 
just recited, the language being " this day," is 
most urgent : exhort one another this day, 
every day, lest, by the deceitful and silent ap- 
proaches of sin, a hardness of heart steal im- 
perceptibly upon you. 

We must never on this earth, so deceitful is 
the operation of sin, consider our salvation as 
safe. For our participation of Christ, that is, „ 
our salvation as sons of God, is conditional on 
our preserving firm unto the end the begin- 
ning of that which made us sons, that is, the 
Y 3 
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I g ri iOT taU an. their hearts and provoke 
«iD never mcfa that promised 
Icrt, wiD oo4 ahimatelir be partakers of Christ; 
this serious tmtb is contained in the recited 
hngoage of die Psalmist, in bis saying : ** to 
day, if je should bear bis Toice, make not your 
> hard and insensible, as at the memorable 

I 'period of letter prorocation.' 

Some indeed who beard his voice did bitterly .. 
pro^-oke him, but it will be objected, not all 
that came out of Kgrpt through Moses : 
Joshua and Caleb were exceptions. But, I - • 
ask, (and my present argument remains equally 
strong, for Joshua and Caleb did enter, not in- 
deed into the eternal rest of God, but they did 
enter into the promised land,) with whom was 
he offended fort]t- years? Not with Joshua and 
Caleb ; was it not with those who sinned, whose 
carcasses fell in the desart? And to whom but -- 
to the disobedient did he swear, that they should 
not enter into his rest ? We see then that .. 
they could not enter on accoinit of their faitli- 

, lessne»ii. 
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Collating these serious facts with the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, to-day if ye should 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as at 
the memorable period of bitter provocation, 
and making the application to ourselves, there 
is sufficient ground to assure us ; that we like- 
wise are made partakers of Christ, are called 
to our rest, to our inlieritance conditionally ; 
and that, if we fall off from the living God, if 
we are disobedient, if we keep not our spirit 
of faithfulness firm unto the end, we likewise 
shall not be able to enter into our rest, our 
inheritance. 

There is then serious ground of apprehen- ■■ 
sion, lest, with the promise of entering into his 
rest still in reserve for the people of God, 
some of you, faiUng of the condition, be judged 
wanting. For the glad tidings of a rest have .. 
been communicated to us as they were to them, 
but there being no spirit of faithfulness in their 
hearts, to mingle with the spirit of the commu- 
nication, no profit resulted therefrom. There 
is then serious ground of apprehension. For „ 
our entrance into rest, is the entrance of those 
■who persevere, not of those who were faithful 
once, or of those who are faithful now, but of 
those whose permanent character or habit is 
faithfulness, those in whose favor, at the time 
when they enter uito that rest, it shall be found 
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give to jrour fathers, and jou afaall inherit it 
with thero. 

But mailc the terms* of tbe promise, ** my 
reft." God's re«t, and truly the rest of God 
wa> a rest from creating the world, llie work 
of creation being done; for in another part of„ 
hoty writ, the Itoly scripture hath spoken of 
that rent, which strictly speaking is the only 
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rest of God. Speaking of the seventh day, the 
expression is, " and God rested the seventh day 
from all his works." Now having recited that 
passage, I come again to this expression, " never 
shall they enter into my rest," on which taken _ 
. with what I have just recited, I ground the 
ensuing argument: that expression being fatal 
to the position you maintain, viz. that the rest 
of Israel was realized under Joshua; that ex- 
pression, I say, being fatal to your position, 
and considered too to be fatal by the holy 
Psalmist. 

For not only do the terms, my rest, God's 
rest, imply the application of the promise to a 
rest different from that vvhich Joshua and the 
people with him inherited, viz. a rest perma- 
nent as the rest of God. but — seeing a fair con- . 
elusion may be drawn from those terms, that a 
rest still remains for some to enter into it, and 
that those who hrst received the glad tidings 
thereof, did not enter into it on account of 
their disobedience — the holy Psalmist at a . 
period much posterior to that in which you 
suppose the people of God to have entered into 
their promised rest, used the words which I 
have before recited, and to which I again call 
your attention. — words that point to a definite 
period, " this day," saying, after so great a lapse 
of time since the age of Joshua, saying, " this 
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day," (it i» the very expression) " this day, if ye 
should hear his voice harden not your hearts." 

I point out this remarkable expression, be- 
cause it is fatal to your objection, namely, ycmr 
objection that the promised rest took place un- 
der Joshua, and those that were with him ; for .. 
if Joshua established the Jewish nation in the 
promised rest, then could not the holy scrip- 
ture speak, (as 1 have just shown it did speak,) 
of another day of rest, posterior to that when 
Joshua and his followers entered into Canaan. 

Truly, then, there is still, for ought that - 
Joshua and his followers may have attained 
unto, and upon which your nation would fond- 
ly build its permanency, there still remains to 
the people of God a sabbath, a rest correspond- 
ing with that of God when he rested from his 
completed work, the creation of the world. 
For the nation or individual who enters into 
God^ rest, even such nation or such individual 
rests from his works, just as God rested from 
his : and did Joshua or any of bis successors, or 
has the Jewish nation yet enjoyed such a rest? 

We should then earnestly and industriously., 
endeavour to enter into that rest, lest any one 
fail hy the same rebellious demonstrations of a 
faithless spirit. For the word of God, or me- ., 
dium of God's communication with man, Jesus 
Christ, is u word, that givetli life. If it find that 
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Spirit within us, with which it can mix or agree, 
its fruit is unto life eternal. The word of God, 
as it may be read in the conduct and death of 
Christ, is the true test of all sincerity. The 
philosopher may argue on points of right and 
wrong, and the Jew may wrap himself up in 
his privilege, till both the one and the other, 
blind to the true God, may fancy him equally 
blind to them. But the church of Christ, see- 
ing the word or will of God in the conduct of 
Jesus, find in him the living test of sincerity, 

■ before which faithlessness cannot stand for a 
moment. The word of God written on the 
cross of Christ in characters nf eternity, is an 
efficient test to all the members of the church ; 
it cuts sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
penetrating even to the division of the life and 
the spirit, that is, of the faithfulness of the 
church, or its internal principle of spiritual 
thought and action ; and of the joints and the 
marrow, that is, of its external organization 
and efficacy. The word of God, I say, is thus 
an efficient test to all the members of the 
diurch, to the discernment or detection of their 
most hidden and dearest thoughts and desires; 
those of the heart. The faithful can never, like 

• the philosopher or the Jew, argue away the 
impression that the eye of his judge penetrates 
to the bottom of bis soul ; he knows that there •• 
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to HO aagle structure in the church, in that edi- 
I master-builder erected, that can 
ever he vMMlnw-D from his all-per\'ading eye ; 
W knows that DO blemish or defect can escape 
Hm; he knows that the whole church with all 
sKes naked and desected, like a vie- 
r the seMchix^ e^'e of her high priest ; 
W faww thai her h^ priest, the minister of 
God^ Mercies to her. be with whom we have 
to MttMUiU » a seairfaer as weQ as a pnriSer of 
the bean. 

Holdup tberefbre* or pro f e sM ng an exalted ■• 
high priest, Jesus, wbo passed thmngh the hea< 
Tens, an high priest under wfaoaeejres alt our 
blembhes are instantly detected, let as hold fast, 
or be immoveable from inir oooststencr with 
such profession. 

For what we have seen in him, the trials .. 
be encountered, the real de«tb be suffered, 
assure us that he is most intimately acquainted 
from experience with all our infirmities. Our 
high priest is able to enter into all our feelings, 
and knows tbeir inadequacy as a palliation 
for disobedi^ice ; having himself experi«iced 
them all in exactly the same manner and de- 
gree, and yet having been without sin. 

Let us thereftwe, assured of our possessing .. 
the same powers that he possessed, assured 
that be was a man in all respects like ourselves. 
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and therefore that we may if we act in the 
same spirit, do the same tilings that he did, let 
us go up with confidence of a blessed issue to 
our endeavours, knowing that in common oc- 
currences there is nothing above our natural 
strength, and that in extraordinary emergen- 
cies, if above our natural strength, we shall 
be ministered unto even as Oirist was minis- 
tered unto, that if God tempt us beyond 
our strength, he himself will make a way for 
us to escape. Let us go up with the courage 
of sincerity, without the intervention of priest- 
ly aid, or canial purification, to the throne of 
God's grace in the confidence of God's favor; 
for if we proceed with the faltering timidity 
of a divided heart, we are not worthy of 
Christ: let us follow with that boldness which 
is the spirit of faithfulness, and which assures 
success ; let us follow Christ in his own spirit, 
in order that we may receive from God, as he 
did, pity or help, which they who put their 
hand to the plough, without looking back are 
sure to receive in the time of need, as Christ 
did when he prayed in liis diflBculties and 
was heard ; let us I repeat thus follow Christ 
with confidence, in order that God, pleased 
with the fidelity of our spirit, may practically 
pity us in our diHicuUies, and that we may 
find his favor ever seasonable, a never-failing 
encouragement on every occasion. 
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I draw these practical concludons from the 
universal proposition with which I commenced 
my epistle, namely, that Christ is heir of all 
the promises. Now if he is heir of all the 
promises, he is the everlasting high priest 
after the order of Melehisedec, the promise of 
such a high priest having reached its full ac- 
complishment in no other but him. His capa- 
bility of or fitness for that office, results from 
the proofs I have given, that he was in all res- 
pects a man ; and 1 have incidently pointed 
at and dwelt upon the moral influence, which 
his participation of all our infirmities, ought 
to have upon our spirit and conduct, just as 
it was intended in the Jevitical institution, 
that the purity of the priesthood, like the 
holiness of the first fruits should communicate 
itself upon the whole mass, and that God 
through them, should sanctify to himself a 
people peculiar to himself and zealous of good 
works. It was necessary in order to arrive at 
my moral or practical conclusion, that I should 
prove him in his humanity, as well as in his 
divine appointment as heir of all the promises, 
intitled to take upon himself the office of our 
high priest, for otherwise, you who have been 
so long accustomed to human high priests, 
would not so easily recognize him in his office 
of sanctification, and would fail to derive the 
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purification and sanctification, indispensable to 
those, who seek acceptance with God through 
and by him. You naturally expect, tliat a 
high priest should have all that your national 
expeiience has been accustomed to in those 
who have exercised that office, and it is there- 
fore, that I have shown that Christ was hu- 
manly qualified as well as divinely appointed. 

For a high priest, of a nature distinct from ■• 
the nature of man, would be repugnant with 
your experience and expectations, every high .. 
priest being participant of the flesh, being 
taken from among men, being accessible to the 
same measure of feeling with men, that is, with 
the ignorant and erring, and appointed for 
men, that is, for the ignorant and erring, (for 
ignorance and error is, at least under the old 
dispensation, inseparable from human nature,) 
every high priest, I say, is appointed for men, 
that for them, in matters relating to God, he 
may oiler gifls and sacrifices for sins, to save 
them from the condemnation of the law. God, 
on the one hand, and the people on the other, 
are the original agents in the salvation of the 
Jew. The high priest, absolving the people, 
and offering their gifts and sacrifices, is a me> 
diator or representative of both parties, and 
salvation being the result of what is represent- 
ed in him, viz. the goodness of God in the 



pmDounoed by tlie higli 
§■0^ ami tibe vHmdaeooe of the people in their 
^t^ aad sMxifices offered by the high priest, 
ifcrli^fa priest is mediately the cause €^ their 
^Ti^ion, that is, of salvation to all those who 
obey him as God's represeotative, to all those 
who bring the gills and sacrifices which he will 
consent to ofiTer, the gifts and sacrifices, of tlie 
full efficacy of which he gives them a living 
assurance in his own acceptance as righteous 
before God : he is taken from among men to 
exercise bis office before God for the ignorant 
and erring, in order that, being as a man igno- 
rant and erring himself, and yet, through the 
appointed means, in favor with God, the igno- 
rant and erring, seeing in him the efficacy of 
the appointed sanctification, may trust for, and 
partake an equal efficacy upon themselves. 

On this account, to produce this consolatory .. 
persuasion among the people, it is necessary 
lor him to make as it were an open display or 
profession, how precisely he is embarked with 
them upon the same bottom, and with the 
same hope : it is necessary for him as for the 
people so likewise for himself, to offer sacrifice 
tor sin. And no one taketh this honorable .. 
uftive upon himself, but he that is called by 
Ciod, even as Aaron was called. 

Thus far have I set forth in detail, what your 
I Mtional experience teaches you to expect in a 
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high priest, and I maintain that Christ, who is 
heir of all the promises does fully meet and 
satisfy such expectation. 

No one taketh upon himself to be a high 
priest unless he be called by God, even as 
Aaron was called. So Christ likewise glorified ,, 
not himself to be made a high priest, but he 
who said to him, " thou art my eon, I have 
this day begotten thee." In another place he., 
speaks to the same effect, " thou art an ever- 
lasting priest, of the order of Melehisedec." 

Thu8 was Christ called by authority, in con- 
formity with your expectation on this point, to 
his office; and as I have proved, he fully meets 
you on the other point of your expectation, 
I mean his humanity. For* in the days of his ,, 
flesh, though a son, he learned obedience from 
what he suffered deprecating — -like us ignorant 
and erring mortals, with the utmost urgency of 
prayer to him, who was able to save him from 
death, deprecating — even with powerful excla- 
mations and tears — impending death ; and being 
heard — for nothing that ever fell from his lips 
fell unheeded by his heavenly Father — but 
beard from his anxious piety, that is, heard, not 

* " For he" insteail gf " who," the eHect I think is tbe sune, and 
the meaning much clearer : I have in sevej^ other pusoges adopted 
■ umilar change of fonn fur the sake uf perepicuitv, where it seemed 
to carrv nrith it no materiat sacrifice of Ibe sense. 
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to the intended effect of his anxious piety, 
heard to a very different effect from those hu- 
man, natural, and right prayers of fear, which 
human weakness poured forth to him who was 
able to save him : he learned, I repeat, from 
what he suffered, obedience to his Father, or 
became ex peri men tally acquainted with the 
possibility, as well as the difficulty of obedience 
to God from personal experience, from actually, 
in spite ofhis prayers, suffering death. And thus ■■ 
being made perfect, perfect as a representative 
of human obedience, he became, in a corres- 
ponding sense with that in which the same 
expression is applicable to your high priest, a 
cause of salvation to all those who obey him, 
that is, to all who bring to God the only gifts 
and sacrifices which he will consent to offer, 
the only gifts and sacri6ces of which his con- 
duct and deatii are the type and model, and of 
the efficacy of which his glorification or accep- 
tance as righteous before God are our perfect 
assurance. He became a cause of salvation to 
the faithful, perfected by his sufferings in his 
representative character of man, already by 
prophetic designation perfect in his representa- 
tive character of God, having been declared or 
announced by God a high priest after the order 
of Melchisedec.* 
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Ab a man he has shown us what we can do. 
and what we ought to do ; as a man he has 
shown us the way to become pure in the eyes 
of God, having exhibited the only sacrifice for 
sin which God will accept, namely, tlie sacri- 
fice of an unimpeachable fidelity ; he has be- 
come to us in effect an everlasting high priest, 
he has for ever abolished the use or necessity of 
an interventional high priest ; we are reconciled, 
we are pure, we are accepted as righteous, if 
faithfully, and so long as we continue faithfully, 
pledged to be one in spirit with him. 

He is made a high priest, not by a carnal 
commandment, but by the power or effect of 
an endless life, by the inference, inseparable 



connstencr to a very intriciUi pwnge, uid I think I have eucceed- 
ed. Certainly mj own mlnii is perfectly tatisfied. But I must warn 
the readier thnt here I hare been availinj; nivaelf Freelv of my char- 
auler as on illustrator. lUuitrative matter 1 contider myself tt 
liberty to apply whertver tbi-re is ubsciiritj, and the only restrains 
I put upon myself in the use uf sucli matter, is to lake can- Ui^t it be 
never inconsistent with any part of the npoKtle's writinj^. Though 
the doseat inreatigation will not, I think, discover that I have bere 
omitted, or slurred over, any thing j or been wanting in an indus- 
trious and ansious scrupulousneaa to give full wci^t to every word 
in the original ; yet I must caution the unlearned reader, that some 
of the illustrative matter will not be found in the original text. Tbe 
same obwrvation it will be said applies to the greater part of this 
book, — granted : but in no part of this book does the imjwrtance of 
this suliject call upon me more seriously to put my reader upon his 
guard, and to warn him that in every part of this book I write under 
■ deep sense of my own liability to error, and that he must receive 
my illustratiomi with all the caution due to such important sutgecta. 
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I tf'wi^ priot flAv the «dfraf Milifciwilfr; 
I ht Wmk amcd. wIm b of a tnbc «f wUdi 

0w akar, wboae minwieri iig tbereftn; la tbeie 

h nothing in the taw to shadow fivth its far~ 
ma) reality, comiits Dot in formal act. as if he 
ftallj had exercised, or does exerdse the office 
I 9t a high pfieft, but in spiritual e^ct, he hav- 
ing proved in his own person, that man has 
all the advantages freely given him, which the 
Jews have hitherto obtained through the inter- 
vention of a high priest, and that the office there- 
fore of high priest is useless; the faithful, those 
who (iiithfully follow him, being accepted as 
rigiiteoiis, without the necessity of any interven- 
tioriiit courHf, there being none such which 
Christ could iictiuilly celebrate not being of the 
Lrvitictil tribe, uud therefore none such slia- 
dowL-d forth for liini by the forms of the law. 
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All this respecting the spiritual meaning of 
Christ's high priesthood I should forbear to 
press upon you in this place, for your opin- 
ions respecting a carnal priesthood and carnal 
purifications, are what I have here been taking 
most pains to meet and satisfy. Concerning - 
Christ, as our priest after the order of Melchise- 
dec, there is much to say, which in its plain 
and full explanation to your understandings 
would be difficult or offensive, slow as you are 
to catch the words of a doctrine repugnant 
with your habits of thinking. 

For,* when it might be expected, consider^ .. 
ing the lime you have professed to belong to 
the school of Christ, that you should be teach- 
ers ; you again stand in need that we teach 
you some things that are the commencing ele- 
ments of the word of God, (as if ye had no 
reason or understanding to qualify you for the 
exercise of that freedom of thought and judg- 

• "Vhv ten before yap and the xm before yfyoKiTi have in my COD" 
struftion a Dense BonicHbat aiiproachinf; U) the usuhI aiic; 'botll'fiv 
Uie first uu and ' and' for the swond. This note, cunsidering ho* 
■pkring 1 have been of notes, it may be thought might have been 
■pared ; but it is intended ae a hint to the reader, that in very 
many instances, where upon a cursory view he may think some par* 
tide, or apparently inaigniflcont word, has been entirely n^lected, he 
will generally upon a closer inspection find thai I have some how or 
other endeavoured to give it its full weight, or to iuduinnify it by 
! equivalent turu of the cnntiguoua phraseology. 
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ment. which constitutes a vital distinction be- 
tween the old and the new dispensations, as if 
yoii could bear only water or the simple words 
of God, like the Jews who were strictly bound 
by the lettCT", as if ye were not to be trusted 
with wine, or with that which impHes the 
judicious application of reason, to the simple 
elen>ent of the word,) and not only do ye stand 
in need of being taught again the first princi- 
ples of our religion, but even those principles 
must be selected to suit the weakness of your 
spiritual constitution, you are become such, that 
we find it i>eoessary to feed you with milk ; 
baling no manliness of mind, you cannot di- 
gest what is solid ; when we open to you the 
dew aitd full explication of what we mean in 
callinj; Christ our high priest, we are upon a 
subfect which it is vefy difiicult to make you 
understand, a subject from which your preju- 
dices n^viJt. 

Fiv all who partake of milk at the hand of.. 
our ministration are the inexperienced in the 
word of righteousness, the infants as it were, 
those to wIkhh we are forced to show that the 
new dispensation is not inconsistent with those 
written words of the law and the prophets, to 
which they hax^e be*n accustomed, whom we 
are forced to indulge eren with external forms 
and rvrcnioiiies, consistent willi their habits and 
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prejudice; in discoursing with whom our very 
language and arguments must savour of the 
letter and practice of the law to obtain access 
to their understandings. All those whom we 
are feeding with milk, with the only ftwd which 
they can bear, are such as comprehend not the 
word of righteousness, God's righteousness, that 
righteousness which has nothing to do with any 
thing done by them wlio serve at the altar, 
which wants not the aid of sacrifice, or the in- 
tervention of a high priest to recommend it to 
the favor of God. 

But for those who are grown up to manhood •• 
as followers of their perfected leader, for those 
who have acquired a firm habit of mind, who 
are perfectly %veaned from prejudices, whose 
perceptions are cleared and disincumbed for 
action, whose minds are fitted to discern be* 
tween good and evil, for them we have solid 
food. 

Wherefore leaving that word of Christ, that •• 
manner of proclaiming the blessed message of 
God, which Christ brought from his Father, 
that cautious leaning to, and compliance with 
the habits of an infatuated people, which was 
adopted at first, when Christ judged it expedi- 
ent to look to your nation chiefly, and to make 
admission to the blessings of the new dispen- 
sation, answer to, or conform ^vith the custoais 
Z 4 
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and ideas of a people, who bad lived all their 
liven under the old. a mannef of teaching 
which utiisisted of obhitions. and laying on of 
bands, forms taken from the cemnonials of the 
law, to meet your ideas and conciliate your 
•nti{>utliicH, while you retained an affectionate 
tttDchnient to tlie expiring dispensation, forms 
which it was expedient to adopt as a foundation 
or beginning in order to prepare you to sus- 
tain the superstructure intended to be raised, — 
Waving tliese things let us be carried forwards 
to tlie cimsuniniation of our work. Let us 
I , not bv i>ccupicd in again laying a foundation, 
Uiuking u second preparation for the super- 
»trucl»irt'.* 

TW soiM'rstructure is repentance from dead 
W^vkiji, and faitbfubiess to God — on the part of 
UMiit ugniHeil in those ceremonials : a raising 
up W the faithful from deuth.f and an eternal 

' rW VilK«ii MaiitiKTilil hu Us;^, ind if I may be allownl 
^ W Uk'IiivW JMiMfu* U*x* rt^i^» Ti X»f** "> ■ pBi«nlhesi», the 
[ |ijr-Tf *Ltl tmr ihc oMMrvirtioii I giv« it, nthkliigrees w well villi 
[ tlw "Ultltvl «n.l ouilmt, Hm I fluinot plvnti uprai mvself lo admit 
I iny vtkM. <ltw> >>tii«vtiun i> tk pnutton of xhr words in the porcD. 

W> )VMtHr tht.* wvtt tkrun into that inaitiuu tti mark the iliAtiac- 
tU<M ahh'tl I tta>v inaiW bW«iwa tiw wonb tbat prw.'ceil. and Ibe 
•■ivk ItMt fuHxir ihrm. 

* fU* w\«(<UM* wl tvmimctlDM oT Uw UtUut roartilutinK thc- 
HlV>^t >4' IW^ tlJ>niP t.-wUHituJ la ikw upatHm, bj no mouii 
iMyU t>i*i ihvfv a n* mutnn-iwn uf Ihe unlUtUuL St. Paul in 
M* v^* ****• *■***■ '" •^'^ ^'- Bioam&M »wt properly re. 
fHlt tiv)^ tkM iMAlte «(ft HWUCtW^iW b«B ifcalk Luun nm4 aJuui. 



I 



HtB. CH. VI. V. 1,3,3. l,fl,fi. 

judgment or decree, by which the faithful are 
accepted as righteous — on the part of God, 
signified also in the same initiatory ceremoniats, 
which ceremonials are but Levittcal shadows 
borrowed from the Levitical institutions, and 
voy significantly illustrative to the Jewish 
convert of that newness of life and fevor of 
God, which are the substance, reality or super- 
structure of the new dispensation. 

Let us then leave these foundations or begin- 
nings, and go on to raise and perfect the super- 
structure proposed. 

And this we will do if God permit, if God •• 
permit, I say ; for perhaps — now that for the 
time ye ought to be teachers — if ye are become 
faithless disciples, he may not permit. Christ 
said to the seventy, " whosoever shall not re- 
ceive you nor hear your words, shake off the 
dustof your feet:" "when they persecute you in 
this city flee you into another." When one 
city proves imworthy, it is my practice to go to 
another. Even Corinth, of which I have boast- 
ed as the seal and crown of my apostleship, 
when I had reason to doubt her fidelity I re- 
frained from visiting, and when the Jews at 
Antioch spoke against the things we said, con- 
tradicting and blaspheming, Barnabas and my- 
self said, "it was necessary that the word of 
God should first have been spoken to you, but. 
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F teeing ye put it from you, and judge your- 
[ adves uniTorthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn 
to the Gentiles, for so bath the Lord com- 
manded us," and wben we left the Jews of tliat 
city, we shook off the dust of our feet against 
tbem. This course pursued by us in our minis- 
try is accordant with the will of God. 

Willing therefore as I am to discourse to you 
freely and fully on tbe glad tidings with which 
I am commissioned, it must still depend upon 
yourselves, whether my wishes be permitted 
to take effect If ye are really fallen off from 
faithfulness, from newness of life, God may 
forbid me. At least it is certain he will never 
permit a renewal of those ceremonials in your 
favor, which were graciously conceded to the 
peculiar predicament of your nation : it is im- 
possible at this period of the church, that we 
by his permission should be employed about 
those initiatory forms. The church is now car- 
ried far above its foundation. The edifice itself 
consisting of change of life, and faithfulness on 
tbe part of man, acceptance and the gift of life 
on the part of God, must now engross our un- 
divided and grateful attention. 

You were, you know, pledged by baptism 
as new creatures, or made sons of light, as being 
one with him, who is that light which is come 
into tlie world ; and yuu Uistcd the blessedness 
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of those glad tidings of salvation, whi 
light liath opened up to you — you pledged 
yourselves to be, or were made, partakers of a' 
spirit of holiness, of that spirit which was in- 
Christ, and you tasted the good word of God, 
you tasted the happiness of knowing that you 
ha\e a father in heaven who loves you, you 
saw the miraculous manifestations of the spirit 
which, belonging to, or coming from a spiritual 
and future world, are an earnest of our immor- 
tality, and you tasted, you fed upon them in 
your heart with fidelity and love. 

These are the realities shadowed forth in the 
ceremonial of your baptism, the superstructure 
erected upon that foundation, and, if ye are 
fallen off from these, it is impossible that a 
ceremonial which was modelled with a particu- 
lar and indulgent view to your habits, opinions 
and recollections, but which has been converted 
by your faithlessness into a mockery and an 
insult upon him whose sufferings it commemo- 
rates, should be allowed to be again profaned. 
Indeed it is probable that God will not permit 
us to proclaim in any way his blessed embassage 
among such a people. " Give not," said Christ, 
" that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast 
your pearls before swine, lest they trample 
them under their feet and turn again and rend 
you." 
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But X trust ye hsre not ^en off We 
hope better things of you brethren. Let us 
go on then from ablutions, and laying on of 
hands, to that of which those initiatory offices 
are your foundation. Having risen above 
them, having passed from weakness to strength, 
elevated or the strong wings of faithfulness 
and truth, go on in your flight to immortality. 
If ye fall, we shall not be permitted, to tempt 
you to a second flight, to win you again from 
your prejudices, we shall not be permitted to 
repeat the allurements and compliances, which 
are fit only for the weak, the timid, and the 
inexperienced. VVe must not be employed 
by baptism, in again renewing you from the 
foundation with a view to the superstructure 
— repentance, or newness of life. Tliis would 
argue the insufficiency of what Christ has 
done, it would be to crucify again the son of 
God, it would he to him, the ungrateful return 
of making all his sufferings, and this were 
more painful to him than a second crucifixion, 
us far as you are concerned useless. 

We must not 1 say be thus employed. The 
object of those initiatory ceremonials is to 
introduce you to an influencing knowledge 
of Christ, to a practical assurance that God 
loves you; which assurance necessarily induces 
in a faithful heart sorrow for having done any 
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thing that displeases God — if having reached 
that assurance, having been fully convinced 
by the testimony of Christ's death into which 
you were baptized, that God loves you, if hav- 
ing reached this assurance you fall back, we 
must leave you. Those who prove themselves 
thus unworthy of God's favor, who judge 
themselves as it were to be unworthy of ever- 
lasting life we must leave to God. You who 
once enjoyed the light of heaven, and tasted 
the blessedness of breathing the wholesome 
air of truth, you who participated the pure 
spirit of holiness, tasted the good word of 
divine love descending like the dews of heaven, 
felt its invigorating power, upon whom the 
sun of hope shed its influence, if you, thus 
under every favorable circumstance, have droop- 
ed and fallen, there can be no principle of life 
within you, and like your devoted city, you 
are only fit to be cast into the fire. 

For the land which drinketh the rain that „ 
descends liberally upon it, the element as it 
were of vegetable life, like the waters of bap- 
ttsm, and bringeth forth tlie herb that is accep- 
table to those, for whose use, the husbandry of 
the labourer as well as the fructifying influences 
the heavens have been bestowed upon it, receives 
blessing from God, but that which produces „ 
thorns and brambles, is rejected us unprofitable, 
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'a turse awaits it ; its produce the tribute or 
return it makes to them for whom it has been 
cultivated is so far from acceptable, that it is 
consigned to the fire. 

But, brethren, though I speak thus, though I .. 
■point to the hopeless prospects of those who 
■halt or fall back on the road to perfection, 
though I name the curse that awaits the un- 
fruitful, I trust for a happier issue to your 
labours, and that you will ultimately, by God's 
favor receive the crown of salvation, I am 
'but endeavouring to bind up your courage, 
that you may prove equal to your existing or 
approaching trials, but I am confident of the 
result in your favor. 

For God will not suffer those who love him 
to be tempted beyond their strength, or if he 
■do, he himself will make a way for them to 
I escape. He is not unjust, he has not forgotten .. 
the love of him, the devotion to his honor 
which yon evinced by your services to the 
holy. 

But I much desire that every one of you ,, 
may earnestly persevere in the same faithful 
exhibition of love to the last, with that spirit 
■which belongs to, or is inspired by the ample 
sufficiency or plenitude of the hope, that is set 
before you, its ample sufliciency as an impel- 
ling motive to bear you through this sea of 
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persecution, with which you are now strug- 
gling. I earnestly desire that none of you may .. 
relax, but follow closely the steps of those, who 
through faithfulness and long-suffering, though 
despoiled perhaps of their earthly inheritances, 
are becoming inheritors of the promises. 

I point your attention to the certainty of 
the hope, that is set before you : God seems to 
have shown almost an anxiety, that this hope 
should be made unquestionable. For in making .. 
tlie promise to Abraham, since there was no 
greater by whom he could swear, he swore by 
himself. " By myself have I sworn," said the 
Lord, "for because thou hast done this thing, 
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in mul- 
tiplying I will multiply thy seed, as the star* 
of heaven, and as the sand, which is upon the 
sea shore, and thy seed shall inherit the cities 
of their enemies, and in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed, because thou 
hast obeyed my voice." 

And thus Abraham, having patiently and 
perseveringly waited upon God, enduring much 
more poignant anguish, than has yet perhaps 
befallen any of you, even the sacrifice of his son 
Isaac, and still trusting in God, though ordered 
to do an act, which should apparently blight 
all bis prospects, thus. 1 say, Abraham by his 
persevering endurance obtained the promise* 
even its confirmation by an oath. 
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And as there was no greater by whom God 
could swear, he swore by himself, for men ■■ 
■wear by a greater than themselves, and the 
oath for confirmation precludes all debate be- 
tween man and man. To which end, and wil- .. 
ling to aSbrd the most abundant demonstration 
to the inheritors of his promise, of the irrever- 
sible character of his determination, condescen- 
ding to their habits of thinking and acting, in 
order to impress their minds with the stronger 
conviction, he assured the inheritance with an 
oath, he concluded, in gracious conformity 
with human custom, all debate or controversy 
upon that subject by an oath. 

That we, accustomed as we are to such spe- ■• 
cies of confirmation, seeing God, so anxious 
as it were to obtain our confidence submit- 
ting to that end to what is so beneath his 
Majesty, having our doubts and fears dispel- 
led , even by God himself with the same 
solemnity as is customarily exacted between 
man and man, having not only the pledge of 
his word, but of his oath likewise, might 
evince a faithfulness in some degree correspond- 
ing with the condescension that has purchased 
it, that we, strong in the strength of two 
irreversible bonds, by which God in his un- 
paralleled condescension has precluded the 
possibiliiy of deception, might have an encou- 
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ragefnent and support equal to every emer- 
gency. 

That we might confidently take refuge in, .. 
and hold fast to the hope that lies before us. 
A hope, that is our anchor of life, a hope that 
is certain and firm, a hope that we contem- 
plate with the exultation of the Israelites of 
old when tiiey saw the arc of the covenant 
going into, or carried within the veil, a hope 
that is reserved for us in heaven, whither Jesus 
is gone for us as our precursor, to open up to 
us the way, and by his example and glorifica- 
tion to lead us on to glory, being in effect 
made an everlasting priest, after tlie order of 
Melchisedec, that is, having for ever done 
away with the necessity of any intervening 
priest, or sacrificial ceremony to recommend 
us to the favor of God. 

For we likewise, if we persevere unto the .. 
end, shall by Jesus Christ's faitiifulness, or by 
a faithfulness which we have learned of him, 
though like Christ not belonging to a tribe 
that ever gave attendance at the altar, obtain 
access behind tlie veil, even to that arc which 
contains the title deeds of our inheritance, 
the arc of God's truth, the arc which contains 
the promise and the oath of God : even we who 
faithfully follow our glorified precursor shall 
likewise be made priests and kings unto God. 
vol.. II. A A 
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I have expressed my strong desire that every .. 
one of you may persevere unto the last, exci- 
ting your zeal and confidence hy naming the 
high solemnity with which God has confirmed 
his promises ; and I have drawn your attention 
to him who has gone before you, who, as your 
precursor, is gone with favor into the presence 
of our God, being invested, without the inter- 
vention of any Levitical consecration, with all 
the privileges of a high priest. I exhort you 
to divest yourselves of your prejudices in favor 
of the forms, customs, and offices to which 
you Imvo been habituated, and to recognize 
HO sanctiKcatiun but that of repentance and 
liiithfnincss to God, and no high priest but 
hiiii who is risen from the dead, and in whom 
you h«vt> seen accomplished God's eternal judg- 
nu^nt or decree, by which he has pronounced 
ri{ihltx>iis, or as acquitted from condemnation, 
hII lhi»$e who love him. I exhort you to place 
fiilt itmlidence in such a high priest, who in 
dignity and value is far above the successors of 
Aartti), to whom you still adhere with a na- 
tional partiality. 

For he nnnains a high priest for ever : he is 

KS Meli'hisedec, who was king of Salem and 

priest of the most high God. who met Abra- 

I luun rvtuniing from the slaughter of the kings 

»tKl hl<-«sn] him: to whom moreover Abraham .. 
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apportioned a tenth of all Iiis spoil ; wliose 
name, by interpretation, signifieth king of 
righteousness, who also had the additional title 
of king of Salem, which signifieth king of 
peace: who was without father, without mo-., 
ther, without genealogy, having neither be- 
ginning of days, nor end of life, but who was 
in all these respects likened to the son of God, 
whom in the prophetic and allegorical appli- 
cation of the account history has left of him 
he is made to typify ; for the son of God is 
son by unity or similarity of spirit, and entierty 
of affection ; as son of God, he can have neither 
father nor mother, nor genealogy, nor begin- 
ning, nor ending of life ; the commencement 
of his existence as son dates, (if such an ex- 
pression were possible,) from God's decree of 
acceptance in favor of all wiio love him, which 
decree is from everlasting ; he can have neither 
beginning nor ending of days, according to our 
conception of birth and death. Christ, a high 
priest after the order of Melchisedec, the son 
of God, to whom Melchisedec was made like 
by prophetic application of the historical record 
respecting him, has a priesthood to the perpetu. 
ity of which the mortality of human nature 
forms no obstacle. He is distinguished infi- 
nitely above Aaron, whose genealogical succes- 
sors you reverence so superstitiously ; be ts 

A A 2 
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^adngmsiied hw aS Ae partiealaurs just enu* 
■Kntedy wbieh raise 1dm fiv above TOur nm* 
aoui priest^ aod whiek — nbcicas Aej are 
•nnBaniT of a tesBpoffarr — potnt to him as of 



Yob rest upon the prrril^e of the sons of 
Leri to take tithe of the people, yoa consider 
that priTiIease a stamfimr and unanswerable tes- 

But behold what a testin«ony Mdchisedec .. 
had. Behold how great he was to whom Abra* 
ham the patriarch, besides paring him the 
deierenoe of reoeiTing his blessing, aflbrded 
the testimony of his greatness you so highly 
estimate, giving him the tithe of the spoils. 

And they, yoo continue to object, the nation- • • 
al priests^ hraig of the sons of Levi, receiving 
the office of attendance at the altar, are author* 
ized legally to take tithe of the people, that is, 
(and herein lies the point of your argument) 
to take tithe of their brethren, even though 
they are the issue or descendants irom the 
loins of Abraham. 

But Melchisedec, deriving no genealogical •• 
qualifications from among them, from any of 
the Levitical pedigrees, but deriving at once 
his privilege from God himself, took tithe of a 
much greater than the brethren of the Levites, 
than the descendants of Abraham, he took 
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tithe of Abralmm himseir, und he blessed liim 
that had tlie promises, and witliout dispute the -. 
less is blessed of ttie greater. 

And here, that \s, in this priesthood which .. 
you would still uphold, men receive tithes who 
die, but there, tliat is, in the instance of Mel- 
chisedec, he received titlie of wliom it is attes- 
ted that he lives.* 

And, (if I may be allowed so bold a figure -. 
of speech.) Levi himself who received tithes 
of the people, of his brethren, of the descen- 
. dants of Abraham, was through Abraham sub- 
jected to the payment of tithe, as being in the .. 
loins of Abraham when JMelchisedec met him. 

You contend that tlie people are perfectly 
sanctified by the Levitical priesthood. 

If then the perfect comnmnicution of riglite- .. 
ousness is throiigli the Levitical priesthood, 
{for it was with a view to such consummation 
that the people had the law imposed upon 
them,) if such consummation is through the 
Levitical priesthood which was of the order of 



■ Thtne rannot be ■ doubt, I thbk, that Uiere wu Mnie fuUer 
•ccount of MeU'hiseilec, mil perhaps some further proplieUc aiUpta- 
lion of his history to which St. Paul referred, than what we find 
in the canon of holv irrit, eumcthitij; like the story of Jonnei and 
Janbres, well known and of higli authority amonj; the Jews. St. 
Paul in another place refers to what is supposed to hare been a 
hymn, sung by the early christians, and be evi'D tiuoles from a 
hcBthcD piwl ill uiorv iiiutcB Ihnn one. 
A A. S 
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Aaron, what necessity for appointing another 
priest to be named of the order of Melchisedec, 
and not of the order of Aaron ? If the first 
priesthood of the order of Aaron effected that 
perfect sanctification of the people, which you 
will acknowledge is necessary for their aocep* 
tance with God, to transfer that priesthood 
were an injustice of which the G^ of all this 
world is incapable. It is upon the incompe- 
tence of tliat priesthood to accomplish what was 
necessary to be accomplished, that the justice 
of a transfer is grounded. For a transfer of., 
the priesthood being made from necessity,* the 
transfer becomes also from law, that is, not 
cMily necessary, but also equitable, and the 
transfer has accordingly been made. 

That it has been made is obviously manifest,! 
for he, to whom the words of the spirit apply, 
** I have made thee a priest after the order of 
Melchisedec," is a member of another tribe 



* With thu construction, in whidi all the Ubertj I am aware of 
taking is the abliteration of the comma before e| caayKftr ; yo^juur not 
being leferrable to the Jewish law, but rather to general equity, is 
without the article, the f/nloQuna should have the article with mj 
construction, hut so phould wfiw with the common construction, 
therefore as in either case strict rule must be departed from, the 
subject and context should be our guides. 

't' I consider the rpo^nXoy of the 14th verse as understood before 
1^ M r«f, or rather the sense to be much the same as if the Uth 
verse had preceded the 13th. 
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than that of Levi ; of a tribe from wliieli no 
man officially attended at tlie altar. And our .. 
Lord has sprung from the tribe of Judali, to 
which tribe Moses said notliing respecting 
priesthood, that is gave no authority to attend 
officially at the altar. And it is yet more iin- .. 
questionably manifest if you contemplate him 
as a priest that lias arisen similar to Melchise- 
dec, who was not a priest according to. or under .. 
sanction of a law of carnal injunction, that 
b, a law whose precept gave the priestliood a 
certain durability by annexing it to a carnal 
succession in a particular tribe, but who was 
a priest according to the power of a life indis- 
soluble, that is. a priest wiios^ title to the office 
was established, and the durability of the office 
provided for, by his declared investiture with 
immortality. 

The liability to death disqualifies the Leviti- 
cal descendants ; and Christ's resurrection from 
the dead points to him as alone competent 
to the priesthood of Melchisedec: for the spirit .. 
beareth witness to the eternity of the priest- 
hood of Melchisedec, the spirit beareth witness 
as thus, " thou art an eternal priest of the order 
of Melchisedec, or thou art an eternal priest 
as being a priest of the order of Melchisedec." 
There is then beyond all question a transfe- 
r rence of the priesthood, (for indeed, the prece- ■• 
A A 4 
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dent injunction as to a priesthood of a carnal 
succession in the Levitical tribe is put aside 
oo account of its weakness aiid inutility, its 
weakness inasmuch as it depended upon the 
pennaDency of the succession in a tribe liable 
to all the casualities and the corruptions of the 
fiesfa. its umtility inasmuch as it could never 
make the comers thereunto perfect, the law .• 
bavit^ completed nothing,) and thrre is an in- 
troduction of a better hope, which does every 
thing, a revelation of the love of God to man, 
fay which we draw near, by which we are en- 
couraged to draw near, not lo the priest as our 
iiilerventDT with an offended God, but to God 
himself: this revelation of the love of God to 
those who are of a faithful spirit does every 
thing, it perfectly sanctifies or purifies not the 
flesh, but the heart. 

Again, iitasmuch as be was appointed not .. 
without the sanction of God's oath, which 
sanction was never granted lo the Levitical 
priesthood, in so far we have an argument tliat 
he is a better hope, the ground of a belter hope 
to lis than the Levitical priests, that he was 
made to us a surety of a better covenant than 
they, since authority lias been given to him 
with so much more earnestness and solemnity 
by God, for they were made priests without 
Miy oath on the purt of God, but he with an 
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oath, by the spirit, tliat prophetically addres- 
sed liim. " Tlie Lord swear, and he will not 
repent, thou art an eternal priest of the order 
of ftlelchisedec." 

Again, with respect to them, there are many .. 
made priests in succession, as death is an im- 
pediment to their permanence, but with respect ,, 
to him, as lie remains for ever, he is invested 
with a priesthood that knows no succession. 

Whence it follows he is able to do, what the .. 
Levitical priests could not, being eternal, while 
they were only temporary; he is an eternal 
security to us of the favor of God, and is able 
to communicate to us, us who are by faithful- 
ness one with him, the most perfect and per* 
petual acceptability before God, he is able in 
the most perfect manner to save those, who 
approach God through him, that is, as mem- 
bers of him through faithfulness, he is able to 
do this, not as the Levitical priest, by formal 
and ceremonial intercessions which is a tran- 
sient act applicuble to the instant, and requir* 
ing a constant repetition, but by a far more 
effective and permanent species of intercession, 
namely, by in effect identifying with himself 
before God all the faithful as members of his 
body, by assuring the faithful, that they have 
direct access, and that for ever into the presence 
of their I'^athet and his Father which is in hea* 
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fioB the Lerhial pffiat ; ther oiortil, and aUe 
cahr to make a tianaent intercettion applica* 
Ue to the instaat^ he fifing lor ever* and in 
cfied making an interoeaioo for us that never 
inienBits^ or vhich is the same thing having 
given us a securitr. vhich cannot be question* 
ed, that the fiithfiiU hv God's eternal decree in 
their &vor aie so intimately, as to their eternal 
interests and the estimation in which they 
Stand with God, identified with Christ, as to 
have become like him sons of God, kings and 
priests unto God, and needing no further sancti* 
ficstion before hinu than that, with which true 
ftithfiilness, the fiuthfulness which was in the 
first bqpdtten, ainrtifies all the seed of Abra- 



\Vhat interoession with God can the fidthful 
have so effectual, as Christ perpetually seated 
in his piesenoe, to conform themsrlves with 
whose image they have given to God the most 
aokmn pledge ; for such a high priest sheds a 
beauty and a gloiT upon us, even in the pre- 
sence of God ; such a high priest, whom we 
are pledged to imitate even unto death if re- 
quired, sudi a high priest thus interaeding for 
us^ thus in effect making us <Hir own interoes* 
sors^ becomes us, is honorahle to us ; for so in- 
timaldy by the goodness of God are the fiuth* 
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ful identified with Christ, that his honor is 
our's, and our honor is his. 

It becomes us then, I say, it is honorable to 
us as members of him, to have such a high 
priest, holy, without sin, without spot, from 
whom the whole body of sinners stands sepa- 
rate and as siimers incapable of membership, 
who is made higher than the heavens : such a 
high priest is honorable to us, seeing he ac- 
knowledges us as his members, and assures us 
of our future exaltation up to that place, whi- 
ther as our high priest lie is gone before us; 
such a high priest who has no need like the .. 
high priests of the law to offer daily sacrifices, 
first for his own, and afterwards for the sins of 
the people, for this he did once, so as never to 
need repetition, for us in effect, and for him- 
self in form as well as effect, when he offered 
himself on the cross. 

For ns, I say, in effect ; for all men of every 
nation and family and age who love God: God 
having in consideration of his own good>will 
to man graciously engaged to consider all such 
as one with Christ, that is. to impute all his 
actions, and consequently his death to them, 
and all tlieir actions to him, in so far as they 
live and act in that spirit of faithfulness in 
which he lived and acted. 

It was proper or necessary for us, who are not 
a particular nation, or the faithful of a particu- 
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Iw age, and who are accepted as identified with 
oorhigh priest, as li;iYi]}g our faitliful love tu 
God represented in him, to have such a high 
priest; and a transfer of the priesthood to meet 
the propriety or necessity of the case, has ac- 
cordingly taken place, for the law constituted ■■ 
men high priests, who were weak or mortal, 
and therefore imperfect as a never-failing me- 
dium of access to God's favor, as a constant 
representative of the faithfulness of the faith- 
ful of all times and all nutions, hut the oath of 
GimI, which was given after the law, constitu- 
ted as our high priest the son perfected as a 
medium of access to God's favor and represen- 
tative of the faitlifuhiess of the faithful, not ^ 
hke the high priest of the law for himself < 
the people temporarily, but for ever. 

But the head, tliat which tinishes or com- ~ 
pietes all tliat has been said, is this ; not only 
iMve we such a high priest, so competent to 
tta* <\insunimation of our rigiiteousness, so 
ci>iup«'tent as a medium of access to the favor 
i>t' GimI at all times, as a representative of the 
Aitlhfulne&s of the fmthful of all ages, but he 
f«l down at the rigiit hand of the throne of.. 
|Ih> Majesty in heaven- — a minister of the sanc- 
tuary, that is. a high priest ministering in the 
immettiatc prcwncc of God, — and a minister of 
true tubentacle which the Lord pitched. 
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which himself pitched, viz, the churcli — the 
faithful of every age and country, united with 
him by one spirit, built up into him, and con- 
stituting the only true and universal tabernacle 
of God of whicli Christ is the high priest. 
That he sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven, to minister as our high 
priest in tlie immediate presence of God, the 
high priest of the true tabernacle, viz. that 
which is open to all who love God, and not 
merely to a single privileged nation, is as it 
were the finishing capital to the pillar of truth ; 
without which, all were imperfect. 

For every high priest on the earth has his .. 
appointment for the purpose of offering gifts 
and sacrifices ; whence if this our high priest 
is not gone up into heaven, it is necessary 
that he also have something to offer ; — it is 
true, that he did offer himself on the cross, but 
his high priesthood had not commenced then, 
it was when he entered as our precursor into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven, it was then, and not before 
that he became a high priest after the order of 
Melchisedec. If then, I say, this our high .. 
priest be not gone up into heaven, it is neces- 
sary that he have something to offer For if he 
were on earth, and had not something to offer 
he would not be a priest ; the priests being the 
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offerers of gifts and sacrifices according to the 
law, and the servitors of that tabernacle and .. 
sanctuary which were a shadow and represen- 
tative exhihition of the heavenly or true taber- 
nacle and sanctuary, according to the direction 
Moses received from the spirit, when about to 
accomplish the building of the tabernacle, for, 
"see," said the spirit to him, "thai you make 
every thing according to the model shown to 
you upon the mountain." 

If our high priest were on earth, he would 
not he a priest, for he offers not gifts and sacri- 
fices, like them, who served the tabernacle and 
sanctuary which were shadows, his ministry not 
being of the old covenant ; but now that he is _ 
in heaven, he has obtained a ministry much 
more excellent than that, inasmuch as being an 
intervening assurer to the faithful of the new, 
as the priests were of the old covenant, he is 
an assurer of a covenant, that is better in itself, 
and tliat grounds its obligation upon better or 
stronger promises, viz. promises solemnly rati- 
fied upon oath. 

I venture to depreciate the relative value of.. 
the first covenant, for if that had been blame- 
less, its subversion, or a place for a second cove- 
nant would not have been sought. But a place 
for a second covenant was sought. 

For in the language of reprobation, the spi- ■■ 
rit says to them who were under the old cove- 
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nant, behold the days are coming, sailh the 
Lord, when I will complete a new covenant 
upon the house of Israel, and upon the house 
of Judah ; that is, the house of Levi, and the 
house of Aaron shall not as heretofore exclu- 
sively be the bearers of my covenant, but I 
will lay it complete and efficient upon all the 
tribes, upon every one of the faithful, that all, 
being members of Christ the universal high 
priest, shall witliout the intervention of a vica- 
nous priesthood, themselves take, and to them- 
selves apply the benefit of that covenant. I 
will complete my covenant, not upon the I^evi- 
tical priesthood, but upon all Israel, upon the 
house of Jacob and the house Judah. A co- ., 
Tenant, not like that which I made for their 
fathers, in the day when I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Kgypt, 
for they remained not faitliful to that covenant, 
and I disdained them, says the Lord, I wUl 
make a better covenant, a covenant to which 
they shall he faithful. 

For as to this covenant, wliich I will cove- .. 
nant with tlie house of Israel after those day?, 
saith the Lord, giving my laws to their reason 
or understanding, I will write them even upon 
their hearts; so gracious will I be to Israel, that 
my laws shall be rooted in their afTection^— 
and I, (for there shall be no mediator between 
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a^ like Moses, or after him like the Levitical 
fne^dtood, but direct shall be the relation 
betw een me and tbem.) I will be to them a 
God. and they shall be to me a people, and .. 
they shall not teach every man his neighbour, 
aad every man his brother, saying, know the 
LorU* for all ifaall know me from the little to 
ibe great among them. My new covenant 
itaXl not be like that on the day of my leading 
tliem out fnxn the land of Egypt — for I will ■• 
be merciful to their iniquities, and I will no 
ttore remember tb^ sins, and their transgres- 
I nons of the law. 

In saying that be would make a new cove- ,. 
I- nant, he in eRect has pronounced the first to 
be old, but that which has been pronounced 
' tdd, necessarily verges upon its dissolution or 
disappearance. 

You still fondly reverence the temple or •- 
tabernacle made with hands, and consider that 
the offices performed therein, and the daily at- 
tendance of the Levitical priesthood, are a 
living testimony of the perfect sanctification of 
the pet^ple through the tabernacle. I will grant 
then to you, that the first tabernacle, (which I 
now contend is superseded by the second tem- 
ple, or Christ's body, or, which is the same 
thing, the faithful who by baptism are become 
one with that body,) had its ordinances of wor- 



silip, and* as to holiness or sanctiHcation, that 
it had an earthly apparatus adapted to those 
who are earthly. 

For it was furnished, that which was before , 
the second veil, and which is called holy, with 
the candlestick and the table, and the bread 
set forth to view ; and that which was behind . 
the second veil, and called the holy of holy. 
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* It will be obvioua that In thii very difUcuU paftc I neglect the 
comioB between ro and ri, and snbaud vtT», and then as to the 
aeiaea I give to to ayim and MojjMvn I «m very much at issue with 
every body else. But if any one can produce a veraion more suita- 
ble to the sutfject and context, more worthy of the apoatle, and 
which at the same time ahall have a. decided advantage over mine u 
to iU literal and grammatical conformity with the Greek, I shall 
thank him fur the correction. The obaervalion made here I shall 
be obliged to my reader if he will carry with him to very many 
passages of this botJi, as a skreen between me and the severity of 
criticism. This work is intended to prove to the most rigid ration- 
alist, that St Paul was a man of sense and genius, strictly rational 
and coiuiatent with himself in every thing that he wrote. If that 
intention be accomplished, or even if it be carried so &r forwards 
towards its acci>mplishment, as to induce and perliaps assist abler 
men Id succeed where I have liiiled, an incnlcuUble service hUI have 
been done to true leiigion ; and if there are hundreds, and I doubt 
not that there are hundreds of mistakes, i-ritics will be honorably, 
and to the author agreeably employed, in carefully, hut not angrily, 
asHSting him iu thnr correction. Any shaAs tipped with acrimony 
will be utterly thrown away. He mentis not that he is so strongly 
ftmied with the panoply of self-conceit, that they will pass by him 
like the idle wind ; but he means that, when there is so much to be 
dooe, coniessedly by all parties, to clear up the difficulties of St. Paul, 
■uid when the clearance of those difllculliea is an ol^ect of such im- 
messuralile importance, every thitig else is comparatively unimpor. 
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with the golden censer, and the ark of the •• 
covenant entirely covered over with gold, in 
which were the golden urn containing the 
manna, and Aaron's staff that budded, and the 
tablets of the covenant ; these were within the 
ark ; and the cherubim of glory were above it, .. 
overshadowing the hilastery or seat whence 
God communicated with his people. 

This was the furniture of the tabernacle, 
concerning which there is no occasion now to 
speak in detail : suffice it, that I grant the 
tabernacle to be furnished with these terrestrial 
paraphernalia for sanctification. I now pro- ■. 
ceed to the ordinances of worship. This fur- 
niture being disposed as I have slated, the 
Levitieal priesthood, with a view to the ordin- 
ances of worship, are in constant attendance to 
perform them. All the priests, without any 
limitation as to times or persons, enter into the 
first tabernacle, that whicli is before the second 
veil ; a proof, you say, of the freedom of access 
between God and his people, and of the suf- 
ficiency of the Levitieal system of sanctifica- 
tion : but, in proof that the sanctification of the 
people is not thereby perfected, I must re- 
mind you that into the second tabernacle, that 
is, the holy of holy, the high priest alone en- ^ 
ters, and that once a year, not without blood, 
which he offers for his own and the people's 
sins of ignorance. 
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The holy spirit thereby establishes this fkct, ■ 
viz. that the way of the holy has not yet been 
made manifest ; that all the people, notwith- 
standing the daily sacrifices, retain secret and 
unknown defilements, which are ever a bar to 
their admission into the holy of holy as perfect- 
ly sanctified, and which require to be annually 
acknowledged, but of which no complete or 
permanent expiation is effected, so long as the 
first tabernacle stands. This regulation is a „ 
parable, or allegorical illustration, by which the 
spirit signifies a fact or truth to the time in- 
stant, when gifts and sacrifices are offered by 
the worshipper, which cannot perfectly sancti- 
fy or clear his conscience from a sense of guilt. 
It is a parabolic notification, that the carnal or- .. 
dinances of worship, its gifl:s and sacrifices, con- 
sisting only in meats, and drinks, and diverse 
ablutions or baptisms, cannot be perfect direc- 
tions to that holiness which should lead into 
the holy of holy, into the presence of God, but 
are only temporary provisions awaiting the 
time of that perfect direction. 

But Christ, when he came, a high priest of., 
future good, entered into the holy of holy, 
through the better and more perfect tabernacle, 
or a rule of sanctification suitable to it; through 
the tabernacle which was not made with hands, 
that is, not through this building, but through 
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that of wbidi be said. " destroy this temple 
and I wiU build it up again in three days." 
AVIien Christ came, I repeat, he entered into 
Uie boly at holy, not through the old covenant .. 
n'stem of sanctificatioo attached to the old ta- 
befnade, not through the blood of goats and 
heiien, but through his own blood, thereby 
giving us tbe expected perfect direction to that 
holiness, which leads the faithful into the holy 
of boly. into the favor and presence of God. 

He entered in once, having found for him- 
adC and so pointed out to us, a redemption, or 
way into the fevor of God, unlike that of the 
Levitical high priest, which was imperfect or 
temporary', and required lo be annually renew- 
ed, but a redemption that is perfect and eter- 
nal, and which needs no repetition ; a redemp- 
tion whose efficiency was undeniably proved in 
his own person, and which therefore may safely 
be depended on by those who have pledged 
tliemselves to follow him for life or death. The 
fitithful, who have made such a pledge, may 
enjoy the blessedness of a perfect conviction 
that they are perfectly sanctified by that spirit 
of life, tliat spirit which is the spring of life 
before God, that spirit which was in Christ, 
vis. tbe spirit of faithfulness. So long as they 
are assured that they possess that spirit within 
them, so long may they feel assured of their 
perfect sanctiBcation in the sight of God. 
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You Iiave hitherto rested satisfied with the 
mere shadow of an assurance ; the hlood of 
goats and heifers, but I now propose to you, as 
a much better ground of security, the reality. .. 
For let it be granted, that the blood of bulls and 
goats, and the ashes of a heifer besprinkHng 
the polluted, sanctifies to the effect of the puri- 
fication of the flesh ; yet how much rather ,. 
shall the blood of Christ — who, not through 
blood considered in itself but as a test and 
proof of the spirit that was in him, who through 
the spirit of faithfulness, a spirit that is the 
spring of life unto God, an eternal spirit, has 
offered himself to God blameless — cleanse or 
clear your consciences, the consciences of those 
who are under the influence of the same spirit, 
that is, who are ready to follow him even unto 
death — for to such God graciously imputes that 
death — cleanse your consciences from dead 
works, that is, clear your mind from those 
deadly fears inspired by the consciousness of 
those works in ivhich you formerly walked ; 
God accepting the faithful as he accepts Christ, 
and imputing to them all tliey are pledged to. 

Mucli ratiier, I say, shall this purification of 
the conscience before God — for the pure in heart 
only shall see God — than the old covenant puri- 
fication, wliicli was only of the ftesli, give you 
confidence of access to, prepare and fit you to 
serve, the living God. 
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i an Koount of this, I mean his blood, be 
r of a new testament, a testament in 
k God Mjrs to the faithfiiU " I wilt be mer- 
I, and to their sins, and 
nber their legal transgres- 
B^** Be IB la assurer in order to give them 
Ueace of aoeeas » perfectly sanctified,~-an 
■cr to the t&ct. dat — a death having taken 
■; tke pmaky of an having been actually 
I hv kko, and pledged by the faithlbl, as a 
aod accepted satisiactioo for the transgres- 
« dwi were in the time <^ first covenant, (for 
I hf Ik* kv ■» cW knowledge of un, the first 
: iMving iM praeliee rather evidenced 
Mr AtMAti, or aatared pardon for, the 
. «Mi of tlie peofJe >— an assurer, 1 say, to the effect 
' &H)dHl, tbe great obstade to the 
■ of tlMW fmcoised iuheritance being 
, haviag ao more oousciousness oi sin, 
I iiDpttrity. or ooosciousDess of im- 
puritv. to disqualify them fiir the service of the 
h«in$ l.ktd, being ia &Gt the elect, being of 
them « bo love G*id. and who are therefore ac> 
cvMniii^ to God's eternal decree the elect, may 
rtctfive. enter upoa, or realize, the promise of 
their otcrual inberitauce, vii. Cod's favor n hich 
is Ult^ eternal. Christ to this effect is an assurer 
at' a new tnlaueiit. 

And this sort of aasurauee is in a manner 
CQOibnuablc with your oku ideas, which are 



1 

I, he .. I 



I 



HEfl. CH. IX. V. 15, JU, IT, 18. 

complied with, in respect to the old testament 
which you would still wish to uphold to the 
prejudice of the new, 1 here consider the law 
of Moses, which more correctly speaking comes 
under the denomination of a covenant, as a 
testament for the mere purpose of illustrating 
the attestation given by Christ to the new dis- 
pensation, because in the particulars I shall 
adduce respecting it, viz. the ceremonials by 
which it was authenticated, it partakes of the 
character of a testament. Christ then, I re- 
peat, on account of his death is an assurer of a 
new testament. For where a testament is .. 
pleaded* there is a necessity, at least as far as 
you are instructed by you own experience, of 
showing the testator's death. For a testament .. 
is established only upon the dead, upon the 
death of the testator, seeing that it has no force 
when the testator is living. Whence the first .. 
testament likewise, when it was newly made, in 
conformity with, and in condescension to, the 
habits and ways of thinking among your fore- 
fathers, had its initiation not without blood, a 
species of attestation, which, in allusion to the 
death of a testator, gives to every compact or 

* I mppuie on i.'Uipua of fipiTou afW JwdnKn, uid pi^rhnps beiiift 
a fbreaaic uid technical word in tbe simpler pnu'tiL-e of ancient juris, 
prudence, one term might serve, wheiv iii tbe present uiore cunipli- 
cated prucewn, two or tkree Ii>ve been nec««*anly inlroiluced. 
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deed the same irrevocability which death, legal- 
ly proved, gives to a will or testament. 

The first testament was not issued as by au- 
thority without this testimony of blood. For .. 
when he bad uttered every legal injunction of 
that testament to the people, Moses took the 
blood of the heifers and the goats, with water, 
and dipping scarlet wool and hissop into it, be 
sprinkled the book itself and all the people, 
saying, ibts is the blood or attestation of the - 
testament, which God has enjoined upon you; 
and in like manner he sprinkled with blood the ■■ 
tabernacle, and all the vessels pertaining to the 
litnctions administered in the tabernacle. 

In sprinkling the book, he gave assurance of 
authenticity to the testament it contained, ac- 
cording to the received notion of a testamental 
assunnoe, and in sprinkling the vessels, he gave 
%a assurance c^ their purification for holy pur- 
poses, which was the subject I was upon, but 
digrvEised. in order from tlie well known man- 
ner in which the Uw was auUieniicated, to 
illustrate tb« assurance or authentication given 
by the htood of Christ to the new testament of 
HKTcy with which be was charged. ] now re- 
turn to the subject of the assurance of purifica- 
tion, lulling shewn that, conformably with 
thoiM'- legal assuraiHYs so valued by you, the 
iww tcsUuuciit bs» likcKUie bct-n assured by 
Stood. 
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MoseH, I repeat, sprinkled the tabernacle and 
all tlie vessels of holy administration with 
blood; and almost every thing according to the ■• 
law is purified with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood according to the same la«', 
there is no absolute removal of sin or its pollu- 
tion. But the assurer of the new testament is .. 
in heaven, and therefore cannot purify by the 
sprinkling of blood, or by any earthly sacrifices. 
There is therefore a necessity to enlarge or 
deviate from the principle preserved under the 
law, there is a necessity that the models of 
that which is heavenly, the tabernacle and its 
furniture, which typified the church and the 
holy spirit that resides in it, should be purified 
as above stated, by blood, and that vicarious 
blood, but that tlie heavenly things themselves, 
namely, Christ and his members, or the whole 
body of the fiiithful, sliould be purified by bet- 
ter sacrifices than these. 

For Christ went not like the high priest, 
■when he goes for the people into the holy of 
holy made by the hands of man, into the holy 
typical of the true holy where such rites are 
observed as are suitable to man as a mere des- 
cendant of Adam, to a being whose impurity 
excludes iiim from the real, from any other 
than the symbolical presence of God : but 
Christ went into heaven itself, to appear now 
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for US, not before the symbols, but in the real 
presence, of God : for us, I say ; for so long as 
we are faithful to our pledge of unity with 
him, so long are we before Gk)d, beloved even 
as he is beloved, and requiring no interven- 
tional priest to bring us near to God. 

And he went, not like the high priest, as you 
contend he ought to do, who goes thither every 
year, with vicarious blood; always an inade- 
quate and imperfect service to the living God ; 
and therefore requiring a periodical renewal : 
but he went thither by his own blood, he suf* 
fered personally, he offiH^d himself as a man, 
be offered to God all that he possessed, and 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased, he 
proffered such an offering, as the God of purity 
could accept as a full and sufficient sacrifice, 
and such as should need no further repetition, 
but should gain him permanent admittance 
into the real presence of God, which the high 
priest never attained. 

He went not to offer repeated sacrifices, as a 
high priest admissible only to a momentary 
grace, a grace obtained through a vicarious 
sacrifice ; he went not to a holy of holy made 
with hands, where such offices, so momentary 
in their efficacy, and unspiritual in their nature 
are appropriate ; unspiritual, as consisting of acts 
not personal, but vicarious ; not proceeding from 
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within or natural, hut entirely external i 
artificial, mere work^ of the hand, perishable 
like the temple in which they are offered, not 
faithfulness of spirit, a service which is im- 
perishable as the everlasting church, imperisha- 
ble as the whole budy of the faithful, the body 
of Christ and his members, the temple in which 
it is offered. 

Had he entered the holy of holy that is not 
made with hands to perform offices suitable 
only to one made with hands, an artificial holy 
of holy, to perform vicarious sacrifices ; that is 
sacrifices in which the person sacrificing suffers 
nothing or has no actual participation in the 
act, but wherein all the suffering is undergone 
by another, as by bulls, and goats, and so forth, 
that is to perform sacrifices that are not natural 
but artificial, such sacrifices, having no essence 
naturally and independently of their positive 
injunction, would in their efficacy be limited 
by that injunction. Now the vicarious sacri- 
fices appendant to the holy of holy made with 
hands are by injunction and positive limitation 
temporary, and require repetition : if Ihereibre 
Christ went into the holy of holy not made 
with hands ; and by offering himself, offered a 
sacrifice precisely of the nature of those under 
the law, that is vicarious or artificial, and there- 
fore under the injunctions of the law of limited 
and temporary efiicacy, not only would it he 
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necessary, as you contend, that he should offer 
many such sacrifices, but, as he is high priest 
for all nations and all times, that he should 
often, even before the institution of the legal 
eacrifices, have offered them. 

If then it be contended, that Christ cannot 
safely supersede the Levitieal high priest by his 
oflfering himself, because the law required the 
frequent renewal of the high priests offering; 
and therefore that Christ should offer himself 
frequently to preserve his own, and the people's 
purification ; the obvious answer is that in hea- 
venly matters, in the ministry of a heavenly 
holy of holy not made with hands, it is neces- 
sary to deviate in some points, from a strict 
conformity, and that as Christ's death is accepted 
not merely for the existing and succeeding ge- 
nerations, but for all generations, your princi- .. 
pie would go much further then you intend, 
requiring a frequent repetition, not only in 
times future, but also in times past, even from 
the foundation of the world, of Christ's suffer- 
ings. 

He entered into the real holy of holy, name- 
ly heaver, by real suffering, by a personal sacri- 
fice, such sacrifice as purified the faithful, that 
is, all who are either pledged to it, or are influ- 
enced by the spirit of it, of all generations ; such 
u sacrifice as is perfect and final ; not to have to 
offer himself again, and often ; but now once for 
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all made manifest at the completion of tlie api 
pointed ages — as ttie lamb that was to take away 
tliesins of the world, slain from the foundation 
of the world for the purification of all nations 
and all times — to put away sin. not by a vicari- 
ous sacrifice, like the priest of the old dispen- 
sation, but by a personal suffering of death ; to 
put away, through the goodness of God, the 
sins of all the faithful, of all those who possess 
what alone was acceptable to God in Christ's 
death, the spirit of faithfulness evidenced in it ; 
God graciously considering all such as righte- 
ous the same as if they had actually suffered 
the death due to their sins. 

Here again is a reason why he should suffer 
only once. For in as far as a sentence lies - 
against men to die once; and after sentence, 
judgment or execution that is the infliction of 
death once regularly follows ; so Christ, (that .. 
each of the faithful by their pledge to be one 
with him, might in him suffer the sentence, or 
rather be redeemed through God's goodness 
from the sentence to which they are liable) was 
offered once, died once. Were he to be offered 
_ more then once, the offering would not answer 

■ to the one execution of the sentence that lies 

■ against man. JMan, as identified with Christ, 

■ would then die more than once — another absur- 
I dity springing from your position that Christ 
H as a high priest ought to die frequently. He 
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was once offered, died once, entered once into 
tlie holy of holy as our high priest, to offer up 
the sin offerings of many, that is, of all the 
fiiithful, all, who by the faithfulness of their 
spirit, through the goodness of God, have made 
the death of Christ their own, or their sin offer- 
ing : and as our high priest, he shall appear 
tmm heaven, from the second veil,* from the 
true holy of holy, without a sin offering, that 
ninnento of our mortality ; he shall appear to 
those who await him, no longer as the bearer 
of their sin offerings, their minister unto con- 
demnation and deatli ; but as their Saviour 
unto life everlasting. 

You roust not object, that all this does not .. 
«ufliciently c\>rrespond with the law, for the 
Uw, able to shadow forth a future good, but 
nvU to exhibit the perfect and full image of the 
HNility. iMunely, of a purification that needs no 
rrpeltUitn. is never able, year after year, to sanc- 
tity perfectly, that is, make righteous them 
who jgQ up to the tabernacle by those sacrifices, 
which an.^ re^ieated continually : if it could, .. 
th^tse offerings would have ceased, as the wor- 

• In ■ (wrloiit |*s«f:r. ch. it. t. Ulh-, where Chriit is nid lo 
kk<r« |«|M^ ihnniKh ih* bMvrat it migtil perhaps biTe been tmu- 
U>«vl. or nttwT i»ra)itinwiU imukO throu^ the wcond veil. Ihtnugh 
tit* Rwir iwrtKNw*. w^h «« cuiuidcreJ >a represenling Ihe heavens. 
t«t« IW M;f tf Wjf. rt«* ta. i»lo the pracnre of Gud. 

1 AvoM !■«« MtCMfidMt to MT mmlatioa of hmftu here, lud 
UwwtkkbMBpntoad, tat p«rtMp* the pcrpoBtiM) n 
rounu Kir in oamitu. 
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sliippers, being once cleansed, that is, purifi- 
ed in their spirit as well as flesh, become in 
fact what the true members of Christ now are, 
would no longer have retained any conscious- 
ness of sin. But tiie repetition is an unanwer- 
able testimony to the inadequacy of such offer- 
ings as a perfect sanctification. 

For they include or imply an annual memo- ,, 
rial or record of sins, those vicarious exliibi- 
tions having never reached the heart, like the 
exhibition of Christ's personal fidelity, with a 
permanently purifying influence — for vicarious 
sacriflces can possess no such exciting influence, 
they can never touch the emulative, imitative 
principle of human nature, that which, when 
acted upon by the spectacle of pure unquesti- 
onable virtue, such as was exhibited on the 
cross, is capable of winnowing and purging the 
very floor of the heart. 

The blood of bulls and goats* is totally in- _^ 
effective to the purpose of taking away sin. 

* I cannot refrain from setting dawn here a ptswige from the pr»< 
phet Micah. referred to with iwiminihle propriety b^ >lr. Volpj-. 

" Wberewith sbill I come before Ibe Ix>rd, and haw mjaelfbefbre 
the high God ? Shall I come before him with burnt ufTeringa, with 
calres of h year old ? \ViIl ibe Lord he plenied with thnuundi of 
ranu, or with ten thousands of riven) of oil ? Shall I giit my fitit- 
barn far tuy trantgrtuion f The fruit qfmf ladgfor Uli tin q/'ny Hu/f" 

" He hath showed thee, oh man, what is good, onrf uAot dM IKt 
Lard Ttjmtt of thte, bul to do jubUt, and to lure xaenj, and to 
walk humbly with thj God ?" 

If I were asked for a summary of chrMianity, I would pteaent a 
picture of Jesui Christ, and the above [tusage from the prophet 
Uitah, with the smple addition of 'tore ORE ahothei.* 
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For the purpose of purification, the grear 
want of man was a perfect model for his iini- 
tatioUf an instance of a person encumbered with 
*11 the hinitations of human infirmity, yet 
doing the wilt of God perfectly ; and that want 
tssiuply supplied by Christ. God supplied him 
«ith a body, luade him in all respects a man 
Uke ourwlves. Therefore strictly applicable to ■■ 
lum aiv the words of the Psalmist, which were 
dv^cripttve of a character, the realization of 
vbicfa would be the most powerful means to 

■- tefonn the world, the very power of God to the 

I lalvfltion of the faithful 

He is represented by the Psalmist as saying 
oil coming into the world, that is, upon taking 
upon him the work assigned him : *' to a sacri> 
fice and to an offering thou wert averse, but 
thou madest for me a body adapted to the pur- 
pose of pleasing thee," that is, thou wilt not ac- 
cept of me the sacrifice of any otlier than myself. 
**Thou hadst no pleasure in holocausts, and sin -- 
oflTtTings. Then said I, (these are the words 
that are written in the roll of the book as ap- 
plicable to myself,) then said I, behold I come, 
oh God, to do thy will." 

He says in the above passage. "Thou art ■• 
averse to, and hast no pleasure in a sacrifice, 
aiul oflerilig, and whole burnt offerings, and 
sill oiTmngs" (which are the offerings that are 
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ofTered according to the law ) He then says in -• 
the same passage, "behold I come, oh God, to 
do thy will:" speaking thus he takes away the 
former in order to establish the latter. In the 
place of legal .■tacrifices he substitutes the will 
of God. 

Our sanctification, which under the old co- .. 
venant hung upon Levitical sacrifice is now re- 
ferred to the will of God as the source or cause 
and to the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once as the means, for the truly faithful are 
thereby excited to a spiritual and indissolu- 
ble fellowship with a character so nobly disin- 
terested, and the will of God is to remember 
their sins no more, to accept all such with re- 
spect to the condemnation of their past sins as 
acquitted, as righteous ; even as though they 
were the very members of Christ's crucified 
body, as though they had actually paid the 
penalty due to sin. 

Observe further, every priest stands daily „ 
ministering, waiting as it were to receive the 
offerings of the people that came up to the 
tabernacle, and often or continually offering 
the same sacrifices, sacrifices that are never able 
to take away entirely sins : but he, having of- .- 
feted one sacrifice for sin, sat down permanent- 
ly as our high priest at the right hand of God, 
in the real presence nf God. 
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It remains for liim to wait til) his enemies ■■ 
are placed under his feet. He waits like the 
priests who stand constantly to minister, be 
' waits as it were to receive the offerings of the 
; fliithful, and to accept the submission of the 
I tvbeUkms; he waits till those who are now his 
exdl«<l by what he did on earth, 
I Ihib with repentance, pledge them- 
} aitm ttt MIdw him even unto the death, till 
' tln^hgrmcki^nlge, through the mercy of God, 
; in eftcct members of his crucified 
Ijr. nuy be presented as having in spirit 
]iiud the penalty of sin, presented by him as 
their high priest and king, who is ever in the 
presence and favor of God, presented as per- 
fectly purified, true, and faithful subjects of his 
kingdom. 

For by one offering he has perfected a sane- -■ 
tification of the faithful, that shall be, like the 
perpetual attendance of the priesthood, perpe- 
tually available. 

And to this effect, viz. that Christ more .. 
than compensates the perpetual attendance of 
the priests, that the faithful are continually pu- 
rified without their intervention, the holy spirit 
bears witness to us. For, after having previ- 
ously said ; or used these words ; "this is the .. 
tt^tameul which 1 will make for them afler 
thoiac days :" the L<urd (says or) uses the follow- 
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ing expressions ; " giving ray laws upon their 
hearts," that is, making my laws the objects of 
their aflfections, " I will even write them upon 
their reason, and I will no more remember their ■• 
sins and their transgressions of the law." 

This is spoken of the faithful, those who, as 
pledged to the faithfulness of Christ, are con- 
sidered by God as members of his body, parti- 
cipators of his blood shed on the cross, and 
therefore as having in effect paid the penalty of 
sin. God's remembrance of the past sins of such 
persons is no more, but where there is an abso- .. 
lute removal or dismissal of these from God's 
remembrance, no offering for sin is applicable. 
Having therefore, brethren, liberty to enter the ., 
holy, a liberty grounding itself, as I have just 
stated, in the blood or death of Jesus — God 
graciously accepting us as having died in him, 
as having done all which we have in sincerity 
pledged ourselves to do — let us proceed to the 
way which Jesus has authoritatively sanctioned 
and opened to our use, the way of the new 
testament; a way or admittance that requires no 
new victim to sanction it, but which is continual- 
ly as if it had been recently purified by a recent 
sacrifice, by a continually attendant priesthood 
for the use of every faithful worshipper; a 
living way, a way leading unto- life, a way 
into the holy of holy, which Jesus has open- 
c c S 
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to US through the veil, that is, through bis 
■flesli — he opened the way through his flesh: 
had he not partaken of the infirmities of human 
nature, he Kiight perhaps have entered heaven 
for himself, but not as a high priest for us, his 
(entrance would in no degree have facilitated or 
I promoted our entrance — having, I repeat, such 
■ a way upon which all are encouraged to go, 
upon which, as pledged members of Christ's 
body, all the faithful have entered, and are con- 
sequently graciously considered by God as hav- 
ing in effect passed into his favor; and having.. 
a high priest over the house of God, which., 
house is the church, let us proceed to that way 
thus sanctioned, the way of the new testament, 
that which Jesus as the son of man trod, and 
opened to us through his participation of our 
common nature, the way, not of rites and cere- 
monies, hut of truth and faithfulness. I^et us .. 
proceed to that way, to faithfulness with a sin- 
cere heart, a heart true to its pledge, in the full 
persua.sion of the ample sufficiency of faithful- 
ness ; having our hearts sprinkled by the ful- 
ness of that persuasion, so as to be freed from 
an evil conscience, ftom apprehension of pun- 
ishment for our past sins ; having our bodies 
washed with that water of baptism, which is a 
holy and perfectly purifying pledge. 

Let us hold to, let us not swerve from our,, 
profession of the hope which is set before us. 
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tet US in fact be faithful, for he who hath given 
us this hope, he who hath promised is faithful. 

And let us not lose sight of one another in .. 
these times of difficulty, but let the spectacle 
of each other's trials sharpen or give animation 
and spirit to our love, and stimulate us to mu- 
tual good offices. Let us not with a spirit of „ 
faithlessness desert one another's meetings, as " 
some are in the habit of doing, hut let us en- 
courage one another by showing ourselves at 
each other's meetings, and let us do this so 
much the more as you see the Lord's day draw 
nigh, as you see symptoms of the approaching 
apostacy, for you know the apostacy must come 
before that day. 

I exhort you most earnestly no longer to en- 
deavor to compensate for conduct by ceremMiy, 
attach yourselves sincerely to that noble faith- 
fulness of conduct whicli constitutes the new 
way of Christ, and which alone can lead you 
through the veil of his flesh to the favor of 
God ; and discard for ever all dependence on 
priestly intervention. 

For after having received the knowledge of- 
the truth ; now that the way to God's favor by 
principle and conduct has been laid open to 
man ; if we err wilfully from that way, it is 
the extreme of absurdity to suppose, that, hav- 
ing refused to take the road opened to us by 
c c 3 
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the love of God, we shall be allowed 
that blessed point, his favor, the favor of him, 
whose directions we set at naught, by the o] 
Way that he has for ever closed upon US. 

•There is no more sin offering reserved 
sooth the consciences of them who still live 
under the dominion of sin. But they are left 
• naked and defenceless to the full fiereeness of 
that wrath which threatens to consume tbem. 
Nothing remains to them so long as they con- 
Unue the enemies of Christ, nothing, could the 
mist be taken from their eyes which hides the 
abyss beneath them, but a certain expectant 
horror of a judgment; and burning passions, 
such as envv, maUce, &c., which shall always. 
feed tike fire upon the enemies of Christ, 

I have told vou that Christ was as much si 
perior to Moses as the builder of the house is 
to the bouse he has built ; I have told you that 
MosM was a servant in the house of God, but 
that Christ was owner of the house, as the son 
of God. Now he that sets at naught the law ., 
of Mivses, dies without pity on the testimony 
of two or three witnesses: how mucli worse a ., 
punishment then shall he be thought to merit, 
think vou. who tramples upon the son of God, 
wIk» U so infinitely superior to Moses? Who 
d<«ms of no weight or importance the blood 

' TW jUmuMM *UI- I think, be founil id prrfect iccaiduic* ^ 
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of the testament of faithfulness and life, by 
which blood, that so gracious a testament was 
by a far better sprinkling than that with which 
Moses dedicated the book of the old testament 
to a particular nation, dedicated to our use, to 
the use of all nations ? And who insults the 
spirit of love which pervades the whole scheme 
of God's goodness developed in that testament ? ^ 
For we know him who said, " the vindication •• 
of justice belongs to me. retribution shall be 
ray work," says Lord, and again, " Lord will 
judge his people," that is, if they set at naught 
the law of Moses they shall die ; we know him 
who spoke thus, and if ye set at naught a dis- 
pensation which is of so much more gracious 
a character* and comes under so much higher 
a sanction, a dispensation, unhke that which 
brought the people, as the Jews to God 
through the medium of a shadow and symbol 
or, as the Greeks, through the medium of a 
dumb idol ; a dispensation which, through 
GU>d*s full and perfect image, and living repre- 
sentative, brings man directly into the presence 
of a living God ; if the Jews, I say, professing 
to live under an unreal, a shadowy, a symboli- 
cal presence, and the Gentiles under the blind 
terrors of a dumb idol, had so much reason to 
fear, what is your predicament, what should 
be your conduct, professing as you do, to live 
cc 4 
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under the immediate eye of a living G 
in Christ Jesus, who is at the right hand of 
God, of whom ye are pledged members, ye are 
as it were in the very presence of a living God, 
your life is hid with Oirist, your faithfulness 
adds to the grace in which he appears before his 
Father; and the grace in which he appears be- 
fore his Father, the favor and love with which 
Clod erabr»ces him, embraces you Hkewise, your 
righteousnes& is his continued glory, and your 
apo&tacy his repeated cnicifixJon. Thus by 
your own pledge, by your own act and deed 
have yoii placed yourself as it were under the 
direct judgment of a living God ; and if you . 
tuive despisetl his mercies, it is surely a fearful 
thing to tall into the tiands of a living God. I 
speak thus to arouse your courage, and to con- 
lirm vour fidelity under the persecution with 
which you are brsel. 

But let me excite you by former reminiscen- 
ces; remember how perseveringly, as enli^- 
tened by the example and words of Christ, you 
wrestled with suftering; remember how you 
were made a public spectacle struggling under 
reprtxich and afiliction, and how you communii. 
cated with, and assisted those who were 
treated. 

For so far from withdrawing yourselves, 
some are now in the habtl of doing, from the 
objects of perseculion, you even shared my 
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siiflFeriiigs when thrown into chains; you even 
exulted when despoiled of the means of sub- 
sistence, knowing that you had within you a 
better subsistence to depend upon, viz. the favor 
of God, that which is liid with Christ, that 
which is heavenly, and which remains un- 
touched under the spoliation of all that is earth- 
ly. Cast not then from you this noble spirit, ■ 
your contempt of fear in professing Christ ; 
such a spirit has in reserve a great recompense. 

I speak thus, for you liave need of fortitude • 
in the present emergency, that you may per- 
form the will of God, under the severest irials, 
and carry off the great recompense which is in 
reserve, the promise, that is God's favor, which 
18 life everlasting. Cast not from you, I repeat, 
your contempt of fear in professing Christ. 
For the time is as little as may be, and he that • 
is to come, will come, he will not delay. 

And when he comes, the righteous man, the •■ 
man who is accepted as righteous shall live, 
shall derive his claim to the inheritance of life 
under the new testament, not from burnt offer- 
ings and sin offerings, but from faithfulness, 
from having within him and acting upon that 
spirit which was in Christ. 

And if any man withhold himself in the .. 
existing conflict like a faithless renegade, my 
soul hath no pleasure in such a man, for we .. 
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are no renegades, that we should participate 
the destruction that impends over such and 
their devoted city ; but faithfulness, the rule 
of the new testament, is the way upon which 
we have entered, in order that the acquisition 
of the lot of our inheritance, life eternal, the 
promise of the new testament, may be the final 
issue of our journeyings through this wilder- 
ness of trial and tribulation. 

I have shown tiiat the ordinances and holy ■■ 
paraphernalia of the Judaical regimen could 
never perfect the righteousness of the people, 
I have shown that their sacrificial system was 
>o far from perfecting that righteousness that 
permanent acceptance before God that pro- 
mised inheritance which the descendants of 
Abraham hope for, that it rather indicated by 
the necessity of repetition that its own works 
were incomplete, and that something further 
of a more perfectly justifying efficacy was ex- 
pected, of which those works were not the 
substance, but only the shadow. But faithful- 
ness which I so earnestly, and by every argu- 
ment and inducement urge upon you at this 
crisis of trial, faithfulness or God's gracious 
dispensation of faithfulness, as revealed in Christ 
Jesus, is that very thing which was expected, 
it is not a shadow but a realization of things 
lliat were expected. I s;iy, of things that were 
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expected rather than of a thing, because the 
sacrificial works, &c., the shadows were roani- 
foid, and faithfulness as revealed in our great 
prototype, is not a single isolated virtue, but 
compounded of every thing that is great and 
good in the human character, every thing that 
takes its source from the love of God. Faith- 
fulness then, as superior to the works of the 
law, is a substance, while they are hut a sha- 
dow of things hoped for ; it is an argument 
also of things unseen, that is, an assertion and 
proof of the reality of those invisible qualities, 
of which the works of Judaism are but types, 
those laws of God which are included in God's 
covenant accordant with reason, and written 
upon the heart of the faithful, the laws of love, 
which, though newly opened or declared, are 
Co-existent perhaps with human nature, exis- 
ting so long as God has loved those that love 
him, in fact coeval with the decree of salva- 
tion to fidelity. For it was as faithful men, 
that our ancestors received testimony of their 
acceptance, notwithstanding the sentence of 
condemnation, which you think nothing hut 
circumcision, and the sacrificial ordinances ap- 
pendant thereto, can rescind, was recorded 
against them. 

I We cannot discern that under the law, or by 
its purifications, those permanent blessings pro- 
mised to Abraham and his seed have ever been 
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realized, but we do observe that the ag^-^ 
periods, or durations giveu to the promises, 
however disjoiiiU'd from or discordant with the 
Tv'ord of God they had hitherto appeared, were 
by the glorification of Jesus, and the promised 
identification of the faithful with him adjusted, 
or in their accomplishment made to unite or 
accord with God's language respecting them 
by faithfulness ; for the blessings as enjoyed by 
the children of Abraham through circumcision 
were temporary, but the blessings inherited by 
Abraham's children tlirough faithfulness as 
established in Christ the spiritual seed are co- 
extensive with the language of prophecy : we 
shall in vain look in the annals of the Jerusa- 
lem that now is, for the imperishable blessings 
that are attached not to sacrifices but to faith- 
fulness ; so that, when, under the system of 
burnt offerings and sin offerings there appeared 
not any sufficient fulfilment of the ages ; under 
the system of faithfulness, their full and com- 
plete fulfilment from being previously only 
hoped for and unseen, have become the objects 
of special and marked observation. 

By faithfulness Abel offered to God a sacri- .. 
fice more complete as a sacrifice or offering to 
God than that which Cain offered, through 
which, that is, through his faithfulness, not 
tliruiigli the mere external act, faithfulness bar- 
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ing mixed itself with the act, he received testi- 
mony of acceptance as righteous, God testi- 
fying his approval of his gifts. There was no- 
thing in the mere external act, to make the 
firsthng of the flock with the fat thereof, rather 
than the fruit of the ground earned by the 
sweat of man's brow, acceptable to him who is 
a spirit, and who would be worshipped in spirit 
and in truth. It was not then the external act, 
but the internal spirit, the faithfulness reigning 
in the bosom of Abel, that made his firstling, 
or any thing else he had chosen to offer to his 
heavenly' Father acceptable, it was the envious 
malignant temper, which deformed the charac- 
ter of Cain, that rendered any thing he might 
tender to God offensive and abominable in his 
sight ; and by the same faithfulness, though 
dead still he spoke,* so dear to God is the 
faithful Abel, that though silenced in death, 
fidelity hath a voice heard by him to whom 
vengence belongeth, his very blood speaks. 

By faithfulness Enoch was translated fi-om „ 
earth to heaven, that, notwithstanding the con- 
demnation which you say subjects all men to 
the suflfering of death, he saw not or suffered 
not death. And he was not found {these are 
the words of the history,) because God had 
translated him, for he had before received the 
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i as be bad tbe testimony of 
i God. we must conclude was a 
grateful wardier after his heavenly benefactor, 
like tbe faitile groand which, having received 
good aecd and, malting a foithfiil return, re- 
cehma blenng. 

It was br faithfulness that Xoah adopted the ■• 
fH^scribed means of preservation from the de- 
luge; being forewarned by God of the catastro- 
phe not yet visible, and religiously reverencing 
the God, who forewarned bim, he prepared and 
fitted up an ark to save his family. 

He had eominunicated God's warning to the 
generation then existing, but their barren hearts 
made no faithful return to this good sowing, 
they ate, drank, married, and were given in 
marriage till the fl<K>d came upon them. 
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From Noah alone did the oracle of ( 
meet with the return due for so awfully im- 
portant a communication, faithfuhiess ; an in- 
stant and scrupulous and diUgent obedience 
to the command of preparation, wliich such a 
communication implied, and which such a com- 
munication from the Creator to his creatures 
made peremptory upon all men, if they retained 
any faithfulness, any sense of the confidence, 
and reverence, due from the thing formed to 
him who formed it. 

By faithfulness therefore, being alone found 
faithful in the midst of a faithless and perverse 
generation, did Noah save his house; and, deaf 
as the world had proved to the warning of God. 
Noah's single faithfulness, was upon the faith- 
less, then constituting the world, even as Christ's 
faithfulness is now upon the faithless of all 
generations, a practical condemnation, and it 
was by his faithfulness, not by those burnt 
offerings and sin offerings, so indispensably 
necessary in your estimation to those who would 
inherit or be invested with God's righteousness, 
that is, with his acceptance as righteous, it 
was by his faithfulness that, without the inter- 
vention of the Levitical ceremonial, he was 
made heir of God's acceptance as righteous; 
an acceptance, which looks not to any sacrifice 
or offering made, but to the spirit of him who 
offers. 
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Tt was by faithfulness that Abraham, when . 
eallet! upon to depart for a place or country, 
which he should receive as an inheritance, re- 
verently obeyed and departed, not knowing 
whither he was going. 

Uy faithfulness, that is, in the spirit of re- •. 
vcrence to the will of his Maker and benefac- 
tor, a spirit, which never deserted him. he, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, who were inheritors of tlie 
l«n>e promise with him, sojourned in the land 
which was promised to him, as in a foreign 
land, inhabiting tents. Though the land was 
promised to him, and he wanted for neither 
courage nor military enterprize, yet he humbly 
abstained from seizing his inheritance by the 
arm of flesh. Knowing that a city founded 
in the strengtli of man, has no foundation, he „ 
waited for that city which should have a rea! 
foundutiun, and which should have God for 
its artifieer and builder. 

And by faithfulness even Sarah who was _ 
barren received strength to conceive seed, and 
brought forth even after the season of puberty 
or ehildbearing : since she esteemed him faith- 
ful, entertained habitually a profound reHance 
ujKtn him, who promised bhe should do so. 

It Is true, when tills extraordinary event was 
Kwurcd to her, both herself and husband being 

f ugei), it excited in each of them a smile 
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of surprise and incredulity, which argued at 
the moment a want of belief or of faith ; but 
faith and faithfulness are far from synonymous. 
They are faithful, whose spirit and conduct 
conform, under all circumstances, to the will or 
wishes of their Lord and Benefactor. Such per- 
sons may for the moment smile at any thing 
extraordinary and unaccountable, either in the 
commands or the favors of their Lord, but they 
will strictly obey the one, and gratefully accept 
the other. They are like the son, who first re- 
fused, but afterwards went and did the will of 
his father. Such was Moses, who.afterthe most 
urgent and gracious persuasions from God con- 
cluding with these words of extraordinary con- 
descension, " go, and I will be with thy mouthy 
and teach thee what thou shall say," answered. 
' oh, ray Lord, send I pray thee by the hand of 
him by whom thou wilt send :' and such were 
Abraham and Sarah. But the implicit Believer 
permits not himself, even for a moment, to see 
extraordinariness or unaccountableness in what 
is submitted to him by the person who has his 
confidence. If the conduct of such a one be not 
answerable to his faith, he is like the son who 
. said, ' I will go,' and went not. Such was not 
Abraham, nor Sarah, nor Moses, but such may 
be the Devils, who believe and tremble, but 
who nevertheless are incapable of faithfulness. 
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Wherefore, not only did Sarah receive strength ■• 
to conceive and bring forth a son, but also from 
one progenitor, and bim for the purpose of 
generation naturally dead, there sprung a race 
of men, in multitude like the stars of heaven, 
and like the sands upon the seashore, innura^- 
ab)e. 

All these, whom T have enumerated as heirs - 
of the promises, heirs of the promises through 
faithfulness, as forming with Christ and all the 
faithful the spiritual seed of Abraham, received 
not those promises in their accomplishment, 
but saw them as it were and hailed them in 
the distance ; and professing themselves to be 
strangers and foreigners upon the earth, died 
according to faithfulness, or steered their vessel 
into the haven of eternity, guided and support- 
ed, for they had no Levitical institutions to 
resort to, by the unerring and powerful impul- 
ses of a faithful spirit. 

For they who say such things, who profess ■■ 
themselves to be strangers and foreigners upon 
earth, who, by living in tents, practically pro- 
fess themselves to have no permanent settle- 
ment, evidently show that thev are in quest of 
a country; and had they been in faithless for- .. 
getfulness of God, who called them from their 
native land with the promise of a better inheri- 
tance, remembering or lingering after the land 
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from whence they came, there were not want- 
ing opportunities to return. 

But we see them earnestly seeking a better « 
country, that is, heaven ; therefore God dis- 
dains not to acknowledge them, to allow him- 
self to be called their God, for he prepared for 
them a city, and will accept them as his faith- 
ful people. 

By fuithfulness, that is, faithfulness having., 
mixed itself with the act, which act in itself 
were otherwise unnatural and atrocious, by the 
mo«t profound self-prostration to the will, and 
confidence notwithstanding apparent impossi- 
bilities and apparent cruelty in the truth 
and goodness of his Maker, Abraham, when 
subjected to such a trial, offered Isaac; he^ 
that with uplitted hands as it were received 
the promises, did offer Isaac, even the only 
begotten ; him who, with reference to those 
promises, was the only begotten. He did it to .. 
whom these words were uttered, " for in Isaac 
shall thy seed be called :" reasoning himself in- .. 
to the conviction that God was able to raise 
him even from death, whence indeed he figu- 
ratively received him ; God signifying by that 
transaction that the sons of Abraham, inheri- 
tors of the promise, are to inherit, not as sons 
of the flesh, but as sons of the resurrection. 

By taithfulness, that is. having been faithful .. 
to the God who blessed them and promised to 
una 
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iMt iMtiow, Isaac and Jacob 
f of Gait &vor. Tbey pro- 

- wo— erf riffrtaii Mew ii y upon their sons, 
vMeh witbmt SDcb favor they conld not have 
done. Tbe fcnner. with reference to futarity, 
MmkJ Jacob and Enu : and the tatter blessed 
aac^ of the sans of Joaeph when he was dying, 
and bowed tenMrif upon his bed's head. 

Bf &ttbfiaineis tbat is, never having lost . . 
Siiglrit Aoi^h ae p arat e d so long from the pro- 
mbed hod and occupied with the »l&irs and 
splendoura <rf' a mighty empire, of God's pro- 
mises to give that land to Israel, and in him to 
bless all tbe nations of tbe earth ; influenced 
by a faithful spirit to the God who had anoint. 
ed Israel as his chosen people ; influenced by 
this faithful spirit, Joseph wished to lay hia 
bones in that blessed land, and in the midst of 
that blessed people, and being at the point of 

. death, remembering that the sons of Israel 
were to go out of Egypt, he gave a charge re- 
specting his bones, that they should be buried 
in the land promised to his forefathers. 

By faithfulness the parents of Moses, when .. 
he was born, because they looked upon his 
beauty and loved him, faithful to their duty 
as parents, resolving to save him at all haz- 
ards, concealed him three months, fearless of 
the edict of the king, exhibiting the genuine 
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spirit of faithfulness, which thinks nut of dan< 
ger or difficulty when the sacred law of nature 
enjoins a duty. 

By faithfulness Moses, when as the adopted .. 
son of Pharoah's daughter he had become great, 
denied that he was her son, making choice .. 
rather to be ill-treated with the people of God 
than to retain the enjoyments of sin, which 
were open to the season of his life, and the op- 
portunities of his condition. 

Esteeming the contumely of Israel the an- .. 
ointed : esteeming the contumelious treatment, 
under which they were languishing, more to 
be coveted than the treasures of Egypt then 
within his reach ; a splendid temptation to 
human nature at the juncture both of age and 
condition to which Moses had arrived, and an 
unerring test to the character and quality of 
his faithfulness ; he turned his eyes from all 
these attractions to the recompense of faithful- 
ness. 

He knew that the God of his fathers existed, 
and that he rewards those who seek with an- 
xious solicitude the giver of all the blessings 
they enjoy, that he would suffer no man to do 
his anointed people permanent wrong, that he 
would reprove kings for their sake, and that he 
would suffer no one to touch his anointed, 
knowing all this, his faithful spirit rejected the 
D D 3 
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Egypt, fearless of . . 
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eubled to give ef- 
iD themselves were 
tbe fiitfa fulness of his 
been mixed up with those sets 
M and poTcrful : bence he per- 
ibe {■■nver, and the afEu&ion .. 
of Uoad OD tke Jantfoafa of the bouses, where 
were Ife feft-boni peof^ vS Israel, that the 
Destroyer, wbo destroyed the first-bom, might 
BoC taudb them ; an uDaujwerable proof that 
, God e t teemed him fiuthful, whom be made the 
. of so miiacutous a preser- 



By faithfulness, as another testimony of God ,, 
L granted to htm, he. with the people, passed 
I tiirough the red sea as dry laud, the Egyptians 
I attempting the same were overwhelmed by the 
[ Waters. 

By faithfulness, and tliis was a testimony to .. 
Joshua, wIk) then lead the people of Israel, the 
walls of Jericho fell down, a procession of 
priests and others, with the ark of the cove- 
nant, having moved round it seven days. 
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By faitlifulness Rahab, the harlot,* having ■ 
peaceably received the persons who were sent 
to inspect the land of promise, escaped tlie 
common destruction which befel tliose who re- 
sisted a people whom God obviously conducted 
with signs and wonders, with a high hand and 
with a stretciied-out arm. 

Kahab, by the special will of God, had per- 
liaps an appointment in his service, namely, to 
entertain tlie persons sent to prepare the ruia 
of her countrymen. Nothing but tlie special 
direction or ob\ious will of God could justify 
her doing as she did. 

We must, therefore, suppose, either that she 
had such special direction, or else that the ex- 



* The folloving ii pan of a ni>le from Mr. UloumScld'ij Critical 
Digiat, with the Eni^ifa word htrlol substitiiteil for the Greek xafn. 

*• I ahouU lather conjeL-ture that harlot vas the appellatujn given 
bjr that grusa and vidotu peujilK the Canaauitei to all hosteiM*. 
vhellieT they were or were not horluls [iioperly su called; and that 
Rahab waa not, and probably had never been such. Now her fidlh, 
which made her a &l object of mercy, was in the existence of the 
one true God, aod ol' bia |xjwer (as evinced on many fanner oc(«- 
■iona) to defend the Ismclites hia people, and destroy his enemies." 

The following is from Mr. Valpy :— 

" She testified her &ith by raying to the npies, ' 1 luiow tJiat the 
Lord has given you this land:' and olao hy preserving and entertain- 
ing them at the hazard of her life. She was incorporated among 
the IsraeUtes, and became an ancestor of Christ." 

I cite these notei becaiue, for obvious reasona, the passage is per- 
haps as important as any part of Scripture, but the reader must 
exercise his own Judgment, as well upun these notes as upon my 
stIiutiUiou. 
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Inordinary manifestations of God's purposes of 
favor to Israel, and of judgment upon her cor- 
rupted countrymen, were so dear, the will of 
God so distinctly declared, that implicit sub- 
mission became a duty : " I know," said she, 
** that the Lord hath given you this land." 

When, therefore, God's emissaries arrived, it 
would have been unfaithfulness, in her relation 
as a creature to her Creator, to have thrown 
obstades in the way of those who came to exe- 
cute the purposes of her God and Lord. 

As Levi, who, when God's judgments were 
denounced upon his own unworthy children, 
exclaimed, " it is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him good." So Rahab presumed not 
. to obstruct the ministers of God's judgments 
though levelled against her own countrymen, 
and from the hazard she incurred by afibrding 
hospitality to the enemies of her country, her 
conduct may be recorded as an eminent in- 
stance of faitlifulness to those obligations of the 
profoundest submission, which, under all cir- 
cumstances, the creature owes to the Creator. 

But what need of further names? For .. 
time will not permit to narrate in detail the 
actions of Gedeon, and fiarak, and Samson, 
and Jeptha, and David, and the prophets, who, .. 
in the vigor of a faithful spirit, overthrew 
kingdoms, brought to eflect God's righteous- 
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ness, that is, executed his vengeance upon tlie 
Canaanites, attained liis promises as far as they 
were temporal, that is, conquered the land he 
promised them, shut the mouths of lions, that 
is, disarmed the fierce nations they encounter- 
ed. 

The time, I say, would fail me to enumerate ., 
the noble champions of fidelity, against whom 
fire was powerless, and wliom the edge of the 
sword could not touch, who. from being natu- 
rally weak, were nerved and hardened by the 
spirit of faittifuhiess that was within them into 
a condition of powerfulness and vigor, who 
became strong in battle, turned to flight the 
camp of the strangers, the armies of the nations 
to whom those territories no longer belonged. 

Those of them, who were struck down in __ 
battle as dead, rose up again : women, strong 
in the spirit of faithfulness received them so 
reviving, and recovered or redeemed them as it 
were out of the power of death : but others 
not receiving this redemption, or recovery, or 
natural resurrection, were stabbed* to death by 

* StuoL ; tht meaning of m^ir vxrfwat seemi anlj to be guessed 
•t b; Uie caDimentston and traniilatara ; it ii obviously of little 
important;, Ttie wuril stick in our language, and ni^^ani in the 
Greek, miglil jiossibl; have beea subjected, \>y usage, to a limikiljr 
extraaniiiiU7 twtal. It is huwever bsppilr of little consequenot 
what nienning we give to the word, and under the impoinlulitj gf 
(^viiig the right sense, that which suits best with the context and 
■utiject ii tu be preterred. 
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their enemies to attain a better resurrection:" 
but the rest, who were neither rescued nor .. 
slain, had bitter experience of contemptuous 
mocking and cruel scourging, tliey were thrown 
moreover into chains, and into prisons. Some 
of these faithful champions of God, I repeat, 
were rescued from the very jaws of death, by- 
women, whose faithfulness of spirit was to 
tbem in the place of strength, some were slain 
at once, some were insulted and reduced into 
captivity. 

These futhful men were stoned, were sawn ., 
asunder, tlieir fortitude was put to the test of 
torture, they were slaughtered with the sword, 
or if they escaped they were reduced to the 
extreme of poverty, and deserted by the world. 
They went about clothed in sheep skins and 
in goat skins, bereaved, oppressed, subject to 
every kind of ill usage, (the world was not., 
■worthy of them,) they wandered in the deserts, 
and in the mountains, they betook themselves 
to dens, and to the caverns of the earth. 

And all these having been proved or attested 
as persons that were, or whose life and thoughts 
were through faithfulness, that is, as persons 
who sought to please God by or through faith- 
fulness, attained not the promise, all that the 
most favored anK>ng them attained was a tem- 
porary possessiou on earth, for all that we 
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know of Enoch is that he was mercifully taken 
out of this world without the suffering of 
death, there is no record, there was no specta- 
cle like that of Christ's glorification, to shew 
that he was then instated in actual possession 
of God's promise to the faithful, viz. of life 
eternal in lieaven. 

All these, I say, found not in the things of 
this life, the accomplishment of that eternal 
blessedness which God had promised them, and 
upon which they relied, God having provided ^, 
in heaven something better for iis that are 
faithful, and therefore for them with us, that 
they should not be perfected in the everlasting 
inheritance witliout or separately from us, 
which consummation will take place wlien those 
who are sleeping in the tomb, togetlier with 
those who are alive, shall be taken up on high 
to meet the Lord in the air. 

Having iherefore sucli a cloud of witnesses, ,, 
which, as the smoke of a sacrifice, ascends from 
the altar of f<)ith fulness, pervading us with 
a sweet smelling odour, having such a cloud of 
faithful witnesses to assure us of the perfect 
sanctification of faitlifulness without the cere- 
monial encumbrances of the law ; let us put 
from us every thing that is a weight upon the 
free activity of a laithful spirit, even the sin 
offering which is so habitual to those wliu have 
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lived under the law, which suits so comforta- 
bly the customary feelings of a Jew. which 
folds itself so readily around a wounded but 
not regenerated conscience, which, consequently 
is an impediment to the vigorous activity of 
that spirit of faithfulness, which would break 
from the trammels of a mere carnal shadow of 
purification ; let us, I say, cast away these 
ceremonials, and persevere with pertinacity and 
spirit in the race which we have to run. 

Taking off your eyes from those helps, after •■ 
which you still linger, and fixing them upon 
Jesus ; who from his faithfulness under suffer- 
ings became perfect as a leader of the faithful, 
— guided by his example, and encouraged by 
the triumphant result of his warfare, (faithful as 
be was, looking to the compensating joy that 
awaited him, in the brave endurance of a death 
of agony and of shame despising the shame, 
and glorious as he is, seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God,) — fixing your eyes upon 
him. Carefully I beseech you weigh, or duly .. 
estimate him as your Leader, that is, let his 
example have weight with you proportionable 
to its value, the example of him who sustained 
so much gain-sa} ing and abuse raised up against 
him by sinners, that ye may not grow lax and 
weary, that your souls may not become un- 
nerved and spiritless. 
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Your persecutors have hitherto contented ■• 
themselves with a bloodless persecution : you 
have not yet any of you sacrificed a life to this 
contest, contesting with them on this subject 
of the sin offering. 

And have ye forgotten the exhortation of ., 
. the proverb which reasons with you, which on 
the ground of your being sons speaks to you 
in these terms, so encouraging under the pre- 
sent persecution? " My son, make not light of 
the discipline of the Lord, nor relax, when 
challenged by him to the practical proof of your 
faithfulness, for those whom the Lord loves he .. 
subjects to discipline, and uses the scourge to 
every son whom he acknowledges. If ye are ,. 
enduring dificipHne, God is betaking himself to 
you as to sons, for who is a son, and his father 
disciplines him not. But if ye are without dis- .. 
cipline, of which all legitimate sons have had 
their share, then are ye supposititious, ye are 
not sons." 

Bowed we with reverence under the disci- „ 
plining hand of our fathers in the flesh, and 
shall we not much more pay our duty of sub- 
missive resignation to him who is the Father of 
our spirits, that is, our spiritual Father, and 
live? For they disciplined us for a time, &c- ,. 
cording to their pleasure ; our profit, for they 
were but men and therefore imperfect, was 
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not always the end they had in Tiew ; but be, 
our spiritual Father, being Cod, is therefore 
perfect, and can never have any end in punish- 
ing us but our good, he chastises us invariaUy 
for our good, to induce us, as his spiritual sons, 
to partake his spiritual holiness. 

But chastisement fw the present is not grate- • 
All but painful to us. Afterwards, though it 
seem to argue resentment, and disagreement, 
it recompenses us with the peaceful and ami- 
cable result or fruit of righteousness, our accep- 
tance as righteous with a reconciled God, an 
acceptance conferred upon those who through 
discipline or castigation have been exercised or 
trained to the struggle that awaits them. 

Therefore raise up your hands whicli now., 
hang down as declining a struggle, and your 
knees that are trembling as unstrung for action : 
and run straight forward, that the lame and .. 
halting, and enervating spirit of Judaism, lin- 
gering after flesldy purifications, and involving 
you in strife and destruction, may not make 
you deviate from the line ; but rather, that 
so paralizing a disease, so crippling a lameness 
may be cured. In your earnest pursuit of 
peace, God's peace, reconciliation with God, 
run with all : seek not by privil^e and naticHi- 
ality to make the race exclusive : pursue not 
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that holiness* which is Judaical, and which 
exclusively introduces the circumcised into the 
presence of God: but pursue that holiness which 
is open to all. without which no one shall see 
the Lord, that holiness which is by faithfulness. 
See that no one, from a factious spirit of par- .. 
tizanship, and to preserve the worldly posses- 
sions of which the Judaizers would despoil 
the faithful, hampering and encumbering him- 
self, in compliance with their prejudices, with 
the whole system of carnal purification, fall 
short of faithfulness, and fail to attain the favor 
of God, that precious birthright of the faithful. 
Be on your guard, 1 say, lest any bitter root, 
as Judaism, springing from selfishness and en- 
gendering to strife, create trouble, and many be 
polluted by it, or impaired in faithfulness 
which is the healtli of the soul, lest any one - 
commit fornication with the Judaizers, that is, 
for the sake of worldly indulgences faithlessly 
desert that cause to which he is wedded ; lest 
there be among you any such fornicator, or 
person, unworthy of admission into the pre- 



" 1 will here inaeR Mr. Vslpy's odmirable note, to which Mr. 
Bloomfield judieiousty refen. 

"Tbe future ai^lit of God in glory depends on our present holi- 
DCM, the neeeMcrf qualification and prepBratton fbr the obtaimiif 
the enjoyment of God in happin^a. Tbedut^ of peace to man, and 
holinen Inwards tiod are jutned together, with une aud the nute 
penattjr attached, lEjliouCu'Aiet. .. and cannot be put asunder." 
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sence of God from the little value he sets upon 
God's love, as Esau, who for one meal gave 
away his birthright. 

• Such persons are guilty of the same con- 
tempt of God's blessings, which irrevocably 
, debarred Esau from his privilege of first-born, 
and they will do well to benefit by his misfor- 
tunes. 

For ye know, that he thus gave away his -. 
birthright, and afterwards, wishing to inherit 
the blessing, was rejected as wanting, the oppor- 
tunity of recovering Ins forfeited privilege was 
'lost to him, his mind had been like that of the 
Judaizers to reject the unbonght favor of God, 
and no subsequent change of mind could ob- 
I tain the reversal of his forfeiture, even though 
he earnestly sought it with tears. This should 
arouse your vigilance to hold fast, and to prize 
the hope tliat is set before you, lest you fall 
under a similar condemnation. 

I have before exhorted you most earnestly, 
to enter readily, and spiritedly, and obediently, 
into God's gracious designs in your favor. If 
the despisers, I have observed, of the law of 
Moses, died without pity upon the testimony 
of two or three witnesses, of how much greater 
condemnation are they worthy who tread under 
foot the son of God ? And the view I have 
now taken of your predicament, who treat as 
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of inconsiderable value God's gracious scheme 
for your salvation, and would again fall back 
to the beggarly elements of the law, who, un- 
worthy of being called sons of God, trample 
under foot your birthright like Esau, connects 
fearfully with the same argument. If those 
who received the law suffered death for neg- 
lecting it, what have you to expect who set so 
little value upon the free grace of God, as to 
be ready for temporal and selfish considerations, 
to compromise your liberty as sons, and to sul>- 
serve under carnal purification, under the beg- 
garly elements of the law. 

It is true that when you were baptized into 
an unity with the son of God, with the seed, with 
the heir of promise, the ceremony was not sur- 
rounded with those terrestrial manifestations of 
awe and terror with which the sons of Israel 
were baptized before Mount Sinai : and your 
carnal reasonings draw the rmiclusion that un- 
faithfulness in your case, there having been no 
natural indications of impending vengeance, 
has the less to apprehend. 

For on your baptism you did not approach ■' 
a mountain obvious to the senses, and flames of 
fire, and smoke, and tempestuous darkness. .* 
You heard no trumpet sound, no words in a 
voice, which they who heard that voice en- 
treated that it might cease. (For the words, ., 
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■if pren a Imt tooth the mountain, let him 
be stonfd,* were tittered in a voice they could 
Dot bear to hear, and so terrible was that which .. 
apponvd, thrt Moses said, ** I tremble with 
tcfiw.") 

Oo Toor lB|iitisin, it is true, there were none 
of tfaoae tangible, and visible, and audible cir. 
cmBstances of terror, and you seem therefore 
to hare been kss afiected with the sense or the 
ofaGgatkins that cereiDony bid you under. But 
if you enter into the true spiritual meaning of 
that ceremonr. ss a symbol of your unity with 
Christ, and with all the faithful, as a symbol of 
your entrance into his kingdom, and acceptance 
as heirs of the promises ; you will discover 
spiritual circumstances calculated to make even 
a more permanent impression upon the heart 
and the understanding, than all those terrestrial 
wonders. 

For you are cume to mount Sion. a moun- ■■ 
tain indeed which is not obvious to sense, but 
which I need only name, and the words of the 
prophet will immediately occur to you. " I 
bring near my righteousness, it shall not be far 
off, and my salvation shall not tarry, and I 
will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory." 
Ye are come to a city of the living God, that 
is an eternal city, a heavenly Jerusalem, for 
Christ's kingdom is not of this world ; and to 
myriads »»f angels. 
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As Christ is called a high priest, because hfe 
is so in effect, because through him we receive 
every advantage that God hitherto communica- 
ted to man through the high priest, so I call all 
the true and genuine members of Christ angels> 
because, "they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, say- 
ing, know the Lord, for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the Lord," and that knowledge 
therefore of God, which man has usually re- 
ceived through the medium of angels, he as a 
member of Christ possesses of himself, and 
therefore enjoying in himself all that has hither- 
to been communicated to him through the 
ministry of angels, he is in effect, though not 
in reality, an angel to himself, the will of God 
has been applied directly to his own heart and ' 
his own understanding. I therefore say that 
in baptism, in coming to, in spiritually uniting 
yourself with the members of Christ's body, 
you are come to myriads of angels. 

In coming to the assemblies of the holy to ., 
be baptized, you are not to consider yourselves 
as embarking with the little company of the 
faithful, by whom you may happen to be sur- 
rounded, but with an universal assembly and 
church of first-born sons of God, for all the 
faithful are equal before God, all are entirely 
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Tbe £Kt Unit he; wkve blood has snored to 
as the new UUMmtmU vms «en aHmding op 
to bearen, and by tbe Maitfr Slepben seated 
at the tigfat hand of God, is an infinitdT stron* 
gicr assonnoe of tbe fioroe and oUigation of 
that testament in wbidi God speaks to u%^ tban 
all tbe earthly teiTors with whidi» on the ddi- 
freiy of tbe law, God surrounded himself on 
Mount SinaL For the people could then locdc 
up to Moses, who was the assurer of that law. 
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the minister chosen to deliver the oracle or 
word of God then given, only as to an inhabi- 
taut, like lliemselves, of this earth; but we 
know that Clirist, who is the assurer of our 
covenant, the oracle by which God speaketU 
to us, is in heaven. Have a care then that ye 
think not now, as did the people on that occa- 
sion, that ye may decline or evade the word of 
God, as it has now been declared to you. 

For if they escaped not, though intreating _^ 
that they might not hear that word, if they 
notwithstanding were still yoked under the 
law, which was promulgated by one who, 
though a deliverer or assurer of God's word, 
was only known as an inhabitant of the earth, 
and attested only by terrestrial phajnomena ; 
how impossible is it that we should decline or 
evade the new dispensation, or turn away from 
the word of God, delivered and assured as it 
has been to us by one who is in heaven ; how 
impossible is it that we should have an option 
whether we will or will not accept that dispen- 
sation. 

The earth was shaken to prove that the 
words of Moses were the words of God, but the 
heavens themselves have been shaken, the gates 
of heaven have been thrown open to proclaim 
and authenticate the words of Jesus, to pro- 
claim and authenticate the words of the risen 
Jesus as the words of God. 
E E 3 
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You are much misled if you imagine that 
Cod's scheme for the salvation of the faithful 
is proposed under so little solemnity, that yoii 
are at liberty to accept or reject it ; and because 
it was unattended with the shaking of moun- 
tains, and thunders, and tightenings, that you 
may theretbre slight it with impunity. Tlie .. 
words of the prophet Haggai are, *' yet once 
more I will shake not only the earth, but hea- 
ven also," that is, when God spoke from Mount 
Sinai bis voice shook the earth, but now that 
he speaketh to ua from Mount Sion it shaketh 
the heavens also. Were not the heavens sha- 
ken when their gates were thrown open to all 
the faithful as members of the risen Jesus? 
When God said to him, and in him to all the 
faithful. *' thou art my beloved son. in whom 
I am well pleased ?" And when God sealed 
this adoption or generation by openly investing 
him with the glories of heaven ? 

On the giving of the law from Mount Sinai, 
awful as were the phenomena, no prophet an- 
nounced that the heavens had been shaken. 
But now we have a prophetic announcement 
of the shaking of the heavens; "yet once more 
I will sitake not only the earth, but heaven 
also." 

This expression, 'yet once more,' shows two ^ 
tilings, first, by the words 'yet more' it shows 
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a chan^^e of the things, as if all had not yet, 
when tlie prophecy was uttered, been shaken 
that were intended to be shaken ; secondly, by 
the word 'once' it shows that the predicted 
change was to be final. In the first place it 
was to be a change of the things, viz, — the 
earth only — and then the earth and tlie hea- 
vens. In the second place, the change was to 
be so dotie that the things should be sjiaken 
but once, tlie disturbance should never be re- 
newed, to the effect that thereafter they might 
remain the things that were never more to be 
shaken. 

We therefore conclude that the inheritance 
under the new testament being everlasting, 
whereas that under the old was temporal, the 
latter, with all it's terms and for/ns, is entirely 
superseded by the former. 

Obtaining then a kingdom, which is our in- •- 
herilance under the new testament, that shall 
never be shaken, even God's kingdom, which 
is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the holy 
spirit, let us be thankful tliat by the grate- 
intness of our spirit we may serve God accep- 
tably, with veneration and right worship. 

If these arguments fail to move you, and 
still insensible to the goodness of God you neg- 
lect his profiered dispensation of love, if you 
will not accept liim in his character of love, as 
£ E 4 
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difplayed in bU mo, I tiMn refer you to his 
ftttribute», as you will find tbem set down in 
that law, which you still deave to as the only 
sduiis&ible ground of accpptanoe as righteous 
before God. I refer you to that law, for its 
Wordtj are, " cMir God is a consuming fire." 

I^et reciprocal love among the brethren be a ., 
perinaiient rule. 

Forget not the duty of promptly awisling .. 
itrangers, ttie obligation of which duty is so 
well known that ye need only to be reminded 
of it. l<'or tins promptitude become charac- 
teristic of our society, enables us, it being no- 
thing unusual to see us harbouring strangers, 
to afford, without exciting suspicion, conceal- 
ment and protection to the members of the 
Lord, who, as angels or divuie emissaries, are 
cominiKi^ioiU'd to prophesy, and who by the 
' boldness and spirit with whiuh they execute 
their commission, have become objects of espe- 
cial persecution, driven about from place to 
place : forget not therefore, 1 say, religiously 
observe towards all strangers, our custom of 
hospitality, for it is a means of facilitating mu- 
tual protecliun among the members of Christ, 
emissaries of God. 

Let those who are in prison be never out of,. 
your minds, symiwtliize with the prisoners as 
though your spirit felt the chains, with which 
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they are bound, sympathize witli those who 
are scourged, or otherwise ill-treated, as though 
your own bodies participated their sufferings. 

Let marriage be esteemed by all, and mar-,, 
riage fidelity preserved and respected, for those 
who invade, and those who preserve not the 
purity of marriage God will judge. Such, 
you know, have been expelled from the com- 
munity of the holy, and it is on account of 
their licentious practice, rather than of their 
erroneous opinions, ttiat the judgment of God 
falls upon idolators. 

Let not your manner of life savour of ava- •• 
rice. Be content with what you have. For the 
Lord hath said, " I will not neglect you, neither 
will I desert you." So that we may say with .. 
boldness. " The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not tear what man shall do to me." 

Have regard to your rulers, from whom you ■• 
hear the word of God. Imitate their faithfuU 
ness, ax it exhibits itself in its issue or fruit, 
their speech and conduct. 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, ■• 
and forever. Jesus Christ who has been their 
model as to faithfulness is yours, and will be 
the model of the faithful to the end of time. 

Be not catried about by doctrines, that are 
of a different colour from, or foreign to — that 
is, by doctrines that are ii;consistent Viitii, 
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and not legitimalely included in-~faithfulneas, 
faithfulness as it exhibits itself in the speech 
and conduct of your elders, imitators of Jesus 
— faithfulness, which rejects every sanctification 
but that of the heart. For it is honorable to 
you, and to our profession, that the heart be 
practically established on that fundamental 
principle of atl faithfulness, love, and that car' 
nul ordinances respecting meats, which are to- 
tally useless to those who observe tiiem, form 
uo part of what contributes to the superstruc- 
ture of the church of Christ. 

Borrowing your ideas from the Levitical 
ritual, you have attributed in the celebration 
of the eucharist a purifying efficacy to the 
bread ; assuming that the bread is the body of 
Christ, or else that the body of Christ is, in 
some incomprehensible way, united with the 
bread, so that the participants derive their 
saiK'tifioalion not from their faithfulness, or the 
sincerity of their pledge to be for life or death 
one with Christ, but from their feeding upon 
his actual body. You derive this idea trom the 
practice in common sacriiii^s of eating, in 
whole or part, the body of the victim ; and 
Clirist, you conclude, to be the victim to which 
those ancient institutions point ; and conse- 
quently that there can be no puriBcation with- 
out an actual participation of his body, whivli 
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participation is affected, you say, when witli 
faitli tlie bread is eaten at the eiicharist. 

Hut, I answer, if Christ died for the sins of 
the whole people, the annual sacrifice of the 
scape goat is the especial sacrifice to which we 
should apply in tliis case for instruction ; and .. 
if so. then have we an altar, whose victims, 
they who serve the tabernacle have no authority 
to eat, for the bodies of the animals, whose blood ,. 
is brougiit as a sin offering into the tabernacle 
by the higli priest, are burnt xvithout the camp. 
They who serve the tabernacle have no author* 
ity to eat any part oi' them, but the whole is 
burnt without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, ,. 
that he might sanctify the people with his 
blood, suffered without the gate of Jerusalem, 
that is, his deatli which was for the saiictifica- 
tion of the people answers to that sacrifice 
wherein the victim is burnt without the camp; 
that sacrifice consequently which is not made 
on any altar, whereof tliose who serve the taber- 
nacle have authority to eat. Your argument, 
therefore, drawn from the Levitical ritual, to 
prove that sanctification is not without an ac- 
tual eating of the body of Jesus, is amply re- 
futed by a similar argument takeu from the 
principal sacrifice under the same Levitical 
ritual, one much more correctly applicable than 
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tny other to the elucidation of tktB point bi 

question. 

If so ; if then Christ be correctly typified 
by the scape goat, if be be driven away like 
that victim, undergoing the shaoie as it wereof 
being rejected by the Jerusalem tbat now is, » 
let us also follow him, for he b our Leader, or 
rather we are pledged to be, and accepted as 
being, one with him, yesterday, to-day, and tor 
ever: let us also go out to him beyond the camp 
bearing his »hame, setting at defiance the im- 
putations of impiety cast upon us by the 
Jiidaizing faction, and their threats of excision 
from the city of Jeru&alem. For we who are .. 
in Christ have no permanent city here, we 
seek not a city that u, but the city that shall 
be. 

I^t us go out to him, wc have an altar on 
which to sacrifice, very different from that in 
the tabernacle of whose victims those who 
serve the tabernacle participate, we have the 
same unseen altar upon which Jesus was slain, 
the altar of the heart, the altar of love. Love, 
or his own heart was his altar, and faithfulness 
his oflering. Himself was the victim, and the 
altar, and is become the high priest. 

Through him therefore, let us continually __ 
carry up to God a sacrifice of praise, I am far 
from uieaiiiiig the ritual sacrifice of thanksgiv- 



I 
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ing consisting of the fruits of the earth, I mean, 
tlie fruits of the lips, an open profession ot 
Christ, in these times of persecution. These 
are the sacrifices tliat purify, not those wlierein 
the worsliippers eat part of the victim. Not tliat 
which goeth into a man, but that which cometh 
out of a man defileth him, said our Saviour, 
and the same observation applies equally to 
purification. 

But while 1 am exhorting you to confess ., 
Christ boldly, the more peaceful duties of bene- 
ficence and charity nmst not be forgotten ; share 
the deprivations, contribute to the wants of the 
brethren, for these are sacrifices, with which 
God is well pleased. 

Have confidence in, and give way to those ■• 
who are your leaders. For they watch over 
your souls, to give an account to us and others ; 
for we all of us feel the most anxious inter- 
est, in what passes throughout every com- 
munity of the holy, and are in the habit of 
sending to each other accounts of the respective 
. communities, with which from local advan- 
tages We happen to have the means of being 
best acquainted. Treat them with due defer- 
ence, that they may be able to transmit their 
account with joy, and not grief. Do not by- 
intractable and factious courses, give them pain 
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and grief when they have to speak, or write 
respecting yon ; this argues ingratitude in you, 
this is to withhold from them the tribute due 
for their services,* " thou shall not muzzle the 
ox, that treadetli out the corn." 

Remember us in your devotional exercises. - 
We beseech you to do so supported by a good 
conscience, and therefore secure of God's appro- 
val of our request ; we beseech this of you, for 
our conscience is good, and it is our desire both 
in word and deed to acquit ourselves well. But •■ 
I urge you the more earnestly upon this point, 
that I may be restored to you the sooner. For 
while in a too factious spirit, differently as we 
deserve to be treated, you exclude us from your 
prayers, God will probably withold from us 
the comfort and the benefit of personal inter- 
course. We intreat you then most earnestly, 
that, in conformity with God's will and pleasure, 
which are that we should be all held together in 
one interest, as one fold under one shepherd ; 
you will, banishing the spirit of disunion, re- 
member us in your devotions. We intreat you .. 
most earnestly on this point ; but the God of 
peace is our advocate; he who raised up the 
shepherd of the sheep, or leader of the faith- 
ful, a leader far superior as I have shown to 

' Do not this passage and the t tim. ch. v. verse l7-i and perhspi 
I Co«. ch. nc, rerse I. Ik., A.c., Uhiitnle each olher. 
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Moses the leader of a single people, and attes- 
tor of a temporary covenant by blood : he who 
raised up him who, as compared witli Moses, 
is the great shepherd, attestor by blood of an 
eternal covenant: he who raised up this great 
shepherd our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, ■. 
for the purpose of restoring you, broken or 
divided as you were become, into a state of 
wholeness and unity, for the practice of every 
good work, so that thereby ye might do his 
will, he who by thus raising up Jesus from the 
dead to restore you to the practice of every 
good thing in order to the doing of his will, 
was doing, or effecting in you through Jesus 
Christ, through the influencial agency of his 
blood, that which was well pleasing in his own 
sight, he who by his word, was thus revealing, 
or instancing to your very senses, his own will 
and pleasure, he is our advocate; if our urgent 
appeal to your affections prove powerless, we 
name the God of peace, as he has graciouly 
revealed himself to us in his son, the great 
shepherd of the universal fold, as our advocate 
in this appeal for unity, to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

But, I beseech you brethren, pardon the - 
earnestness of language with which I make 
this appeal to you. Bear with me if I am too 
importunate, for, considering the length of my 
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letter, it is very briefly that I have touched 
upon this painful subject Know that our bro* • 
ther Timothy is released: with him, (if he 
cofne quickly,) I will see you : salute all your . 
leaders, and all the holy. They who are from 
Italy salute you. 
The favor of God be with vou all. Amen. . 



THE END . 
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